Bylaws for Units of the NAACP

(e) Authority of the National Office. The National Office shall
have authority to intervene at any time during the period
leading up to the State Conference election. Such authority
includes suspending the process and instituting corrective
action to assure that the rights of all members are protected.

2. (Election of Officers and Executive Committees for Branches)

a. Organizing Meeting (New Branch)

1. The officers and members of the Executive Committee elected at
the organizing meeting of the Branch shall hold office until their
successors are elected and qualify.

2. Following the chartering of a new Branch by the Board of
Directors, the National Office shall cause an election to be held of
the members of the new Branch. Should the election take place
during an even numbered year, the officers and members of the
Executive Committee elected at this time shall not be required to
stand for election again until the next Branch election year.

b. Eligible Voters at Organizing Meeting. All persons who endorse the aims
and purposes of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People who have paid the prescribed fees shall be entitled to vote at the
organizing meeting and to be elected to office.

C. Biennial Elections. Thereafter, all officers and elected members of the
Executive Committee shall be elected by ballot at a Branch election held
in even numbered years as hereinafter provided, and shall hold office for
two (2) years and until their successors are elected and qualify.

d. Nominating Committee Election.

1. In even numbered years there shall be elected at a September
membership meeting of the Branch a Nominating Committee
composed of not less than five (5) nor more than fifteen (15)
members of the Branch in good standing, provided that not more
than two (2) shall be officers of the Branch or members of the
Executive Committee.

2. Duties of the Nominating Committee. The Branch Secretary shall

call the organizing meeting of the Nominating Committee. The
first meeting of the Nominating Committee shall be held no later
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than ten (10) days after its election. The Nominating Committee
shall:

@) Elect its Chairperson and Secretary as its first order of
business.

(b) Nominate any member of the Branch who is in good
standing. For purposes of running for office, the term
“member in Good Standing” shall mean that the person
must be a bona fide member of the Branch by April 1 of the
election year and must live and/or work within the branch’s
jurisdiction.

(©) The Nominating Committee may nominate a member
thereof as a candidate for office or as an at large member of
the Executive Committee.

(d) The Nominating Committee shall have itself available to
interview members interested in being considered for office
or as at-large members of the executive Committee.

(e) The Nominating Committee shall nominate only those
persons who have given written consent to be nominated.
The secretary shall verify that each nominee has given
written consent after the Nominating Committee has given
its report at the October meeting and before the Branch
accepts this report.

()] The Committee shall nominate a member for only one (1)
position during the election.

3. Reporting of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee shall submit a report in writing at the October General
Membership Meeting of the Branch. This report shall consist of the
names of those persons qualified to fill existing Branch offices
(one name for each office) and to be members of the Executive
Committee (at least ten (10) names and up to twenty-four (24)
names).

4. Nominations by Petition. At said October Membership Meeting
of the Branch, additional nominations may be made for all officers
and elected members of the Executive Committee by written
petition signed by three or more members of the Branch in good
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standing as of the time of the meeting. No one shall be nominated
by the Nominating Committee or by petition without having first
obtained his/her written consent. The Branch Secretary shall
certify that at least three (3) of the members who signed the
petition are members in good standing and that the member being
nominated is a member in good standing and that a consent form
has been signed by the nominee.

5. Withdrawal of Nominations. A member properly nominated for a
position may withdraw from contention by forwarding a letter
requesting that his/her name be removed from the ballot. The
letter must be sent to the Chairperson of the Election Supervisory
Committee in sufficient time prior to the election.

6. Eligibility Determinations. All questions regarding the eligibility
of candidates must be resolved prior to the conclusion of the
October meeting.

e. After all nominations have been made, the Branch at said October meeting
shall elect an Election Supervisory Committee consisting of five (5)
members of the Branch in good standing. In addition, each candidate for
the presidency is entitled to appoint a representative to the Election
Supervisory Committee. However, in the event the total number of
candidates for the presidency is more than four (4), the Branch must elect
additional members to the Election Supervisory Committee so that the
total number of elected members is one more than the appointed members
of the Committee. No candidate may serve on the Election Supervisory
Committee.

f. It shall be the duty of the Election Supervisory Committee to:
1. Supervise the Branch election.

2. Supervise the establishment of appropriate machinery, provisions,
and procedures for conducting the election in accordance with this
Constitution and the Manual for Branch Election Procedure,
whether at an election meeting or at polling booths, in order to
protect the right of each member of the Branch to cast his ballot
properly and have it counted.

3. Have printed ballots containing in alphabetical order by last name,
the names of all persons nominated for office and executive
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committee that were properly received at the October General
Membership meeting for each office to be elected.

4. Prepare the ballot in sufficient numbers for use at the election, and
this ballot shall be the only ballot used at the election. Unless the
Branch decides to use voting machines in addition to, or in place
of, the ballot.

g. Notice of September, October Meeting and November Election. Each
Branch shall send notice to each member in good standing at least ten (10)
days prior to the September meeting, listing the time, place, date and
purpose of the September and October meetings and time, place and date
of the November election. Notices shall be sent via regular and electronic
mail to members. The Secretary shall maintain a list of those members to
whom a notice was sent and shall secure and maintain all electronic
delivery receipts for the notice. In addition to this notice, each Branch
shall place the announcements of such meetings and election in one or
more local newspapers of general circulation at least ten (10) days before
the date of the November election. Should a run-off election be necessary,
that election shall occur on the following date at time certain (at least 1
hour) at this location run-off elections shall be conducted not less than ten
(10) days after the original election.

h. Term of Office.

1. All officers and elected members of the Executive Committee shall
be elected by secret ballot for a two year term ending December
31. The term of each elected officer shall begin on January 1, of
each odd numbered year.

2. Election Meeting. No officer of the Branch or any candidate for
office shall occupy their chair at election meetings. The names of
the various candidates for the office shall be clearly announced or
posted in a place visible to all present at the election meeting.
Tellers to count the ballot shall be appointed in equal numbers by
the candidates for office of the President. No officer of the Branch
or candidate for office shall serve as teller.

I Eligible Voters. The number of eligible voting members of the Branch
shall be established before the voting begins. Upon proof of qualification,
all eligible voters shall receive and sign for one ballot each and thereupon
immediately proceed to vote secretly. The right to vote is personal and
shall not be exercised by proxy. No absentee ballots may be cast.
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J- Polling Booths of Branches of 1,000 or More Members. Polling booths
must be used and must be setup as prescribed by the Branch Election
Manual in a centralized place staffed by the Election Supervisory
Committee, and with an equal number of watchers and observers for each
of the candidates for President. The Branch’s bylaws will determine the
number of hours the booths shall be open. The minimum number of hours
for polling shall be four (4) hours unless otherwise determined by the
Branch’s bylaws. Provisions for determining eligibility and challenging
the right of persons to vote shall be established in accordance with the
Branch Election Manual, which has been adopted by the Board of
Directors and is appended hereto.

K. Members in Good Standing. Members in good standing shall be eligible
to run for office or vote in a Branch election. For the purpose of running
for office, a member in good standing is one whose name appears on the
roll of the Branch as a bona fide member of the Branch by April 1 of the
election year and who lives and/or works within the Branch jurisdiction.
For the purpose of being elected to the Nominating Committee or the
Election Supervisory Committee, signing a nominating petition or voting
in Branch elections, a member in good standing is one who has been a
bona fide member of the Branch for at least (30) thirty days prior to the
date the election is held or the nominating petition is filed. For all other
purposes, a member in good standing is one who has paid the requisite
minimum membership fee to the Branch at least (30) thirty days prior to
the date the election is held or the nominating petition is filed. For all
other purposes, a member in good standing is one who has paid the
requisite minimum membership fee to the Branch.

I Youth Voting in Branch Elections. The minimum voting age for any
member in good standing in Branch elections shall be seventeen (17) years
of age. Should a member of the Branch be seventeen (17) years of age,
but under twenty-one (21) years of age, that member may vote in the
Branch election if he/she has paid the minimum adult membership fee to
the Branch.

m.  Life Members, Subscribing Life Members and Members-At-Large. In
order to run for Branch office unaffiliated Life Members and Members-
At-Large must be actively affiliated with the Branch by April 1 of the
election year. In order to run for State/State-Area Conference office
unaffiliated Life Members and Members-At-Large must be actively
affiliated with a Unit in good standing within the Conference by
December 15 of the year prior to the election year. In order to vote in a
Branch or Conference election, unaffiliated Life Members and Members-
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At-Large must be actively affiliated with a Unit in good standing within
the Conference at least thirty (30) days prior to any meeting at which they
are nominated for office or seek to vote. The term “affiliated” means that
the individual must have requested, in writing, that his membership be
transferred to the Branch. The request may be made through the Branch
or directly to the National Office. The National Office must notify the
Branch in writing within thirty (30) days of receiving notification.

n. Tellers. Presidential candidates shall have the right to appoint an equal
number of tellers. The tellers thus appointed, shall elect a chief teller, who
shall organize the tabulating of the ballots.

0. Election Controversy. In the event of election controversy, all parties
thereto shall submit any written complaint(s) to the National Office
through the President and CEO. Said complaint(s) must be postmarked no
later than five (5) calendar days following the date of the election in
question. In Branches with memberships up to 1000, such complaints must
be signed by at least twenty-five (25) members of the Branch in good
standing. In Branches with memberships exceeding 1000, such complaints
must be signed by at least fifty (50) members of the Branch in good
standing.

@) The National Office will institute an investigation into the
matter, and should a determination be made that the
complaint is frivolous or completely devoid of merit, or
that the election result could not have been otherwise even
if the allegations alleged are assumed to be true, then the
National Office shall within thirty (30) days, or as soon
thereafter as possible, dismiss the complaint and inform all
parties forthwith that the installation of officers might be
held.

(b) Should the National Office be unable to dismiss the
Complaint because the charges appear to have merit and as
such, the results of the election might have been otherwise
had the alleged violations not occurred, then the matter will
be referred to the Chairman of the Committee on
Membership and Units of the Board of Directors, who will
designate a Hearing Panel.

(© Pending resolution of the dispute, the officers whose terms
were to have expired with the new election, will continue to
function.

[Adopted Effective March 2019] 66



Bylaws for Units of the NAACP

p. Authority of the National Office. The National Office shall have authority
to intervene at any time during the three-month period leading up to the
Branch election. Such authority includes suspending the process and
instituting corrective action to ensure that the rights of all members are
protected.

3. (Procedure for Prison Branch Elections)
a. Organizing Meeting (New Prison Branch)

1. The officers and members of the Executive Committee elected at
the organizing meeting of the Prison Branch shall hold office until
their successors are elected and qualify.

2. Following the chartering of a new Prison Branch by the Board of
Directors, the National Office shall cause an election to be held of
the members of the new Prison Branch. Should the election take
place during an even numbered year, the officers and members of
the Executive Committee elected at this time shall not be required
to stand for election again until the next Prison Branch election
year.

b. Eligible Voters at Organizing Meeting. All persons who endorse the aims
and purposes of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People who have paid the prescribed fees shall be entitled to vote at the
organizing meeting and to be elected to office.

C. Biennial Elections. Thereafter, all officers and elected members of the
Executive Committee shall be elected by ballot at a Prison Branch election
held in even numbered years as hereinafter provided, and shall hold office
for two (2) years and until their successors are elected and qualify.

d. Nominating Committee Election.

1. In even numbered years there shall be elected at a September
membership meeting of the Prison Branch a Nominating
Committee composed of not less than five (5) nor more than
fifteen (15) members of the Prison Branch in good standing,
provided that not more than two (2) shall be officers of the Prison
Branch or members of the Executive Committee.

2. Duties of the Nominating Committee. The Prison Branch Secretary
shall call the organizing meeting of the Nominating Committee.
The first meeting of the Nominating Committee shall be held no
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