


Enūma Eliš Overview

The document provides an overview of the Babylonian creation myth "Enūma Eliš," its discovery, significance, and connections to biblical narratives.

Overview of Enūma Eliš Creation Myth
Enūma Eliš is a Babylonian creation myth that details the origins of the world, the rise of the god Marduk, and the creation of humanity. ​ It is the only complete surviving account of ancient Near Eastern cosmology, recorded on seven clay tablets.

Discovery and Historical Context of Enūma Eliš
The myth was discovered in the Library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh by Austen Henry Layard in 1849 and published by George Smith in 1876. ​ It is believed to have been recited during the Akitu festival and has connections to earlier writings by Berossus.

· Discovered in 1849 by Austen Henry Layard.
· Published by George Smith in 1876. ​
· Recorded on seven clay tablets with about a thousand lines. ​
· Likely recited during the Akitu festival. ​
· Influenced by earlier texts, particularly Berossus' writings. ​

Structure and Content of the Tablets
The myth consists of seven tablets that narrate the creation of the world, a battle among gods, and the eventual creation of humanity. ​ The tablets describe Marduk's rise to power and his role in establishing order from chaos. ​

· Composed of seven tablets, each with 115-170 lines. ​
· Describes the creation of the world and the battle between gods. ​
· Marduk is central to the narrative, ultimately becoming the supreme god. ​
· Ends with a hymn praising Marduk and his achievements. ​

Dating and Historical Significance
The earliest manuscript dates to the 9th century BCE, with most scholars dating its composition to the Second Dynasty of Isin. ​ Marduk's rise as the head of the pantheon is linked to the return of his statue from Elam by Nebuchadnezzar I. ​

· Earliest manuscript dated to the 9th century BCE. ​
· Most scholars date its composition to the Second Dynasty of Isin.
· Marduk's prominence increased during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar I. ​
· Reflects the religious and cultural dynamics of ancient Babylon.

Variants and Copies of the Tablets
Numerous copies and variants of the tablets exist, with differences in quality and writing style. ​ The bilingual version at the British Museum describes the creation of man and animals, showcasing the myth's widespread influence. ​

· Multiple copies of the tablets have been found. ​
· Variants include a bilingual version at the British Museum.
· Differences noted in writing quality between Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian tablets. ​
· Tablets often used for educational purposes, such as handwriting practice.


Themes and Parallels with Other Myths
Enūma Eliš shares themes with other ancient Near Eastern myths, including the struggle between order and chaos. ​ It has notable parallels with the biblical creation narrative, though significant differences exist in theology and cosmology. ​

· Themes of chaos versus order are central to the narrative.
· Shares similarities with other myths, such as the Anzu myth and Atrahasis epic. ​
· Notable parallels with the biblical creation story, including the concept of a watery chaos. ​
· Differences include polytheism in Enūma Eliš versus monotheism in Genesis. ​

Ritual Significance and Cultural Impact
The myth was likely recited during rituals, particularly the Akitu festival, symbolizing renewal and triumph over chaos. ​ Its influence extends to later cultures, including potential impacts on biblical narratives.

· Recited during the Akitu festival, symbolizing renewal.
· Represents triumph over chaos, reflecting cultural values.
· Influenced later religious texts, including the Old Testament. ​
· Highlights the interconnectedness of ancient Near Eastern cultures.

Academic Contributions to Babylonian Creation Myths
The text provides a comprehensive list of scholarly works related to Babylonian creation myths, particularly focusing on the "Enūma Eliš." It highlights various authors, their contributions, and the significance of their research in understanding ancient Near Eastern religions and literature.

· Ayali-Darshan (2015) discusses the storm-god's combat with the sea in relation to Egyptian and Ugaritic texts. ​
· Bachvarova (2017) revises the translation of the "Kumarbi Cycle," contributing to the understanding of Near Eastern myths. ​
· Beaulieu (2018) offers a historical perspective on Babylon from 2200 BC to AD 75. ​
· Dalley (2008) compiles myths from Mesopotamia, including creation and flood narratives. ​
· Heidel (1951) provides an analysis of the Babylonian Genesis, enhancing comprehension of creation stories. ​

Historical Texts and Translations
The text lists various historical texts and translations that have contributed to the study of Babylonian mythology and creation narratives. These works are essential for understanding the evolution of these myths over time.

· Cory (1828, 1876) compiles ancient fragments from various authors, including Sanchoniatho and Berossus. ​
· Smith (1876) presents the "Chaldean Account of Genesis," linking Babylonian and biblical narratives. ​
· Budge (1921) documents Babylonian legends of creation and the battle between Bel and the dragon. ​
· Pritchard (1969) edits a collection of ancient Near Eastern texts relevant to the Old Testament. ​








Scholarly Analysis of Enūma Eliš
The text emphasizes the scholarly analysis of the "Enūma Eliš," a key Babylonian creation myth, and its significance in ancient literature. Various studies explore its themes, structure, and cultural impact.

· Lambert (1984, 2013) conducts studies on Marduk and Babylonian creation myths, providing insights into their religious significance. ​
· Kämmerer and Metzler (2012) analyze the "Enūma Eliš" within the context of ancient Near Eastern literature.
· Al-Rawi and Black (1994) present a new manuscript of "Enūma Eliš," contributing to the textual tradition. ​
· Landsberger and Wilson (1961) focus on specific tablets of "Enūma Eliš," enhancing understanding of its narrative structure. ​

Intertextuality and Cultural Influence
The text discusses the intertextuality present in Babylonian poetry and its influence on other cultures and texts. ​ This aspect is crucial for understanding the broader implications of Babylonian myths.

· Wisnom (2020) examines intertextual competition in Babylonian poetry, particularly in relation to "Anzū" and "Erra and Išum." ​
· Frahm (2010) explores politically motivated responses to the Babylonian epic of creation, highlighting its cultural significance.
· Sommer (2000) analyzes the Babylonian Akitu festival, linking it to cosmic renewal and kingship. ​

External Resources and Editions
The text provides links to external resources and critical editions of the "Enūma Eliš," facilitating further research and study. These resources are valuable for scholars and students alike.

· The electronic Babylonian Library offers a critical edition and translation of the "Enūma Eliš." ​
· Ancient History Encyclopedia provides an overview of the Babylonian epic of creation, including the original text. ​
· ETANA hosts various resources related to Mesopotamian creation stories and translations.
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