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Old Slavonic Language 
 
Old Slavonic, more formally known as Old Church Slavonic (OCS), is the first Slavic literary 

language and the oldest attested written Slavic language. It emerged in the 9th century and played a 
crucial role in the spread of Christianity among the Slavic peoples. 

  
Here are some key aspects of Old Church Slavonic: 
 
• Origin and Development: OCS was standardized by the Byzantine missionaries Saints Cyril and 

Methodius in the 9th century. They based it primarily on the South Slavic dialects spoken around 
their hometown of Thessalonica (in present-day Greece) to translate the Bible and other religious 
texts for the Moravian Slavs. 

• Alphabets: It was initially written in the Glagolitic alphabet, which is believed to have been 
devised by Saint Cyril. Later, the Cyrillic alphabet, named after Saint Cyril but likely developed by 
his disciples in the First Bulgarian Empire, gradually replaced Glagolitic. Cyrillic is still used today 
for many Slavic and non-Slavic languages (e.g., Russian, Bulgarian, Serbian, Ukrainian). 

• Purpose: OCS was primarily a liturgical and literary language, not a language spoken in everyday 
communication. It served as the official language of the Eastern Orthodox Church in many Slavic 
regions throughout the Middle Ages. 

• Influence: Old Church Slavonic had a profound influence on the development of modern Slavic 
languages, especially the Eastern and Southern Slavic branches. It is a vital source of information for 
understanding the features of Proto-Slavic, the reconstructed common ancestor of all Slavic 
languages. 

• Evolution to Church Slavonic: Over time, as it spread to different Slavic regions, Old Church 
Slavonic underwent local modifications. After the 12th century, these various regional forms are 
collectively known as Church Slavonic. Church Slavonic continues to be used as a liturgical 
language in several Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches today. 

 
In essence, Old Church Slavonic was a pivotal language that enabled the creation of a rich literary and 

religious tradition for the Slavic peoples, laying the groundwork for the modern Slavic languages. 
 


