Time Between Garden of Eden and the Tower of Babel

What period of time was covered between the Garden of Eden and The tower of babel

From a biblical literalist perspective, the period of time between the Garden of Eden and the Tower of
Babel is calculated by adding up the ages of the patriarchs as given in the genealogies of Genesis,
specifically in chapters 5 and 11.

Here's a breakdown of the generally accepted timeline based on the Masoretic Text (the traditional
Hebrew text of the Old Testament):

e Creation to the Flood: Approximately 1,656 years. This is calculated by adding the lifespans of
Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah until the year
of the flood.

e Flood to the Tower of Babel: This period is less precisely defined in terms of a single, exact
number, but it's generally placed a few hundred years after the Flood. The key figure here is Peleg,
whose name means "division," and it's stated that "in his days the earth was divided" (Genesis
10:25). This division is often understood to refer to the scattering of people and the confusion of
languages at Babel.

o Some calculations place the Tower of Babel event around 101 years after the Flood, at the
time of Peleg's birth.

o Other calculations, especially those following the chronology of Archbishop James Ussher
(which is very influential for literalist timelines), place the Tower of Babel around 2242 BC,
which would be roughly 100-150 years after his calculated date for the Flood (2348 BC).

o Still others suggest it could have been up to 340 years after the Flood, related to Peleg's
death.

Therefore, the total time from the Garden of Eden to the Tower of Babel would be:
e 1,656 years (Creation to Flood) + (approx. 100-340 years after Flood)

This gives a total range of roughly 1,750 to 2,000 years from the creation of Adam in the Garden of Eden
to the events at the Tower of Babel, according to biblical genealogies and traditional interpretations.

It's important to note that these are calculations based on a literal interpretation of biblical genealogies.

Scholarly and theological views on the historicity and chronology of these early Genesis narratives vary
widely.
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