Names of God Summary

The document explores the various names of God across different religious traditions, their meanings,
significance, and the theological implications of these names, particularly in Judaism and Christianity.

Names of God Across Religions

The text explores the various names and attributes of God as understood in different religious traditions. It
highlights the significance of these names in defining the nature of the divine and the cultural practices
surrounding them.

e The term "God" varies in meaning across religions, often distinguishing between the Supreme Being and
other deities.

e In Judaism, names like Elohim and YHWH are central, with YHWH being considered sacred and often
not pronounced aloud.

o Christianity uses names such as Yahweh and Jehovah, with the Old Testament revealing YHWH as the
personal name of God.

e InIslam, Allah is the term for God, with many attributes described in the Qur'an, emphasizing His
merciful nature.

o Sufism refers to God using names like Hu, while the Bah4’i Faith emphasizes titles like Almighty and
All-Glorious.

e Hinduism features multiple names for deities, with terms like Bhagavan and Brahman denoting different
aspects of the divine.

e Sikhism includes names like Waheguru and Ik Onkar, reflecting the belief in a singular creator.

e Other traditions, such as Jainism and Yazidism, have unique perspectives on divinity, often rejecting the
notion of a creator deity.

The Significance of Divine Names
The names of God carry deep theological and cultural significance, often reflecting the attributes and nature of
the divine. The transmission and pronunciation of these names are often treated with reverence and care.

o Divine names are often seen as personal or attributive, with many cultures distinguishing between the
two.

e In Judaism, the pronunciation of YHWH is highly guarded, with alternatives like Adonai used in prayer.

o Christianity has various vocalizations of YHWH, with Jehovah being a common English form.

e InIslam, Allah is used universally, with many names reflecting His attributes, such as Ar-Rahman and
Ar-Rahim.

o The Baha’i Faith emphasizes the use of various titles to describe God’s attributes, such as All-Wise and
Incomparable.

e Hinduism and Sikhism also have extensive lists of names and attributes, reflecting the multifaceted
nature of the divine.
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Cultural Practices Surrounding Divine Names
The use of divine names is often intertwined with cultural practices and religious observances, influencing
how communities express their faith. The exchange of names across different traditions is generally limited.

e Many religious communities restrict the use of sacred names to specific contexts, such as prayer or
scripture reading.

e In Judaism, the name YHWH is rarely spoken aloud, with HaShem being a common substitute.

o Christians often use titles like Lord or God in place of YHWH in translations of the Bible.

e InIslam, the name Allah is used universally, while Sufism employs names like Hu to express the divine.

e Sikhism incorporates both Hindu and Muslim names for God, reflecting a syncretic approach to divinity.

o The practice of reciting names, such as in japa, is significant in various traditions, emphasizing the
importance of divine names in worship.

Diverse Perspectives on God in Various Religions
Different religions offer unique perspectives on the nature of God, often reflecting their cultural and historical
contexts. These perspectives shape the understanding and worship of the divine.

o Jainism rejects the idea of a creator deity, focusing instead on the inherent qualities of the soul.

e In Yazidism, God is viewed as a singular eternal being with many names.

e Zoroastrianism recognizes Ahura Mazda with a list of 101 names, emphasizing His attributes.

o Indigenous beliefs, such as those of the !Kung and Yoruba, present unique interpretations of the supreme
being.

o The Igbo people view Chukwu as the source of all deities, while Zulu traditions honor Unkulunkulu as
the creator.

e Each tradition's understanding of God influences its rituals, ethics, and community practices.

Major Belief Systems in China

In China, belief systems are categorized into four main traditions: the official belief system, the folk belief
system, the Taoist belief system, and the Buddhist belief system. Each of these traditions has its own
understanding of a supreme being, though none are strictly monotheistic.

o The official belief system worships Shangdi, the supreme deity, from the Shang to Qing dynasties.

o The folk belief system primarily venerates the Jade Emperor, who evolved from the earlier worship of
Shangdi.

o Taoism recognizes the Jade Emperor but considers the Three Pure Ones as the highest deities.

Major Belief Systems in Japan

Japanese new religions often exhibit monotheistic or henotheistic characteristics, with various names for a
supreme deity. These names reflect a diverse understanding of divinity across different religious movements in
Japan.

e Kurozumikyo worships Amaterasu as a supreme deity.

o Konkokyo refers to Tenchi-Kane-no-Kami, the "Golden Kami of Heaven and Earth."

o Tenrikyo recognizes multiple divine figures, including God the Parent and Tsukihi.

e Other new religions like Oomoto and Mahikari also have unique interpretations of God, emphasizing a
singular divine presence.
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Comparative Analysis of Deity Concepts
The text highlights the differences in the concept of deities between Chinese and Japanese belief systems.
While both cultures have a supreme being, their interpretations and the roles of these deities vary significantly.

e In China, the supreme deity is often associated with state authority and historical worship practices.
e InJapan, the concept of God is more fluid, with various new religions offering different interpretations
and names for the divine.

o The evolution of these beliefs reflects cultural and historical contexts unique to each region.
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