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Who Transcribed the Bible Summary 
 
The term "transcribed" can refer to two main things when talking about the Bible: 
 
1. The original writing down of the texts: This refers to the actual authors (or their immediate assistants) 

who put the words on parchment, papyrus, or other ancient writing materials. 
2. The copying and preservation of the texts: This refers to the meticulous work of scribes over centuries, 

who copied the original writings and subsequent copies by hand to preserve them. 
 
Let's break down who was involved in both aspects: 
 
1. The Original "Transcribers" (Authors): 
The Bible is not a single book but a collection of many books written by numerous authors over a period of 

about 1,500 years. These authors came from diverse backgrounds – prophets, kings, priests, fishermen, tax 
collectors, and more. 

 
While some books explicitly name their authors (e.g., many prophetic books, Paul's letters), others are 

anonymous or traditionally attributed to certain figures. Here are some key traditional authors: 
 
• Old Testament: 

o Moses: Traditionally credited with the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy). 

o David: Wrote many of the Psalms. 
o Solomon: Attributed with Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. 
o Various Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Amos, etc., wrote the books bearing 

their names. 
o Ezra: A prominent scribe, traditionally credited with 1 & 2 Chronicles and the book of Ezra. 

• New Testament: 
o Matthew, Mark, Luke, John: The authors of the four Gospels. 
o Luke: Also wrote the Book of Acts. 
o Paul: Wrote most of the Epistles (letters) in the New Testament (Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon). 
o Peter: Wrote 1 and 2 Peter. 
o James: Wrote the Epistle of James. 
o Jude: Wrote the Epistle of Jude. 
o John: Also wrote 1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation. 
o Hebrews: The author is unknown, though various suggestions have been made (Paul, Barnabas, 

Apollos, Priscilla, etc.). 
 
It's important to note that "authorship" in ancient times could sometimes mean that a work was produced by a 

school or tradition associated with a particular figure, or that it was written by an assistant under the guidance of 
the named individual. 
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2. The Scribes (Copyists and Preservers): 
After the original texts were written, they were copied by hand for centuries to ensure their preservation and 

dissemination. These copyists were known as scribes. 
 
• Ancient Israelite Scribes: These were highly trained professionals who meticulously copied the Hebrew 

Scriptures. They took their work incredibly seriously, often counting letters and spaces to ensure 
accuracy. Ezra, for example, was a prominent scribe. Their dedication is largely responsible for the 
preservation of the Old Testament. 

• Early Christian Scribes: As the New Testament writings were circulated, Christian scribes played a 
crucial role in copying and distributing them. While sometimes depicted as amateurs, evidence from 
early Christian manuscripts suggests a sophisticated and organized scribal culture. They developed 
unique practices, such as the use of nomina sacra (abbreviations for sacred names like God, Lord, Jesus, 
and Christ), which demonstrated reverence and also served as a way to distinguish Christian texts. 

• Monastic Scribes: Throughout the Middle Ages, especially in Europe, monasteries became centers of 
learning and manuscript production. Monks in scriptoria (writing rooms) painstakingly copied biblical 
texts, often producing beautifully illuminated manuscripts. 

 
In summary: 
The Bible wasn't "transcribed" by one person. It was: 
 
• Authored by a diverse group of individuals over many centuries, inspired by God. 
• Preserved and transmitted through the diligent work of countless scribes who meticulously copied 

the texts by hand for thousands of years, ensuring their survival to the present day. 
 


