
From the first breath, life erupts like a symphony—a burst 
of sound and sensation woven into the silent, waiting air. 
The rhythms of existence pulse in time with the heart’s first 
beats, and a world unfolds, chaotic yet choreographed, like 
notes scattered across a page, only to find their harmony in 
motion. Life’s symphony swells, each moment a movement, 
every heartbeat a drum keeping time with the cosmos.
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Chapter 1: Birth as a Symphony

In the Beginning…
 Before birth, I was a life form of some kind within my mother—a 
drifting entity not fully awake in the conscious world. I remember 
pieces of the experience in small, scattered fragments like scenes 
from a dream. These remnants of our embryonic journeys are tucked 
away in our ancient memories. They linger quietly, reminders of that 
mysterious, unfiltered world we once inhabited, gently guiding us 
from within as our most basic primitive human instinct.
 Then comes the moment we’re ready to be born. Together with our 
mothers, we work to emerge into the light, catching faint glimmers in 
the distance—like a misty vision of the future taking form around us. 
Suddenly, we’re propelled into our new existence with almost jarring 
intensity. Hooray. We arrive for the first time in a foreign but oddly 

familiar world. For me, it sometimes 
feels like it happened yesterday. 

At other times, the experience 
seems long past.

    I didn’t know it at the time. 
Still, my first experience 
of separation when 
leaving the womb and 
entering the unknown 
world set the stage for all 
that followed—a subtle, 

enduring reminder of both 
the beauty and the ache of 

beginning anew.
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 Because my parents were divorced before I was born, my mother 
was a bit gloomy, and a nest of baby bluebirds in a tree right outside her 
hospital window cheered her up. She remembered a specific moment 
when she was thinking about how challenged we’d both be without a 
husband or a father.
 Later, my mother told me that a popular song in 1949 had cheered 
her on. The song was “Accentuate the Positive” by Johnny Mercer. Its 
upbeat message encouraged everyone to focus on the good, let go of 
negativity, and embrace a positive outlook on life. I probably have that 
musical memory inside me, as well. Music has always been a part of 
my life. 
 There is a line in William Shakespeare’s play, Twelfth Night, 
that says, “If music be the food of love, play on.” I was an actor who 
spoke that line in that play, and I’ll never forget it. Music sustains 
and enriches the human spirit and has done so for me throughout my 
life. I always felt so uplifted when listening to recorded or live music.  
Bob Marley, one of my favorite musicians, famously said, “One good 
thing about music is that when it hits you, you feel no pain.” This 
lyric from his song “Trenchtown Rock” reflects Marley’s deep belief in 
music’s ability to uplift and heal, particularly in the face of hardship 
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and struggle.
 Then there’s Leonard Bernstein, who said: “Life without music is 
unthinkable. Music without life is academic. That is why my contact 
with music is a total embrace.”
 Bernstein’s words resonate deeply with me. They remind us of life, 
like music, as a fusion of harmony and unpredictability, each element 
essential to the masterpiece we compose as we live. Every decision we 
make, like a note in a symphony, contributes to the larger composition, 
even if we don’t always see the whole pattern immediately.

 Just as music’s movements ebb and flow, so too do our lives 
unfold with twists and turns that create something rich, nuanced, 
and beautiful. Music may be perceived as spontaneous as we listen 
to the melody, but it follows an ordered structure. Like a symphony’s 
opening notes, birth is sometimes chaotic, unpredictable, and beyond 
our control, yet it holds a hidden order that gradually emerges.
 As someone who appreciates both art and science, I believe music 
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(as an artistic expression) and science (as an intellectual expression) 
come together in a way that invites us to appreciate and understand 
what life is about.
 Incidentally, throughout this book, I use examples from artistic 
and scientific studies to help us better appreciate and understand the 
paradoxical aspects of our world. I also look for metaphors to help me 
explain things more fully.

 In a symphony, instruments play off one another, sometimes in 
harmony and tension, creating a complex and dynamic whole. Similarly, 
life’s early moments are shaped by forces that may seem random or 
chaotic yet ultimately contribute to who we become. No matter how 
small, every influence becomes part of the greater composition of who 
we are.
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 In life, as in music, unpredictability does not mean a lack of 
structure. Instead, it points to a complexity that stretches beyond our 
immediate perception, an intricate dance between order and surprise 
where growth and discovery flourish. By exploring these chaotic 
beginnings, we question fate and free will.
 Are we destined to become a certain way, or do we shape our 
lives through our choices? Fate offers comfort by suggesting a design 
behind life’s randomness, yet true meaning arises from the actions we 
choose to take. Our lives, like music, are enriched by each crescendo, 
pause, and resolution.

Ancient Philosophies
 Since ancient times, philosophers have wrestled with questions of 
fate, choice, and purpose. Epicurus, for example, saw the universe as 
a realm of chance, a place where events unfold without preordained 
purpose. In contrast, the Stoics believed that life had an underlying 
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rational order, a structure that governs all events; they advocated for 
control over one’s responses to life’s circumstances rather than control 
over the circumstances themselves. Aristotle took a middle path, 
emphasizing human agency and viewing life’s unpredictability as an 
invitation for personal growth.

 

These philosophies laid the groundwork for modern existentialist 
ideas. Modern existentialism revolves around themes of freedom, 
responsibility, authenticity, meaning, and the nature of existence in a 
world that may lack inherent purpose.
 Jean-Paul Sartre asserted that “existence precedes essence.” He 
suggested that we are born without a fixed purpose and define ourselves 
through actions. We’re not bound by fate; we create meaning through 
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our choices. In the symphony of birth, we see this idea illustrated. 
We enter the world as a blend of inherited qualities, environmental 
influences, and raw potential, and our lives become masterpieces we 
compose with each decision and experience.

Chaos & Order
 Birth embodies this intricate complexity—a human dance of 
chaos and order, each playing a role in shaping our identity. From the 
moment we are born, we are thrust into a world of choices, challenges, 
and opportunities for growth. And much like a symphony, life does 
not stop after the first note; it continues to unfold, with each phase 
building upon the last. Our choices, like notes in a melody, are woven 
together to create a life that is uniquely our own.
 While it’s relatively easy to fear life’s unpredictability, we can 
learn to embrace it—and not all at once. The true beauty of life lies 
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in the balance between the known and the unknown, between what 
we can control and what we cannot. Life’s challenges and surprises 
are not obstacles to our journeys but integral parts, helping us build 
strength, compassion, and understanding. Every crescendo of joy and 
every dissonance of hardship adds depth to our personal symphonies, 
enriching the experience of living our lives.

Conscious Engagement
 Much like a musician engaged with their instrument, finding 
fulfillment in life comes from actively engaging with its rhythms, not 
from seeking complete control. We find fulfillment not by resisting 
change or seeking to control every outcome but by being open to the 
journey.
 The magic of life lies in its unpredictability and ability to surprise, 
challenge, and inspire us. When we allow ourselves to be swept up by 
life’s symphony, we hear its deeper harmonies, the subtle rhythms that 
guide us forward and reveal our true potential.
 Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Life is a journey, not a destination.” 
Just as a symphony is experienced moment by moment, life unfolds 
in a series of interconnected events, each a note contributing to the 

larger whole. This journey of living is an ongoing 
experience shaped by the harmonious 

interplay of chance, choice, and 
change.

The Great Adventure
     As Helen Keller once said, 
“Life is either a daring adventure 
or nothing.”
   This sentiment serves as a 
fitting reminder that we are each 
on a unique journey, shaped by 
our choices, actions, and responses 
to the unknown. Like a symphony, 

life is an adventure best experienced 
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with an open heart and a spirit willing to embrace both the highs and 
lows.
 Viewing life as a symphony reminds us that each phase, challenge, 
and joy adds richness and texture to our existence. The unpredictability 
of life, far from something to fear, becomes something to celebrate. We 
find our strength, creativity, and resilience in the surprises and the 
unknowns. In this way, we see that life’s true meaning is not found in 
arriving at a destination but in embracing the journey, each step filled 
with potential, purpose, and beauty.

The Symphony Continues
 One thing is for certain: our lives will continue to present us 
with challenges, crescendos of joy, and moments of quiet reflection. 
No single note, choice, or moment defines us; rather, the sum of our 
experiences shapes who we become. Like a great symphony, our lives 
are shaped by every twist, turn, note, and silence.
 We may not always understand the symphony we are creating, 
but we can trust in its unfolding, knowing that 
most experiences add to the richness of our 
journey. Just as musicians must practice, 
learn, and adapt, we should also fully 
engage with life, embracing the order 
and chaos that shape our paths. As we 
continue, we will find that our lives, 
like music, hold an infinite potential 
for growth, change, and fulfillment.
 As Helen Keller said, this is our 
great adventure—the journey of our 
existence—and ours to embrace.
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