
Look To The West
#07

01

Hyphenation Alienation
Desolation

Feedback

Date Published  July 2025

Societies form when people of common interests, or living by 
one another, come together, establish rules, traditions, and 
institutions to govern their interactions and promote a 
collective well-being. Families merge into tribes, tribes into 
states, and states into nations.  Humans, having no real 
defensive or offensive weapons as part of our design, learned 
that our greatest weapon was cooperation. From the dawn of 
Humanity, we have formed and created many sizes, types, and 
kinds of societies. From countries, cities and towns, to 
churches, civic groups, even HOA's all are societies formed to 
govern parts of our collective lives. Masonry, whether you call it 
a fraternity, brotherhood, or simply the craft, is a society. We 
have created rules, traditions, and institutions in order to 
further our collective interests in this system of morality.
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We want to hear from you! 
Feedback is always 
welcome. Want to write a 
piece? We're digital, we will 
give room to your voice!

Events, lodge information, 
interviews, all are welcome.
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Hyphenation Alienation
Desolation

Like all societies, men have came together and put their own 
self interests aside to create a framework whereby us Masons 
can meet, communicate and work with each other in harmony.

  Many statements and slogans have been made about this 
simple tendency of humans to form groups. As Kentucky 
Masons we're all familiar with the state motto, "United we 
stand, divided we fall". As a Scottish Rite Mason, "Order ab 
Chao" order out of chaos. In building that society the chaos of 
the individual succumbs to the order of the society. My purpose 
here isn't to do a deep dive into societal formations, but to 
merely show it is a fundamental principle of human nature and 
human survival. We all know that unity builds strength. Most of 
us were taught the concept of a melting pot while growing up. 
People coming together and blending their differences until 
united as a common mass with common values. Masonry as a 
society even has a certain lesson about a lowly trowel, 
cementing us all into a common bond.

However as societies go on an odd thing starts to happen. 
People get restless, or perhaps struggle is introduced, and we 
look for those in our society to blame. We start trying to show 
how different we are, how our way is better. We start 
hyphenating. In religion we split into denominations. Judaism 
has it's schisms like Orthodox Jews, Reform Jews, Humanistic 
Jews and so on. Christianity has an estimated 45,000 
denominations alone. Maybe your a Baptist Christian, or a 
Lutheran Christian, Methodist Christian, and on and on. Islam 
isn't immune, just ask the Sunnis, Shias, Sufis and many more. 

What about secular societies? Remember when we were 
Americans? Now were all divided by ethic hyphens. African- 
American, Caucasian-American, you get the point. More and 
more all our societies begin to hyphenate, destroying the very 
thing that defines a society, UNITY. And, I ask you, has pushing 
differences ever made a society stronger? Better? Safer? 

The short answer is no. When societies start hyphenating, they 
start collapsing. You cannot have unity based on divisiveness. 
Remember the act of forming a society, is people first coming 

If you have met Bro. Eastham, he 
has certainly left an impression on 
you! Either by his extensive 
knowledge of Masonry, his 
dedication to impeccable degree 
work, or just by his sheer presence, 
you quickly realize Barry is a literal 
giant of Kentucky Freemasonry!

Barry was raised in Greenup 89 in 
1995 and hasn't rested much since. 
He is a 33rd degree Scottish Rite 
Mason under the Southern 
Jurisdiction of the United States, 
Valley of Covington. Barry is also 
active and has held many roles in 
the York Rite. Barry is also a 
member of Adhuc Stat Lodge 1872 
in Washington DC.

Masonic 
Spotlight!
Meet Brother Barry Eastham
PM Greenup #89
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Hyphenation Alienation
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together. 

So what does this have to do with Freemasonry? More and 
more, I hear people say, "I'm a green bean Mason, "He's a fork 
and knife Mason", or "I am an Observant Mason". All of these 
are just ways of saying, "I am different than you", "You're doing 
it wrong?", or "My way is better than yours", and all it does is 
divide the society even worse. These designations are only 
useful for selling books, or fomenting dissent between groups.

Mostly green bean is a pejorative designation for a brother or 
lodge that focuses on the socializing aspect of Freemasonry. 
Some believe these brothers are a bit more lax on the ritual, 
and deeper meanings of Masonic lore and allegories.

Fork and Knife Masons are apparently the same but mostly 
focused on the pre or post meeting meal.  Again this is usually 
a negative or derogatory term.

Observant Masons usually believe Masons need to put more 
effort into Masonry, some believe they hold themselves to a 
higher standard. These are usually the Masons designating 
others as green bean or Fork and Knife Masons

Is socialization important, Yes, you cant be a Mason without it. 
Masonry requires one to join a lodge, which automatically 
renders it a social and not a personal endeavor.  Is breaking 
bread with your brothers important? Most certainly. How about 
brushing up on your ritual, or maybe improving your knowledge 
on Freemasonry? Of course.  All these things are laudable, and 
Masonry requires some of each.

The issue comes when we hyphenate. When we start 
distancing ourselves from our fellow Masons. By creating 
unnecessary divisions we start to loosen and break that 
cement, so delicately placed by the trowel. We join closer to 
those whose hyphens we agree with, and push away from 
those we don't. Under this constant expansion and contraction 
from within, any society's foundation will certainly give way. It's 

Brother Eastham is also a member 
of the Societas Rosicruciana, and 
the Royal Order of Scotland.

I have personally witnessed Brother 
Eastham perform in not only the 
Chivalric degrees of the York Rite, 
but also the Super Excellent Master 
degree performed by the Grand 
Council of Kentucky. He puts his 
heart into his work and it is clearly 
evident. In a time where some 
lodges struggle with even 
adequate degree work, to see 
someone perform so many varied 
roles with this level of fervency and 
energy is quite a privilege indeed!

Masonic 
Spotlight!
Meet Brother Barry Eastham
PM Greenup #89
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a lesson we usually learn once it's too late.

Rather than causing us to coalesce, these hyphens cause 
alienation. One of the greatest travesties in Masonry is to 
cause another brother to feel beneath another, or less valued, 
however that is all these labels do.

Once that foundation is cracked beyond repair, we find our 
brotherhood in desolation. Unable to unite on our shared 
principles, and only able to see the distances caused by 
hyphens, our society, our fraternity, our once united 
brotherhood will collapse.

Look at history of nations, of societies, organizations, what 
have you. This is the path of all societies, ours will be no 
different.

You want to practice Masonry the way it was intended? You 
want to preserve or grow this society? How about just being a 
Mason. A member of a near perfect society,designed by very 
imperfect men. Maybe even just brother, works fine too.
Stop hyphenating, stop alienating, only by learning to once 
again unite, will this society ever regain her strength and 
prominence.

On June 23rd I had the honor to 
attend St John the Baptist night at 
Devotion 160. With over 50 brothers 
in attendance it was quite the 
night. Food was prepared by 
Brother Tristan Root, and his wife 
Brandi. As always the meal was 
excellent. Education that evening 
was provided by Brothers Root and 
Lincoln Erickson, one of Devotion's 
newest Master Masons! Both 
delivered a speech about Saint 
John the Baptist. Afterwards 
conversation was had by many on 
the patio.  If you have never 
attended Devotion, you are missing 
out. One of the more modern and 
comfortable lodges, furnished with 
a commercial grade kitchen, and a 
world class chef in Tristan "Gordon 
Ramsey" Root! 

Join us on a 
visit to:

Devotion 160
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Lecture Slideshows
Remember the slides you were shown on your way through the 
various degrees? At CDR we do too, and decided to modernize 
and upscale the images. After some expense and a great 
investment in time, we present them to you. Best part, the cost 
is every Freemason's favorite, free! We just ask that you make 
a donation to Masons Helping Masons. We will help you engage 
your candidates and brothers, and you get to help our greatest 
outreach program for Masons in need.  You get great looking 
slides, and recognition for donating, and we get the 
satisfaction of helping our fraternity. Just go to cdr694.com, 
look for the tab that says giving back, and download them.

Slides presented on the website are without notes, and are 
just the pictures themselves. If you need the notes version, we 
have that too, but to get that version reach out as it has the 
lectures built in. 

As well if you see some of us out and about and we will be 
happy to help you then as well. Click Here 

Devotion Meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of every month with a 
meal at 6:30 and meeting at 7:30. It 
is located at 286 Southland Drive in 
Lexington Kentucky.

Join us on a 
visit to:

Devotion 160
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KfzTg7Vx_Dat096hqgKk6f1-tzVboDBs?usp=sharing


Interviews
CDR has embarked on a project, and we need your help. We 
have been filming interviews of Masons. We all have our own 
unique story, and we want yours to be heard. Brother Ratliff 
has been saving our fraternity's history, one story at a time. He 
has invested heavily on this project, and all he needs you to do 
is schedule a time and talk. Let's face it, Freemasonry has been 
terrible at explaining to the world how it changes people's lives. 
For years we have let others speak on what the fraternity is, 
and most of what they say is false and unpleasant. Share your 
story, so the next generation can relate to you and this 
organization.

All you have to do is reach out to Brother Ratliff, and schedule 
a meeting. Even better, get a few brothers from your lodge 
together, and he will gladly come to you. It costs nothing, and 
who knows, maybe your story will inspire the next generation 
of Masons.

You may contact Robby through our lodge or via the email this 
newsletter is sent under. 

Watch the interviews HERE.

Salyersville Lodge will be holding 
their annual outdoor degree on 
July 25th and 26th.

Friday night the festivities will start  
with the Horse Traders and 
Confidence Degree. This is open to 
all Master Masons.

Saturday morning breakfast will 
begin at 8am, followed by t6he first 
section of the Master Mason 
Degree. Saturday evening will be 
supper followed by the long form of 
the Master Mason degree. Get a 
hotel room and make a weekend of  
fellowship and memories. I am told 
the Ramada there takes good care 
of people!

Mark Your 
Calendars:

Salyersville 
Outdoor Degree
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https://www.youtube.com/@CDR694-b6p


Events far and wide
#07

07

Upcoming Events

Notices

Date Published  JULY 2025

CDR694 Regular Stated Meeting    July 12th 9am

Salyersville Outdoor Degree           July 25th and 26th

C.D. Ward Annual Cave Degree        October 11th 11am 9am reg
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Do you have an event you 
would like us to share? 
Email us.
Degrees, get togethers, we 
will share all.

Just send us an email to the 
address you recieve this 
newsletter from. We will do 
our best to get them added. 
Need 2 months lead time.
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