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EXCUSE vs REASON
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The most memorized line of all that has ever been written 
about Masonry isn't about morality. It isn't listed in any charge, 
nor is it one of our Landmarks. It is not uttered by any of the 
millions of men who have became Masons in their proficiency 
even. As far as I am aware the greatest of Masonic scholars 
haven't written lofty tomes about it either. No, the most 
quoted line in Masonry is simply, "Masonry should not interfere 
with your duties to God, your country.......... or your family." 
Don't believe me, just listen. "Hey Brother Bill, we missed you 
last meeting", "Oh I was busy with work." "Haven't seen you in 
months Brother Dan", "well you know been busy with the 
family." At every meeting in every lodge, in every jurisdiction, 
some version of this line is told. 
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We want to hear from you! 
Feedback is always 
welcome. Want to write a 
piece? We're digital, we will 
give room to your voice!

Events, lodge information, 
interviews, all are welcome'.
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EXCUSE vs REASON
Before I continue, I must point out one simple fact. It is not for 
me to judge my brother, nor for any of us to challenge 
another's veracity. Like most lessons in Masonry, this argument 
presented below, is merely an idea, and a brother should use it 
to judge his own actions, if they choose to do so.

The statement referenced in the opening is the greatest 
excuse, and at the same time, the greatest reason a Mason 
can give for their absence from lodge functions. It all depends 
on context. To begin, let us first define reason and excuse?
Merriam Webster defines REASON as: A statement offered in 
explanation or justification, a rational ground or motive, a 
sufficient ground of explanation or of logical defense. Excuse is 
defined as: to make apology for, to try to remove from blame.  
The difference between the two comes down to responsibility. 
If someone were to give a reason for not doing something they 
were obligated to, they first must admit they had a 
responsibility to do the said action, and will give an explanation 
of what prevented them from doing so.
An excuse is merely an attempt to absolve oneself of blame. In 
other words, they feel no responsibility to do an action, and will 
therefore  blame something else for their failing. A simple 
example is work. If someone fails to appear at a function they 
were obligated to attend, and were called in to work, held over 
for mandatory overtime, they are admitting responsibility to be 
at said function, but give a reason why they were prevented. If 
however they say, "well I got off work at 4pm, but was just so 
tired, I sat in the recliner and just couldn't come." I think we can 
all see this is an excuse. They are blaming their work for 
causing their absence, while avoiding the responsibility that it 
was in fact, just their decision to stay home. 

Gentlemen, Masonry is about improving one's self and one way 
to do that is self reflection, so I will start.
Have I missed lodge due to work? Yes countless times. Most 
times I was stuck on a train during our meeting times, other 
times waiting on that call, and at others trapped in a hotel with 
no idea when I would be home, all valid reasons. 
Were there times when I rationalized to myself, oh I have this 
day off, and it's lodge day, but I want to go to the lake. 

What do you say about someone 
that has been such a part your 
Masonic journey over the last few 
years? I can say it is exceedingly 
rare to find someone in any lodge 
that has weathered the storms, 
fought the battles, been of the 
greatest help, and been the 
biggest pain! 
Like siblings, we have agreed, 
collaborated, and together put so 
much effort into this fraternity. 
And, like siblings we have battled 
and went to war with others, and 
between ourselves. I guess you 
could say we're brothers! 
If you don't have a brother like 
that, one that pushes and inspires 
you, get one. You and your lodge 
need one! 

Masonic 
Spotlight!
Meet Brother Robby Ratliff 

Tyler CDR 694
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EXCUSE vs REASON
Absolutely, and those times were admittedly excuses. I could 
have made lodge, but chose not to. And I justified it by blaming 
work for not giving me much time off. I may have missed a few 
meetings due to not caring what the bills were that month too, 
but I am sure I excused it as family time, or some reason.

As we improve in our understanding, we should improve in our 
actions. As such I now ask myself if something is an excuse or a 
reason, and if I can only come up with an excuse to not do 
something, I try to do it anyway. This is a personal thing so it 
isn't for me to tell you which is which, but below I will try to 
give some examples.

If you get off work before your meeting time, or have the day 
off, could you use work as an excuse or a reason not to attend?  
Many do give this as an excuse, Oh was just so whooped, 
needed to rest. Nothing was stopping you, you chose to stay 
away and blamed something else. You avoided responsibility 
and made an excuse.

Let's say your meeting is on Wednesday, and your boss asks if 
you can pick up on that day? You agree to. If he merely asks, 
and you agree, work did not stop you from attending, you 
chose not to, that is an an excuse. You already had an 
obligation and you chose to attend another one.

What if your schedule shifts and now you are required to be at 
work during your meeting time? Thats a pretty solid reason, 
but if Masonry matters to you, couldn't you find another lodge, 
another meeting, if you had too? Just a question.

What if your child has a game or recital on your meeting day? 
Pretty good reason I think we all agree. But, what if you know 
your meeting is on Tuesday, and you just randomly schedule an 
event for that day? You already knew you had a commitment, 
maybe thats more excuse than reason. Gotta take the wife out 
for the Anniversary? You probably better do that.  Just decide 
to sit at home while everyone watches their tablets in their 
own rooms? Maybe you're not as committed to Masonry as you 
think.

Crossed the river on this one! 
About 28 miles north of Louisville, 
Kentucky is the small town of 
Lexington, Indiana. Originally 
settled in 1810, its founding 
predates the establishment of both 
its home state and county. 
Originally considered for the capital 
of Indiana, it ultimately lost out to 
first Corydon then Indianapolis. 

Nestled in this quaint burgh is 
English Lodge 622, chartered in 
1899. The lodge was originally 
chartered as Scott 20, in honor of 
the county in which it sits. The 
current building was dedicated in 
1966 on a plot of land donated by 
Lowell Whitlatch. It was renamed  
as English Lodge  after M.W.P.G.M 
William Eastin English F.&A.M of 
Indiana.

Join us on a 
visit to:

English 622 IN
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EXCUSE vs REASON
Those are just examples, some of which I use to decide 
whether I'm making an excuse or a reason. Again it is for each 
of us to decide.

However what I can say without hesitation is that as men, 
fathers, husbands, Masons, we owe ALL our obligations; God, 
Family, Occupation, Country, and Masonry, the dignity of 
honesty. We must strive to accept our responsibilities to all 
these things, and when we must prioritize one over the other, 
we should hold ourselves to making sure we have a reason. 

When we hold our family, or a job or other obligations out as a 
reason, we should ask ourselves if that is really the case. 
Doesn't hiding behind them to shield us of responsibility, in 
effect cheapen them? Not to mention, what does it teach our 
families, especially children, if they constantly see us ducking 
responsibilities and hiding behind family, work or other things? 
Look at what it has already taught the generations behind us. 
They have excuses for everything, and rarely know the 
difference between reason and excuse.

I get it, sometimes Masonry isn't fun. Sometimes talking about 
stuff for months on end without seeing fruition gets old. But, 
let us remember that this institution of ours is a responsibility, 
just like the others, and deserves more than excuses.

To close my brothers, it is no one's place to tell you what 
priorities you should follow, and as that line says, Masonry shall 
not interfere with your other duties. In fact it should 
compliment and embellish them. However in your path to 
improve yourself, try asking if something is an excuse or a 
reason. Could you really not attend to something you were 
obligated to, or do you merely want to shift responsibility? Only 
you can answer, and only you can judge yourself. 

These brothers do an annual 
fundraiser where they give out pork 
chops. The food is free, they just 
ask the recipient to donate what 
they can or feel. Once a year traffic 
in this small town will back up 
around  the lodge as people are 
brought in by the wonderful smells 
coming from the grills. As you look 
around, you will start to see some 
familiar faces, as many Kentucky 
Masons can be seen in the crowd. 
On my visit, Milford Lodge was well 
represented as well as others from 
district 17.

Join us on a 
visit to:

English 622 IN
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Lecture Slideshows
Remember the slides you were shown on your way through the 
various degrees? At CDR we do too, and decided to modernize 
and upscale the images. After some expense and a great 
investment in time, we present them to you. Best part, the cost 
is every Freemason's favorite, free! We just ask that you make 
a donation to Masons Helping Masons. We will help you engage 
your candidates and brothers, and you get to help our greatest 
outreach program for Masons in need.  You get great looking 
slides, and recognition for donating, and we get the 
satisfaction of helping our fraternity. Just go to cdr694.com, 
look for the tab that says giving back, and download them.

Slides presented on the website are without notes, and are 
just the pictures themselves. If you need the notes version, we 
have that too, but to get that version reach out as it has the 
lectures built in. 

As well you see some of us out and about and we will be 
happy to help you then as well. 

In 2022 the brothers of C.D. Ward 
lodge located in East Bernstadt 
Kentucky had an idea. "What if we 
host a quality degree, showcasing 
degree teams from different 
locations and jusrisdictions, and for 
good measure, do it in a cave?" 
Well, for the last 3 years, they have 
answered that question! A great 
time had by hundreds of Masons 
who have attended it over the 
years!

In 2022 under then Master Jimmie 
Shaggie Hampton, the degree was 
put on by the Lexington Scottish 
Rite Degree team to the enjoyment 
of 98 brothers in attendance from 
over 4 states.

In 2023 a South Carolina degree 
team kept the attention of over 119 
brothers from 5 states.

Mark your 
calendar:

C.D. Ward 
Annual Cave 
Degree
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Interviews
CDR has embarked on a project, and we need your help. We 
have been filming interviews of Masons. We all have our own 
unique story, and we want yours to be heard. Brother Ratliff 
has been saving our fraternity's history, one story at a time. He 
has invested heavily on this project, and all he needs you to do 
is schedule a time and talk. Let's face it, Freemasonry has been 
terrible at explaining to the world how it changes people's lives. 
For years we have let others speak on what the fraternity is, 
and most of what they say is false and unpleasant. Share your 
story, so the next generation can relate to you and this 
organization.

All you have to do is reach out to Brother Ratliff, and schedule 
a meeting. Even better, get a few brothers from your lodge 
together, and he will gladly come to you. It costs nothing, and 
who knows, maybe your story will inspire the next generation 
of Masons.

You may contact Robby through our lodge or via the email this 
newsletter is sent under. 

2024, Brother Ben Bowen and the 
Holler Boys from western Kentucky 
performed the degree for over 120 
brothers in attendance.

This year promises to be another 
great year. A degree team from 
Tennessee will be on hand to 
perform the degree.

If you wish to attend, this year it 
will be held on October 11th. 
Registration begins at 9am, with 
the degree kicking off at 11am. 
There will be a break for lunch 
around 1pm, and the rest of the 
degree will be presented after. Plan 
on bringing a chair, a jacket, and a 
friend! As the degree is in a cave 
temperatures will be on the cold 
side. Hats are permitted to be worn 
as well.

Mark Your 
Calendars:

C.D. Ward 
Annual Cave 
Degree
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Events far and wide
#06
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Upcomming Events

Notices

Date Published  JUNE 2025

CDR694 Regular Stated Meeting   June 14th 9am

C.D. Ward Annual Cave Degree      October 11th 11am 9am regis.
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Do you have an event you 
would like us to share? 
Email us.
Degrees, get togethers, we 
will share all.

Just send us an email to the 
address you recieve this 
newsletter from. We will do 
our best to get them added. 
Need 2 months lead time.
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