The Terrace News

lssue |11 - October 11, 1993 - Published by your Riverland Torrace Naighborhood Association

NEXT MEETING - OCTOBER 17 - 3:00 PM - JAMES ISLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
ISSUE: TRIMMING OF TREES FOR POWER LINES BY SCE&G

-

Thanks to all of you who have already signed our petition asking SCE&G to halt the "damaging” of our trees
until 2 satisfactory compromise can be reached. We have already been granted a stay for the trees, however,
it is important that we obtain as many signatures on the petition as possible to show SCE&G an accurate
account of how many residents are against the cutting of the trees. If you have not yet signed a petition, you
may either do <o at the meeting, or can call Valerie Lamont at 795-8735 and she will bring one by. Special
thanks also to the Riverland Terrace Garden Club for their ongoing support in this effort!

The petition specifically reads: "SCERS is in the process of upgradiag the power lines in Riverland Tarrace. So far, this
has resulted in severs disfigurement of live oak trees on Plymouth Avenus and Wappoo Hall Road. As residents of Riverland
Terrace, this causes us great concern. One of the characterizing features of our neighborhood is its trees, especially the
many beautiful live oaks which are prevalent throughout the Terrace. We believe there must be an alternative to such drastic
“trimming" of the trees. We request that the upgrade work be suspended until such alternatives can be explored and
presented to us by SCE&E."

Representatives from SCE&G have already agreed to halt their work until we can discuss this issue and hear
our concerns at the October 17 meeting. We have already begun researching alternatives, and it appears
underground wires may be very viable for this neighborhood. We have also consulted several local Realtors
who have concurred that damaging of the trees, in the manner proposed by SCE&G (2 minimum 20 foot
clearance across all power lines) would result in drastic property value reductions for homeowners. We will
be asking for a six month reprieve in order to research technological advances that may be used in the
Terrace, and to ensure that our neighbore best interests are protected; financially and visually. We are in
support of SCE&G's upgrading of our power lines and appreciate their understanding where the trees are

concerned.

We will keep you updated on our progress with SCE&G through our newsletter. If you have not been
receiving our newsletters in the mail and would like to be added to our mailing list, please call Valerie
Lamont at 795-8735. Current newsletfers will also be posted on the mew neighborhood bulletin board

donated by Chip at the Crafteman’s Exchange.

Sponsorsd by Mary Ann Asnstoos, with Coldwell Banker, your Neighborhood Realtor @ Csll 571-7400 or 795-7551 for your real astats aeeds!
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Interesting Relic Discover-
ed at Riverland
Terrace

Perchance toppied from Its lofiy
post commanding the river ap-
proaches to the city and tucked out
of sight by the Confederates them-

selves to guard against the possibi]-
ity of its being directed against
their retreating ranks by the en-
veloping Union forces, a rusty can-
non was unearthed from its resting
place at Riverland Terrace, James
Island, Wedn¢sday, by workmen en-
gaged iIn clearing and grading ‘in
preparation for the building that is
to -be  undertaken at his® historic
and pilcturesque suburban develop-
ment. The weapon, that was prob.
ably a monster among mobile wea-
pong of defense or offense in the
sixties, 1s abcut ten feet long and
fired a projectila or bal] of about
five inches i{n dlameter. The piece
was discovered close to what will
in due course be Pembarton Place,
one of the parks that will dot the
residential subdivision, and it Is
said that it will be moved there
and remounted on a carriage as a
relic of War of Secession in which
it doubtless played an honorable
part.

The spot where the cannon iwas
burjed is probably as high as any

—El

on the Terrace, about twenty feet
elevation, and from it can be seen
the confluence of Wappo creek and
Stono river, so it is pressimed Ly
A. L. Welch, of James lsland. and
others engaged in the grading work,
that t{ie cannon helonged to an out-
Iving battery or strong point in sup-
port of Fort Pemberton. a few hun-
dred yards away on the banks of
the Stono and known to be the
chief fortification gudrding the back
gate to Charleston. What must have
been the site of the supporting bat-
tery is not far from Elliott's cut,
that nogv connects Wappeo .creek
and Stono river, but it must be re-
membered that the cut was not in
existence during the war, being
dug well within the remembrance
of persons of a later generation, so
the real mission of the gun was to
guard the mouth of Wappo creek,
an entrance that has not been kept
open to navigation and almost es-
capes notice now,

The discovery of the fun throws
an Interesting light on the histor:-
cal side of the James island terri-
tory that is being opened up teo
resident of Charleston due to good
roads and excellent' bridges connec-
ting the clty with the island. While
more history was made on the !s-
land during the War of Secession
than probably during any other pe-
riod, so far as hostile engagements
were concerned, yet from earliest
Colonial days and on through the
Revolution important events trans-
pired where modern residences wilj
soon be located and further dls-
coverics are anticlpated with inter-
est.
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Ram Room: Eatery
was James Island'’s
home for good times

Continued from page 1
James Island Rams football team.
Superintendent Edward A. O'Sheasy
responded with a two-paragraph letter to say
“yes” and wish her luck, and The Ram Room,
which featured a white, rectangular sign with
green lettering above the front door, was born.

Inside, the orange and black cinderblock

establishment, often frequented by the Rams’
athletes after practices and games and by local
golfers who made it their 19th hole after a
round at the nearby “Muni,” quickly became
Just what Miss Betty wanted it to be. It was a
place to have a good time whether you were
with a date, your family, your buddies or by
yourself. It was a place of neighborhood charm,
a safe place where parents didn't worry if their
children were there.

It quickly became a family affair. Betty's sis-
ters, Lisa and Ernestine, and sister-in-law
Blanche helped out, as did Blanche's daughter,
Chris. Betty’s husband, Cas, who worked dur-
ing the day at the Navy Base, helped out in the
evenings. Two of Betty's three children learned
to walk there, and when they were old enough,
they started working by stocking soft drinks in
the coolers.

“I can still smell the chili and hear the TV and
pinball machines in the background,” says Miss
Betty, now 76 and still living on the island. “I
can hear the families talk over dinner. I can still
see the kids getting on the morning bus outside
of The Ram Room. I'm happy to say that I still
see some of my boys.”

The “boys” she refers to were those who grew
up, literally and physically, at The Ram Room.

“People came to The Ram Room and learned
all there was to know about what was going on
in the neighborhood,” said her youngest son,
Rocky, now 48 and living near Beaufort. “We
knew who was dating who, and everyone

seemed to come to The Ram Room to find infor- |

mation while enjoying good food.”

But they also came to see Miss Betty.

“My life was so happy being with the people
of the Terrace,” she says,

“So many of the kids wanted their parents to
be like mine,” Brenda adds. “All of my friends
said that Miss Betty was so easy to talk to. And
she was,”

Along with the famous hot dog chili, The Ram
Room offered hamburgers and cheeseburgers
and grilled cheese sandwiches. The Campbell’s
Soup machine was always in operation, and the
blue plate special included meat and three veg-
etables. The steam table was always filled.

The beverage selection included both Coca-
Cola and Pepsi, orange and grape drinks, root
beer, 7-Up and Sprite. And there was beer -
Pabst Blue Ribbon, Budweiser, Carling Black
Label, Schlitz and Miller High Life,

On the counter, next to the antiquated cash
register, was the obligatory gallon jug of pigs'
feet and deviled eggs,

“T'm still shocked at the number of people
who bought those,” Rocky Says.

The Ram Room's décor was strictly James
Island. There were two sides to the place. One
was referred to as the “Girls’ Side,” where fam-

PHOTO FROVIDED

“Miss Betty™ Browder, shown in a recent photo, turned
The Ram Room into James Island's most popular gath-
ering place in the late 15605 and early '70s.

ilies could enjoy quality time and where the
boys could enjoy their dates uninterrupted. The
other side had the beer sales and the three pin-
ball machines in the back.

The walls were covered with countless pic-
tures of James Island Rams football teams and
individuals in their uniforms. Many signed
their framed pictures, and often returned with
friends and family members to show them off. A
Rams football helmet was strategically placed,
as were the various sports trophies,

“I remember so very well many of the people
who came in, and not just the customers,” Miss
Betty recalls. “Like Nat, the very nice man who
brought the potato chips. And there was the
man from Clausen’s Bakery who brought the
hamburger and hot dog buns, and the man who
took the nickels out of the pinball machines.

“It was a great time,” she says. “After a deliv-
ery guy came in, I'd pay him in cash, right there
on the spot.”

The Ram Room was open six days a week,
from 7 in the morning until 11 at night, and
closed all day Sunday so the family could attend
church. With the long hours and her husband
struggling physically, Betty Browder sold The
Ram Room in 1976, and it quickly lost its neigh-
borhood charm. Refusing to retire, Miss Betty
worked for a while in the printing business.

“A childhood goes by so fast and I am glad
that I was part of the ‘good times' in so many of
the young people’s lives of James Island in the
'60s and '70s,” she says. “They will always be
important to me,”

Still going strong, she is now feeding another
generation of James Islanders, working in her
14th year at the cafeteria at James Island
Middle School. Sure, they serve chili at the
school, but not her Ram Room Chil;.

“That's a private recipe,” she says,

She occasionally makes her chili for family or
special events, but admits that she only knows
how to make it a few gallons at a time,

Now, James Island transplants can will bat- |
tle the locals for some of Miss Bettys Ram

mn;n g\t:'li. if they're ever fortunate enough to |
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living room.

By ELSA F. McDOWELL
Poat-Louner Raporier

Freddie Crymes pearly decided ot to
show ber busband a tract of land and bouse
for sale in Riverland Terrace. She knew he
would want it instastly, snd sbe wian'l 3o
sure she wanted it at all,

The lot was spectacular. It is seven acres
sloping gently down to Lhe Stono River
{rom a high embankment.

The bouse situation was less appealing.
ihe says. It was originally three separate
buildings. They were in disrepair. The
ool were inconvenient for a family of
five. The groends aroend the bouse were

OVETgrown.

But Dr. and Mrs. William B. Crymes saw
Ereat poteatial. The dwellings were built
atop the foendation of Fort Pemberton, a
Civil War fort that is now oa the Natieaal
Historic . Thee ditch that wrapped
arcund the fort still exists and the
family uses a small wooden bridge to cross.
it ¢n route to the river and dock.

So ibey bought it nine years ago. Today,
you would have po idea that it was ever
anyiking but a showplace.

It is a sumny, epen house with dramatic
vistas and roomy living areas. The bed-
rooms are cozy and modern.

But the changes didn't happen overnight
The Crymes family roughed it a while.
They made some cosmetic improvemesnts
but the kitchen bad oot drawer and cae
small window, The bedrooems wepe choo-
choo-train style so that you had to pass
through ooe 1o gel Lo the nexi.

ow, the three buildings are connected to
form & U-shupe which allows each room to

Couple transform Riverland Terrace home into showplace

hulmmﬂw
The entrance £0 3 spachos
hnu:m-unnnn-hﬁnu
form a bay. The random width cak Moors
are polyurethaned snd & dharrie rag of soft
feeling. .Hhﬂhm:’u‘m
A grand plana
traditional sofa

area, and a

and contemporary steffed srmiem chairy
form a comfortable seating area in front of
ihe fireplace.

In the dining room next door, a rustic
mante] accents the fireplace, and provides
an interesting contrast to the formal dising
room table and chairs.

The Litchen and informal dining ares
previously was a tiny, dark kitchen and 5
bedroom. As altered, it s and

light. The table sits in & bay ares sor-
rounded by windows the grasy
lawn and river.

The kitchen i3 open with chean lines and 2
sunny fee] a3 it has windows om two walls,
As in the living and dining rooms, Mre.
Crymes uses oo draperies i the kitchen.
mmlumm“

'i'hhumnmuum
From the kitchen you enter & less formal
sun room added by previous occupants o

Sea Home, Page 3-F
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THIS WEEK

+ EDISTO, FOLLY, JAMES, JOHN'S, KIAWAH, SEABROOK, WADMALAW & YONGE'S

Garden club dresses up

‘0aks along Wappoo Drive

:B.y DEIRDRE C. MAYS
The Post and Courier sta¥f
X spring cleaning for the avenue
of oaks along Wappoo Drive on
James Island was the end of a 10-
year maintenance project for the
Riverland Terrace Garden Club.
The 75 live oak trees that line the
street were pruned and cleaned of
ivy and dead branches by certified
i%]‘lslﬂ‘ in return for taking part
in a tree workshop, according to
Marie Gandy, historical preserva-
tion chairman of the garden club.
“We started doing this in 1984
~and we've been doing it piecemeal
sinte then,” Gandy said. *We just
couldn’t get it all done and you
couldn’t see anything happening.
This time it will have a big impact
both physically and ecologically.”
“The m was spon-
sored 2 $7,650 grant from the
South Carolina Forestry Commis-
sion and about $9,000 from the gar-
den club, a bargain considering one
estimate the elub received to do
o Clingman, the m?égtméwm
ay , the pro, =
nator who helped get the club get
the federal t, said the work-

%'iﬂ"”* by proect
o er.
the L 7 IM m:;vmt'of mon-
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- ts in the workshop

o
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Staff Photo by Deirdre Mays

About 75 trees were pruned thanks to a §7,650 grant from
the S.C. Forestry Commission and matching funds from the

Riverland Terrace Garden Club.

ing about advanced pruning tech-
niques that included the biology of
trimming and directional pruning.
They spent the rest of the two-day
project working on the trees.

The project was not simply aes-
thetic, however. It was necessary
because the trees were wrapped
with English ivy, which chokes the
tree, preventing it from getting
ample sunlight or nutrients and

e

adding extra weight that it can't
support. Broken branches that re-
mained attached and still growing
were a hazard, along with dead
limbs that could fall.

The Riverland Terrace live oaks
range in age from 60 to 100 years.

Clingman said the arborists who
attended the workshop were al-

See TREES, Page 14

Several crews took part in the workshop to learn advanced
pruning techniques. They later cleaned up the live oak trees
on Wappoo Drive by clearing off ivy and branches that were

dead or broken.



