Quartos®: Prompts for Poems
I created these four-line suggestions for my poetry workshop 

students to kick start their imaginations.
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For example:

In the still heat 
of a late summer afternoon 

Tom stalks the slow-swishing tail 
of the aged sheepdog, its snaky 
sinuousness enticing.

. 
With a wise and weary glance over 

his shoulder, old Shep decides to endure 
the cat’s game, even throwing in a quick

 flick and a flurry of thumps,
 just to delight. 
B

adge of honor

efore

enefit/Boon/Bounty

urden

C

ontainer

hallenge

oping mechanism

rucial fact

D

aybreak

emand

amage

ecision

E

lement

motion

rror

xcuse

F

ear

ighting words

olly

uture

G

ame

esture

amble

ambit

H

abitat

abit

ankering

idden

I

nterior

con

maginings

mmersion

J

esus

argon

ob

udgment

K

in

arma

ey

aleidoscope

L

ocation

andmass

oving

eaving

M

achine

alady

antra

emory

N

ame

otion

onsense

ature

O

rganism

men

bstacle

utcome

P

roblem

ossibilities/Potential

attern

urpose

Q

uest

uandary

uibble

uestion

R

ealm

arity

eason

everence

S

etting

eason

ticky situation

olution

T

ime of day

emperature

oday

omorrow

U

niverse

nknown

nmentionable

nderstanding

W

ater

ork

eakness

onder

X

anadu

-factor

-ray vision

enophobia

Y

en

earn

esterdays

odel

Z

one

ealot

en moment

oom!

Pamela Michael

September 27, 2014

Asilomar, California

