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December- The Common Gavel

Discussion Questions

1. What do the Rough Ashlar and the Common Gavel represent?

2. To shape a stone properly, one must remove unnecessary material and 

smooth over rough edges. So too, with men. What habits/behaviors 

must be removed on the path toward self-mastery? What rough areas 

must be made smooth?

3. What does the perfect Ashlar represent? If perfection is unattainable, 

why aim for it?

4. The Self-made man is an interesting idea, but no one is entirely 

self-made. What are the cultural, religious, and traditional beliefs that 

have made you the person you are? How do you expect Masonry to 

help you progress?

Notes and Guided Answers

1. Break off rough and superfluous parts of stone. 

Rough Ashlar represents the Mason beginning as 

an imperfect man and working on a path toward 

perfection.

2. Many examples. 

3. A perfected being

4. Think about what is important to you. Where did 

you learn to value those elements.

Review the working tool explanation of the Common Gavel.
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