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What this booklet will tell you
This booklet aims to give you an overview of what your child will be learning
this year at Thomas Estley Community College. Information given here will
cover, for each curriculum area:
• The main topics covered within that subject area.
• The types of groups that students are taught in.
• When major assessments will occur.
Many curriculum areas will be divided into terms so that you can see the
order in which topics will be covered. Some areas operate on a rotating
basis, so all topics will be covered, but not necessarily in the order listed.
Your child will have Year Seven Examination week in the summer term;
please support them in revising and preparing for this important time, which
allows a snapshot of progress and attainment as well as important
preparation for GCSE and beyond.
The last section of the booklet will give you
guidance about homework at the college, and
how you can support your child to achieve their
full potential in this area.
What you can do to help
Knowing what your child will be learning at which
point in the year can support you as you:
• Talk about their learning with them on a regular basis
• Keep an eye out for any programmes, films or exhibitions which might
help them develop their interest or confidence in a particular topic.
• Encourage them and support them as they revise for assessments.
• Look over their homework or offer advice or guidance in where to go for
information.
Knowing how homework is given can support you and your child in planning
and completing homework to meet deadlines and to a high standard.
Of course, if you have any other questions or need information not covered
here, you can contact the College in the usual way.
This information is correct at the time of going to print.

Art and Design
Groups
These are
some of
the topics
that may
be
covered
depending
on which
rotation
the
student is
taking at
what time

Mixed
Ability
Mixed
Ability

Introduction and
Rotational Courses

Assessment

Introduction - Shoe
observational drawing
• Baseline
as baseline assessment
Assessment
Visual Elements Project
• Drawing and painting • Interim Assessment
and target setting
skills
during design
• Collage skills
development stages
• Clay skills
of each course
• Peer Assessment

Citizenship /
Religious Education
Autumn
Spring

Groups

Focus

Mixed

Conflict Resolution

Mixed

Summer Mixed

Assessment

One assessed task a
People who changed term, focussed on
citizen ship and/or
the World
personal, learning and
thinking skills.
Globalisation

Computing
Focus

Assessment

Computing involves the science of computers.
We cover six strands of computing, each unit of
work taking around six weeks:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Algorithms and Computational Thinking
Programming (using Scratch & Python)
Hardware and Software
Data and Data Representation
Communication and Networks
IT Skills*

* IT Skills (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc) are
also taught in other subjects throughout the
year.

A national baseline
assessment in the
first term
Ongoing assessment
of work at the end of
each unit

Design and Technology

These are
some of
the topics
that may
be covered
depending
on which
rotation the
student is
taking at
what time

Groups

Focus Rotational Courses

Mixed
Ability

Research / Artist Designer /
D&T Starter Activity

Mixed
Ability

Textile Design
Super hero cushion - Smart
Modern Textiles

Mixed
Ability

Food Preparation and Nutrition
Introduction to Food Skills and
Equipment and Healthy Eating

Mixed
Ability

Resistant Materials
Introduction to Workshop Skills • Peer
- Key Rings
Assessment

Mixed
Ability

Product Design
Clocks / Mechanisms

Assessment
• Baseline

Assessment
• Interim

Assessment
and target
setting during
design
development
stages of
each course

• End of Course

Assessment

Drama
Groups
Autumn

Focus

Assessment

Mixed Ability • Trust
• Evacuation
• Children’s TV

• Formal level

Mixed Ability • The child who did
not want to go to
school (Bullying)
• Ribbon of Silver

• Formal level

Summer Mixed Ability • Physical Theatre
• Shakespeare

• Formal level

Spring

awarded at half term
and Christmas
• Self/Peer/Teacher
assessments given
during lessons
awarded at Easter
• Self/Peer/Teacher

assessments given
during lessons
awarded at the end
of the year
• Self/Peer/Teacher
assessments given
during lessons

English
Groups

Focus

Assessment

Autumn

Mixed
Bridging topic - Book
ability for
Reviews
one month Myself and
Autobiography
Superheroes

Reading/Spelling (Sept)
Reading and Writing
Task
Speaking and Listening
Assessment

Spring

Ability Sets Pre C20th Texts
Story Writing

Writing Task
Formal Examinations in
Reading and Writing

Summer Ability Sets Class Novel
Monsters
Mystery/Imagination

Writing Task
Reading Task
Speaking and Listening
Assessment

Geography
Groups

Focus

Assessment

Autumn

Mixed Ability Basic Skills

Skills Test

Autumn

Mixed Ability Geography
Skills

Maps Symbols assessment
End of Unit Test

Spring

Mixed Ability Settlements

Shopping Booklet Enquiry
End of Unit Test

Spring/
Summer

Mixed Ability British
Geography

Microclimate Enquiry
End of Unit Test

Summer

Mixed Ability Flooding

Flooding Comparison

The national curriculum focuses on developing learners who will thrive
in the 21st century world of life and work. Functional, personal,
learning and thinking skills are an important part of the modern
curriculum, and schools are delivering these through various contexts.
We have already rewritten many and courses to incorporate these
skills, and some will be delivered across the whole curriculum. These
skills fall within six categories:

Effective Participators

Crea-

tive

Team
Reflective learners

Independent enquir-

Self

History
Groups
Autumn

Focus

Mixed Ability Who had control of
Britain 1066 - c1690
Who were the AngloSaxons?
The Norman
Conquest,
Castles,
Doomsday Book,
Power of the Church,
Becket,
Magna Carta Inc.
Village life

Assessment
How did Harold die?
Evaluating Sources
Norman Conquest
Explanation and
Analysis

Spring

Mixed Ability Who had control of
Britain 1066 - c1690
Wars with Scotland,
Wales, France,
Medieval Life, Towns,
Black Death,
Peasants Revolt

Black Death
Explanation and
Analysis
Henry VIII Interpretations

Summer

Mixed Ability Who had control of
Britain 1066 - c1690
The Wars of the
Roses,
Tudors and Stuarts,
Cromwell,
Settlement

Civil War Interpretations
Oliver Cromwell Evaluating Sources

Mathematics
Groups

Focus

Assessment

Autumn

Mixed Ability

Autumn term
Assessment

Spring

Ability Sets

During each term
we cover topics
from each of the
four strands:
• Number
• Algebra
• Geometry and
Measures
• Statistics

Summer Ability Sets

Spring Term
Assessment
Full suite of GCSE
style papers

• Parents can access Mymaths.co.uk along with students to track homework and
revision.

• A scientific calculator and geometric equipment are required equipment from day
one.

• Lunchtime help is available every day in the Maths Department.
• Students will also receive individualised “Weekly Skills” homework personal to
them.

MFL
Students will study French for two lessons per week and Spanish for
one lesson per week
Groups
Autumn

Spring

Focus

Mixed Ability • French: myself &
family, classroom
instructions and
objects, Noel
• Spanish: numbers,
months, alphabet,
classroom
instructions, objects
and my school
Mixed Ability • French: leisure time,
weather
• Spanish: my family

Summer Mixed Ability • French: holidays
• Spanish: food

Assessment

Students will be
assessed in French
only three times
throughout Year 7

Music
Autumn

Spring

Summer

Focus

Learning Outcomes

Assessed Work

Rhythm
Project

Group performance
• Understand the difference
of rhythmic
between beat and rhythm
• To recognise simple rhythmic composition
patterns
• To develop independent
learning skills
• To start to use musical terms
Rhythm, Beat, Polyrhythm

Ensembles
Project

• To start to use notation to use Performance
piece of a small
a melodic instrument
• To understand the orchestra group ensemble
• To be able to hold your own
part within a group
• To start to use listening skills
• To continue development of
musical vocabulary

Vocal
Project

• To continue to develop
listening skills
• To understand different
voices
• To understand and take part
in warm ups
• To take part in a vocal
ensemble

Group ensemble

World Music • To understand different
cultures have different
musical traditions
• To start to understand
different cultures learn music
differently

Group ensemble

Program
Music

Listening test for
• To start to understand that
understanding of
music alone can tell a story
Peter and the Wolf
• To learn about program
music through Peter the Wolf

Program
Music

Program music
• To start using all of the skill
composition
students have learnt
throughout the year to create
a composition

Modules
Subject
October Community and
Enterprise

Focus
To explore the diversity of our local
community - Leicester and
Leicestershire.
To understand different cultures to
our own (their games, their food,
their beliefs, their hobbies…).
To understand how/why different
people have moved communities.
To be able to explain how enterprise
has shaped the world we live in.
To visit places important to the
community of Leicester

P.E.
Group Focus
Over the Mixed
year, all Ability
students
will
study :

Assessment

Netball (Girls Only)
Gymnastics (All)
Football (All)
Rugby (Boys Only)
Volleyball (All)
Table Tennis (All)
Games making (all)
Attack and defence (all)
Short tennis (all)
Athletics (all)
Striking and Fielding Games (All)
Tennis (All)
Outdoor/Adventurous Activities (All)

All sports are
assessed
during and at
the end of
each unit.

Science
All topics
will be
covered
by all
students
by the
end of
the
Summer

Groups

Focus

Assessment

Mixed initially
then
separated
into ability
groups
based on
baseline
assessments

Life - Living Things
and Habitats:

• End of topic tests
• Assessment

• Life -

Reproduction
• Potions - Acids

and Alkalis
• Potions -

Chemical
Reactions
• Particle Matter Particle Behaviour
and Solutions
• Energy Resources and
the Earth
• Infinity and
Beyond - Forces

activities within
topics: written tasks,
practical work and
some homework
• Year 7 Examination
(May)

Homework
• In Year 7 your child should spend around 30 - 40

minutes on each subject every week. If you are
worried about the amount of time they are spending
on their homework you need to ask your child to speak to their
teacher, or you need to put a message in your child’s organiser.
• Homework will not always be a written piece of work. For example,
your child could be asked to make a model or learn vocabulary.
• To help your child with homework tasks, the College Resources
Area is open each lunchtime, as well as a computer suite and
several classrooms. Staff are on hand to offer help if needed.
• Your child’s homework should always be written in their organiser,
so that you and they can both see what they need to do.
Homework for each subject will often be set on the same night
each week.
Your child needs to develop their organisational skills
and work towards becoming an independent learner
and enquirer. Steps towards this include them
learning to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Find out exactly what the work is before the due
date.
Organise notes and equipment for easy access at home.
Find a quiet place to work without distractions.
Set their own targets, e.g. between 5.00 p.m. and 5.45 p.m. I will …
Allocate time to homework, hobbies, relaxation, etc. in advance.
Work neatly and aim for quality over quantity.
Ask their teacher for help if needed before the due date.
Catch up on missed work.
Talk to you about their homework.
Ask you to sign their organiser each week.
If no homework is set, choose their own useful task to do (e.g.
learning work covered in class, read, listen to current affairs
programmes, summarise long pieces of writing, write a letter to an
organisation, research an area of interest).

Please contact your child’s subject teacher with any queries about
homework, either by calling the college or by e-mail. Staff contact
names follow the format: jbloggs@thomasestley.org.uk.

