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Welcome to our  

Thomas Estley Community College Newsletter   

February 2021 

We were delighted last week to be able to celebrate the Thomas Estley Week of Hope with you all.  

The week before, I had observed students working in college looking exhausted and strained as they worked hard through constant online lessons. I 

had seen our teaching staff grow more and more tired as many worked extra hours well into the night to give useful feedback to students who they 

couldn’t see but whose learning and progress was paramount to them. I had heard at Parents Forum about families where children worked long hours 

remotely, creating and uploading work of all sorts through all kinds of technological barriers and where parents felt bad because they couldn’t help 

them as much as they wanted to due to their own work commitments. I had seen support staff who normally work alongside teachers stepping up to 

take responsibility for much of the learning on site and learning how to support students with special needs through remote break out rooms. I had 

watched staff in the testing centre carrying our their new roles there magnificently, even though they never dreamt of a career in scientific testing 

when they took up their current post. Although I had never felt prouder, it was obvious that the current pandemic and related lockdown have been 

taking a real toll on us all, and that the light at the end of the tunnel, although faintly seen, still seemed far away. Hope, at times and for many,  

seemed distant and hard to grasp. 

The physicist Amory Lovins described his view of hope as neither optimism not pessimism, but as ‘applied hope. Things can get better , but you have 

to make them so’. 

Last week, hope was the large number of staff who volunteered to run extra activities for the wellbeing of the students on site.  

Hope were the students who left their screens at home to set off on snowy Walks of Hope and to cook Meals of Hope for their families. 

Hope was the student who spent his birthday money on a thank you gift for staff who help him every day. 

Hope was the boy who made his own guitar, the artworks made by creative children, the poem written by one of our support staff. 

Hope was seeing our Centre children meditating and our preschool children playing in the snow. 

Hope was being called out of my office on Monday evening to see an enormous Ray of Hope cardboard robot made by Out of School 

Club children who couldn’t carry it, on Tuesday morning to take pictures of preschool smiley face plates and on Tuesday afternoon to 

watch Drama and Table Tennis. Probably much more important than all those spreadsheets, Teams meetings and emails. 

Hope were the parents who wrote to me and to my colleagues to say how lovely it was to have wellbeing recognised and to do 

something nice with their children without feeling guilty. You will honestly never know how much your kind words mean to my 

colleagues and myself, often written when you are also busy overcoming your own barriers, but still with your hearts full of kindness. 

I feel that our Thomas Estley family is pretty good at shining hope into the darkness—I like to think that Amory Lovins would be 

impressed. I know that we will continue to work together to bring hope and purpose to our community, whatever tomorrow may hold. 

Thank you.                                                    

Mandi Collins, College Principal  
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 Year Eleven Assessment 

At the time of writing, we are waiting for final information 
about  how Year Eleven students’ grades will be calculated 
this year. A national consultation around this closed a    
fortnight ago, but there is no final decision yet. 

We do however know: 

Unlike last year, work up until the summer period will be 
counted within the grades awarded to Year Eleven—last 
year teachers could not take account of work completed 
after the March lockdown. It is really important that        
students work hard on all tasks set, as these will probably 
be used to help determine their final grade. 

The normal summer examination series will not go ahead. 

Teachers will be trained to use a variety of evidence to    
calculate grades that are as fair as possible. Teachers’ 
marking will be sampled by exam boards. 

There are likely to be short exam board written tasks set 
nationally that teachers can use as part of a variety of     
information looked at as a whole to calculate grades, taken 
from all the evidence in their possession. 

We should know very soon how grades will be calculated—
watch this space—and also when Year 11 will be able to 
return to school. They may be prioritised over other year 
groups in their date of return, but we know nothing        
definite until Monday February 22 at the earliest, when the 
Prime Minister will share his roadmap. 

And finally, we know that we are absolutely committed to 
supporting Year Eleven to do their best this year and to 
helping them secure an appropriate post 16 destination so 
that they are not disadvantaged next year.  

Year Nine Options 

We have worked hard to put a remote Options process into 
place this year, so that our Year Nine students understand 
what our range of different options entail and are able to 
choose subjects where they can pursue interests, prepare 
for post 16 pathways, and experience a high quality broad 
and balanced  curriculum preparing them for future life and 
work. 

The options process is now complete and the options team 
are screening applications to ensure that minimum grade 
screens are met and that students will be able to achieve 
their best within their chosen subject areas. 

The next step is a complex one—timetabling constraints 
and available staffing are worked on concurrently to ensure 
that there are as few students as possible who have to take 
reserve options, that staff are recruited to meet needs and 
that group sizes do not pass legal maximum numbers in 
practical areas. 

The process should be complete by around Easter, with 
students made aware of their final option designations. 

During March/April, our Year Eight students will find out 
about next year’s Specialisms programme and how they 
will be studying skills for life and work and developing their 
leadership ability through a context of their choice on  
Tuesday afternoons next academic year. 

We will be running the Specialism options process in April 
for our current Year Eight students. 

Key Stage Four Options 

Year Nine Specialisms 



 

Thomas Estley Community College Newsletter February 2021, Page3  www.thomasestley.org.uk 

 At Thomas Estley, we believe that kindness shines like a bright light during these 
difficult and dark times. Thank you to several of our families, some of their gifts  
pictured here, who have kindly  donated tea, coffee, hot chocolate, chocolates, 
biscuits and even crates of fruit for our staff in recognition of their efforts. We 
have even had a box of chocolates donated by a pupil who spent his birthday 
money to say thank you. We are completely overwhelmed and so very grateful. 

Thomas Estley Family shows kindness and thought for staff 
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We are really pleased  to have an additional 
COVID-safe measure in place for the college 
community as our Rapid Flow Testing Centre is 
up and running.   

Thomas Estley Testing Centre 

Well done to all the staff involved, who have done an 

amazing job resulting in a calm and professional 

testing service. 

Once training and set up were completed, the 
centre now allows weekly staff testing, as well as 
testing for students arriving on site.  
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It is normally our pleasure to tell you about all of the sporting achievements of our college teams, but sadly, we cannot in this issue.   
So instead we are going to share our excitement at the laying of the new floor in the gym! 

 
 

Sports Hall 

We are delighted that after years of flood damage to the gym floor we have sourced funding for a brand new replacement floor!  

Pictured above is the installation, performed by a local firm, and the completion - which I am sure you will agree looks great. 

Westcotes Flooring Company’s kind sponsorship has provided the shirts for our U14 Girls Football Team (pictured and modelled above) who, 
at the point of first lockdown, were in the last eight of the National cup.  

Thank you so much to all of our sponsors, it's great that we have such amazing support from the local community.  
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Year 7 

Poppy White 

Ava Bailey 

Freddie Taylor-Bates 

Aidan Robinson 

Harrison Willmott 

Amber Davey 

Paige Burman 

Finley Morris 

Lily O'Brien  

Mrs Taylor, our Head of Maths, is so proud of the 
online learning that the following pupils have done in 
maths. ‘They have maintained a consistently high 
standard of work and submitted all the pieces of work 
that they have been set. How fantastic’! Postcards 
have been sent home. 

Well done to our Maths Achievers  

Welcome to 

MATHS 

Year 8  

Zack Ablett 

Sammy Bailey 

Alfie Iliffe-Ward 

Rhys Masters 

Nancy Chivers 

Maciej Krzyzanowski 

 Summer Sanderson 

 

Year 9 

Jack Gullen 

Eva Crofton 

Daniel Hosford 

Caitlin Fisher 

Ellabelle Weston 

Harry Goodman-Jones 

Larissa Wowczuk 

Ava Buncher 

Lucy Donaldson 

Charlotte Pegg 

Lucas Ellis 

Year 10 

Broden Bryanton 

Ben Thompson 

Kate Willars 

Fin Allen 

Lauren Bell 

Finn Mitchell 

Phoebe Marlow 

Ellie Malin 

Liam Griffiths 

Sophia Poor 

Eliza Hulme 

Freya Hickin 

Hannah Charmichael 

Joshua Gray 

Year 11 

Jacob Foskett 

Aidan Birch,  

Amy Barrett 

Taffy Manyumba 

Todd Archer 

Chloe Attwood 

Chico Gill 

Stuart Bailey 

James Boyles 

Holly Burbage 

Benjamin Harvey 

Tiggy Urwin 

Felix Tazzyman-Luhrs 
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Mobile phones 

Students are not allowed to use 

mobile phones in the college building 

unless they have permission from a 

member of staff for specific work during a 

lesson.  This is to protect students’ learning 

and is in line with our safeguarding policy. 

Mobile phones used in contravention of the 

mobile phone policy will be confiscated until 

collected from reception by a parent/carer. 

For persistent abuse of the policy a student will 

lose the privilege of bringing a mobile to 

college. 

 

 

 

 

College is closed to students from 

15th February to 19th February 

 (inclusive) 

College re-opens to students on  

Monday 22nd February  

 

Winter Closure Procedure 

In the event of the weather causing the 

school to close or causing a problem with 

school transport we will put out an alert via  

Parentmail. Transport issues will also be 

sgnposted on the Beaver Bus website. 

Please check your parentmails and texts from 

the college regularly to make sure you don’t 

miss an important message. If you change 

your number or email address, please let us 

know straight away! 

Headphones/Ear buds 

The use of headphones/ear buds are only 

permitted outside the college building.  Any 

visible inside college will be confiscated and, on 

the first occasion, will be returned at the end of 

the day.  On any subsequent occasion they 

must be collected by a parent/carer.  

Holidays Taken in Term Time 

Government guidelines, which came into effect 

on 1st September 2013, prevent Headteachers 

from granting any leave of absence during 

term time unless there are exceptional 

circumstances (a family holiday does not fall 

under this category).   

If a student has an  absence recorded as a 

result of an unauthorised family holiday, 

Leicestershire County Council will be advised of 

the matter and will be requested to issue a 

Penalty Notice, in line with their policy. 

School Transport  

If your child travels via transport provided by 

the County Council it is a good idea to have a 

contingency plan with your child, for getting 

to school/home in the event that they miss 

their bus for any reason.  

It is also useful to have 

to hand the contact 

number for any query 

with school transport: 

0116 3050002. 

Absence during term-time 

If your child is ill please contact the college on 

each day of illness and leave a message on 

the absence line.  Where possible make 

medical appointments outside of college 

hours.  We will contact you by text message if 

we have not been given a reason for absence 

- please telephone us in response to the 

message. 

If a student feels unwell at college they must 

report to Reception and ask to be seen in 

the medical room. If necessary the college will 

phone home to seek advice or to ask for the 

student to be collected. Please remind your 

child that they must follow the procedure 

above and not contact you themselves. 

Any Covid related information 

(symptoms, tests or test results)  

please keep us up to date straightaway 

by emailing: 

covid@thomasestley.org.uk. 

Thank you! 
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We have been impressed with lots of the remote work completed and 

uploaded for teachers from students learning online both off-site and on. 

Pictured left are some great examples from Year 7 PE, and below some 

quality work from the small number of Y10 students on–site.   

Well done to you all!  

Our remote learning programme is now 

well embedded.   

Our students and staff are making every 

effort to make sure that learning 

continues during the lockdown period 

whilst numbers on site are minimised—

keeping children, families and staff as 

safe as possible.  

Pictured are some of the small percentage 

of students working on site, while most are 

working equally hard on the same lessons from 

home.  

To all of the parents and carers supporting 

learning from home, you have our thanks; you 

are making a real difference to safety as well as 

supporting your own child.  

Remote Learning 
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This term our theme is "All about us" including being healthy.  
 
We used "The Hungry Caterpillar" to learn about healthy foods and to practice our counting 
and made caterpillars for our display board. 
  
After looking in a mirror to confirm the colour of our hair and eyes we made self portraits, 
creating lovely masterpieces.   
 
As being out of doors contributes to being healthy and the snowfall was too good an 
opportunity to miss, we used this tenuous link as an excuse to go outside to explore (play in) 
the snow.  We made snow angels, rolled down the hill, explored the texture and generally 
had a lot of fun—taking advantage of this unexpected treat from the weather.  
 
Back inside, we used some snow we had gathered to create an arctic theme play tray. 
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Year 9 Dance 
specialism students 
have been hard at 
work, improving 
their knowledge and 
skills. A special 
mention to Sophie, 
who has gone above 
and beyond with 
every task that has 
been set so far. 
Keep up the hard 
work!  

Our Year 10 and 11 
GCSE Dance 
students have been 
demonstrating an 
outstanding 
commitment to the 
course by continuing 
to work towards their 
final, and mock, 
choreography 
assessments. 
Students have had to 
work in small spaces, 
and even outside, to 
submit their work. 
Ms Bancroft is very 
proud of the 
resilience they are 
showing. Both year 
groups have also 
submitted a high 
standard of extended 
writing tasks, with 
Thomas Estley 
reward points being 
awarded.  
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English  

The English department has been delighted to see a wide range of high-quality work from all year groups.  

Kai in year 7 has really impressed us with his excellent written creativity as has Zack in 8B who applied Romantic ideas to his own written work this 
week.  

Brandon and Ava in 9A have been submitting some really impressive Frankenstein pieces using some challenging 18th century vocabulary. Poetry 
work in year 10 has also been outstanding, especially the pictured samples of essays from Daniel and Maisie.  
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Textiles 
After half term KS3 
students in ADT will be 
starting their 2nd rotation 
of the year.  

They will be rotating 
through areas of Art, 
Textiles, Food, Resistant 
Materials and graphics 
again.  

We had hoped that they 
may be able to complete 
some practical work of 
some sort during this 
second rotation, however 
that part of the Curriculum 
is still on hold due to our 
current situation.  

The department is 
incredibly proud of how the 
students have worked 
through these subjects so 
far this year, learning 
about their ADT curriculum 
in a non practical way. 
They have shown 
resilience, completed some 
fantastic work and been 
very understanding of the 
reasons behind the 
changes. In doing so, they 
have displayed many of the 
values we hold high at 
Thomas Estley. We look 
forward to the creative 
work still yet to come this 
year. Well done year 7,8 
and 9! 

Louise Burnett 
Curriculum Leader Art, 
Design and Technology 
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In Resistant Materials, Year 8 have been producing initial ideas 
for their mood lights this week. The students have produced a 
range of creative and well-presented design ideas using free-
hand sketching skills. Mrs Owen and Mr Curtis are really pleased 
with the work that they have produced. Well done, everyone!  

Year Seven, some work pictured above, have been learning how 
to draw using 1- and 2-point perspective. Students have been 
watching demonstrations that their class teachers have recorded 
for them to support them with the tasks.  

Resistant Materials 

Mr Curtis has received some really 

impressive designs from KS3 

Resistant Materials students 

working at home this half term.  

Well done, everyone! 

Year Ten GCSE Resistant Materials 
students are working hard on their 
responses to the concept of 
sustainable play - here are a few of 
their initial thoughts....  
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Year Seven have also been working extremely hard at home on their Art work. 

Above are some examples from Miss Fisher's class.  

Impressive!  
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Y8 Science 

Well done to Mrs Bodycote's 
Year Eight group for their 
excellent work on sound in their 
remote Science lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some examples from 
Zack and Joseph.  

In Y10 triple science I have used a mixed of pre-recorded experiments and live 

experiments to enable my students to get the full experience whilst working hard 

from home.  

Feedback 

suggests that 

they found it 

very useful for 

me to be 

talking about 

the chemistry 

behind each 

reaction whilst 

completing the 

practical for 

them. The work 

shown is by 

Holly and shows 

her thought 

process behind 

trying to create 

her own practical without having any input from me.  

I am very proud of my students.  Mrs Rotimi  

.  

Acid Rain 

Well done Freya and Javier - 

some really clear explanations of 

acid rain in Mrs Bodycote's 

Science class. 

Science 
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‘High Five’ for the Premises Team  

Students both on-site and off took a break between their online learning to have a bit of fun, making the most of the snow or even sweep a 

neighbours drive 

The grounds at Thomas Estley looked particularly beautiful with the recent snowfall. Thank you to the amazing premises team 

who made all of the paths safe for the small number of students and staff onsite today.  
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Anxiety 

 

 

Here are some 
common signs 
showing how 
anxiety may 
present itself 
in a child or 
young person, 
and some 
stress relief 
tips which may 
be useful for 
children of any 
age, and adults 
too.  

 

 

 

If you are 
concerned 
about your 
child's anxiety 
levels and 
need some 
support, 
please contact 
us at the 
college for 
advice or help.  

Mrs Smith has been updating 

the Library's selection of 

books on teen issues, such as 

health and wellbeing.  

Some time ago, Miss Cooper, 

Student Wellbeing Manager, 

and Mrs Smith created a 

reading list of story and 

information books which 

encourage students to explore 

ways to create mindfulness, 

wellbeing and good health. 

This has proved to be a 

popular section of the Library, 

with many of the books being 

taken out on loan.  

More recently, Mrs Smith and 

Mrs Ward have created a 

reading list entitled Kindness : 

Overcoming Bullying, again 

with stories and lots of ideas 

to help students overcome 

this problem.  

Together, these two sections 

in the Library provide a great 

resource, with lots of practical 

ideas, for encouraging 

students' positive mental 

health. With Covid secure 

choice and delivery processes 

in place within the college, 

students onsite have been 

able to access these books 

even during this academic 

year.  

Library and Wellbeing 
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 Year 10 History 

Y10 are studying the Norman conquest, as a part of their GCSE course and Mrs Young was pleased with the quality of work them.   

They have been practising GCSE exam questions and acting on feedback during their live Teams lesson. Well done everyone!  
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Miss Geraghty is delighted to share 
this amazing work, which is just a 
small sample of that received from 
Year 10 students who have just 
started their new Core Religious 
Education curriculum.  

They were tasked with looking at 
how people express their own 
beliefs and then to end the lesson 
thinking about their own.  

Very honest and reflective, well 
done Y10!  

CRE & PSHE 

 

Here are just a 
few responses, 
from: 

Emily 
Olivia and 
Anaya.  

Well done!  

People Who Changed the World, 
is the topic Year 7 are studying, and 
Miss Geraghty has particularly 
enjoyed reading some of their work 
around this topic. 

Students were asked to 

research someone who they 

felt had had a big impact on 

people. 
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In one of  the Thomas Estley assemblies, focused on 'Courage and Taking Control', we shared this picture, which we have found very useful, 
regarding general strategies for us all to use during the pandemic, and went on to apply it to student learning and progress. (credit The 

CounselingTeacher.com) The pictured strategies may be of interest to all ages and situations during these challenging times. 

Taking control 

http://counselingteacher.com/?fbclid=IwAR1r7eI70OflhhLzbc2y_TqGy930OZQciJl_aL5jDXou80Ys2hfBwEA4hbI
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We would like to wish all of our current Year Eleven students 
the best of luck with their remote post 16 interviews, which 
are just beginning. Here are some top tips for post 16 
interviews and we have emailed you all some additional 
strategies and resources as well as all of the ongoing support 
offered through normal college channels. Good luck, 

Library 

The Library is having a deep spring clean at the moment! Book covers are being 
cleaned and new plastic jackets are replacing the old, worn ones.  

Long-lost books have been found and books beyond repair replaced.  

Alphabetical order reigns again in  the fiction section and the Dewey numbers are in 
order once more in the non-fiction section.  

The Library  and all 14,500 books are ready and waiting to be borrowed once again! 

 

Helen Smith, Library Resources  Manager, 

Site Improvement Projects 

 

The scaffolding came down on one side of the car park and went up on the other!   

As the work on the roof of Old Mill Primary School was completed, the workmen 

switched to replacing the roof at Thomas Estley. 

We are delighted that the work on the roof is taking place, but will be sharing no 

estimates on a completion date - given how flexible the date was on phase one! 

Lets hope for some good weather - both to contribute to a swift job and so that we 

don’t have to contend with any leaks in the meantime. 

 

We are also planning two other construction projects over the next few months—an 

outdoor free flow play area for our preschool and the construction of a premade 

classroom for specialist tuition for students with special needs in the area of 

communication and interaction, as our good practice ein this area has been recognised 

by the local authority. 
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Health and Social Care students, both working at home and on-site, are exploring development from infancy to later 
adulthood, and the milestones that are expected.   

Students have chosen a variety of innovative mediums to display their work - ranging from formal essay, Power point, 
video and even gingerbread people!  

Well done all! 

Health and Social Care 



 

Thomas Estley Community College Newsletter February 2021, Page23  www.thomasestley.org.uk 

We assure you that these cropped shots are of perfectly healthy students and siblings!  

Year 10 Health and Social Care Students are working towards their second Coursework component this year. They will also attain a Paediatric and 
Basic First Aid qualification alongside their Level 2 accreditation.  

Mrs Hartley taught a Live Lesson on how to support an unconscious but breathing casualty with the primary treatment option including the recovery 
position.  

Students were asked to practice putting a casualty into the recovery position and also to teach somebody how to put them into the recovery position. 
Many thanks to the unsuspecting siblings and parents who got involved and also fellow year 10 Key worker children in college.  

A good example of learning at home and in school! Students will undertake a practical first aid exam in the summer term with ST John's ambulance  

Health and Social Care 
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Sneak a peek at MFL 

Well done, Isobelle! 

 Senora Cornelius was really impressed with your 
Spanish work including great evidence of redrafting 
and improvement.  

Muy bien - es fantastico!  
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We were so impressed both by Mia’s painting and 
by her description of why she enjoys painting so 
much, which she sent to her English teacher, Mr 
Smith.  

We hope it inspires those looking to begin a 
creative hobby during lockdown.  

Mia is only in Year 8 so we appear to have a future 
artist in the making!  
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A recent Y10 Hospitality and Catering practical task was 
to make a Moroccan tagine.  

This is a beautiful dish that the whole family will 
enjoy.  

It can be made with lamb, beef or chicken and it 
really benefits from braising/slow cooking on a low 
heat.   During this time the flavours really develop, 
and the dried fruit adds to the subtle sweet and 
spicy flavour.  

Just what you need to warm you up on a cold day!  

As you can see from the photos, many students 
are starting to think about how to plate dishes to 
present them to restaurant standard.  

If you would like to try any of these dishes at 
home,  please email Mrs Keight for the recipe!  

Well done to our Year Ten Hospitality and Catering 
Students for this  mouth-watering selection of baked vanilla 

and lemon cheesecakes, which they made at home . 

We do hope you all also enjoyed eating them! 

Hospitality and Catering 
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A number of Y10 
Hospitality and Catering 

students have 
completed their Food 
Safety and Hygiene 
training and been 
awarded a Level 1 

certificate.  

The attached photo 
shows a selection of 

these (not all students 
have completed yet). 

The training for this 
certificate takes place 

online so it has been ideal 
to set as remote learning 
and it covers a significant 
amount of subject content 
for Learning Outcome 4: 

'Know how food can cause 
ill health'. 

The Food department have been really impressed with how H&C students have been juggling the various tasks set 
remotely; training for the certificate, studying the subject content for LO3: 'Understand how hospitality and 

catering provision meets health and safety requirements', developing their practical skills and undertaking yet 
another 6 weekly test! They are really committed to achieving their best and we are very proud of them! 

Hospitality and Catering 


