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Dates For
The Diary
16th February
February Revision School (First Day)

19th February 
February Revision School (Last Day)

24th February
Year 9 Options Evening

26th February
Blaby Youth Council Trip
Year 10 Geography Field Trip

2nd March
National Careers Week Begins
SuccessFest
New Walk Art Trip

3rd March
French Primary Masterclass
Year 5 & 6 Blaby Dance Festival
Ski Trip Meeting

9th March
Year 9 Options Deadline
Year 10 An Inspector Calls Theatre Trip

11th March
ADT Technology Tournament

12th March
Trust Science Fair

13th March
Year 9 & 11 Photographs

10th March
Year 8 Careers Drop Down Day
Science Primary Masterclass
Year 7 Paris Trip Information Evening

Assessments/Exams

23  February-6  Marchrd th

Year 8 Assessment Fortnight

24th February
Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Practical Exam (Missed
Students)

17th March
Year 7 Stratford Trip
History Primary Masterclass

19th March
Year 7 PSHE Drop Down Day

20th March
Year 7 Paris Residential (First Day)

23rd March
Year 7 Paris Residential (Last Day)

25th March
Primary Music Experience Day

27th March
Primary Orchestra Day
Year 8, 9 & 10 Ski Trip (First Day)

4th April
Year 8, 9 & 10 Ski Trip (Last Day)

30th March
Easter Revision School (First Day)

10th April
Easter Revision School (Last Day)

6  Marchth

Year 10 Drama Devising Exam

25th February
Year 10 Geography Field Trip



This week is Childrens Mental Health Week as well as Safer Internet week, and we delivered
assemblies around both focus areas to raise awareness and to promote positive strategies. You

will also have seen in the media last week a renewed focus on minimising the use of mobile
phones for children and young people.

Additionally this week, Leicestershire headteachers were shown the results of many large-scale
international studies around the impact of exposure to social media on young people. We learnt
that persistent frequent social media use predicts lower wellbeing and higher anxiety levels, and
that adolescents who spend more than 3 hours per day on social media face double the risk of

poor mental health outcomes including depression and anxiety, with addictive screen use
associated with suicidal ideation. Not only is high social media use particularly negative for young
people with ASD and ADHD, studies have shown that it is associated with statistically significant
increased odds of developing ADHD symptoms in the first place. We learnt that frequent social

media use may be associated with distinct changes in the developing brain in the amygdala
(important for emotional learning and behaviour) and the prefrontal cortex (important for impulse
control, emotional and social regulation) and that students spending less time on digital devices

do better in Maths. 

In the face of this evidence, it is really important that our children maximise their face to face
social time, spend time on offline interests and hobbies, and look after their mental health through

exercise, good nutrition, sleep, family time and friendships. We are increasing our range of
lunchtime clubs to supplement our extracurricular clubs, teams and offer, and are delighted to see

more and more students engaged in discovering and developing their talents and interests. We
hope that we can work together with you to help our children develop into healthy and happy

young people and adults.
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A Word From
The Principal

Mandi Collins, Principal
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End Of Last
Term

Thomas Estley year 10 and 11
PSE students proudly supported
the school-wide charity
initiative in aid of Save The
Children, raising an impressive
£72.86.

As part of the project, students
designed and created festive
Christmas tree decorations,
which they sold to staff during
break times around the school.
The initiative demonstrated
creativity, teamwork, and a
strong sense of social
responsibility. 

All of the work completed
contributed towards the
students’ voluntary work
challenges, giving them
valuable experience while
making a meaningful
contribution to an important
cause. The school is extremely
proud of their commitment and
generosity.

A final thank you to all those who
donated to our Thomas Estley
Christmas charity collections; the
large amount of donations
showed the kindness of our
college community. A further five
large shopping bags were
collected by Action Homeless on
the last day of the autumn term,
and students enjoyed making 15
more hampers that were
delivered to elderly people living
alone in South Leicestershire to
enjoy over Christmas. 
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High
Achievers
A big well done to more amazing Thomas Estley students who secured our Thomas Estley Way Gold award.
We are so very proud of you all, working hard over time to regularly demonstrate courage, resilience,
perseverance, kindness and respect.

Fantastic achievements within our Thomas Estley Way character traits, combined with leadership excellence
over several months, saw three students win our coveted platinum award. They enjoyed snacks with Mrs
Collins, discussing their achievements so far and planning more for the future. Well done to Harry, Jacob and
Joe!
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High
Achievers

Well done to this term's Thomas Estley Way character point winners (above) - keep up the amazing work; we
are proud of you!
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Careers
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Attendance
 
Why Attendance Is Important 
By attending school regularly children and young people ensure they reach their maximum life chances and
academic potential. When attending school regularly, they are given access to new experiences, new
opportunities to learn and develop new skills. These are not limited to academic skills, but social, emotional,
and behavioural development too. Being in school with their peers will enhance their life skills in making
friends, developing confidence and self-esteem, teamwork, inclusion and learning to be resilient.

How We Reward Students At TECC For Good Attendance?

At TECC, we believe that excellent attendance is key to success, and we make a real effort to recognise and
celebrate students who show commitment and dedication. Each week, we send congratulatory emails home
to parents and students who achieve 100% attendance, acknowledging their reliability and positive attitude
to learning. We also celebrate improvement, with chocolates awarded to the most improved tutor group to
encourage teamwork and collective responsibility. By recognising both consistent attendance and meaningful
progress, we aim to promote a culture where every day in school truly counts.

The Definition of Persistent Absence and Severe Absence 
A pupil becomes a ‘persistent absentee’ (PA) when their attendance drops to 90% or below for any reason
whether the absences are authorised or not. Over a full academic 
year this would be 38 sessions (19 school days; equivalent to 1 day 
or more a fortnight across a full school year). Absence at this level 
will cause considerable damage to a child’s educational prospects. 
 
A pupil becomes ‘severely absent’ (SA) when their attendance drops 
to 50% or below for any reason, whether the absences are authorised
 or not. 
 
As persistent absence is often a symptom of wider issues in a child’s 
life, parents/carers, schools, local authorities, and their partners play 
a crucial role in overcoming barriers to attendance and ensuring all 
children can access the full-time education to which they are entitled. 
Whilst the law states that it is the responsibility of the parent or carer 
to ensure their child attends school regularly, Leicestershire County 
Council recommends a collaborative approach between parents, 
schools, and other agencies to ensure that the appropriate support to 
resolve barriers to attendance is put in place. 
 
Please ensure that you work with us to support your child with any 
barriers they may be facing. 
 
‘A Boat Doesn’t Go Forward If Each One Is Rowing Our Own Way’ 
Swahili Proverb 



Broughton
InTouch
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Our Christmas community events were recently featured in Broughton InTouch. It was fantastic to see our
students recognised for their contributions to the carol service, Luncheon Clubs and festive activities with
Arkwright House. A big thank you to everyone involved.
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Library
February is LGBT+ History Month which celebrates the impact
that LGBT+ people have had on our history, science and other
developments over time, helping to shape our lives today. The
Thomas Estley library is recognising this with a display that
highlights key literature, pictured here.

Over a three-week period, a new set of book-related
clues were released each week. By solving the clues,
participants uncovered the victim, the perpetrator, and
the cause of death. Anyone who correctly identified all
three was entered into a prize draw!

For Holocaust
Remembrance Day, the
libraries display
focused on Anne Frank
and her diary.

Left is the display
that complemented
Children’s Mental
Health Week.

This February, our library is
celebrating Valentine’s Day with a
special display featuring books
about love, friendship, and kindness.
We encourage all students to visit
the library and discover a new story
to enjoy.

Reading is a wonderful habit for
young people. It builds imagination,
strengthens vocabulary, and helps
develop empathy and
understanding. Fall in love with
reading this month!
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Highlights 
This Term...

Well done to some of our Thomas Estley year
9 students for their great work in food.
Students focused on knife techniques and
cutting carrots with precision, using a rubric
to assess their performance. The finished
dish was sweet and sour chicken. Two stand
out students were Sam for his precision and
Adam who gained “Chef Of The Week” for
the overall success of his finished dish. Well
done to all for rising to the challenge!

We welcomed fifty colleagues from 22
schools in South Leicestershire to be
trained as staff wellbeing ambassadors
for their own school communities. Training
included studying the national picture
from the 2025 national staff survey and
drawing conclusions for their own
workplaces. We had workshops on the
power of connection and belonging and
heard from colleagues in the NHS around
proactive mental health and wellbeing
strategies. The day was concluded with
some time to write action plans to take
back to schools and implement with new
knowledge and skills. A happy, motivated
and present staff are key to student
success and a positive school community,
so we are happy to host this annual
training event.
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Highlights 
This Term...

Well done to our year 8 textiles students. They have been analysing
existing products and we are really impressed by the level of detail in
their analysis - some examples pictured below. Keep up the great work!

A big thank you to our kitchen team for
spreading a little extra sweetness and
joy throughout the school for Valentine’s
Day.
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Highlights 
This Term...

Our year 10s have already
completed two exciting
practical projects in RM: a
wooden bi‑plane, where they
mastered woodworking joints
and developed their finishing
skills and a desk tidy, designed
using CAD/CAM and produced
through plastic‑forming
processes. We’re incredibly
proud of their progress and
can’t wait to see what they
create next in their mock NEA
lighting project. Well done,
everyone!
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Sport
Our under-15 girls footballers finally got their
rearranged last 32 National Cup match played
against Ormiston Shelfield Academy from Walsall.
Despite us having many more chances than our
opposition, their outstanding goalkeeper ensured
that we couldn't put the ball in their net. The
match finished 0-0 and went to the dreaded
penalties. Again their keeper was the difference,
saving three of ours and taking them through to
the last 16 in England.

As much as our girls were disappointed with the
final result, they should be proud of having
another great season in the National Competition.
They have worked so hard against multiple teams.
Well done girls, heads up, and we move on to the
district competitions and focus on those now, in
order to qualify for the County Cup.

The under-13 girls footballers played at the Eastern
Region seven-a-side tournament. As the County
Champions we represented Leicester City and
wore their kit. The girls played seven league
matches in the pouring rain, notching up six wins
against Derby 1-0, Mansfield 2-0, Sheffield
Wednesday 4-0, Notts County 3-1, Burton Albion
1-0 and Sheffield United 3-1. We also drew 0-0
with Chesterfield. As league champions we then
met Sheffield Wednesday in the semi-final. A 0-0
draw took us to penalties. Grace, Ava and Verity
held their nerve to all convert their penalties and
take us into the final against Derby. A 2-0 win with
goals from Willow and Verity saw us crowned
Eastern Region champions and we now go
through to the midlands finals on March 11th in
Chesterfield.

A superb display from the girls from start to finish
on a cold wet day. Every girl played their part and
we thoroughly deserved the win. Well done girls,
we are so proud of you all!
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Sport

Our under-14 girls bowed out of this season's National Cup away at Northampton
School. With a very depleted squad and with half of the 11 available having played in
the night before’s under-13 tournament, we were up against it from the off.

Northampton were quick off the mark and much fresher than us and deserved their 3-0
victory. All three of their goals hit into the top of the goal from range.

Well done to our girls though; despite their tiredness, they didn't give up and held their
heads high, fighting right until the final whistle to try and get back into the game.
Player of the match went to Willow. Well done to her. 

Our under-13 Thomas Estley girls football
team rounded off their busy week of fixtures
with more amazing success. They met
Wickersley School from Rotherham in the last
32 of the National Cup.

It was a really close match from start to
finish on another horrible wet day. Neither
team took their chances in the first half. It
was the second half where things stepped
up. Wickersley came close with a great strike
from the edge of the box that hit the cross
bar and thankfully went into India's arms in
goal. The breakthrough came from two quick
corners in succession for us. Wickersley
scrambled the first clear and on the second,
captain Willow was able to tap in at the
near post after a scramble to give us the
lead. With 15 minutes still to go we changed
our formation to go more defensive and held
on to take the win and an away tie against
South Hunsley School near Hull in the last 16
of the competition.

Well done to our girls; they have given us
everything. Joint players of the match to
Verity and Willow.



17T E C C  N E W S L E T T E R

Sport

The year 7 girls football team produced an
outstanding display of determination and teamwork
in their away fixture against Brockington, coming
from 2–0 down at half-time to securing an impressive
4–2 victory. After a challenging first half that saw
Brockington take the two-goal lead early on, the girls
showed remarkable resilience. Rather than letting
their heads drop, they returned for the second half
with renewed energy and focus, quickly turning the
momentum of the game. Sofia led the comeback
with two outstanding goals. Further goals from
Bowdah and Giselle completed the turnaround and
sealed a well-deserved win. The attacking play was
matched by strong defensive organisation and
exceptional goalkeeping from Evie , whose fantastic
saves kept the team in the game.

Brockington selected Layla as their POTM, while our
POTM were Evie for her superb goalkeeping and
Sofia for her two goals and all-round team play. This
was a fantastic team performance, with every player
contributing and showing great spirit, resilience, and
support for one another. A result to be very proud of
and a brilliant example of never giving up.

Well done to our under-14 girls team (left)! A fantastic 2–1 victory against Brockington College. Despite the
challenging conditions, the girls battled from start to finish, showing incredible grit, determination and
teamwork throughout the match. The first half saw us take a 2–0 lead, with great finishes from Verity and
Fern. Brockington pulled one back late on, but the girls kept their composure and held their nerve to secure
the win. Special mention to Isla for a superb performance on the wing – outstanding effort!
Well done girls, we are very proud of you!
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Sport

Huge congratulations to the year 8 boys football team on an outstanding league cup final victory away at
Robert Smyth Academy! Back-to-back league champions and County Cup qualification secured. On a tough
surface, the boys showed real grit and determination, battling their way to a 2–0 lead at half time. The
intensity continued in the second half with another well-taken goal late on to make it 3–0, before a late
consolation goal for the hosts. A dominant team performance from start to finish with a special shout-out to
Indy for a brilliant man of the match display. So proud of this group. Well done boys…we go again!

Huge congratulations to the Thomas Estley under-13s cricket team on finishing runners-up in the Indoor
Cricket Finals against Leicester Grammar School! The boys and girls were on fire from the start with big wins
against Leicester Grammar & Kibworth in the group stages, securing a well-deserved semi-final spot. Facing
a strong Robert Smyth side in the semis, the team showed incredible determination and teamwork to come
out victorious and book their place in the final. A tough rematch against Leicester Grammar followed, and
although we narrowly missed out by just a few runs, the performance was outstanding from start to finish.
Special shoutouts for fantastic debut performances from Millen, Neve, Evie and Ollie and outstanding bowling
and batting displays from Sam & Indi – true role models and inspirations for the next generation of cricketers
at Tommo!
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Sport
The Thomas Estley year 7 girls foorball
team (left) were fantastic once again,
showing excellent resilience, teamwork,
and determination throughout their
match. Thomas Estley started strongly,
going into half-time with a 2–0 lead,
thanks to superb goals from Sofia and
Willow. Both players produced brilliant
strikes that beat the opposition
goalkeeper and set the tone early on. The
second half began with real energy, and
Sofia was on fire, completing an
outstanding hat-trick to extend the lead.
Kibworth managed to score a goal, but
the girls stayed focused and continued to
work hard as a team. The performance
was finished off with another well-taken
goal from Giselle, securing a convincing
6–1 victory for Thomas Estley. 

The player of the match, was without
doubt, Sofia. A brilliant all-round team
performance - well done, girls!

More sporting success for Thomas Estley! Thomas
Estley continues to celebrate sporting success, this
time with an excellent performance from the year
9 girls’ netball team (right). The girls competed in
the under-14s Plate Competition held at Leicester
Grammar School and produced an outstanding
display throughout the tournament. The team
faced a challenging start in their opening match
against Hastings High School, going 1–0 down early
on. However, showing great determination and
teamwork, Thomas Estley fought back strongly to
secure a 2–1 victory. Confidence grew as the
tournament progressed. In the second match, the
girls delivered a dominant performance, beating
Kibworth Mead 4–0. This momentum continued into
the third game, where Thomas Estley claimed a 2–
0 win against Leicester Grammar School C. The
final match against St Martins B saw another
impressive display, with Thomas Estley finishing the
tournament with a convincing 4–0 win. 

The team worked fantastically together throughout
the competition, and Honey’s shooting proved
unstoppable. Winning all of their matches, the
team topped the table in first place and were
deservedly awarded the tournament trophy. A
fantastic achievement. Congratulations to all
involved!



The year 8 girls football
team did Thomas Estley
incredibly proud with a
superb victory over a very
strong South Hunsley School
side in Hull, securing their
place in the National Cup
quarter-final. After a two-
hour journey, the girls
started strong and their
positive approach was
rewarded within the first ten
minutes when Thomas Estley
took a deserved 1–0 lead.
Grace played a perfect ball
through to the path of
Verity, who showed great
composure to take the
chance and fire a powerful
strike past the goalkeeper. 
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Sport

Thomas Estley continued to work tirelessly to protect their lead against a determined South Hunsley team.
Willow displayed outstanding resilience and pace, covering huge areas of the pitch to limit the opposition’s
attacking opportunities, while India was excellent in goal, making key saves whenever South Hunsley came
close to scoring. Despite the girls’ best efforts, with around 15 minutes remaining South Hunsley managed to
break through the defence and found the equaliser with a well-placed finish, bringing the score to 1–1. 

Late drama followed when an error resulted in an indirect free kick just outside the box, but Thomas Estley
were relieved to see the strike fly over the crossbar. Both teams pushed for a winner, and Thomas Estley came
close in the final five minutes, but the match, including extra time, ended 1–1, meaning penalties would decide
the outcome. 

The shootout was tense, but the girls held their nerve brilliantly. Penalties from Willow, Fern and Grace were
confidently put past the keeper, while India produced two outstanding saves in goal. With Thomas Estley
holding a 3–2 advantage, Verity stepped up to take the decisive penalty to seal a memorable victory for the
girls. 

A fantastic team performance, full of determination, resilience and composure, saw the year 8 girls through to
the National Cup quarter final - a result they can all be incredibly proud of. The girls didn’t want the choice of
a player of the match for this game. As they explained, they all deserve it as a team.
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Sport

The Thomas Estley year 8 girls football team were back in cup action facing Congleton High School, and
delivered another outstanding performance. 

They made a superb start, taking control of the game early and heading into half-time with a brilliant 4–0
lead. India scored twice, while Maddison and Fern each added a goal to conclude an excellent first-half. The
momentum continued into the second half of the match. India completed her hat-trick with a well-taken third
goal, and Willow added the finishing touch to win the match 6-0! Although Congleton created a few
chances, they were unable to work their way past Lyds in goal, as the defence remained composed and
organised throughout. 

One of the standout moments of the match came from Kelsea, who showed great skill and composure to
weave past a defender before delivering a perfectly timed through ball for India to score - a fantastic piece
of teamwork. Overall, it was a superb team performance and another game the girls can be incredibly proud
of. Player of the match went to India.
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Preschool &
OOSC

Our preschoolers recently enjoyed a very
interactive and hands on oral health session.
Charlotte, a dental nurse and one of our
parents, came in and delivered an engaging
session teaching the children about good
dental hygiene practice. They had
opportunities to look at and decide which
foods are healthy and which foods are not,
demonstrating good knowledge. They enjoyed
exploring the resources, including putting on
face masks and disposable gloves, but
especially enjoying Jack the skull and the set of
big teeth and brush. Charlotte provided them
all with a goodie bag at the end of the session
and a dental care guidance leaflet for parents.
Thank you to Charlotte for providing our
preschool children with such an important
experience, in a lovely, fun way.

Thomas Estley primary out of
school club have been busy
exploring "what love is". The
children have enjoyed sharing
their thoughts and ideas and
have decorated a heart to
represent what to love means
to them. 

To support their emotional well-
being as part of Children's
Mental Health week, they have
carefully decorated a journal
each, they will be kept safely
out of school club and they
can add feelings and thoughts
throughout the year and take
them home at the end of the
summer term. We have also
had lots of sporty fun in the
college gym and dining room. 



Don’t Forget!

College
reopens on

Mon 23  Feb
& closes for
Easter on Fri

27  March

rd

th

Headphones,Earbuds & AirPods
The use ofheadphones/earbuds/AirPods are onlypermitted outside of the college building. Anythat are visible insidecollege will beconfiscated and, on thefirst occasion, will bereturned at the end ofthe day. On anysubsequent occasionthey must be collectedby a parent/carer. 

If a student feels unwell at
college, they must report to

reception and ask to be seen in
the medical room. If necessary,
the college will phone home to

seek advice or to ask for the
student to be collected. 

Please remind your child that
they must follow the procedure

above and not contact you 
themselves.

Thank you!

Mobile Phones​
​

Students are not allowed to use​

mobile phones in college unless they have express

permission from a member of staff. This is to protect

students’ learning and social development and is in

line with our safeguarding policy. This refers to any

use anywhere on the college site, including break

and lunchtime - phones should be 'not seen, not

heard.'​
​

   

Holidays Taken in Term Time​

Government guidelines, which came into

effect on 1st September 2013, prevent

headteachers from granting any leave of

absence during term time unless there

are exceptional circumstances (a family

holiday does not fall under this

category).  

If a student has an absence recorded as

a result of an unauthorised family

holiday, Leicestershire County Council

will be advised of the matter and will be

requested to issue a penalty notice, in

line with their policy.

Absence During Term
Time​

If your child is too ill to
attend college please

contact reception on the
first and each subsequent
day of absence and leave

a message on the
‘absence line’. We will
contact you by text

message if we have not
been given a reason for

absence - please
telephone us in response

to the message.​

Where possible, please
make medical

appointments outside of
college hours. 

In the event of
the weather
causing the

school to close or
causing a

problem with
school transport,
we will put out an

alert via
ParentMail.

Mobile phones used in contravention of the

mobile phone policy will be confiscated until

collected from reception by a parent/carer.​
​

For persistent abuse of the policy a student

will lose the privilege of bringing
 a mobile to college.

School Transport ​If your child travels via school ​
transport it is a good idea to have ​

a contingency plan with them, for getting to
school/home in ​

the event that for any reason they 
miss their bus.
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Since our
transition to

Arbor please
ensure your

child’s
medical

status is up to
date.

























Interested
in a career
in teaching?

Make a difference in your community

Are you interested in finding out more about training to teach locally? - Contact Jo
at Achieve with TELA ​

Achieve with TELA provide teacher training in local primary and secondary schools
with our partners at the Leicester and Leicestershire SCITT.​

Jo can answer any questions you may have:​
Can I afford to train? ​
Are any bursaries available while I train? ​
What is the course structure? ​
What qualifications do I need? ​
How do I apply? ​
Are there any age limits? ​

Visit our website telaonline.co.uk​

Contact: Jo Robotham ​
Tel: 01455 283263 ext 286​

Email: tela@thomasestley.org.uk ​
​


