
02

Welcome To Our Thomas Estley 

Newsletter
May 2026

A Community of
Courage and

Commitment to
Success



02T E C C  N E W S L E T T E R

What’s
Inside...
03 Dates For The Diary

Important dates for next term.

04 A Word From The Principal
A message from Mrs Collins about the first half of
summer term.

07

End Of Last Term
At the end of last half term students had various
achievements & our forest school has a tidy-up!

19

Highest Achievers
Our TECC Way & maths highest achievers.

Find out what our students and staff have
been up to this term.

Highlights This Term...

Attendance09
16

How attendance affects exam results.

05

10 Broughton InTouch
Check out our article in the latest Broughton InTouch
community magazine.

40

25 Important reminders and college rules.
Don’t Forget

Advertisements
Picnic in the park, ADHS support, preschool, out of
school club and teacher training.

Sport
Cricket, football and much more...

21 Preschool 
Find out what Thomas Estley preschool have been
getting up to this term.

27
Focussing on exam stress & neurodiversity.

South Leicestershire School Sports
Partnership Wellbeing Newsletter

11 Student Voice
Harry writes about leadership opportunities at
TECC.

12 Our talented students performance!

Mary Poppins Jr. Show

13 From DMU to Austria!
Trips

24 Outside Tommo
Find out what Thomas Estley OOSC have been
getting up to this term.



03T E C C  N E W S L E T T E R

Dates For
The Diary
26th May
May Revision School Begins
Year 9 Normandy Residential Last Day

29  Mayth

May Revision School Last Day

9  Juneth

ADT Big Bang Fair Begins
Music Leaders Visit To Old Mill

17th June
Year 6 Inclusion Experience Day
Vaccination Mop-Ups
Year 7 Parents Evening (Remote)

18th June
Year 7 Parents Evening (Remote)
Year 8 STEM Computing Trip

24th June
Year 6 Inclusion Experience Day

26th June
Year 5 Experience Day

23rd June
KS3 University of Leicester Apirations Day

Assessments/Exams

1st-18  Juneth

GCSE Exams Continue

27th June
Tanzania Expedition Begins

29th June
SAT Leadership & Character Awards
Primary Music Experience Day
Blazer Try-Ons

30  Juneth

Reward Trips
Blazer Try-Ons

1st July
Summer Showcase
Sports Day

2nd July
Year 6 Induction Day One & Open Evening
Year 9 Work Experience

3rd July
Year 6 Induction Day Two
Year 9 Work Experience

7th July
Year 11 Prom

11th June
ADT Big Bang Fair Ends

15th-26  Juneth

Year 10 Mock Exams

25th June
KS3 Awards Evening
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A Word From
The Principal

Mandi Collins, Principal

An important part of our provision for our students is to raise awareness and
confidence around the many different post-16 and career pathways and destinations

which they may like to consider after they leave us at the end of Year 11.

We achieve this through our tutor time careers programme, our Module days and
Drop Down days, through visitors into college and through targeted visits to

workplaces and universities. Our Year 11 students also receive one to one support
through our independent careers advisor and their tutors, as well as practice

employer interviews, to submit successful applications for post-16 programmes and
apprenticeships.

Recently it has been a delight to watch our Year 11 students attending their college
interviews, and groups of students with particular careers in mind attending a

midwifery experience day and a De Montfort University. Also, 28 local employer
volunteers from a variety of workplaces and careers who gave up their time to work

with our Year 8 students to inspire and educate them around possible pathways.

If you are able to give up any of your own time to arrange a workplace visit or to talk
about your career with a group of our young people in order to inspire and educate

them about future possibilities, that would be a fantastic addition to our programme.
If so, please email PAtothePrincipal@thomasestley.org.uk. We look forward to hearing

from you.
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End Of Last
Term

We congratulated some of our
student leaders, who welcomed
incoming Year 6 pupils and their
parents onsite at the end of last
term, talking to them about the move
to secondary school and the learning
opportunities in Year 7. They did a
fantastic job!

We congratulated our Year 11 GCSE Drama cohort for completing
their Text In Performance exam last term. Students performed
extracts from The Pillowman, Top Girls, A Streetcar Named Desire, The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Black Watch and One
Man, Two Guvnors live to an external examiner. We were incredibly
proud of the determination and dedication shown by every student
throughout the process. A special mention goes to Mr Place, who has
generously volunteered countless hours, bringing his expertise and
years of experience to support and inspire our students.

Our Year 11 holiday school was in full swing with a range of subjects over the Easter period - pictures here are from
History and Geography. We are so proud both of all our Year 11 students who committed to attend and of our staff who
committed their own time to run the schools. Each year, analysis after summer exam results shows that attending our
holiday schools in addition to lessons helps boost grades. Well done, everyone!
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End Of Last
Term

Just before the Easter break, Year 11 health and social care students visited our Birkett House school satellite
base, The Centre, to have a lesson on using the sling and hoists when transferring care users. We didn’t have
to travel far as we are proud to partner with Birkett House on our Thomas Estley site.
 
Students learnt how to safely use a hoist and the benefits to care users and care providers in using
equipment within care. This is a part of their final exam unit and it is so beneficial to have this hands on
learning experience. Thank you to Mrs Thomas for the demonstration.

Many thanks to Merry Maids,
Whetstone, for volunteering their
time, expertise and resources to
spring clean our forest school
area over the Easter break, ready
for the summer term.  

We are certain that our preschool
age children will enjoy playing in
this refreshed area and
developing their physical skill and
imagination. We look forward to
working with Merry Maids again
and are so thankful for their input
into our Thomas Estley community. 
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High
Achievers

What a delight for our Principal to
have tea with our Platinum Award
winners this and hear about their
achievements and career plans.

Well done for achieving the
highest number of Thomas Estley
Way character points in the
Spring term; we are extremely
proud of you both.

Congratulations to our students who have
recently achieved a Gold award for
achieving high numbers of positive choices
within our Thomas Estley Way. 

We are really proud of you all. Great work!

Well done to this term’s highest Thomas Estley Way achievers - we are extremely proud of you all!
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High
Achievers

We are exceptionally proud of our Year 8 pupils who took part in this year’s UKMT Maths Challenge.

The results are in, and we are delighted to have awarded a record number of certificates – a fantastic
reflection of their effort and achievement.

The challenge develops resilience, curiosity and confidence, while strengthening pupils’ logical thinking and
mathematical reasoning. Achievements like this are not only something to celebrate now, but also a valuable
addition to future college applications and interviews.

Well done to all involved – a brilliant accomplishment.
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With GCSE’s starting this term, we cannot emphasise enough the importance of attendance in relation to
exam results. Higher attendance contributes to higher grade results. Whilst those with lower attendance are
more likely to have to retake their Maths and English exams. 

We understand that some absences are unavoidable, but being in class and gaining first-hand knowledge
from a subject teacher is crucial to a child’s learning. If your child is off for an unavoidable extended period,
please liaise with the school to request support and resources to help them.

How you can help:

Holidays and Family Trips
Do not take holidays or family trips during term-time. Time lost can be hard to gain back. You will also face a
fine for these absences

Reduce Illness Days
If your child is saying they do not feel well and you are unsure about whether it warrants a day off, please
send them to school. If they remain unwell, we will ring you. Ask yourself, ‘Would I take the day off for this
condition?’ Most childhood illnesses do not exceed 48 hours. If the absence exceeds 3 days, medical
evidence will need to be provided or a home visit carried out.

Medical and Dental Appointments
Unless an emergency appointment, please try to book appointments out of school time. If it has to be during
the school day, please try to book after 4th lesson to minimise the time missed and ensure they receive their
full marks for the day

Attendance



Broughton
InTouch
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Our latest Broughton InTouch article highlights the fantastic success of our Year 8 Careers Drop Down Day.
We were delighted to welcome 28 employers, parents and local businesses into school to share their career
journeys and inspire our students. We would like to thank everyone who supported the event and helped
strengthen the valuable links between our school and the wider community.



Student Voice

11T E C C  N E W S L E T T E R

The leadership programmes provide the opportunity to develop your own leadership skills and be part of
something you enjoy. There are so many different programmes that you can take part in such as being a sport
leader, music leader, IT technician, a student ambassador and many more, this means there will be at least
one that is interesting to you. Participating in this will help develop your communication skills and resilience, to
learn to work together with other student leaders and to make a difference to your school community. These
are valuable skills that we will need when we move into the workplace. 

Harry, Year 9



Mary Poppins
Jr. Show
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A huge congratulations to our
wonderfully talented performing
students, who brought energy,
charm and heart to the stage from
start to finish. 

We are equally proud of our
outstanding student production and
technical leaders, your dedication
behind the scenes kept everything
running as smoothly as a well-timed
umbrella flight!

From the very first note to the final
bow, our talented performing
students filled the stage with
energy, confidence, and just the
right amount of theatrical magic.

And of course, a massive thank you to our amazing audience - your enthusiasm, laughter and support created
such a special atmosphere. We couldn’t do it without you! 

Additionally, it was such a delight to welcome younger learners from local primary schools to our matinee of
Mary Poppins Jr. After a fantastic show, the pupils questioned the student leaders who facilitated all areas of
the show, and we finished off with a very loud crowd karaoke of Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!



Trips
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Fresh snow, big smiles and memories were made in Austria on our ski trip. Students has a brilliant time on the
slopes with fantastic snow conditions and plenty of happiness all round.

The students continued to show great effort, resilience and teamwork throughout the week, making the most
of every moment on the mountain. They didn’t want to come home!



Trips
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A group of our students took part in
an art and wellbeing botanical
mono-printing workshop at
Broughton Astley library this term,
supported by Culture Leicestershire
and run by the print artist Amanda
Bywater. They were introduced to
mono-printing using gel plates and
botanical materials and could
explore, experiment and develop
their own creative flow. There prints
were refined and transformed into
leaf shapes to form part of the
library’s new art tree. 

Thank you to Amanda Bywater,
Culture Leicestershire and
Broughton Astley library for the
opportunity.

As part of our intergenerational
community projects, some of our
students visited Arkwright House
on 21st April to celebrate
National Tea Day. The residents
and students joined in tea
themed games, enjoyed some tea
related craft activities and had
fun with a tea quiz. 

Another fantastic morning spent
with the lovely residents at
Arkwright House.



Trips
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Our ADT department had a brilliant day at De Montfort University
Leicester. Some of our Art & Design Technology students took part in an
inspiring Product Design and Architecture taster day, exploring new
skills, experimenting with materials, and getting a real insight into
creative university pathways. They also enjoyed a guided tour of the
DMU campus, getting a feel for the studios, workshops and creative
spaces. Huge thank you to the DMU team for such a valuable
experience; it is really appreciated.

Some of our students attended an art and wellbeing
workshop at Broughton Astley Library. The workshop was
in collaboration with Culture Leicestershire and was
inspired by storytelling. Our students designed and
stitched a hand-embroidered piece in a 4-inch hoop,
based on a favourite story, poem or line of writing. The
group were guided through creating a simple design
which was then transferred to fabric. They explored a
range of hand embroidery stitches to bring each idea to
life. There were some beautiful results - well done to
everyone who took part!
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Highlights 
This Term...

Year 7 students spent the day focussed on life skills and awareness
around first aid, diversity and risks, such as drugs, as part of their
personal, health and social education. They engaged
enthusiastically and we were really proud of their mature approach
to learning. Although not part of the academic curriculum, this
learning is really valuable to them as young people and citizens -
recently several of our older students have been lauded by police
and ambulance services for performing first aid to assist members
of the public, and we hope that our younger students now feel
equally confident to make a positive difference within the
community, both now and in their later lives.

Thomas Estley celebrated
Stephen Lawrence Day as part of
our commitment to diversity and
everyone welcome, everyone
valued. Students had the chance
to discuss some of the complex
and challenging issues connected
to racism which we still see
around us many years after
Stephen's death, and to talk
about their own feelings and
values. 

As well as lesson and tutor
activities, we welcomed local
Countesthorpe Academy students
who are national Stephen
Lawrence Ambassadors to deliver
an assembly to our Year 8s - many
thanks to them for their thought
provoking input. We are
committed to valuing everyone at
Thomas Estley whatever their
differences.

We wished all our Year 11
students the best for their 
exams over. We are super 
proud of your hard work so 
far and the courage, 
resilience and perseverance
they have shown in their
studies and revision. All you
can do is your best and your
best is all anybody can ask.
You’ve got this!
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Highlights 
This Term...

Our Glee Choir were excited to sing at the De Montfort Hall. They were performing in the grand final as one
of five schools, competing for the title of Leicestershire School Choir of the Year. Our talented singers
delivered an outstanding performance, with the judges commenting that the group were 'like a family...it was
very special' and describing the performance as 'exciting and thrilling'. We are enormously proud of each
member of the choir, who worked so hard, and absolutely deserved their place in the final. We would like to
congratulate Gartree High School on their phenomenal performance, which won them the title. Thank you
also to the many parents, family, friends and staff who supported our choir and cheered them on; It was a
very special evening and a wonderful experience to be part of for all.

Our Year 9 Computing students are diving into graphics
design! They were busy designing the front cover for
their new game, "Romeo." The story follows a trained
MMA fighter navigating the streets of Brooklyn, New
York on a quest to find out about his missing family.
Next, they will be bringing these concepts to life using
professional graphics software that they have been
using to develop their skills.

During ADT Club this term we made art palette
biscuits. It was a quick turnaround but the students
used the skills of creaming, mixing, combining, rolling
shaping, baking and decorating all with smiles on
their faces. We hope they enjoyed sharing them with
their friends and families.



18T E C C  N E W S L E T T E R

Highlights 
This Term...

Our final Year 7 groups started on their cooking and nutrition journey, the main focus of which was healthy eating
and food safety and hygiene. The fruit salad practical lesson is an introduction to safe knife skills and we had
some amazing outcomes - well done to all!

To mark Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday, our Science
department hosted a special KS3 lesson celebrating the life and
impact of one of Britain’s most loved naturalists.

Students explored Attenborough’s journey from collecting fossils in
Leicester to becoming the global voice of natural history
broadcasting. Through clips from Life on Earth and Planet Earth,
they learned how his storytelling has shaped understanding of
biodiversity, conservation and climate change.

The lesson also highlighted his pioneering wildlife filmmaking, his
advocacy for endangered species and his message about the
importance of protecting our planet. Students were particularly
inspired by his curiosity, compassion and respect for the natural
world. Sir David’s centenary was a fitting reminder that science is
not only about facts and figures, but also wonder, discovery and
responsibility. As part of the celebration, we also held a poster
competition.
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Sport

A massive well done to our incredible under-13
boys football team on retaining their County Cup
crown TWO YEARS IN A ROW! The boys secured a
fantastic 2-0 victory showcasing their winning
mentality and determination to remain
champions!

From the very first whistle, the team were
outstanding, bringing intensity, resilience,
perseverance and a brilliant rhythm and tempo to
their play. Mr Virk is incredibly proud of this
special team - true ambassadors and role models
for the school who should be proud of everything
they’ve achieved since Year 7. Despite their last
32 exit in the National Cup, the boys have shown
real character, continuing to grow, improve and
push forward as a team. A pleasure to coach!

First-half goals from Millen and Shay sealed the
victory, with more chances created in the second
half showing the team’s attacking strength. A
huge shoutout to Dougie, our rock in defence,
who once again delivered a commanding
performance, leading, controlling and dictating
the game superbly. Every single player was
brilliant from start to finish. This was a true team
performance! The goals are set for next year…
and we keep pushing, growing and striving for
even more!

More success once again for our outstanding Year 8
girls’ football team, who secured a 2–1 victory in
their quarter-final match of the Sisters in Sport
National Cup.

The girls were relentless from start to finish, showing
incredible determination, especially as they played
without any substitutes. Their defence remained
solid throughout, while the attackers worked well to
find gaps in the opposition’s back line.

The opposition started strongly in the first half, but
our team did well to limit their chances and regain
possession. The breakthrough came when the ball
was played through to Verity, who finished superbly
to give us a 1–0 lead going into half time. 

The second half began with real intensity, and
Willow seized her moment with an excellent strike
from outside the box, lobbing the goalkeeper to
extend the lead to 2–0. Although Whitburn Church
of England Academy responded with a goal to
make it 2–1, the girls remained composed,
continuing to work together with unity and
determination to see out the win. A thoroughly
deserved result for the Thomas Estley girls. A
fantastic team performance, a brilliant
achievement, and we are incredibly proud of
everyone involved.

The player of the match was awarded to Willow.
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Sport

We were delighted to welcome Xander Purcell from the Leicester Tigers Community Rugby Department to
school this term for the first of our rugby development sessions. The day began with a rugby masterclass for
selected students, followed by engaging taster sessions with our Year 9 girls’ and Year 8 boys’ Core PE groups.
Students had the opportunity to develop their skills, build confidence, and experience high-quality coaching
from a professional rugby environment.

A huge well done to all students involved, who demonstrated exceptional behaviour, enthusiasm, and
teamwork throughout the day, truly representing The Thomas Estley Way! Thank you to Leicester Tigers for
providing such a valuable experience for our students. We look forward to welcoming you back!
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Preschool

Our preschoolers really enjoyed playing in their newly spruced up
forest school area - thanks once again to Merry Maids for your
community volunteering spring clean!

Shaving foam and paint is a
fantastic way to support early
mark making in early years. It
gives children a fun, sensory
surface to explore patterns,
shapes, and early writing skills
without the pressure of using
pencils or paper. The soft, squishy
texture helps develop fine motor
skills, hand control, and creativity,
while also encouraging children to
experiment and build confidence.

Children use their fingers, a
paintbrush, or a stick to make
marks, draw shapes, or practice
writing their name. Gently guided
by adults modelling simple lines,
shapes and letters, or simply
letting them explore freely. Our
children loved this activity!

Preschool enjoyed a lovely sunny walk to the park last week.
Once there, the children eagerly explored the climbing
frames and balancing equipment, taking turns and building 

confidence as they moved in different ways. Activities like climbing, balancing, and navigating space help to
develop coordination, strength, and control. According to the Development Matters framework, these
experiences are key to supporting children’s physical development, particularly in building core strength,
stability, and spatial awareness. These skills form an important foundation for fine motor control and early
writing readiness, as children need strong core muscles to maintain posture and control when sitting and
using mark-making tools. They also provide lots of fun! 
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Preschool
Preschoolers explored position
words through a fun drawing
activity. The children listened to
instructions like “next to”,
“between”, "far away", "by",
"beside" and “near”, and added
pictures and shapes to a shared
picture. This helped develop their
understanding of early language
linked to space and position, as
well as listening and attention
skills. The children also had
opportunities to give their own
instructions, building confidence
in speaking and using the new
words. This supports learning in
the EYFS, particularly in
communication and language,
and early maths (understanding
position). They all did a fantastic
job; well done, everyone! 

As part of our space theme Preschool
have been enjoying the book
“Whatever Next” together. The
children have explored a tuff tray
filled with props to help them retell
the story in their own way. They
especially enjoyed the blue rice,
pretending it was rain drip dropping
through baby bear's colander helmet!

Retelling stories builds confidence,
strengthens language skills, and helps
children understand how stories are
structured.
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Preschool

Preschool had a brilliant time exploring all things pirates! The children enjoyed ice play, building their own
pirate ship (which quickly turned into walking the plank!), digging for buried treasure, creating maps and
going on treasure hunts around the garden. During our outdoor adventures, we also discovered snails and a
slug, learning how to handle them gently and care for living things, and even used books to find out more
about their habitats. 

Alongside this, the children embraced some exciting risky play-building with planks, crates and tyres, and even
climbing trees, developing confidence, teamwork and problem-solving skills along the way. 

Ice play, such as rescuing sea creatures from ice, offers children a fun, hands-on learning experience. It helps
develop language as they learn and use words like “melt” and “freeze,” supports problem-solving skills,
strengthens fine motor control and introduces early science ideas about temperature and change. The
children also explored what happens when they used paintbrushes and warm water on the ice, observing how
it gradually breaks down. 

Risky outdoor play with tyres, crates, and planks helps children build confidence, resilience, and
independence. It supports problem-solving, teamwork and language, while developing strength, balance, and
coordination through active, hands-on learning. Bug hunts help children explore nature while building curiosity
and language. Finding snails and slugs encourages careful handling, respect for living things, and early
science learning, as children observe features like tentacles and how creatures move.

We still have some places available for September start - if you would like to come join and have fun
with us please contact college reception on 01455 283 263 or email Nikki
(nsadler@thomasestley.org.uk).
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Out Of School
Club

Out Of School Club have been enjoying time in the sunshine and have been practising their creativity too!



Don’t Forget!

College
reopens on

Mon 1  June
& closes for

summer on 8
July

st

th

Headphones,Earbuds & AirPods
The use ofheadphones/earbuds/AirPods are onlypermitted outside of the college building. Anythat are visible insidecollege will beconfiscated and, on thefirst occasion, will bereturned at the end ofthe day. On anysubsequent occasionthey must be collectedby a parent/carer. 

If a student feels unwell at
college, they must report to

reception and ask to be seen in
the medical room. If necessary,
the college will phone home to

seek advice or to ask for the
student to be collected. 

Please remind your child that
they must follow the procedure

above and not contact you 
themselves.

Thank you!

Mobile Phones​
​

Students are not allowed to use​

mobile phones in college unless they have express

permission from a member of staff. This is to protect

students’ learning and social development and is in

line with our safeguarding policy. This refers to any

use anywhere on the college site, including break

and lunchtime - phones should be 'not seen, not

heard.'​
​

   

Holidays Taken in Term Time​

Government guidelines, which came into

effect on 1st September 2013, prevent

headteachers from granting any leave of

absence during term time unless there

are exceptional circumstances (a family

holiday does not fall under this

category).  

If a student has an absence recorded as

a result of an unauthorised family

holiday, Leicestershire County Council

will be advised of the matter and will be

requested to issue a penalty notice, in

line with their policy.

Absence During Term
Time​

If your child is too ill to
attend college please

contact reception on the
first and each subsequent
day of absence and leave

a message on the
‘absence line’. We will
contact you by text

message if we have not
been given a reason for

absence - please
telephone us in response

to the message.​

Where possible, please
make medical

appointments outside of
college hours. 

In the event of
the weather
causing the

school to close or
causing a

problem with
school transport,
we will put out an

alert via
ParentMail.

Mobile phones used in contravention of the

mobile phone policy will be confiscated until

collected from reception by a parent/carer.​
​

For persistent abuse of the policy a student

will lose the privilege of bringing
 a mobile to college.

School Transport ​If your child travels via school ​
transport it is a good idea to have ​

a contingency plan with them, for getting to
school/home in ​

the event that for any reason they 
miss their bus.
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Since our
transition to

Arbor please
ensure your

child’s
medical

status is up to
date.

























Interested
in a career
in teaching?

Make a difference in your community

Are you interested in finding out more about training to teach locally? - Contact Jo
at Achieve with TELA  

Achieve with TELA provide teacher training in local primary and secondary schools
with our partners at the Leicester and Leicestershire SCITT. 

Jo can answer any questions you may have: 
Can I afford to train?  
Are any bursaries available while I train?  
What is the course structure?  
What qualifications do I need?  
How do I apply?  
Are there any age limits?  

Visit our website telaonline.co.uk 

Contact: Jo Robotham ​
Tel: 01455 283263 ext 286​

Email: tela@thomasestley.org.uk ​
​
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	If you are able to give up any of your own time to arrange a workplace visit or to talk about your career with a group of our young people in order to inspire and educate them about future possibilities, that would be a fantastic addition to our programme. If so, please email PAtothePrincipal@thomasestley.org.uk. We look forward to hearing from you.
	Mandi Collins, Principal


	End Of Last Term
	We congratulated some of our student leaders, who welcomed incoming Year 6 pupils and their parents onsite at the end of last term, talking to them about the move to secondary school and the learning opportunities in Year 7. They did a fantastic job!
	We congratulated our Year 11 GCSE Drama cohort for completing their Text In Performance exam last term. Students performed extracts from The Pillowman, Top Girls, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Black Watch and One Man, Two Guvnors live to an external examiner. We were incredibly proud of the determination and dedication shown by every student throughout the process. A special mention goes to Mr Place, who has generously volunteered countless hours, bringing his expertise and years of experience to support and inspire our students.
	Our Year 11 holiday school was in full swing with a range of subjects over the Easter period - pictures here are from History and Geography. We are so proud both of all our Year 11 students who committed to attend and of our staff who committed their own time to run the schools. Each year, analysis after summer exam results shows that attending our holiday schools in addition to lessons helps boost grades. Well done, everyone!

	End Of Last Term
	Just before the Easter break, Year 11 health and social care students visited our Birkett House school satellite base, The Centre, to have a lesson on using the sling and hoists when transferring care users. We didn’t have to travel far as we are proud to partner with Birkett House on our Thomas Estley site.
	Students learnt how to safely use a hoist and the benefits to care users and care providers in using equipment within care. This is a part of their final exam unit and it is so beneficial to have this hands on learning experience. Thank you to Mrs Thomas for the demonstration.
	Many thanks to Merry Maids, Whetstone, for volunteering their time, expertise and resources to spring clean our forest school area over the Easter break, ready for the summer term.
	We are certain that our preschool age children will enjoy playing in this refreshed area and developing their physical skill and imagination. We look forward to working with Merry Maids again and are so thankful for their input into our Thomas Estley community.

	High Achievers
	Well done to this term’s highest Thomas Estley Way achievers - we are extremely proud of you all!
	What a delight for our Principal to have tea with our Platinum Award winners this and hear about their achievements and career plans.
	Well done for achieving the highest number of Thomas Estley Way character points in the Spring term; we are extremely proud of you both.
	Congratulations to our students who have recently achieved a Gold award for achieving high numbers of positive choices within our Thomas Estley Way.
	We are really proud of you all. Great work!

	High Achievers
	We are exceptionally proud of our Year 8 pupils who took part in this year’s UKMT Maths Challenge.
	The results are in, and we are delighted to have awarded a record number of certificates – a fantastic reflection of their effort and achievement.
	The challenge develops resilience, curiosity and confidence, while strengthening pupils’ logical thinking and mathematical reasoning. Achievements like this are not only something to celebrate now, but also a valuable addition to future college applications and interviews.
	Well done to all involved – a brilliant accomplishment.

	Attendance
	With GCSE’s starting this term, we cannot emphasise enough the importance of attendance in relation to exam results. Higher attendance contributes to higher grade results. Whilst those with lower attendance are more likely to have to retake their Maths and English exams.
	We understand that some absences are unavoidable, but being in class and gaining first-hand knowledge from a subject teacher is crucial to a child’s learning. If your child is off for an unavoidable extended period, please liaise with the school to request support and resources to help them.
	How you can help:
	Holidays and Family Trips Do not take holidays or family trips during term-time. Time lost can be hard to gain back. You will also face a fine for these absences
	Reduce Illness Days If your child is saying they do not feel well and you are unsure about whether it warrants a day off, please send them to school. If they remain unwell, we will ring you. Ask yourself, ‘Would I take the day off for this condition?’ Most childhood illnesses do not exceed 48 hours. If the absence exceeds 3 days, medical evidence will need to be provided or a home visit carried out.
	Medical and Dental Appointments Unless an emergency appointment, please try to book appointments out of school time. If it has to be during the school day, please try to book after 4th lesson to minimise the time missed and ensure they receive their full marks for the day


	Broughton InTouch
	Our latest Broughton InTouch article highlights the fantastic success of our Year 8 Careers Drop Down Day. We were delighted to welcome 28 employers, parents and local businesses into school to share their career journeys and inspire our students. We would like to thank everyone who supported the event and helped strengthen the valuable links between our school and the wider community.

	Student Voice
	The leadership programmes provide the opportunity to develop your own leadership skills and be part of something you enjoy. There are so many different programmes that you can take part in such as being a sport leader, music leader, IT technician, a student ambassador and many more, this means there will be at least one that is interesting to you. Participating in this will help develop your communication skills and resilience, to learn to work together with other student leaders and to make a difference to your school community. These are valuable skills that we will need when we move into the workplace.  Harry, Year 9

	Mary Poppins Jr. Show
	A huge congratulations to our wonderfully talented performing students, who brought energy, charm and heart to the stage from start to finish.
	We are equally proud of our outstanding student production and technical leaders, your dedication behind the scenes kept everything running as smoothly as a well-timed umbrella flight!
	From the very first note to the final bow, our talented performing students filled the stage with energy, confidence, and just the right amount of theatrical magic.
	And of course, a massive thank you to our amazing audience - your enthusiasm, laughter and support created such a special atmosphere. We couldn’t do it without you!
	Additionally, it was such a delight to welcome younger learners from local primary schools to our matinee of Mary Poppins Jr. After a fantastic show, the pupils questioned the student leaders who facilitated all areas of the show, and we finished off with a very loud crowd karaoke of Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!

	Trips
	Fresh snow, big smiles and memories were made in Austria on our ski trip. Students has a brilliant time on the slopes with fantastic snow conditions and plenty of happiness all round.
	The students continued to show great effort, resilience and teamwork throughout the week, making the most of every moment on the mountain. They didn’t want to come home!

	Trips
	A group of our students took part in an art and wellbeing botanical mono-printing workshop at Broughton Astley library this term, supported by Culture Leicestershire and run by the print artist Amanda Bywater. They were introduced to mono-printing using gel plates and botanical materials and could explore, experiment and develop their own creative flow. There prints were refined and transformed into leaf shapes to form part of the library’s new art tree.
	Thank you to Amanda Bywater, Culture Leicestershire and Broughton Astley library for the opportunity.
	As part of our intergenerational community projects, some of our students visited Arkwright House on 21st April to celebrate National Tea Day. The residents and students joined in tea themed games, enjoyed some tea related craft activities and had fun with a tea quiz.
	Another fantastic morning spent with the lovely residents at Arkwright House.

	Trips
	Our ADT department had a brilliant day at De Montfort University Leicester. Some of our Art & Design Technology students took part in an inspiring Product Design and Architecture taster day, exploring new skills, experimenting with materials, and getting a real insight into creative university pathways. They also enjoyed a guided tour of the DMU campus, getting a feel for the studios, workshops and creative spaces. Huge thank you to the DMU team for such a valuable experience; it is really appreciated.
	Some of our students attended an art and wellbeing workshop at Broughton Astley Library. The workshop was in collaboration with Culture Leicestershire and was inspired by storytelling. Our students designed and stitched a hand-embroidered piece in a 4-inch hoop, based on a favourite story, poem or line of writing. The group were guided through creating a simple design which was then transferred to fabric. They explored a range of hand embroidery stitches to bring each idea to life. There were some beautiful results - well done to everyone who took part!

	Highlights  This Term...
	Thomas Estley celebrated Stephen Lawrence Day as part of our commitment to diversity and everyone welcome, everyone valued. Students had the chance to discuss some of the complex and challenging issues connected to racism which we still see around us many years after Stephen's death, and to talk about their own feelings and values.
	As well as lesson and tutor activities, we welcomed local Countesthorpe Academy students who are national Stephen Lawrence Ambassadors to deliver an assembly to our Year 8s - many thanks to them for their thought provoking input. We are committed to valuing everyone at Thomas Estley whatever their differences.
	Year 7 students spent the day focussed on life skills and awareness around first aid, diversity and risks, such as drugs, as part of their personal, health and social education. They engaged enthusiastically and we were really proud of their mature approach to learning. Although not part of the academic curriculum, this learning is really valuable to them as young people and citizens - recently several of our older students have been lauded by police and ambulance services for performing first aid to assist members of the public, and we hope that our younger students now feel equally confident to make a positive difference within the community, both now and in their later lives.
	We wished all our Year 11 students the best for their  exams over. We are super  proud of your hard work so  far and the courage,  resilience and perseverance they have shown in their studies and revision. All you can do is your best and your best is all anybody can ask. You’ve got this!

	Highlights  This Term...
	Our Glee Choir were excited to sing at the De Montfort Hall. They were performing in the grand final as one of five schools, competing for the title of Leicestershire School Choir of the Year. Our talented singers delivered an outstanding performance, with the judges commenting that the group were 'like a family...it was very special' and describing the performance as 'exciting and thrilling'. We are enormously proud of each member of the choir, who worked so hard, and absolutely deserved their place in the final. We would like to congratulate Gartree High School on their phenomenal performance, which won them the title. Thank you also to the many parents, family, friends and staff who supported our choir and cheered them on; It was a very special evening and a wonderful experience to be part of for all.
	Our Year 9 Computing students are diving into graphics design! They were busy designing the front cover for their new game, "Romeo." The story follows a trained MMA fighter navigating the streets of Brooklyn, New York on a quest to find out about his missing family. Next, they will be bringing these concepts to life using professional graphics software that they have been using to develop their skills.
	During ADT Club this term we made art palette biscuits. It was a quick turnaround but the students used the skills of creaming, mixing, combining, rolling shaping, baking and decorating all with smiles on their faces. We hope they enjoyed sharing them with their friends and families.

	Highlights  This Term...
	Our final Year 7 groups started on their cooking and nutrition journey, the main focus of which was healthy eating and food safety and hygiene. The fruit salad practical lesson is an introduction to safe knife skills and we had some amazing outcomes - well done to all!
	To mark Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday, our Science department hosted a special KS3 lesson celebrating the life and impact of one of Britain’s most loved naturalists.
	Students explored Attenborough’s journey from collecting fossils in Leicester to becoming the global voice of natural history broadcasting. Through clips from Life on Earth and Planet Earth, they learned how his storytelling has shaped understanding of biodiversity, conservation and climate change.
	The lesson also highlighted his pioneering wildlife filmmaking, his advocacy for endangered species and his message about the importance of protecting our planet. Students were particularly inspired by his curiosity, compassion and respect for the natural world. Sir David’s centenary was a fitting reminder that science is not only about facts and figures, but also wonder, discovery and responsibility. As part of the celebration, we also held a poster competition.

	Sport
	More success once again for our outstanding Year 8 girls’ football team, who secured a 2–1 victory in their quarter-final match of the Sisters in Sport National Cup.
	The girls were relentless from start to finish, showing incredible determination, especially as they played without any substitutes. Their defence remained solid throughout, while the attackers worked well to find gaps in the opposition’s back line.
	The opposition started strongly in the first half, but our team did well to limit their chances and regain possession. The breakthrough came when the ball was played through to Verity, who finished superbly to give us a 1–0 lead going into half time.
	The second half began with real intensity, and Willow seized her moment with an excellent strike from outside the box, lobbing the goalkeeper to extend the lead to 2–0. Although Whitburn Church of England Academy responded with a goal to make it 2–1, the girls remained composed, continuing to work together with unity and determination to see out the win. A thoroughly deserved result for the Thomas Estley girls. A fantastic team performance, a brilliant achievement, and we are incredibly proud of everyone involved.
	The player of the match was awarded to Willow.
	A massive well done to our incredible under-13 boys football team on retaining their County Cup crown TWO YEARS IN A ROW! The boys secured a fantastic 2-0 victory showcasing their winning mentality and determination to remain champions!
	From the very first whistle, the team were outstanding, bringing intensity, resilience, perseverance and a brilliant rhythm and tempo to their play. Mr Virk is incredibly proud of this special team - true ambassadors and role models for the school who should be proud of everything they’ve achieved since Year 7. Despite their last 32 exit in the National Cup, the boys have shown real character, continuing to grow, improve and push forward as a team. A pleasure to coach!
	First-half goals from Millen and Shay sealed the victory, with more chances created in the second half showing the team’s attacking strength. A huge shoutout to Dougie, our rock in defence, who once again delivered a commanding performance, leading, controlling and dictating the game superbly. Every single player was brilliant from start to finish. This was a true team performance! The goals are set for next year… and we keep pushing, growing and striving for even more!

	Sport
	We were delighted to welcome Xander Purcell from the Leicester Tigers Community Rugby Department to school this term for the first of our rugby development sessions. The day began with a rugby masterclass for selected students, followed by engaging taster sessions with our Year 9 girls’ and Year 8 boys’ Core PE groups. Students had the opportunity to develop their skills, build confidence, and experience high-quality coaching from a professional rugby environment.
	A huge well done to all students involved, who demonstrated exceptional behaviour, enthusiasm, and teamwork throughout the day, truly representing The Thomas Estley Way! Thank you to Leicester Tigers for providing such a valuable experience for our students. We look forward to welcoming you back!

	Preschool
	Shaving foam and paint is a fantastic way to support early mark making in early years. It gives children a fun, sensory surface to explore patterns, shapes, and early writing skills without the pressure of using pencils or paper. The soft, squishy texture helps develop fine motor skills, hand control, and creativity, while also encouraging children to experiment and build confidence.
	Children use their fingers, a paintbrush, or a stick to make marks, draw shapes, or practice writing their name. Gently guided by adults modelling simple lines, shapes and letters, or simply letting them explore freely. Our children loved this activity!
	Our preschoolers really enjoyed playing in their newly spruced up forest school area - thanks once again to Merry Maids for your community volunteering spring clean!
	Preschool enjoyed a lovely sunny walk to the park last week. Once there, the children eagerly explored the climbing frames and balancing equipment, taking turns and building
	confidence as they moved in different ways. Activities like climbing, balancing, and navigating space help to develop coordination, strength, and control. According to the Development Matters framework, these experiences are key to supporting children’s physical development, particularly in building core strength, stability, and spatial awareness. These skills form an important foundation for fine motor control and early writing readiness, as children need strong core muscles to maintain posture and control when sitting and using mark-making tools. They also provide lots of fun!

	Preschool
	Preschoolers explored position words through a fun drawing activity. The children listened to instructions like “next to”, “between”, "far away", "by", "beside" and “near”, and added pictures and shapes to a shared picture. This helped develop their understanding of early language linked to space and position, as well as listening and attention skills. The children also had opportunities to give their own instructions, building confidence in speaking and using the new words. This supports learning in the EYFS, particularly in communication and language, and early maths (understanding position). They all did a fantastic job; well done, everyone!
	As part of our space theme Preschool have been enjoying the book “Whatever Next” together. The children have explored a tuff tray filled with props to help them retell the story in their own way. They especially enjoyed the blue rice, pretending it was rain drip dropping through baby bear's colander helmet!
	Retelling stories builds confidence, strengthens language skills, and helps children understand how stories are structured.

	Preschool
	Preschool had a brilliant time exploring all things pirates! The children enjoyed ice play, building their own pirate ship (which quickly turned into walking the plank!), digging for buried treasure, creating maps and going on treasure hunts around the garden. During our outdoor adventures, we also discovered snails and a slug, learning how to handle them gently and care for living things, and even used books to find out more about their habitats.
	Alongside this, the children embraced some exciting risky play-building with planks, crates and tyres, and even climbing trees, developing confidence, teamwork and problem-solving skills along the way.
	Ice play, such as rescuing sea creatures from ice, offers children a fun, hands-on learning experience. It helps develop language as they learn and use words like “melt” and “freeze,” supports problem-solving skills, strengthens fine motor control and introduces early science ideas about temperature and change. The children also explored what happens when they used paintbrushes and warm water on the ice, observing how it gradually breaks down.
	Risky outdoor play with tyres, crates, and planks helps children build confidence, resilience, and independence. It supports problem-solving, teamwork and language, while developing strength, balance, and coordination through active, hands-on learning. Bug hunts help children explore nature while building curiosity and language. Finding snails and slugs encourages careful handling, respect for living things, and early science learning, as children observe features like tentacles and how creatures move.
	We still have some places available for September start - if you would like to come join and have fun with us please contact college reception on 01455 283 263 or email Nikki (nsadler@thomasestley.org.uk).

	Out Of School Club
	Out Of School Club have been enjoying time in the sunshine and have been practising their creativity too!

	Don’t Forget!
	Headphones, Earbuds & AirPods
	The use of headphones/earbuds/ AirPods are only permitted outside of the  college building. Any that are visible inside college will be confiscated and, on the first occasion, will be returned at the end of the day. On any subsequent occasion they must be collected by a parent/carer.
	If a student feels unwell at college, they must report to reception and ask to be seen in the medical room. If necessary, the college will phone home to seek advice or to ask for the student to be collected.  Please remind your child that they must follow the procedure above and not contact you  themselves.
	Thank you!
	Absence During Term Time​
	If your child is too ill to attend college please contact reception on the first and each subsequent day of absence and leave a message on the ‘absence line’. We will contact you by text message if we have not been given a reason for absence - please telephone us in response to the message.​
	Where possible, please make medical appointments outside of college hours.


	College  reopens on Mon 1st June & closes for summer on 8th July
	School Transport ​
	If your child travels via school ​ transport it is a good idea to have ​ a contingency plan with them, for getting to school/home in ​ the event that for any reason they  miss their bus.
	Holidays Taken in Term Time​
	Government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent headteachers from granting any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances (a family holiday does not fall under this category).
	If a student has an absence recorded as a result of an unauthorised family holiday, Leicestershire County Council will be advised of the matter and will be requested to issue a penalty notice, in line with their policy.


	Since our transition to Arbor please ensure your child’s medical status is up to date.
	TECC NEWSLETTER


	Interested in a career in teaching?
	Make a difference in your community


