Key Word Definition

Weather The day-to-day condition of the atmosphere. It
includes temperature, rainfall and wind.

Climate The average weather conditions of a place.

Precipitation

Used to describe everything that is water-based
that falls from the sky e.g. rain, snow, sleet, hail...

High Pressure

Sinking air from the upper atmosphere ‘pushes’
down on you and leads to settled conditions.

Low Pressure

Rising air goes up into the atmosphere, condenses
into clouds and leads to rain.

Warm Front Boundary behind which is warm air.
Cold Front Boundary behind which is cold air.
Synoptic Chart Like a ‘map’ of atmospheric conditions with all

weather information in one place.

Climate Graph

A graph which shows the climate of a place
including temperature and precipitation.

Anticyclone A weather system with high pressure at its centre.
Depression A weather system with low pressure at its centre.
Weathering The breakdown of materials on Earth’s crust into

smaller pieces.

A warm ocean current
called the North
Atlantic Drift helps to
keep the weather mild
(not too hot or cold)

High areas like
the Lake District
and Wales have
a lot of rain

The west of the UK is
wetter because the
wind brings rainfall in
from the Atlantic Ocean
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The southem and
eastemn parts of
the country are
further away so
get less rainfall

They are also
warmer because
there is less wind

The prevailing (most common) winds
in the UK come from the south-west



http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx38q6f

