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EDITORIAL

ISSN: 2 8 3 5 - 8 1 7 1

Dear colleagues and readers: 

This third issue of 2026, Summer 2026, is my last one as Founding Editor-in-Chief 
of our eUAM. It is a great pleasure to report that Dr. Alejandro Suarez, University 
of Seville, Spain, will take over on September 1, 2026, with the goal to improve our 
Magazine and make it an indexed publication. He will be in complete charge, while 
I remain a soldier as needed and as instructed by him. Alejandro has assembled a 
very strong Editorial Board, which he will present in the last, Fall, issue of 2026.

In this issue, you will find the closing report for ICUAS 2026 along with the survey 
results, the official announcement for ICUAS 2027, and the final report of the 
technical workshop on DTEVV by Dr. D.H.Costello. 

 ICUAS 2026 – CLOSING REPORT 
The 2026 International Conference on Unmanned Aircraft Systems (ICUAS 2026) 
took place on June 15-18, in Corfu, Greece. The Conference venue was the Divani 
Corfu Palace, located in Kanoni, about 3.5 Km from the Old Town. 

ICUAS 2026 was Technically Supported by the IEEE CSS and RAS, by the European 
Control Association (EUCA), by the Mediterranean Control Association (MCA), and 
the ICUAS Association. The Conference was sponsored by NYU Abu Dhabi, the 
University of Denver and the University of Zagreb. MDPI – Drones and HERON 
were Platinum Sponsors, while there were two Exhibitors, TYTO Robotics and 
TII. The 2026 ICUAS UAV Competition was organized, as in previous years, by the 
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Laboratory for Robotics and Intelligent Control Systems, LARICS, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering and Computing, Croatia, through the CBRNe-HERO project. 

The Conference was attended by 252 physically present participants, while 58 registered participants did 
not attend due to last minute conflicts. Participants represented academia, industry, government agencies, 
lawyers, policy makers, manufacturers, students, and end-users.

A record number of 331 contributed and invited session papers and 6 Workshop/Tutorial Proposals were 
received from 43 countries. The peer review process was very thorough, and, as in previous years, all 
papers were also checked following the iThenticate Document Viewer Guide before a final decision was 
made. This year, the paper review process also incorporated as a parameter the reviewers’ confidence 
in the topic of the reviewed papers, reflected through a ‘weight’. The three-day technical program was 
composed of 191 accepted papers from 35 countries. 173 were contributed papers, 16 were invited session 
papers, while two papers submitted, peer reviewed and accepted for publication in the ICUAS eUAM (the 
e - Unmanned Aviation Magazine) were transferred for presentation at ICUAS 2026. The acceptance rate 
was 57%, which is the lowest ever since launching the Conference in 2008. 

The ICUAS 2026 Best Paper Award was given to Prof. Dr. Antonio Franchi, University of Twente and 
Sapienza University of Rome for the paper “Muscle Coactivation in The Sky: Geometry and Pareto 
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Optimality of Energy vs. Aerodynamic Promptness, and Multirotors as Variable Stiffness Actuators”. 

The three Half-Day Workshops/Tutorials offered in the Conference were attended, in total, by 75 
participants. The topics were: 

•  When Robotics Meet Wireless Communications: A Tale of Two Interconnected Worlds
•  Aerial Soft Robotics
• 	Modeling Navigation and Control of Multirotor UAVs: A Comprehensive Framework

ICUAS 2026 included five Plenary Lectures, the last two of which were given during the Awards Luncheon. 
The Plenary Lectures were given by leading authorities in their fields, in the following sequence:

•	 Resilient Multi-UAS in Complex Missions, Prof. Dimitra Panagou, University of Michigan, USA
•	 Integrating Advanced UTM Services into a Co-Simulation Environment, Prof. Antonios Tsourdos, 

Cranfield University, UK
• 	Flying Robots That Touch the World: Are We There Yet? Prof. Antonio Franchi, University of Twente, 

Netherlands and Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
	 Awards Luncheon
• 	CAT-A Ground Test to Class-A Miship: Case Study of an Uncrewed Military Helicopter with 

Lessons Learned for the R&D, T&E, and Academic Community, Prof. Donald Costello University 
of Maryland, USA

• 	HERON - Hellenic Robotics Center of Excellence: Research Directions and Goals, Prof. Petros 
Maragos, HERON Director and Scientific Coordinator

An integral component of the annual Conference is the UAV Competition, which is student-focused and 
student-centered, and offers unique opportunities for students to test and compare their skills with those 
of their peers worldwide. 
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The UAV Competition took place in two stages. The first stage was the qualifiers stage. Registered teams 
developed their solution in a ROS-Gazebo environment. Submitted solutions were evaluated and the ‘top teams’, 
up to six, continued to the second and final stage. In the final stage, during the Conference, teams presented and 
demonstrated their solution. The Competition Scenario centered around “Multi-UAV System for Communication 
Network Establishment and Maintenance during CBRNe Incidents in Urban Environments”.

Following a rigorous evaluation procedure, the following teams emerged as top contenders and qualified for the finals. 

•	 1st Place Team:  AGH Avader, AGH University of Krakow, Poland 
	 Team Leader: Kamil Jędrzejko. Team Members: Remigiusz Mietła, Mateusz Gołąbek, Tymoteusz Domagała, 

Jan Jagodziński, Dominik Babiarczyk, Hubert Gąska, Krzysztof Jagiełło, Szymon Hołysz

•	 2nd Place Team: QADT, Queen’s University, Canada
	 Team leader: Ethan Milburn. Team Members: Abdullah Mohsin, Ashton Antony, Benjamin Cox, Cole Jowett, 

Erin Payne, Ethan Milburn, Gavin Tan, Kuzey Bilgin, Liam Shannon, Nishith Chowdary Ravuri, Purujit Kantiya, 
Visakan Makilrajah

•	 3rd Place Team: ARRF, Kyungpook National University, South Korea
•	 Team leader: Taeseung Woo. Team members: Seongjin Oh, Kangmin Kim, JinWan Kim, Jihyeong Ryu, Soyeon 

Park, Jiyoung Yoo 

•	 4th Place Team: CVRLs, Foundation for Research and Technology – Hellas (FORTH), Greece
	 Team leader: Michail Vangos. Team members: Michail Vangos, Iliana Platona, Michalis Savorianakis, Christos 

Trifinopoulos

•	 5th Place Team: αeRAS, National Technical University of Athens, Greece
	 Team leader: Michalis Psychis. Team members: Zoi Tsouroufli, Maria-Rozina Bertou, Konstantinos Sarakis, 

Petros Pantazis, Elena Alevropoulou

•	 6th Place Team: Aerial Robotics IITK, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, India
	 Team leader: Shivang Sonker. Team members: Ayush Goyal, Soumya Jhunjhunwala, Mansoju Vivekananda, 

Kritik Gupta, Krishna Agrawal

The UAV Competition was won by the ARRF, Kyungpook National University, South Korea team.

The Technical Conference was complemented by a social agenda that allowed the participants to interact with 
each other and to mix business and pleasure. 

Overall, ICUAS 2026 was a successful event. 
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Dr. Nikos Vitzilaios, University of South Carolina, is responsible for the annual survey after the 
Conference. He updated the questionnaire based on the previous year’s results and comments. 
The survey included 13 questions, and it was conducted online from June 19 to July 15, 2026. 
We received 45 responses in total – we would have liked more responses given the number of 
registered participants (250+).

Results reconfirm what is already known: Europe is the heart and soul of the annual conference! 
European participation was 68.9% (looking at the registrations it was more than 70%). On average, 
participation from Europe is more than 65% regardless of the conference location. This number 
offers hard evidence that the conference must be held mostly in European countries, and the plan 
is to follow this pattern. North America contributed 15.6% of the participants. In 2025, when the 
conference was held in the US, the number was 28.9%, and 12.9% in 2024! On the other hand, 
South America participation, because of Brazil, reached 8.9% - this number was 11.1% in 2025. 
These raw reflect reality and give the ‘real picture’ of the conference landscape. 

Close to 87% of participants were either Very Satisfied or Satisfied with the conference. The same 
holds for the Technical Program and the Conference Organization – however we are working hard 
to improve and to offer an even better program in 2027.

We understand concerns related to the accept/reject numbers. We do not follow ‘quota’ – at least 
we try not to. However, the twofold aim is to: improve the paper review process (we will follow a 
double blinded review process starting this year), and to accept the best papers, which will easily 
qualify to be published as journal papers in Special Issues.

We acknowledge challenges with the venue ‘size’, and we do not look for excuses. The location 
was great, indeed. The meeting space was not optimal in terms of size, though. However, the 
Organizing Committee was able to negotiate an overall package that included a welcome reception 
with food and drinks, coffee breaks with snacks and full lunches, for the duration of the conference. 
This is not always possible, and it should not be overlooked.

The detailed results are shown below. They now serve as guiding points for 2027. 

 2026 SURVEY RESULTS

* ONLINE SURVEY FROM JUNE 19 JULY 15, 2026

* SENT TO ALL ICUAS 2026 REGISTERED ATTENDANTS

* 13 QUESTIONS IN TOTAL 

* RECEIVED 45 RESPONSES
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Job Role 
45 responses

Affiliation Location
45 responses

Is this the first time you attend 
the ICUAS conference?
45 responses

Yes
No

University Faculty
University Student
Other Research position
Goverment
Armed Forces
Industry
Other

Asia
Africa
North America
South America
Europe
Oceania

Please rate your 
ICUAS 2026 experience
45 responses

Very Satisfied
Satisfied
Neutral
Dissatisfied
Very Dissatisfied
N/A
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Please rate the quality of:

Please rate the quality of the papers:

How much were you satisfied by the keyone and awards Luncheon talks?
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How likely are you to attend
ICUAS 2027?
45 responses

Very Likely
Likely
Neither nor
Unlikely
Very Unlikely

How important are the following in your decision to attent              ?

8
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FINAL
REPORT

DTEVV
WORKSHOP

Prepared by

(Dr. D. H. Costello)
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Opening Remarks

Morning Keynote

Morning Session
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Morning Panel
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“Test and evaluation is not
one size or one type of data.

It’s a continuous process,
and over time, that evolution

of what you learn may
stabilize.”
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Morning Roadmap Development
Activity
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Afternoon Session

Afternoon Keynote
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Afternoon Presentation
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Afternoon Panel
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Afternoon Roadmap Development
Activity

“It’s not just the depth of
knowledge that [people]

obtain in formal education,
but that they can then take

that knowledge, apply it,
innovate on it, and build on

it in a constant learning
environment.”



 Association, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

SUMMER 2026VOL. 4, ISSUE 3

24



SUMMER 2026VOL. 4, ISSUE 3

 Association, Inc. - All Rights Reserved 25

Conclusions



 Association, Inc. - All Rights Reserved 26

22002277  IINNTT’’LL  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  OONN  UUNNMMAANNNNEEDD  AAIIRRCCRRAAFFTT  SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

uuaassccoonn ff ee rreenncceess .. ccoomm  

22002277
JJ UU NN EE  
11 44 -- 11 77

 

 



SUMMER 2026VOL. 4, ISSUE 3

 Association, Inc. - All Rights Reserved 27

ICUAS’27 will employ a double-anonymous peer review 
process, also called double-blind review, for all submitted 
(contributed, invited) papers to the conference. The rules 
to be followed will be the same with those followed by 
the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society, see https://
www.ieee-ras.org/publications/rules-for-the-double-
anonymous-review-process/. 

This double-blind review aims to eliminate biases 
related to factors such as gender, seniority, reputation, 
institutional affiliation, and to maximize paper review 
objectivity. 

However, it is recognized that it may be essential to 
include in submitted (contributed and invited) papers 
images, figures and diagrams, robot platform prototypes, 
and other pictorial and multimedia (video clips) material 
that may be unique to a specific lab and/or research 
group. For these reasons, authors are allowed to include 
essential images or videos of robot platforms, devices, 
or setups that are critical for understanding the research 
and its scientific evaluation. 

The guidelines for double – anonymous submissions, 
following IEEE RAS are listed below – please follow all 
rules when submitting your paper(s):

1. 	 Names and affiliations should not be included 
anywhere in the manuscript, appendix, and 
supplementary material.

2. Acknowledgments to people or funding agencies 
should only be included after acceptance of the 
manuscript.

3. 	When self-citing their own previous work, authors 

should avoid expressions such as “In our/the 
authors earlier work…”. They should rather use 
neutral expressions such as “In previous work…” or 
“In related work…” so that one cannot distinguish 
their own work from the work of others just based on 
the formulation.

4. 	The authors should remove any author/affiliation/lab 
names and logos from figures and videos.

5. 	The authors should blur faces of people in videos 
and pictures.

6. 	The identities of robots do not need to be hidden for 
unique robots. They are allowed to appear in pictures 
and videos. However, the individual names of the 
robots should be hidden from the paper except if it is 
a widespread robot name (e.g., Nao, Spot,…).

7. 	 The authors should abstain from adding any author 
information from the submitted files’ metadata. This 
information is often added automatically from the 
identity information and can be found in “properties” 
under the “File” menu in word processors and PDF 
readers.

8. 	There should be no links to external websites that 
reveal identity (e.g., YouTube, GitHub, or authors’ 
institute pages). 

9. 	Self-citations should be reduced to a minimum. 
10.	Authors are allowed to use tools such as arXiv. 

Reviewers should not actively search for those 
articles to identify authors.

If/when the submitted paper is officially accepted, then, 
the above-mentioned information can be added to the 
paper during its final upload. 

The 2027 International Conference on Unmanned Aircraft Systems, ICUAS 2027, will take place 
in Fortaleza, Brazil, at the Gran Mareiro Hotel, on June 14-17.

ICUAS 2027 centers around a wide spectrum of topics that relate to unmanned aviation. The 
main theme of ICUAS 2027 is AI-Based Aerial Robotics and Ethical AI. 

The timetable with key dates for the 2027 Conference is as follows: 
February 5, 2027: 	Full/Invited Papers, Invited Session Proposals, Workshop/Tutorial 
Proposals, Due
February 5, 2027: 	UAV Competition: simulation-based scenario
April 23, 2027: 	 Acceptance / Rejection Notification
April 23-30, 2027:	 Early Registration and Upload Final, Camera-Ready Papers

Starting this year, the paper review process will be double-blind. Authors must follow the rules 
provided when submitting their papers.

2027

DOUBLE-BLIND PAPER REVIEW PROCESS



SUMMER 2026VOL. 4, ISSUE 3

 Association, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

2027 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (ICUAS ’27)

J U N E 
14 - 17
2 0 2 7

Fortaleza
Brazil

GRAN MAREIRO HOTEL
https://granmareiro.com.br

The 2027 International Conference on Unmanned Aircraft Systems, ICUAS ’27, will take place in Fortaleza - 
Brazil, on June 14-17, in the luxurious Gran Mareiro Hotel, which is located at Rua Osvaldo Araújo, 
100, on the vibrant Praia do Futuro beach in Fortaleza, Ceará. Fortaleza, the fourth-largest city in 
Brazil, is a top tourist destination, it is the capital city of Ceará state in Northeastern Brazil, and it is 
famous for its warm tropical weather, urban beaches, bustling arts scene, and rich seafood culture. 
It is also a major economic hub.

ICUAS ’27 centers around a wide spectrum of topics. However, emphasis is given to: Soft aerial 
robots; Cooperative aerial manipulation; Bio-inspired aerial robots; Aerial robot aerodynamics; 
Reconfigurable UAVs; Multi-mode unmanned platforms; Learning-based perception, navigation and 
control; Online autonomy; Real-time applications; Human factors and ethical AI for aerial robots; 
Regulations, policies and safety. Round table discussions will complement the technical sessions. 

In addition to the technical sessions, a twofold objective is: i.) Industry and company participation 
for registrees to find out about the current state of technology and of commercially available 
products for civil and public domain applications, and ii.) Understanding technical requirements 
and standards that are prerequisite to UAS full utilization and integration into the national airspace. 

Part of ICUAS ’27 is the UAV Competition. The Competition is student-focused and student-centered, 
offering unique opportunities for students to test and compare their skills with those of their peers 
worldwide. The competition is organized in two stages: simulation qualifiers and in-person finals. The 
finals will take place during the conference, allowing students to meet and participate in the conference, 
too. Details on how to participate in the UAV Competition are available on the conference website.

ICUAS ’27 offers unique opportunities to meet, interact and shape the future of unmanned aviation, 
worldwide, bringing together technical, regulatory, and legal communities. Details and logistics 
about the conference can be found at http://www.uasconferences.com and related links. The conference 
is fully sponsored by the ICUAS Association, Inc., a non-profit organization, see www.icuas.com. 

CONFERENCE STRUCTURE
ICUAS ’27 is a ‘physical presence only’ four-day event. June 14 is reserved for Workshops and 
Tutorials, while June 15-17 spans the three-day technical conference and the UAV Competition. 

IMPORTANT DUE DATES
•February 5, 2027:  Full/Invited Papers, Invited Session Proposals, Workshop/Tutorial Proposals, Due
•February 5, 2027:  UAV Competition: simulation-based scenario
•April 23, 2027:        Acceptance / Rejection Notification
•April 23-30, 2027:  Early Registration and Upload Final, Camera-Ready Papers

SUBMISSIONS
All contributions (papers, invited papers, proposals for invited sessions, proposals for workshops and 
tutorials) must be submitted electronically through https://controls.papercept.net by the due date.

PAPERS:  Paper format (two-column) follows IEEE guidelines. Electronic submission will be handled 
through PaperCept - details are available on the conference web site. Submitted papers should be 
classified as Contributed or Invited Session (max. 8 pages) papers. Accepted papers only will be allowed 
up to two additional pages for an extra charge per additional page. 

INVITED SESSIONS: Proposals for invited sessions should contain a summary statement 
describing the motivation and relevance of the proposed session, the invited paper titles, and the names 
of the authors. Authors must submit FULL invited papers. Each paper must be marked as “Invited 
Session Paper”.

WORKSHOPS AND TUTORIALS:  Proposals for workshops and tutorials should contain a 
title, the list of speakers, and extended summaries (2000 words) of their presentations. 

PAPER REVIEW PROCESS: All submitted papers will undergo a thorough peer review (blind 
review) process coordinated by the Program Chairs, IPC members, Associate Editors, and qualified 
reviewers. Each paper will be reviewed by (at least) three qualified reviewers. Each Associate Editor will 
make recommendations. The Program Chairs will finalize and announce decisions by the due date. Each 
submitted paper will be checked for originality through the iThenticate Plagiarism Detection Software. 
The paper review process will be observed by the supporting technical society representatives.
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