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WHEN LESLIE RITCHIE ROBNETTWAS A LITTLE

girt, instead of bedtime stories, her father would
tett her about the criminal cases he was studying
in law school.

"l'd have to guess who won," says Robnett. "l
was almost atways right, which is funny, because
criminal law was my weakest area in law schoot."

Her strengths-which incIude business

titigation and energy regutation taw-get put to
good use in her regutatory and appettate practice
at Cardere Wynne SeweUs downtown Austin
office. White the tatt, styl.ish attorney's looks

come from Texas footbaI royalty-her father
was a col[ege quarterback who went 39-0 as a

starter and her mother was a University of Texas

cheerleader named to the 1978 A[-American
squad-she's got law in her btood.

LESLIE RITCHIE ROBNETT
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Robnett, 30, has a tegat tegacY going

back six generations to her great-great-great

grandfather, John Preston White (1832-1905),

a charterjudge of the Texas Court of Appea[s

in 1876 who Later became chief judge. His

photo stitl hangs above the bench of the otd

Texas Su preme Cou rthouse,

A waLt of her 3Oth-floor office is

decorated with framed photos of the Ritchie

men who were her earliest role models. Her

grandfather, John Ritchie, sti[t practices oiL

and gas Law in MineralWetls at age 84.

Her father, coLlege footba[t HatL-of-Famer

Richard Ritchie (inducted in 1998) became

an attornev after a short career as a coach

with the Texas Tech Red Raiders. He teft

his footbaLt career in Lubbock to go to Law

school in San Antonio when Leslie was

about 8 and her younger sister, Lacie, was 3.

Robnett savs she always wanted to be

a [awyer; she's the first Ritchie woman to

do so. Earl.y on, she says, "l did get some

of that'Whv do vou want to go off and be

a Lawyer?' ... But my grandfather, who's

not traditionally the warm and fuzzy type,

wrote me a beautifu[ letter about how

proud he was that I was carrying on the

tineage. And he encouraged me to aLso

fottow mV dream of becoming a mother."

Time for that later. For now, she and her

husband, Kevin, are focused on their legat

careers, though Kevin had a seven-month

"break" in 2Ol2 when he was deptoyed to

Afghanistan as an intetligence officer for

the Navy Reserves.
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Lestie Ritchie Robnett rides
in a locat oarade with her
grandfather (center), Minerat
We[[s attorney John Ritchie;
and her father, Mineral Wetts
attorney and cottege footbatt
Hatt-of-Famer Richard Ritchie.

Robnett and Kevin were both

undergraduates at the University of Texas,

but they met whiLe working as legistative

aides at the Texas CapitoL. "l worked for

[Rep.] Phit King and he worked for [Rep.]

Ceanie Morrison, and there was some

matchmaking going on bY our bosses,"

Robnett says with a [augh.

At age 21, she became chief of staff

for King, who was chairman of the House

Committee on Regutated Industries at a time

when telecommunications and pubLic utitities

were particu[arty hot issues in the Legistature.

Robnett soon reatized there was a downside

to being young. Many times when someone

had requested a meeting with King, she

recatts, "l woutd show up instead, and you

couLd see the [ook on their faces, tike they

thought Phit King was blowing them off. He

wasn't-l was his chief of staff-but they d

see this perky Zl-yearotd. I recognized very

earty that I had to be super-prepared. I had to

prove myself right awaYJ'

Fortunately, says King, that was no

probLem for Robnett. "lf you spent any

amount of time with Leslie, you saw that

she was 20 going on 40," he saYs. "The

office just hummed when she was running

it." Once Robnett fired an emptoyee without

consutting King first and she was catled

into his office. "Not that I disagreed with her

decision," King admits with a laugh.

A passionate student of Texas judiciaI

historv, Robnett got a taste of appeltate

law white workinq on the JudiciaI Pay BiLl'.

She was disappointed to find out that state

appellate judges earned far less than some

Lawyers who'd just passed the bar. The bitt

passed. Later, as a first-year Law student,

Robnett wanted a summer internship with

the Fifth Court of Appeals in Da[[as. She

caLLed Chief Justice Linda B. Thomas and

began her pitch with: "Do you remember

when I hetped Y'att get a raise?"

Robnett throws her head back with a

Laugh as she reca[Ls her youthful. setf-

assurance. She got the internship: "The

chief justice loves to telt that story every

time she introduces me to someone."

But Law school did not come as soon as

Robnett had hoped. A straight-A student

as an undergraduate at the University of

Texas, Robnett says she was devastated

when her application for UT Law school was

initiaLLy denied. She appeaLed the decision

on the basis of speciaI experience-her
service as a chief of staff- and was able to

enroll the next year, after working another

Legislative session.

"Working for the committee that

oversaw uti[ity deregutation prepared me

for a regutatory energy practice in ways

that few practicing attorneys had seen,"

she notes. She quickLy distinguished

herseLf at UT Law by co-founding the Iexos

Journal of Oil, Cas and EnergY Low.

Robnett also served a cterkship with

Justice PauLW. Creen on the Texas

Supreme Court.
"Lestie is one of the most transparently

likeabte people you witl ever meet," says

Creen. "She is genuine in every way anc

Lights up every room she watks into. On the

job, she was very focused and toc< great

pride in her work. When she arr'"ed at my

chambers for her first day c'r the job, she

announced she woutd be rny'best law cterk

ever!'And after her tenure here, that's hard

to chaL[enge."

When Robnett joined Cardere in 2010,

she was excited to discover that the firm

hosts a bienniaL pheasant hunt' The

Robnetts are avid outdoorsmen and own

two hunting dogs. But after she signed

up and saw that she was the onty woman,

she catted her father to check on the

protocol. "He said I would be absolutel'y

welcome-as [ong as I remembered to

keep my gun barrel up and not shoot any

ctients," she says.

Her shooting skitts and frontier attitude
quickLy won the group over. "l asked them,
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'Were you surprised that a woman came to
the hunt?"'she says, taughing before the
punch [ine, "and they said, 'No, we were

more surorised that an associate did."'
Robnett is also a straight shooter in the

courtroom, where she often handtes cases

involving oiI and gas Law. That, too, runs
in the famiLy. Her great-great-grandfather,

E.B. Ritchie, was an energy attorney back

when coal was the prevatent form of fuel
and made the transition to oiI after the
discovery of "btack gotd" in Texas in 190.l.

Spending her early years on the Ritchie

Ranch-which E.B. earned as a [ega[ fee-in
Pato Pinto County, just west of Fort Worth,

Robnett rode tractors and buttdozers and

ctimbed oit rigs. This experience was an

asset years [ater, when she defended Stattion

Oitfietd Services Inc. on appeal in 2010.

A wetl operator charged that a bultdozer

owned by Stattion had damaged one of
its wellheads, causing a Leak that Led to a

bLowout. Famitiar with oil rigs and bulldozer
operations, Robnett taid out aLL the evidence

before the court and won the case.

KIM YELKIN. EXECUTIVE PARTNER AT

the Austin office, pokes her head into the
conference room and spots Robnett.

"lsn't she a rock star?" Yelkin asks.

Indeed, wearing a silk ltaLian scarf
wrapped around a white Kay Unger dress,

Robnett Looks tike she might belong in an

entertainment law group.
"l run across a [ot ofyoung lawyers, and

not onlv does she have a passion for the
[aw," says Yetkin, "[but Leslie] is witl.ing to
put in the long hours and the commitment
it's going to take to be a successfu[ law
partner in the future."

In fact, Robnett tikes to bring her

work home, sitting for hours with her
Pomeranian, Be[|'e, on her lap as she
pores through papers. "l got that from my
grandfather," she says of her predilection
for tegaL documents.

Att the reading makes her that much
more prepared for what she loves: arguing
the unanswered questions, "facing a

nuance that isn't answered by a statute or
hasn't been decided by a court before," she

says. "The appetlate practice altows me to
play in that uncertain space." E
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