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Mélange: It has ever been thus

• Sporadic monuments in Ontario township systems

• Sporadic monuments in DLS systems

• Sporadic monuments for Alberta blocks; 1912-1987

• Sporadic monuments along Alberta-BC boundary

• Witness monuments for land liable to flooding

• Witness monuments in lakebeds

• Deferred monuments for s.47 plans



Sporadic: Ontario townships

No monuments



Sporadic: DLS townships

Plan 94621 CLSR (T42, R 28, W2M) - 1924



Sporadic: Alberta blocks, 1912-1987

Plan 3457GT (City Calgary) 1954



Sporadic: Along Alta-BC boundary

Plan 67271 CLSR (Banff) 1980



Witnesses: Land liable to flooding

Plan 94621 CLSR (T42, R28, W2M) - 1924



Witnesses: In lakebeds

Plan 1110553 (Lake Chestermere) - 2011



Deferred: Section 47 plans

Plan 9710123 (Calgary) - 1997



Hybrid cadastre:  A perfect storm

• Poor monument survival rates

• Burgeoning use of positioning technology

• Increasing activity on Alberta Crown lands

• Success of using coordinates for 500 forestry parcels

• Need to renew 8,000 Crown land dispositions



Monument survival rates = 65%



Is such a monument a public good?



Burgeoning use of positioning technology

90% of surveyors use Precise Point Positioning; Active 

Control; Real time GNSS corrections
(SGB – NRCan; 2013)



Increased activity: Alberta Crown lands



Coordinates used: 500 forestry parcels



Renewing: 8,000 Crown land parcels


