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“If we confess our sins to him, 
he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all wickedness.” 

1 John 1:9
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How to Use These 
Sessions

First, thanks. Thanks for caring about children and for helping them dig up 13 
mistakes—big mistakes!—that people in the pages of the Bible made. You’ll 
explore the mistakes, figure out what went wrong, and show kids how to 
avoid those mistakes themselves. Your kids might be surprised at all the ways 
people got themselves in trouble, and even more surprised at how God used 
those people for his purposes anyway. 

Welcome to Easy

These sessions for elementary kids are carefully designed to make your life 
easy. They’re light on supplies, quick to prepare, and long on fun. You’ll find 
most supplies in the church’s supply closet or kitchen or at home in your 
garage, pantry, or junk drawer—no need to spend time ordering materials 
online. 

Because these sessions are created so beginning teachers or mature 
teenagers can lead them confidently, you won’t need highly trained teachers. 
And the variety of options in each session will snag the attention—and hold 
it—of first-grade through six-grade children, including the boys!

Best of all, you’ll see kids grow in their faith as they open their hearts to 
what God shares with them through these 13 sessions.

Welcome to Simple Learning

Preparation is easy too. Each week you’ll focus on one key Bible truth, which 
children will explore and apply. You’ll drive that point home through Bible 
exploration, fun discussion, giggle-worthy games, and “Oh, wow!” activities 
that engage kids in multiple ways through multiple learning styles. 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, place 
your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could repeat, put 
your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the line that shows 
how you feel about this past week—except exactly on the 5. Because 
there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

30-SECOND MISSIONS
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: stopwatch

Ask kids to pair up. Allow 10 seconds for each pair to decide which partner 
will be “heads” and which will be “tails.” 

Say: Those of you who are heads will go first (but you others will 
get a turn later). You’re going to think of a quick mission (a little job or 
a message) to assign to your partner—something that can be done in a 
few seconds. The rule: It has to encourage someone in the room. For 
instance, I might ask my partner to go to a certain person and say, “You 
say good things when we answer questions.” Or I might ask my partner 
to go pat someone on the shoulder and say, “I’m so glad you’re here.” 

When the mission is completed, your partner will hustle back, and you 
can send your partner out again. But keep missions short; you only have 
30 seconds total. Try to do several.
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minutes to honor God by thanking him for how his power touches our 
lives. I’ll say a way in which we can see God’s power. Then I’ll pause so 
you can say a word or two out loud about how you see God’s power. 

For instance, I may say, “God, thank you for showing your power in 
nature. You might say, “Thunderstorms” or “Tall trees.”

Pray: Dear God, you are so powerful! Thank you for your power in 
nature that we see in … Pause at least 15 seconds so kids can say words. 
Don’t rush; give them time to think and then pray. But do throw in your own 
words, if needed, to help the kids.

Thank you for showing us your powerful love through friends. Say 
the name of a friend who shows you God’s love … Pause so children 
can pray. 

Thank you for showing us your powerful forgiveness by forgiving us. 
If you would like to have God’s forgiveness, say your name out loud … 
Pause so children can do so. Say your name as well. 

Thank you for showing us your power through how you’ve made us. 
Thank you for our talents that help us do special things. Thank you that 
I can … Pause so children can name something they do. 

Please hear our prayers, God. We love you! In Jesus’s name, amen. 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

FLYING GOLF
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: plastic lids from food storage containers (1 per child)

Give one plastic lid to each child. Gather kids to one corner of the room. 
Note: Too few lids for your kids? Put children in pairs and let them tag-team 
the tossing of lids.

Say: We’re going to play three holes of Flying Golf. The rules: you “tee 
off” from here and play your lid wherever it lands. Your goal is to get your 
lid to each “hole” I’ve chosen, in as few tosses as possible. We’ll take 
turns tossing. 

Mentally select three “holes” (targets) and announce the first. But don’t 
reveal the second hole until all kids have finished with the first. Scratch your 
chin and pause as if you’re deciding what will work as a second hole. If a child 
suggests one, thank the child, but don’t use the suggestion. It’s okay if kids 
feel frustrated as they’re waiting for your decisions. Ideas might include: on 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1
HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, a 
10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in their 
initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, place 
your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could repeat, put 
your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the line that shows 
how you feel about this past week—except exactly on the 5. Because 
there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves more 
over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to make it 
relevant to your kids’ lives.

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2
WE’RE NUMBER 1!
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: paper, markers

Say: Sports teams have pennants, and at games fans wave the pennants 
of their favorite team. (Fold one sheet of paper into a pennant shape to make 
sure kids understand.) We all have favorites. Maybe we have a number 
one team, TV show, band, or pizza topping. In the next few minutes, 
please create a pennant—a small flag—showing one of your favorites. 
Briefly explain a favorite food you enjoy and how you might create a pennant 
showing that it’s number one to you.

Allow kids time to create pennants and to draw pictures or write words 
on them. 

Then say: Let’s take a few moments to show off our pennants.
If you have a small group, give each child 30 seconds to show and tell 

about his or her pennant. Got a big group? Have kids form groups of three 
and do the same thing. Then have children circle up and discuss: 
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Say: We know that we worship only God. That’s something the 
people who built the calf knew too. God had told them when he gave 
them the 10 Commandments. Listen to the first two of those.

Read aloud Exodus 20:1–4.
The people disobeyed and bad things happened. Let’s not make 

the same mistake. Please flatten the calf you made by jumping on it. 
Pause as kids retrieve their foil creations and do so. Now pick it up and 
scrunch it. (pause) Now toss it into this wastebasket. (pause)

Thanks! Maybe it was hard to destroy the art you worked to create. 
We were pretending that those were real idols, things that we wor-
shipped instead of God. We’d have to get rid of a real idol, wouldn’t 
we? Of course, some things we have or like to do aren’t really idols. 
But if they start to become more important to us than God is, we need 
to think about that. We need to do something to make sure they’re not 
more important to us than God is.

Let’s join hands and tell God that we want to worship him only. I’ll 
begin and end our prayer. In the middle when I get quiet, please pray 
out loud if you’re willing. God likes to hear from us! 

Pray: Dear God, forgive us if we let something come between you 
and us. We know you’ve done so much to teach us: you gave us the 
Bible, you sent your Son, you’ve sent the Holy Spirit, and you give us 
teachers who help us understand. Hear us as we thank you and tell 
you that we want to worship you only. 

Pause so children who are willing can pray. End the prayer with: Thank 
you for hearing our prayers, God. In Jesus’s name, amen. 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

FAN CLUB
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: paper, pencils, mailable envelopes (1 per child)

Note: If kids will be writing to the president, the envelopes can be addressed 
to: The President of the United States, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20500.

Say: It’s okay to be a fan of a team or band. There are lots of worthy 
people and worthwhile things we can like. But we worship only God!
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line.

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

PICK A NUMBER
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: none

Ask kids to pair up. Say: I’d like each of you to pick a number between one 
and three, but don’t tell anyone what you picked. (pause) Got one? Okay, 
tell only your partner your number. 

After kids do so, tell them that each pair is to decide what order to put their 
two numbers in. For instance, if one child picked three and the other a one, 
they can decide on 13 or 31. It’s up to them. Instruct them to do so and to call 
out the numbers selected. 

Say: Great! Whatever number you called out—that’s how many jump-
ing jacks your team has to do. Start hoppin’!

Allow time for the jumping jacks to be completed, and then play three  
additional rounds with the same rules: kids pick numbers from one to three, 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives.

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

NINJA WARRIOR 101
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: broom

You’ll need an open space for this activity. 
Put children into pairs. The person in each pair whose birthday comes 

earliest in the year will play the part of the Attack Ninja. The other child in each 
pair will be the Hero Ninja. 

One pair at a time, have the Attack Ninja hold the broom horizontally at 
arm’s length with both hands. The Hero Ninja will then place one hand in the 
middle of the broom handle. The goal is for the Attack Ninja to push the Hero 
Ninja off balance while both ninjas stand in place. 

Let each pair try briefly, and then call all the Hero Ninjas aside and whisper this 
advice: While the Attack Ninja pushes forward, you push the broom upward. 
That takes away the leverage, and they’ll never push you around again!
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

HUMAN RADAR
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: blindfold (a clean pillowcase or bandanna will do)

Gather children to the center of the area, outside if possible. With all of them 
watching, number all four corners, clearly identifying which corner is one, two, 
three, and four. Select a volunteer to be the Human Radar.

Say: After I blindfold our Human Radar, the rest of you will have 10 
seconds to go stand in one of the four corners. Move quietly, in stealth 
mode, because after 10 seconds the Human Radar from here in the cen-
ter will try to sense where people are and will call out a number. If you’re 
in that corner, you’re cooked—you’re out of the game and will need to 
come sit here in the center for the rest of the game. 

Each time the Human Radar calls out a corner, the people who were 
caught there will come to the center. At the same time, the rest of you in 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the 
line, a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to 
pencil in their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly 
on the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half 
good and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why 
they placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own ini-
tials and explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express 
themselves more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt 
this lesson to make it relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

HEARTFELT FORKS
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: metal forks (1 per child), acoustic guitar (optional)

Gather children together and give each child a fork. 
Instruct children to very gently hold their forks between their thumbs 

and forefingers at the narrowest part of the fork. Then have them, with their 
other hands, pinch and quickly release two of the fork’s tines to ping them. 

Demonstrate what you want kids to do. And show how (while the fork 
is still pinging) to press the end of the fork (not the tines) against a table 
and listen carefully—you’ll hear a tone as the fork vibrates. 

Ask kids to experiment with placing their forks against other objects in 
the room such as water glasses, a window pane, or their own foreheads. 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

SHARE THE SPUD
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: raw potato, fork, stopwatch

Ask children to sit in a circle on the floor. With them watching, stab a raw 
potato with a fork and hold the fork upright so the potato is on top. 

Tell children you want to time them completing a challenging task: passing 
the potato around the circle by touching only the fork. If a child should acci-
dentally touch the potato, the group has to start over. 

After kids complete the task, thank them and continue. Say: By the way, 
that wasn’t the challenging task. The challenging task is doing the same 
thin—with your eyes closed. Trust me, it can be done! Let’s see how much 
time it takes us to get the potato around the circle without being able to 
see what we’re doing. If you accidentally touch the potato, say so, and 
we’ll start over. 
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•	 verse 26 (add scared men)
•	 verse 29 (“walking on water” sounds)
•	 verse 30 (add scared Peter)

After you complete reading, applaud your sound effects experts. Say: 
Great job! As a group, discuss: 

•	 If Peter made a mistake, what was it?

Say: Peter was a fisherman. He knew how dangerous it was to be on 
the lake at three o’clock in the morning, in the dark, and during a storm. 
And to jump out of the boat! Then Peter got scared and forgot to trust 
Jesus. I remember a time I didn’t trust Jesus. It was … (Briefly tell about a 
time you didn’t trust Jesus.) 

Say: Now you tell about a time you didn’t trust Jesus. 

•	 Why didn’t you trust Jesus? Were you scared of something? 
How did things turn out? 

•	 If you prayed to God then, what did you say? 

After children have shared, say: It can be hard to remember to trust 
Jesus when you’re afraid because a bully is picking on you or when 
someone you love is very sick. That feels bad.

•	 What might help us remember to trust Jesus when we’re 
afraid? 

Thank kids for sharing their ideas. Say: Peter trusted Jesus enough to 
get out of the boat and walk toward Jesus. But Peter took his eyes off 
Jesus. He didn’t keep trusting Jesus—and that’s what caused Peter to 
sink. We can keep trusting Jesus! 

CLOSING PRAYER
EYES WIDE OPEN PRAYER
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: flashlight

Ask kids to sit in a circle. Place the flash-
light in the center of the circle and turn it on. Darken the room. Join the kids.

Say: Please keep your eyes open as we pray today. 

AGE-ALERT TIPS 
If very young children are 
present, be careful about 
darkening the room too much.

13 Very Big Mistakes and What God Did About Them-INT.indd   77 1/16/18   3:26 PM



78� 13 Very Big Mistakes People Made and What God Did about Them

Note: When you pause to let kids pray, pause for at least 30 seconds 
before moving on. Give kids the chance to get comfortable with praying out 
loud and with their eyes open.

Pray: God, thank you for being light in darkness just like this flashlight 
lightens the dark room. Help us trust that you will always be there for us, 
always love us, and always hear us when we speak to you. 

Tell the kids: Now please join me in saying one or two words that tell 
God when you have a hard time trusting him (keeping your eyes on him). 
Maybe it’s at school or at home. Maybe you think a lot about the problems 
there, but you don’t trust Jesus to help solve those problems. I’ll go first. 

Share where and when you have a challenge keeping your eyes on Jesus. 
Invite kids to do the same out loud. When they’re finished, close the prayer: 
Help us trust you more, God. In Jesus’s name, amen.

Turn on the lights. Turn off the flashlight and put it away. 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

PAY ATTENTION
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: newspaper, pencils

Give each child a pencil and a page 
from the newspaper. Instruct kids to 
place their newspaper on the floor in 
front of them and kneel facing it.

Say: Please kneel so your nose is about 18 inches from the news-
paper (demonstrate for them). Hold the pencil about six inches in front of 
your nose (demonstrate) and so you can see the side of the pencil. 

Close your left eye and see what words are visible on the newspaper 
as you look through your right eye. (pause)

Now, without moving your head or the pencil, open your left eye and 
close your right eye. (pause) See how the words jump to the side? Switch 
which eyes are open again, quickly. (pause)

Have kids join you by sitting in a circle. Say: You know that nothing 
moved—not the paper, the pencil, or your head. 

•	 Why did the words jump around? What was happening? 
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Affirm their answers and then say: We’ll make this water bend sideways 
without doing any of that—and without touching the water. 

Rub the plastic comb across the wool sweater at least 10 times to give a 
positive static electric charge to the comb. (Or run the comb through some-
one’s long hair 10 times.) Then place the comb close to the water without let-
ting the water touch the comb. The water will bend toward the comb. Let kids 
try; then return to your meeting area and sit on the floor. Ask:

•	 What happened to move the water? 

After kids have offered explanations say: It was all a matter of electricity. 
By rubbing the comb, we gave the comb a positive electrical charge, just 
like one end of a magnet. The water didn’t have a charge, so the comb 
pulled on it.

As a group, discuss: 

•	 It took electricity for us to change where the water landed. 
What does it take to change your mind when someone wants 
you to do something and you don’t want to do it?

Then say: One time when I made a big change was … (Briefly share 
about a time you changed your mind or made a big change in life.)

Then say: Your turn now. Find a partner and tell about a time you changed 
your mind or made a big change in your life. Tell why you changed.

After pairs have shared, thank them and say: Today we’re going to talk 
about a man who made a big change in his life. And that’s a good thing 
because he was making a big mistake, doing things God didn’t want him 
to do. Let’s make sure we’re always doing what God wants!

Big Mistakes Game

PUSHOVER
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: none

In an open area, have children get into pairs, with kids of about the same size 
in each pair. They’ll need to stand face-to-face and toe-to-toe. Then ask kids 
to put their hands up, palms out. 
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CLOSING PRAYER

TURNAROUND PRAYER
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: none

Ask kids to stand and form a circle. Say: We’re going to pray together. And 
during the prayer I’ll be asking you to make “a quarter turn to the right” 
or “to the left.” Here’s what I mean by that. (demonstrate) Please close 
your eyes and continue standing. 

Paul was just like us. He did things that didn’t make God happy. If 
you’ve ever done something wrong, please take a quarter turn to the 
right, so you’re facing away from the center of our circle. (pause)

If you’ve ever said something you know wouldn’t please God, take 
another quarter turn to the right. You’ll be facing away from the circle. (pause)

Sometimes when we do things people don’t like, those people quit 
being our friends. They get angry and go away. But God isn’t like that. 
God loves you. God wants you to love him too. And God wants to use 
you to do great things in the world as you serve him. If you want to be a 
friend of God, take a quarter turn back to the left. (pause)

Pray: God, we want to be your friends. We want to know and love you 
more. Please help us grow closer to you. 

Say: If you’d like God to forgive you for the wrong things you’ve done 
and said, take another quarter turn back to your left. You’ll be facing back 
into the circle again. (pause)

Pray: God, thank you for your great love and forgiveness. We want to 
be like Paul—when we know what you want us to do, we want to do it. In 
Jesus’s name, amen.

Ask kids to open their eyes and be seated again. 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

KNOT ME!
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: none

Note: You’ll need at least four people for this game, and an even number of 
players. If you have an odd number of kids, join in yourself. 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, 
a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in 
their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves 
more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to 
make it relevant to your kids’ lives.

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: none

Say: Today we’re talking about lying. If you’re like me, you’ve told a lie 
at some time in your life. Maybe more than once. We tell lies for several 
reasons. We lie to get out of trouble, or to get someone else in trouble. 
We lie to get something we want. And sometimes we lie to make people 
think of us in a certain way. 

Let’s see how well that last one works. I’m going to tell you three 
things about myself. Two of the things will be true and one will be a lie. 
See if you can tell which is the lie. 

Share things that kids aren’t likely to know about you—things from your 
past, hobbies, details about your pets. Ask kids to guess. Then reveal which 
item was a lie. 
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1
HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the line, a 
10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to pencil in their 
initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, place 
your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could repeat, put 
your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the line that shows 
how you feel about this past week—except exactly on the 5. Because 
there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why they 
placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials and 
explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express themselves more 
over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this lesson to make it 
relevant to your kids’ lives. 

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2
DON’T FALL! 
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: long rope or twine (enough to allow about 3 feet of rope per child—
but don’t cut the rope)

Stretch out the length of rope on the floor in a straight line. Ask children to stand 
on the rope with both feet as they face you. 

Say: Let’s pretend you’re tightrope walkers. The rope isn’t really on the 
floor. It’s stretched between two buildings, five floors up from the ground. 
And the guys with the nets forgot to come in today, so if you step off the 
rope, you’ll break every bone in your body! 

Here’s what I need you to do: work together to line up from tallest to 
shortest, but don’t step off the rope! 

Pause as kids work together to line up. Then say: Wait! I meant line up in 
alphabetical order by first name. If you’re named Aaron you’ll be on the left. 
Zebediah will be on the other end. Do that, please.

Pause as kids line up again. Then say: I’m sorry! This is so embarrassing! I 
meant line up by birthday, from January 1 to December 31.
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was wrong. Or maybe you’ve given up buying something 
for yourself so you could give the money to help someone. 

Allow kids to think about this and share. Then say: God wants us to put 
him first—because that lasts forever. Don’t let money or anything get in 
the way of following Jesus!

CLOSING PRAYER
BETCHA CAN’T PRAYER
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: $1 bills (1 per child—but you’ll get them back!)

Ask kids to stand against a wall, their heels tight against the wall. Place a 
one-dollar bill on the floor in front of each child. Ask the kids to lean down and 
pick up the dollar bills without bending their knees or moving their feet. They 
won’t be able to do it. 

Have kids kneel, pick up the dollar bills, and remain kneeling while you 
say: It’s easy to get excited about money and what it can buy. That’s why 
money is dangerous; we can stay so excited about money that we start 
loving money more than Jesus. Then the money gets between us and 
God. It scoots God out of the way. Please hold the dollar bills you’ve 
picked up, and let’s pray while we’re still kneeling. 

Pray: God, thank you for taking care of us. Help us to look to you for 
what we need and never trust money more than you. Help us always to 
put you first in our lives. In Jesus’s name, amen. 

Ask kids to stand and pass the dollar bills back to you. Say: Yes, you have 
to give the money back. I don’t want you to be tempted like that rich 
young man! 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 1
MAKING MONEY
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: paper, pencils, paper money from your wallet

Give kids each a sheet of paper and ask them to draw a one-million-dollar 
bill on one side of the paper. Show them paper money from your wallet as a 
sample, but tell them they can make any changes they’d like to their bills. Give 
them two minutes to complete their bills.
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When time is up, have kids trade their papers with someone else and then, 
on the back of those one-million-dollar bills, write (or draw) how they’d spend 
the money.

Say: This time you’ll have just one minute. Write (or draw) clearly—
someone else will read what you’ve written. 

After a minute has passed, ask kids to trade bills back with the person who 
drew the front of the bill. Say: Quickly look at what your partners wrote and 
then say to each other: “Looking at your paper, I think you like ________.”

After kids talk together, draw their attention to you. 

•	 Here’s a question for all of us: what did you find on your list 
that might show that your partner loves and follows Jesus? 

After kids share, say: How we spend our money says a lot about what 
we think is important. That’s true for grown-ups, and that’s true for kids 
too. If you spend all your money on yourself, maybe your money is get-
ting between you and Jesus. 

Don’t feel bad if your list didn’t have “give money to the church” or 
“take care of hungry people” on it—lots of grown-ups wouldn’t write 
those things either. But let’s never make the same mistake as the rich 
young man: letting money become more important than Jesus. God 
wants us to put him first. 

Collect your money and the pencils. Encourage kids to take their one-
million-dollar bills home and place them somewhere as a reminder that Jesus 
is more important than money. 

EXTRA-TIME ACTIVITY—OPTION 2
PERISHABLE
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: index cards (5 per child), 
pencils, food item with a “best when 
used by” date on it

Hold up the food item and point out the “best when used by” date. Say: The 
food in this container is perishable. That means it will someday spoil and 
have to be thrown out. It’s not meant to last forever.

And neither are other things we have. Someday you’ll outgrow your 
favorite clothes. That giant TV you love to watch will someday quit work-
ing. The bike you saved and saved to buy will someday be a pile of rust.

AGE-ALERT TIPS 
Younger children can simply 
put a big X on each card to 
show that the item won’t last.
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OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 1

HOWZITGOIN’
Time: about 5 minutes, depending on attendance
Supplies: pencils, prepared poster

Before kids arrive, draw a line on a poster. Write a 1 on the left end of the 
line, a 10 on the right, and a 5 in the middle. As kids arrive, ask them to 
pencil in their initials on the line. 

Say: If this past week was so awful you wish you’d slept through it, 
place your initials by the 1. If it was a great week you wish you could 
repeat, put your initials by the 10. Place your initials anywhere on the 
line that shows how you feel about this past week—except exactly on 
the 5. Because there’s no such thing as a week that’s exactly half good 
and half bad!

After kids have signed in, give them 30 seconds each to explain why 
they placed their initials where they did. Be sure to include your own initials 
and explain your placement on the line. Kids will begin to express them-
selves more over time, and hearing their stories will help you adapt this 
lesson to make it relevant to your kids’ lives.

OPENING ACTIVITY—OPTION 2

WHAT’S STOPPING YOU? 
Time: about 10 minutes
Supplies: pencils, apples (1 per child), access to kitchen sink, paper 
towels 

Ask children to sit in a row against one wall of your room. Clear out the 
obstacles between them and where you want them to go—a finish line. 

Explain that you were going to set up an obstacle course—a course 
where you put things in their way—but you didn’t have time to string ropes 
and dig ditches in the floor. So instead, you’ll just toss a few pencils on the 
floor to be obstacles. Do so, making sure that the pencils are parallel with 
the finish line. 

Say: That doesn’t look like a very difficult obstacle course. I think 
you could get around those. But … you’re not running the course. Your 
apples are!
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about Jesus—he’s God’s Son and the only one who can save us from 
our sins. Those things are true. 

And we don’t have to change what we believe about this either: 
Jesus loves children. He loves you with his whole heart. Jesus wants to 
be your friend—forever. 

CLOSING PRAYER

ME TOO PRAYER
Time: about 5 minutes
Supplies: Bible

Ask kids to sit on the floor with a bit of space between them. 
Say: It’s easy to forget how much Jesus loves us. We start thinking 

that he’ll love us just when we do the right things. Or maybe that he 
loves us because he has to, but he doesn’t really like us. 

Here’s the truth: Jesus loves you just as you are. He wants the best 
for you, and one thing that’s best for you is for you to love him and 
follow him so that you can live with him forever. There’s a verse in the 
Bible that reminds us of that truth. 

Read aloud John 3:16. Say: That proves Jesus loves the world, but he 
also loves me. Let me read that again.

Read: For God loved (your own name) so much that he gave his one 
and only Son, so that (your own name) who believes in him will not per-
ish but have eternal life.

I’ll read that again. Please say your name out loud when I pause. We 
can all talk at the same time.

Read: For God loved (pause) so much that he gave his one and only 
Son, so that (pause) who believes in him will not perish but have eter-
nal life.

Jesus didn’t just love kids back in Bible times. He loves you now. 
Pray: God, thank you for your love. Thank you that you love each 

of us so much that you sent Jesus. Jesus, thank you for showing your 
disciples that you love kids just as much as you love grown-ups. And 
that kids can show grown-ups what it is to have faith. In Jesus’s name, 
amen. 
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