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the baggage area and brought me safely to the hotel at about
10:30 P.M. After checking in, I treated both Mark and Norm
to dinner, although Norm wanted just a cup of coffee.
The next day, I got up early, ate some breakfast, and joined
about 47 other AFDCS members on a tour of the National Air
and Space Museum Udvar-Hazy Center. The center is the
companion facility to the National Air and Space Museum on
the National Mall in D.C. and is appropriately located in a
huge hangar next to the Dulles Airport. Inside are numerous
airplanes from the early 1900s, WWI, WWII, racing airplanes,
hang gliders, experimental airplanes, German and Russian
MIGs, the U2 Stealth reconnaissance airplane, a French
Concorde (this plane will give you an idea of how large the
facility is), and a separate side section containing the Space
Shuttle Enterprise, space capsules, missiles, and space
paraphernalia. The tour was most educational and enjoyable.
Later that same evening, I attended the Executive
Committee meeting, where we discussed AFDCS business,
and made a few recommendations to the Board of Directors,
which held its meeting after ours. After our meeting ended at
8:00, I joined several members in the AFDCS Hospitality Suite,
located in President Tom Foust’s master suite on the 24th
(top) floor.
On Friday morning, the opening day of AMERICOVER, I
attended the American Ceremony Program Society (ACPS)
Board breakfast meeting in the hotel restaurant. Following
that meeting, I went to the USPS sales area where I purchased
6 of the American Advances in Aviation sheets. I needed the
stamps to put on the 10 sets of 2 covers each that my wife,
Georgia, created for the convention. She hand-drew and
hand-painted 2 different cachets on #10 envelopes, so that I
could put 5 of the 10 different stamps on each envelope. A
few of her former subscribers (she used to design cachets in
the late 80s and early 90s) were pleased to see her work
again, and purchased most of the sets.
At 11:00, I attended the FD ceremony, where there were
about 250 people in attendance. After the ceremony, the
dignitaries sat to sign programs, covers, etc.
After eating a quick lunch, I attended the FD ceremony for
the Gambia stamp commemorating the 50th Anniversary of

By Michael Litvak

Question: When does a 5-hour flight become a 10-hour flight?
Answer: When 2/3 of the continental United States is
covered with various thunderous weather “systems”.
That was my situation on Wednesday, July 27, at LAX,
getting ready for my flight #76 to take off on time. Suddenly,
the engines went silent, and all of us on board thought that
something went wrong with the airplane. The pilot announced
on the intercom that he shut down the engines, as he was
waiting for the air traffic controllers to reroute our flight. He
added that almost all flights throughout the U.S. were being
rerouted. 30 minutes later, we were back at the gate to get
more fuel, as our new route was going to be much longer
than the original one. As it turned out, we took off 1.5 hours
after our originally scheduled takeoff time, with our new route
taking us south from L.A., east through the southern edge of
the U.S. to Georgia, then north to Dulles International in
Washington, D.C. Unfortunately, after turning north over
Atlanta, Dulles was shut down because of thunderstorms, and
we were rerouted to land in Norfolk to wait it out. However,
because too many planes were heading into Norfolk, our pilot
chose to land us in Richmond, VA. Because there are only 7
gates at the Richmond airport, we parked on the ground next
to the FedEx cargo planes. For security reasons, we were
not allowed to leave the plane. Fortunately, Dulles was
reopened 2 hours later, so we flew there in about 20 minutes
. . . at 8000 feet.
John Pollock and I were supposed to meet at the baggage
area for my flight, as he was to arrive an hour before me.
Until I called Mark Goodson from my plane on the Richmond
tarmac, I had no idea what was happening to John. As it
turned out, Mark had already picked up John (his flight came
in just before Dulles was shut down), drove him to the Sheraton
Premiere Hotel, site of AMERICOVER 2005, then returned to
Dulles to pick me up. Mark, along with Norm Elrod, met me in
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the AFDCS. The ACPS hosted the ceremony, with Jay
Bigalke, its President, presiding. He also prepared a
ceremony program for the event.
When the Gambia ceremony and signing ended, I had a
chance to visit the bourse, seeking donations of material from
the dealers for the AFDCS journal auctions. As was
customary, I had my homemade chocolate-chip cookies in
hand to “reward” the many generous contributors. A few of
the dealers already had their donations ready for me, eagerly
awaiting their scrumptious reward.
The President’s Banquet took place on Friday evening.
After eating an excellent Italian buffet dinner, the attendees
enjoyed the presentation of the annual Cachetmakers Contest
awards. Our own Elena Cornejo and Dave Bennett were
winners, with Elena winning 1 category and Dave winning 3
categories and getting Honorable Mention in 1 category. Dave
won the top category, the Best Cachet of 2004. Interestingly,
in the Event Cover category, he won first and honorable
mention with 2 different Ries Chapter cachets (one for
Frederick’s get-together and one for Shirley’s TacoFest).
After breakfast on Saturday morning, I attended the
AFDCS Business Meeting, received more donations from
dealers, purchased a few programs from one dealer, attended
the ACPS general meeting, was the auctioneer at the ACPS
auction, had dinner at a local restaurant, attended the
Cachetmakers Bourse where I received donations from
practically every cachetmaker in attendance, ate some
goodies at the post-Cachetmakers Bourse Snack event, and
ended the evening at the AFDCS/ACPS Hospitality Suite.
On Sunday morning, I attended the AFDCS General
Meeting, followed by another round at the dealers’ bourse.
Beside getting more auction donations, I was able to find some
House of Farnam varieties to add to my collection.
In the evening, over 50 of us were bussed to the National
Postal Museum in D.C., where we celebrated the AFDCS
50th Anniversary. We enjoyed a delicious catered buffet
dinner, followed by an interesting cover presentation by Alan
Berkun, and a short tour of the facility. Upon returning to the
hotel, I packed most of my belongings in preparation for my
departure the following morning.
I awoke early Monday morning, ate another tasty breakfast,
then checked out of my room. Foster Miller graciously
volunteered to drive me to Dulles Airport, so that I could catch
my 11:30 flight. Fortunately, this flight was uneventful.
While there were a few Ries Chapter members in
attendance at AMERICOVER, namely John Pollock, Dave
Bennett, Ron Sobel, Michael Friedman, Foster Miller, Mark
Goodson, Jay Bigalke, Allen Klein, and Alan Warren, I missed
spending time with more of the Southern California “locals”,
as I have at past conventions. Perhaps next year will be
different.

I love this club! We are always
getting together for FDOI
celebrations or annual gatherings.
I know that is what is special about
this group. It’s not only business,
but friendship and having fun. To me it’s like therapy. We are
all unique and different people. Take for instance the Disney
Celebration on June 30th. Someone had the great idea of
renting scooters to get around the park. Since we all had the
opportunity to spend the whole day for free, I thought that
sounded like fun especially for those of us that have worn out
body parts. So, four of us Bonnie, Shirley, Via, and myself
rented scooters. Paula and Kathy were walkers. See us
pictured on the masthead of this newsletter. We called
ourselves the “Ries Scooter Patrol.” Thanks to all my friends
in the Ries Chapter.

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Have you lost or misplaced any of our “Mendoza Produced” issues? Well, not
to worry. We have some available for sale to members to benefit the treasury,
starting with Issue #103 February 1, 2000.
If you would like any back issues, they are $2.00 each plus one first class
stamp per copy. Please make your checks out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and
mail your requests to our Membership Secretary Kathy Clements.
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Paid Members for 2005
Pending Renewals
Lifetime Members
Publicity
Honorary
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SUMMER POT LUCK
SOCIAL & BARBECUE
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
FREDERICK’S PASADENA
PALACE, JULY 10, 2005

We Need Your Articles
If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we need your input.
Please share your experience(s), your knowledge, your
stories, your interests, and your opinions by writing an
original article for the next issue of Ries? Pieces. We are
also happy to print photos with captions, if you don?t
want to write an article. We welcome all submissions.
Suggestions for articles:
Your Ugliest Cover(s)
Your Cover Making Process
Cover Mistakes That Got By
First Day Ceremony Reports
Postal Employee Horror Stories
How You Started Making Covers
Web Site Tips & Recommendations
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters
Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better

By
Kathy Clements

Whew! What a really nice turnout we had at our recent social
event. Fourteen members, spouses, and guests gathered on
a beautiful, but hot, Pasadena summer day. This wasn’t the
largest turnout we have ever had; but we still had enough
food for an army. Thanks to everyone for their generous
contributions of yummy delights for the palate.

Next issue of Ries’ Pieces is October 1, 2005
Deadline to submit articles is September 15, 2005
Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information and
specifications for submitting articles.

Congratulations!
Now Let's hear a big cheer for Rieser Allen Klein, for his
exhibit awards at AMERICOVER: Single Frame Grand and
Silver for "Yorktown Unofficial Old Ironsides First Days" and a
Vermeil for "Wide Format U.S. Airmail First Days of the 1920s."
Well done, Allen!
Congratulations to Ries Chapter winners in this year's
AFDCS' annual Planty Cachemakers Contest. Dave Bennett
took five awards, Elena Cornejo the coveted win in the Hand
Drawn, Hand Painted category with her portrait of John Wayne.
Dave's sweep was capped by the "Top Cachet of the Year"
award with his delightful Pacific Coral Reef cover which also
garnered wins in the Se-tenant and Hand Painted,
Mechanically Reproduced categories. Dave took both Winner
and the Honorable Mention in the Event Cover category with
his Lewis, Clark & Langford barbecue cover (winner) and
Tacofest (H.M.). Great job, guys! We're all proud of you!

After our luncheon, we had a meeting and discussion of
upcoming events and a drawing. As is the custom, Dave
Bennett handed out his wonderful souvenir covers. You have
to attend to get one. An example is pictured for your
enjoyment.

“What’s Doin”
September 28 Jim Henson & Muppets FDOI
Television Academy North Hollywood

WEB SIGHTINGS
Ries Chapter offerings can be found on eBay under Search By
Seller-rieschapter.
You can also visit our website at www.thepostmark.com. Many
thanks to Rick for designing the site. If anyone has any
suggestions for additions to the site, you can contact Rick at
sales@thepostmark.com. Also the National AFDCS website,
www.afdcs.org has a link to our website.
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October 7-9

SESCAL
Radisson LAX

October 9

Chapter Meeting
Help Take Down Frames
Pizza Party

December

Yule Tuber Fest

AMERICANA ISSUE,
Part I
By
John Pollock
This article is the first of nine parts.
In 1975 the United States was fast approaching the
bicentennial year of independence and many celebratory
events through-out the country were in the planning stage.
No one could fault the United States Postal Service (USPS)
for sitting on the bench, they had in the works to release a
plethora of commemorative and definitive stamps related to
that tumultuous period of American colonial history. Tucked
among the proposed stamps was a sheet of thirty-two, all of
the same design but each stamp to show a written different
portion of the text, the “Declaration of Independence.” When
the post office announced details of this particular sheet, it
did not sit well with the philatelic community. The thinking
was of taking advantage of stamp collectors who would have
to purchase a sheet for a complete text. Spearheaded by the
American Philatelic Society, a protest put the squeeze on the
Postal authority’s ambitions, and with this negative reception
from the community the Postal Service done a about-face
and rescinded it. However, the USPS did go ahead with the
planned definitive Americana Issue which consisted of twentyfive designs that did not receive the same outcry. On October
31, 1975 the first of the Americana designs was issued and
six years later on April 8, 1981 the last one. Each stamp has
a similar frame design, but has different subjects and
incorporating unique quotations relative to the culture and
history of the country. Denominations of the stamps range
from 1c to $5 including some fractional ones. Unlike
commemoratives, the stamps would be available for a longer
period of time equating to larger quantities produced. Except
where noted all covers shown are from the Artcraft
organization. Where first day cover quantities are indicated,
they are taken from Scott’s Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps and Covers.
The first Americana stamp design to be issued was
the 13c Liberty Bell as shown in Figure 1. It displays a first
day of issue cover released at Cleveland, Ohio on October
31, 1975; first day covers produced for that event were
256,734. The stamp on the cover depicts the Liberty Bell with
the quotation “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land,” is
colored brown, with perforation gauge 11 * 10 _, listed in
Scott’s catalogue as 1595, a single from 1595a, a booklet
pane of six. The cachet shows a vignette portraying the
Independence Hall in Philadelphia and below it, a statement
reads, “With faith in Divine Providence Patriots declared the
Colonies Free at Independence Hall, Philadelphia.” On the
backside of the cover (not shown) is a story relating to the
ringing of the bell when the Republic was born. The cover is
a product of Fleetwood.

Figure 2 shows a minor variety of the design, a 13c Liberty
Bell stamp issued at Liberty Missouri on April 2, 1976, first day
covers produced for that event were 92,223. The stamps on
the cover are a pane of five plus a label and are listed as
1595d. The label was the Postal Service’s effort in promoting
stamp collecting, and is part of a vending machine booklet
containing two panes, that was sold for a $1.30. The cachet
shows the Liberty Bell as it was being transported to Allentown
from Philadelphia for safekeeping, just prior to the invasion
and occupation of the city by British forces.
The United States Specialist (USS) is a magazine that is issued
monthly by the organization called Bureau Issues Association
(BIA), its old name. It is now known as, The United States
Stamp Society (USSS). The magazine publishes articles on
specialized subjects relative to all US stamps. The reason the
magazine is cited here is because this article will rely on some
information garnered from it. One of the missions of the USSS
is the study of new postal issues as they are released, study
groups made up of members of the society do a microscopic
analysis of the stamps to determine their quality based on
known Post Office information, criteria and specifications. They
look for errors, freaks and oddities, (EFO), as well as other
type conditions which they believe will be interesting to a
specialist collector. Many of the items the study group highlight
occur during the production of the stamps, such things as,
omission of colors, imperforates when there should not be any,
inverts, double printings, miscuts, ect,. After the study is
reasonably complete, results are published in form of on-going
articles in the Specialist; these may be revised, fine-tuned and
later re-published as updates when new information becomes
known. For example, and a case in point, one study group
researched booklet panes similar to that shown in Figure 2,
their study found a number of abnormalities, (Figure 2 is not
Continued on page 5
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one), three typical ones are listed below:
1. Foreign marks on the face of the stamp caused by the
inconsistency of the ink.
2. Plate numbers ending up in the wrong location, some found
within the stamp frame whereas should have been outside
the area of the stamp.
3. Discovery of two different engravings for the lettering on
the label portion of the pane. Engraving “A” which was done
by solid method created smudge marks. Engraving “B” done
by using a ruled facing that corrected the problem in “A,” this
change was done when production of the stamps were well
underway, giving the study group many samples to review
and compare.
For samples of the above three abnormalities and an in-depth
detail analysis see the particular references listed below.
References:
The United States Specialist, April 1976 p190, January 1978
p8, February 1980 pp95, 96.
(To be continued)

attention to the powerful anti-war message. “Man is a wolf to
man.” Skeletons smile while zombies shriek. Chaos and the
fires of Hades are juxtaposed against the timeless sphinx.
Will we ever learn?

CEREMONY INVITATIONS
Ries Chapter members interested in attending First Day
Ceremonies should contact Membership Secretary Kathy Clements
no later than two months before a ceremony you would like to
attend. This way your name can be given to the USPS so you will
receive an invitation in a timely manner.
I have been informed by the USPS that they frown on sending
out invitations to people who can’t attend. Since our club has so
many problems getting invitations in the first place, we only want
to have names on the list of people who can actually attend. The
invitation list will be updated for each event.
If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second day or otherwise
in our local Southern California area, kindly contact Kathy as soon
as you know so others can make arrangements to participate if they
want. Many thanks to John Peterson who seems to have an inside
track to these events and sends out emails to alert our members.

By Paula Kinports
I bought this Ronald Reagan mourning cover at the
First Day Ceremony for his stamp on June 5, 2004 at the
Ronald Regan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, CA. The
event was my first FDI Ceremony. I bought several covers
that day, this being one of my favorites. Regan’s sincerity as
he takes the oath of office is admirable.
I have plenty of Regan covers, so I probably will not
be collecting any more of them. I will of course, continue to
acquire any covers that attract my eccentric sensibilities.

“One of my most recently
acquired covers.”
By Bob Lewin
After meeting Carol Gordon at the SESCAL show, I
became enamored with her magnificent and colorful cachets.
Shortly thereafter, I noticed a collection lot of her cachets in a
Jim McCusker auction, and was fortunate to be the high bidder.
When I received the lot, I became an immediate fan.
Unfortunately, some of the sets were incomplete, so I
immediately embarked on an adventure to fill in the holes.
The first cover I was able to find was the one shown
here for the 1992 issue in the World War II series. Carol’s
artwork is simply fantastic. Colorful to draw the viewer’s

Continued on page 6

Candle-labra”
August 20
August 23
September 2
September 15
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Ron Tate
Jay Bigalke
Dave Crane
Mike Mendoza

The Art of Disney Celebration,
June 30th

By George Rost, VE 7019
I have an arrangement with Dino Tognellini, a dealer
in Italy. He sends me some covers from baseball events in
Italy, as well as Christmas covers from Italy and San Marino.
The cover shown here was sent through the mail addressed
to me with a very nice cancel showing the Holy Family. I
believe that it was sent from Rome on 12/24/04, and the cancel
also shows Natale 2004.
This cachet with the Holy Family will enhance my
Christmas stamp collection from over 160 countries. Many of
the stamps have scenes of the Holy Family like the stamps
on this cover. The cachet also has a Priority Mail sticker which
makes it a little out of the ordinary. By the way, the VE 7019
by my name relates to my high school days. In Senior Latin
class, we had to write that at the top of each paper and the
teacher said that, even when we forgot the Latin, we would
remember that Virgil was born in 70 B.C. and died in 19 A.D.

By Shirley Ulling
This is a cover to add to my sci-fi collection. It is a
Star Wars cover by Collins with several Star Wars characters.
The characters are (left to right) Han Solo, Luke Skywalker,
Princess Lya, Darth Vadar, C3PO and R2D2. The stamp is
the VCR stamp from the Celebrate the Century series. The
VCR transformed entertainment by allowing people to record
shows from their televisions.
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Winners-AFDCS
Congratulations to Ries Chapter winners in this year's AFDCS'
annual Planty Cachemakers Contest. Dave Bennett took five
awards, Elena Cornejo the
coveted win in the Hand
Drawn, Hand Painted
category with her portrait
of John Wayne. Dave's
sweep was capped by the
"Top Cachet of the Year"
award with his delightful
Pacific Coral Reef cover
which also garnered wins
in the Se-tenant and Hand
Painted, Mechanically
Reproduced categories.
Dave took both Winner
and the Honorable
Mention in the Event
Cover category with his
Lewis, Clark & Langford
barbecue cover (winner)
and Tacofest (H.M.).
Great job, guys! We're all
proud of you!

CLUB FUND RAISING
We need your handmade limited edition covers! We can
also use any donations of extra philatelic stuff you might
have around the house that you don’t really want any more.
Please send your donations to our web master so he can
put them up for auction on eBay.
Send your covers to Rick Range at 4 Del Brienza Lake
Elsinore, CA 92532. His number is (909)674-1999. His
new email address sales@thepostmark.com.

Covers designed by Bonnie Fuson
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More of:
The Art of Disney Celebration
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Covers designed by Mike Mendoza
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“FIRST CLASS”
8715 Beechwood Dr.
Alta Loma, CA 91701
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Article must be typed as a Word document, MAC or PC the latest
version possible.
Article width - 3 5/8” or 7 1/2”.
Type style Courier, Arial, Times, or Helvetica.
Type size 10 point.
No rules or boxes.
Please spell check and proof read your article for correct grammar &
punctuation.
Send article on a disk, PC or MAC and a hard copy print out.

I use a MAC and PageMaker 6.5 program for publishing the newsletter. If you have
photos or illustrations, please send me the originals and I will scan and return your
original or save as a jpeg, or pdf file and e-mail as attachment.
Newsletter publishing schedule:
October 1, 2005
December 1, 2005
February 1, 2005
Mail articles to:
Phone:
e-mail:

article deadline Sept. 1, 2005
article deadline Nov. 1, 2005
article deadline Jan. 1, 2005
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