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of the smaller HF #1 FDCs to dealers and friends of the
Farnams and McLouds. Barry informed me that there couldn’t
have been too many customers to mail the HF#1s to, because
this was an unknown first cachet at the time.
Considering that the corner card FDC is much scarcer than
the HF cacheted #1 FDC, one might conclude that its value
should be more than the $500 catalogued value of the latter.

By Michael Litvak

Since 1979, I’ve been collecting unaddressed House of
Farnam cachets, the only cachet line that has ever interested
me, beside my wife’s cachets in the late 1980s.
The #1 HF cachet was produced for the May 9, 1936
TIPEX sheet, released at the TIPEX stamp show in New York.
It is one of the most expensive #1 cachets, currently
catalogued at $500. Until recently, I possessed a HF #1 with
only a single “stamp” cut from the sheet. In late October, I
was the successful bidder on Ebay for a HF #1 with the full
sheet, a cover which possesses postal markings making it a
fascinating example of U.S. postal history. I will write about
this interesting cover in a future RIES’ PIECES.
The focus of discussion in this column is on a House of
Farnam TIPEX variety, of which only 4 have been recorded
as of this writing. This variety is a HF corner card on a #10
envelope serviced on the First Day, and is illustrated
elsewhere in this column. This cover, which I purchased on
Ebay over 2 years ago, contains the Michigan Centennial sgl
“stamp” cut from the TIPEX sheet. A second cover of this HF
variety was illustrated on page 23 of the December 1, 2003
issue of FIRST DAYS, in the first installment of “The House
of Farnam Story”, a very informative series by Barry N. Kaplan
and Michael R. Rosenthal. That cover contains the Texas
Centennial sgl “stamp” cut from the TIPEX sheet. Of the
remaining 2 corner cards, one also has a Texas Centennial
sgl, and the other is unknown at the time of this writing.
Consequently, more than one TIPEX sheet was used to
service these corner cards.
This brings up the question, “How many of these corner
cards were serviced?” considering that only 4 of them are
recorded at this time. Barry Kaplan’s corner card was mailed
to a cover service in Arkansas, and mine was mailed to a PO
Box in Maine. My corner card is sliced open at the top. I
believe these corner cards were used to mail a limited number

We Need Your Photos
Since we are doing our newsletter on-line, we can have
one of great proportions. There are no space limitations
as to the newsletter length. So, please send us your
candids from First Day Ceremonies and other club events.
You don’t need to write a story to go with them, if you
don’t want to. Please email us copies of your most recent
First Day Covers too. Share them with club members
and get some free publicity. Maybe you will make a sale
or two. We welcome all submissions.

WEB SIGHTINGS
Ries Chapter offerings can be found on eBay under Search
By Seller-rieschapter.
You can also visit our website at http://
www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks to Rick for
designing the site. If anyone has any suggestions for
additions to the site, you can contact Rick at
sales@thepostmark.com. Also the National AFDCS
website, www.afdcs.org has a link to our website.
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Editor’s
Note

AMERICANA ISSUE
Part 2

First of all, I would like to thank God
for my life. I also want to thank
everyone for their prayers and
support for our club secretary,
Kathy Clements. Her surgery was
successful and she had a speedy recovery. Welcome back
Kathy! We all missed her at the Muppets FDOI ceremony. I
had a great time at the ceremony meeting Jim Henson’s kids
and getting autographs and some great photos. I used a few
on the mast head of this newsletter. Heather, one of Henson’s
daughters, stopped by our table to watch us servicing our
own cachet creations. She was so amazed at our designs
and the process we go through to achieve them. On another
note I fell to far behind to produce an October newsletter, so
this issue is dated November 1, 2005. We will also publish a
December 15, 2005 issue. So when we meet at our annual
Tuber Fest Christmas lunch, please come prepared with an
article, photos or a story about your most recently acquired
cover to go in the December newsletter. I am in the process
of moving from Rancho Cucamonga to Hesperia the high
desert where Maggie and I have purchased a new home. I
will give out my new address at the Tuber Fest and publish it
in the December issue.

By
John Pollock
The second Americana stamp design to be issued was the
11c Printing Press as shown in Fig. 1. It displays a first day of
issue cover released at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on
November 13, 1975; f.d.c’s produced for that event were
217,755. The stamp on the cover depicts a printing press that
was typical during American colonial time, a quotation on the
stamp reads, “Liberty depends on freedom of the press.” This
stamp is colored orange on a gray background, with
perforation gauge 11 * 10 1/2, listed in Scott’s catalogue as
1593. The cachet shows the front pages of newspapers from
the colonies blanketing the envelope designed by Barry
Newton currently a member of the AFDCS board of directors.
Fig. 2 shows another use of the 11c stamp this being for postal
make-up on the 2c non-profit stamped envelope first day cover,
the domestic letter rate when the stamped envelope was
released was 13c. The cover shown has a first day of issue of
September 10, 1976.
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The third Americana stamp design to be issued was
the 24c Old North Church as shown in Fig. 3. It displays a first
day of issue cover released at Boston, Massachusetts on
November 14, 1975; f.d.c’s produced for that event were
208,973. The stamp on the cover depicts the Old North Church
with quotation “Midnight ride one if by land, two if by sea,” is
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Continued on page 3

Continued from page 2 (AMERICANA ISSUE Part 2)

added to the cover as postage make-up to cover the postage
letter rate which at that time was 10c. The cachet shows a
gathering of people in the village “Smithy” representing a
peaceable assembly which compliments the stamp; in
addition, the quotation on the stamp is repeated. During the
production of the 9c Dome of Capitol some of the stamps
were mistakenly untagged, creating an error. This error is
listed in Scott’s catalogue as 1591a.

colored red on a blue background, engraved and having
perforation gauge 11 * 10 1/2, listed in Scott’s catalogue as
1603. The cachet shows a detail of the church with a statue
of Paul Revere on his steed in the foreground, emblematic of
his famous ride to warn the populace that the British were
coming; the cachet also repeats the quotation on the stamp.
The North Church is the oldest public building in Boston and
one of its architectural features is the 190 foot high steeple
which served as a beacon for the start of the America’s war of
independence. Paul Revere a patriot of the cause, established
a system of signals that would shine in the night, from the top
of the steeple, to let people know how the British were
approaching the area, whether it would be by land, or by sea.
This information forewarned the locals and militia to maximize
their defenses. The signal would operate thus: One light would
indicate that the British were coming by land and two lights
would mean they are coming by sea. On April 18, 1775 the
British were spotted coming up the Charles River prompting
a signal in which two lanterns were hung. This signal would
go down in history as starting the initial skirmishes that lead
up to the War of Independence. That same evening Paul
Revere made his famous midnight ride to Lexington, warning
the people along the way crying out that the “British are
coming.”

Fig. 5 displays a first day of issue cover released at New
York, NY. On March 11, 1977, f.d.c’s produced for that event
were 242,208 (all varieties). The stamps on the booklet pane
depict the National Capitol Dome. The pane consists of two
different stamp series and is listed in Scott’s catalogue as
1623a, the seven 13c stamps belong to the Flag Issue 197577. The sole 9c stamp is of the Americana Issue 1975-81
and has the same design as shown in Fig. 4, but with a slightly
smaller size and without the gray background, Scott catalogue
has listed it as 1590. When the USPS issued this pane they
expected a higher than normal sales because the se-tenant
had two different values, the first of its kind in the United States.
The cachet compliments both type stamps in the pane. When
this pane was issued at the INTERPEX ’77 stamp show in
New York City’s Americana Hotel on March 11, 1977 it was
discovered that the panes had two different perforations, a
gauge of 11 * 10 1/2 (Sc.1623a) and gauge of 10 * 10
(Sc.1623c). When the two different perforation varieties
became known to the philatelic community a buying spree
ensued, mint and first day covers were snapped-up. The
production of the booklet continued until May 29, 1978, and
at that time the USPS had distributed close to twenty million
panes.
Another variety of the 9c Dome of Capital was issued and
this was a definitive coil which was issued at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin on March 5, 1976. The coil had perforation 10
vertical and listed as 1616. After production, a good number
of them appeared imperforate and Scott catalogue listed them
as 1616a. An investigation by the printer on why this happened
concluded that there was a malfunction of the electric eye
controlling the perforation equipment.

References: The United States Specialist, November 1976
The fourth Americana stamp design to be issued was the 9c p562, May 1977 p214, January 1979 p33, February 1979
Dome of Capitol as shown in Fig. 4. It displays a first day of p70.
issue cover released at Washington, DC on November 24,
1975; f.d.c’s produced for that event were 190,117. The stamp (To be continued)
on the cover depicts the National Dome with a quotation “Right
of people peaceably to assemble,” is colored slate green on
a gray background, with perforation gauge 11 * 10 1/2 and
listed in Scott’s catalogue as 1591. A 1c Thomas Jefferson is
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We Need Your Articles
If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we need your input.
Please share your experience(s), your knowledge, your
stories, your interests, and your opinions by writing an
original article for the next issue of Ries? Pieces. We are
also happy to print photos with captions, if you don?t
want to write an article. We welcome all submissions.
Suggestions for articles:
Your Ugliest Cover(s)
Your Cover Making Process
Cover Mistakes That Got By
First Day Ceremony Reports
Postal Employee Horror Stories
How You Started Making Covers
Web Site Tips & Recommendations
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters
Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better

By Dr. Reuben A. Ramkisson:
A Transit for the “Princess Alice” Appeal
A recent e-mail from a colleague in Anguilla called my
attention to an unusal handstamp on an Elizabethan cover from
Anguilla to Jamaica on March 7, 1955.
This is a Caribbean region air mail cover with a transit marking
on March 8, 1955 at St. Kitts, where the handstamp “Give to the /
Princess Alice/Appeal” was applied. This slogan is one of a series
of related machine slogans known for Trinidad, Jamaica, and a few
other ilands sharing responsibility for the founding and funding of
the University College of the West Indies. Princess Alice was the
patron of the UC of the WI. She toured the West Indies for the
inauguration of the university College, for which an omnibus set
of commerorative stamps were issued.
This cover, addressed to Jamaica, is backstamped on March
12, 1955. The cover was offered on Ebay and obtained at the starting
bid of $5.00.

Next issue of Ries’ Pieces is Dec. 15, 2005
Deadline to submit articles is Dec. 11, 2005
Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information and
specifications for submitting articles.

“One of my most recently
acquired covers.”
By John Pollock
This cover is the latest one I’ve received from a dealer who
services First Day Covers. I’ve had this service for many years
now, and had decided quite some time ago to collect Artcraft
Cachets. The servicer is a well known dealer who lives in New
York and has provided me with excellent service.
I particularly like this cover because it completes some of the
nature series that the Postal Service has issued. Once the Postal
Service finishes with this subject, I believe it would be a good
candidate for a single frame or more exhibit... something for me to
seriously consider in the near future.
This particular cover may be considered full or cluttered,
because of the five large stamps and the detailed cachet. Because
of the “busyness” of the cachet, it is not one of my favorites.
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By David Crane (no illustration)
You hear the sounds of chains and wailing through the rocklined corridors of a distant dungeon... “Avast, ye relentless
taskmaster!”...rattle...rattle...rattle.
I don’t collect covers all that much. Some...but probably fewer
than any others in the Ries Chapter. My interest is more in the
artwork (usually) than in the commemoration of an event. At least
since the 1984 Olympics, when I spent many$1000s, I have not
collected quite as fervently.
My most recent cover was likely a Disney one I bought from
Ron Sobel at the Yule Tuber Fest in December, 2004. I do not recall
which one, and unfortunately, I do not know where it is right now.
My resources for keeping the enjoyable/recreational portions
of my life organized has been almost completely eliminated, since
about the time I sold my house. My space is no longer my own,
effectively, at least for the forseeable future. Suffice it to say, I did
enjoy the cover...as I do all the ones I can collect. Someday I’ll
have them out and organized to enjoy and share again, as in the
days when nearly all of my walls and shelves were covered with
nostalgia and collectibles, such as the cornucopia of enjoyment to
be experienced at Bonnie Fuson’s house.
Most of the contributions I’ve made for the newsletter have
been Internet and computer related, as well as travelogue. If you
enjoy these (as I enjoy viewing the photo journals of Elena, John,
et. al.), then I’ll be glad to include more of these in the future. Until
then, I bid you good wishes in cachet pursuits.

First Day Covers with a
Little Character – 2

Circulation Report
Paid Members for 2005
Pending Renewals
Lifetime Members
Publicity
Honorary

By Alan Warren
Continuing with a series begun in the April issue, here’s
another FDC with several elements of “character.” The franking is
a single from the pane of 6 Little America stamps released February
10, 1934 at the National Stamp Exhibition. The paste-on label cachet
is not listed in Mellone/Planty.
The cancel is an unofficial (UO) at New Haven, Conn.
The third aspect of unusual interest is the addressee, pioneer
cachetmaker Winfred M. Grandy. Since he lived in New Haven at
the time, no doubt it was serviced by the master himself.
Grandy began his cachetmaking career with this issue,
preparing only two water color cachets. His first commercial cachet
was for the 1935 Connecticut Tercentenary issue. AFDCS named
one of its AMERICOVER show awards after Grandy. It is given
for the best exhibit of cacheted FDCs with emphasis on cachet
research.
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Disneyland’s 50th Birthday
By Kathy Clements
For months Bonnie Fuson and I speculated at great length
about doing covers for the actual anniversary of Disneyland Park.
Unfortunately, the powers that be for the Walt Disney empire didn’t
think the event warranted a special pictorial postmark for July
17, 2005 even though they had an agreement with the USPS for
three sets of stamps, the most recent of which had just been
released on June 30th. Because it was a Sunday, there wouldn’t
be any opportunity to go to an Anaheim post office to get a red
round dater postmark.
Finally, I asked Nancy Ross in Washington DC and got the
word that no one from The Walt Disney Company had planned
anything with them for this very special day. In desperation, I
asked Ron Sobel what to do. I owe him a debt of thanks for
reminding me that we could order the plain black postmark and
stop fretting about it!
Bonnie and I made our covers and my pal Kathy Gregory
and I went to the park on July 17th, carrying them with us so we
could at least say they were in the park on the actual anniversary.
Afterward, we packed up our covers, plus a few from George
Rost, and sent them to Kansas City for the 50¢-size generic black
postmark. It certainly was worth the extra money we had to pay
for the special cancel. The covers are here for your enjoyment.

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Have you lost or misplaced any of our “Mendoza Produced”
issues? Well, not to worry. We have some available for
sale to members to benefit the treasury, starting with Issue
#103 February 1, 2000.
If you would like any back issues, they are $2.00 each plus
one first class stamp per copy. Please make your checks
out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and mail your requests to our
Membership Secretary Kathy Clements.
You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on LINKS then
ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries Chapter #48. From
there you can download the on-line issues from February
05, April 05, June 05 and August 05 in Adobe Reader.
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New York Times
November 6, 2005
A Stamp for the Ages

We Need Your Photos
Since we are doing our newsletter on-line, we can have
one of great proportions. There are no space limitations
as to the newsletter length. So, please send us your
candids from First Day Ceremonies and other club
events. You don’t need to write a story to go with them,
if you don’t want to. Please email us copies of your
most recent First Day Covers too. Share them with club
members and get some free publicity. Maybe you will
make a sale or two. We welcome all submissions.

By RUTH Y. GOLDWAY
Washington
LAST week my colleagues and I on the Postal Rate
Commission recommended approval of the United States Postal
Service's request to raise the price of a first-class stamp to 39 cents
from 37 cents, as part of a 5.4 percent overall rate increase, sometime
early next year.
The negotiations during the rate review process yielded a
promising development, one that's worth highlighting. The Postal
Service promised the commission's Office of Consumer Advocate
that it would immediately begin studying the idea of adopting
"forever" or "perpetual" stamps.
What's a "forever stamp"? It's just what you think it would be:
a stamp that could always be used for the first ounce of first-class
postage - that is, most letters mailed by individuals.
It would be sold at the current price of a first-class stamp but would
be good for first- class letter postage indefinitely.
Sound far-fetched? Well, 30 nations, including Britain, Finland,
Israel, Belgium and Brazil, have used this kind of stamp. And the
stamps make sense.
The main benefit for customers: no more last-minute timeconsuming trips to the post office, joining the hordes to buy new
higher-rate stamps or "make up" stamps to add to the old ones.
Individuals might buy large quantities of forever stamps just before
a rate increase, but would that be such a bad thing? After all, the
Postal Service would get the use of the funds - the float - until the
stamps are finally used. Postal clerks would make better use of their
time than they would selling two-cent stamps.
What's more, a forever stamp would give the Postal Service an
incentive to maximize the float by putting in place technological
improvements that would keep its own costs - and the need for future
rate increases - below the rate of inflation.
Would hoarding be a problem? Probably not. Business
customers are unlikely to hoard stamps for the first-class letter rate
because most send "work shared" mail at lower rates already; besides,
most business mailers do not physically affix stamps to paper - they
use preprinted or metered postage instead. Typical consumers are
unlikely to hoard large quantities of forever stamps for obvious
practical reasons. The average household spends about $6 a month
on postage. The public's primary concern is not price but
convenience.
The Postal Service has signaled that it will ask for another rate
increase next year, one that is probably even larger than this year's.
But, until now, it has resisted the forever stamp even though such a
stamp would do a great deal to help consumers adjust to rate
increases, as well as assisting the Postal Service in managing its
budget and investing in improvements. In recent years the service
has been working to shed its image as a stodgy, unresponsive
government monopoly. I urge it to consider the forever stamp and
adopt it as a pro-consumer, money-saving reform.

Tuber Fest Invitation
Mark Your Calendars
Sunday, December 11th
at NOON
Our winter social event will be the annual Yule Tuber on
Sunday, December 11th at NOON. It will be at the West Hills
home of member Ron Sobel and his lovely wife Jeri. Their
address is 23678 Ingomar Street West Hills, CA 91304. If
you need help with directions, Ron’s cell phone number is
(818)207-5391. Home number is (818)710-8484. You can
also go to Mapquest.com and print out the directions.
We will need the usual staples: sodas and egg nog, small
mixed green salad with dressing, red or green Jell-O, lots of
black olives (a club favorite), two kinds of grated cheese,
chopped scallions or red onions, bacon bits, REAL sour cream,
real butter, crudités, a cake and/or a pie, brownies, vanilla ice
cream with chocolate sauce, Trader Joe’s guacamole,
chopped Roma tomatoes, and bread & butter pickles. The
real challenge is for a few folks to bring an especially delicious
and out-of-the-ordinary topping. Maybe you can make an old
family favorite from Grandmas recipe book. As usual, our
hosts will provide the baked potatoes. The Club will provide
all the paper goods.
If you have REGULAR folding chairs, bring those.
Ron has lots of tables, so we won’t need to bring any.
Please RSVP to Hospitality Chairperson Kathy
Clements no later than Wednesday, December 7th. You can
call Kathy at work during the day, (Tues thru Thurs) at
(310)670-6276, or at home in the evenings at (323)292-5460,
or by cell (213)703-7809 or on line at curfmeistr@aol.com.
Please don’t wait until the last minute to RSVP.
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Ruth Y. Goldway is a commissioner on the Postal Rate Commission.

destroyers within a two day period, and Commander Samuel David
Dealey received the United States Congressional Medal of Honor
for that feat. Commander Eugene Bennett Fluckey of the Barb also
received the medal for daring courageous action. The Gato class
submarine showed such resilience that some of these vessels were
still seeing service in the late sixties.
One Gato boat was not as fortunate for achievements as those
mentioned above, it was the USS Grunion (SS 216), and she had a
short career. Her keel was laid on March 1, 1941, launched December
20, commissioned on April 11, 1942 and lost with all hands on her
first patrol on July 30, 1942. The major features of the submarine
were: length 312 feet, surface displacement 1526 tons, six torpedo
tubes on the bow and four on the stern, one three-inch deck gun,
four engines and a diving depth of 300 feet.
Figure 1 shows a first day of issue cover that commemorates the
role the Gato class submarine played during WW II. The stamp is a
$3.20 Gato class, designed by Carl Herman, Sc. 3377 issued on
March 27, 2000. The cover is from Artcraft and the cachet design
shows a bird’s eye view photograph of the midship and bridge of a
post WW II submarine.

USS GRUNION
A Short Life
By
John Pollock
In the year 2000 the U.S. Navy commemorated their
submarines’ one hundred years of history. In recognizing this event,
the USPS issued five commemorative stamps that portrayed five
different classes of submarines that saw duty during that time frame.
One particular class stood head and shoulders above the rest that
fought in any war that was the Gato which achieved the highest
Japanese tonnage sunk in WW II. At the start of the US entering the
war on December 7, 1941 the Navy had only one Gato boat available.
During the course of the war over seventy would be built and
commissioned; nineteen would be lost. These boats were commonly
known as a Fleet Boat, also nicknamed the “Pacific Warhorse” for
their daring and aggressive attacks on the enemy. Not only did they
perform well in sinking ships, they excelled on special missions,
plucking downed US pilots from the ocean even though under heavy
enemy fire. These operations took place mainly while the US was
defending or invading the pacific islands. At the end of the war,
when information of these daring exploits were released to the
public, some submarines became household names, for example
the top three submarines for sinking the most Japanese tonnage were
Flasher, Rasher and Barb in that order, all Gato boats. In addition,
other courageous boats, Wahoo and Harder, sank nineteen and
sixteen ships respectively. Harder’s effort included sinking five

Figure 2 shows a naval cover issued for the keel laying
ceremony on March 1, 1941. The cover is franked with two stamps,
1c bright blue green Eli Whitney and 2c rose-carmine Samuel F. B.
Morse, both American inventors honored in the Famous American
Issues. The stamps are Sc. 889 and Sc. 890 issued on October 7,
1940. The cover has a Groton Connecticut postmark dated March
1, 1941 and is addressed to Perkins Institute Watertown,
Massachusetts. The cachet was designed by W. Spader which shows
a profile of a plunging Grunion in the foreground of a scroll giving
information on the keel laying ceremony and the builder’s name,
the Electric Boat Company Groton, Connecticut.
Continued on page 8

DUES PLEASE
Ries Chapter dues are payable in November and December
for the following calendar year. If you haven’t done so,
please send your $15 dues to Kathy Clements right away.
Please make your check out to “RIES CHAPTER AFDCS”.
You don’t want to miss even one issue of our famous
newsletter.
Some newer members will be asked to pay partial
dues so everyone is on the same renewal schedule.
If you will be attending the Tuber Fest on December
11, 2005, we will be collecting dues on that day.

Candle-labra”
October 4
October 7
October 15
October 16
October 23
October 29
December 20
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Dave Bennett
Frosty Godfrey
Ron Sobel
Michael Litvak
Frederick Langford
Ron Krisman
Alan Warren

Continued from page 7 (USS GRUNION A Short Life)

poor and in some cases simply wrong. Coupled with that, the
Alaskan weather for most times of the year was foul and foggy, and
making matters worse for Grunion, were reports circulating that
the Aleutian waters were teeming with Japanese submarines. This
then was the environment that Grunion gallantly had to face.
In the middle of July 1942 on her first patrol off Kiska, Grunion
had her first kill, sinking two small 300 ton Japanese patrol crafts.
These crafts were used mainly as submarine chasers, and were akin
to a much larger version of the Swift Boats that were used in the
Vietnam War, much talked about during the Bush/Kerry Presidential
campaign. If the Grunion crew were elated it was short lived. A few
weeks later and still on patrol in the same area, Grunion vanished,
cause unknown, presumed lost after failing to answer a call from
Dutch Harbor naval headquarters. Analysts concluded that Grunion
was possibly destroyed by depth charging from anti-submarine
vessels that were known to have been operating in that area.
Although Grunion was an exception to most other Gatos
having a short service in the war, her commander and crew were
acknowledged as heroes who fought and perished during the WW
II conflict. Commander Mannert L. Abele, admired by the naval
authorities as a great seaman was memorialized by having a
destroyer named after him. Unfortunately the destroyer also became
a casualty. In the dying days of the conflict it was destroyed and
sunk by kamikaze pilots.
References::
Blair, Clay Jr. Silent Victory

Figure 3 shows a naval cover that commemorates the
launching of Grunion, December 20, 1941. The cover is franked
by a 2c rose carmine National Defense Issue, Sc. 900 issued on
October 16, 1940. The cover has a U.S.S. Falcon postmark dated
December 20, 1941 with the slogan GRUNION LAUNCHED. The
cachet was designed by K. Streeter which shows the submarine in
the launching slip and a silhouette of a grunion fish.
Grunion under the command of Mannert Lincoln Abele left
New London Connecticut and headed for the Aleutian waters via
Panama Canal and Pearl Harbor. The first war action that Grunion
experienced took place in Panama during a heavy storm. It was
mostly a rescue effort in which more than fifteen merchant sailors
were plucked from the ocean after their ship was sunk by a German
U-Boat. This rescue was a highly successful operation performed
under rough weather conditions, and was recognized by higher naval
authorities for a job well done. After discharging the rescued
seamen, Grunion continued to Pearl Harbor, reporting there for
servicing and for operation briefings before heading to the Aleutian
Islands, Alaska.
Operating in the Aleutians at any time can be hazardous.
Navigation charts for the waters around the islands were extremely

CEREMONY INVITATIONS
Ries Chapter members interested in attending First Day
Ceremonies should contact Membership Secretary Kathy
Clements no later than two months before a ceremony you
would like to attend. This way your name can be given to
the USPS so you will receive an invitation in a timely
manner. The invitation list will be updated for each event.

Cover design by Mike Mendoza

If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second day or
otherwise in our local Southern California area, kindly
contact Kathy as soon as you know so others can make
arrangements to participate if they want.
Special thanks to Nancy Ross who is the USPS Lead
Events Specialist in Washington, DC. She has been very
helpful in seeing that we get invitations to ceremonies in
Southern California. She has also seen to it that the “red
double-ringed round dater” is at the actual ceremony for
our convenience.
Lunch at Buca De Peppo
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Article must be typed as a Word document, MAC or PC the latest
version possible.
Article width - 3 5/8” or 7 1/2”.
Type style Courier, Arial, Times, or Helvetica.
Type size 10 point.
No rules or boxes.
Please spell check and proof read your article for correct grammar &
punctuation.
Send article on a disk, PC or MAC and a hard copy print out.

I use a MAC and PageMaker 6.5 program for publishing the newsletter. If you have
photos or illustrations, please send me the originals and I will scan and return your
original or save as a jpeg, or pdf file and e-mail as attachment.
Newsletter publishing schedule:
December 15, 2005
February 1, 2006
April 1, 2006
Mail articles to:
Phone:
e-mail:

article deadline Dec. 11, 2005
article deadline Jan. 1, 2006
article deadline Feb. 1, 2006
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