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By Michael Litvak

Ask any editor of a philatelic journal, newsletter, or magazine,
what is his/her most serious problem, and he/she will probably tell
you that it is getting the membership to submit articles for their
publication. Persuasion typically ranges from simple requests to
begging to serious cajoling to arm twisting to outright bribery.
We, the Claude C. Ries Chapter, have succeeded in eliciting the
most articles on two occasions . . . when we did our writing
assignment at Shirley’s Taco Fiesta last March, and when we
rewarded our contributing members at our TuberFest at Ron’s last
December.
At the end of each year, beginning with 2003, Peter Martin,
Editor-in-Chief of FIRST DAYS, the official journal of the AFDCS,
rewards authors, contributors, and advertisers to the publication
with a special “Happy Holidays Thank You” cover.
The first of these covers was designed by our own Dave Bennett,
and features a caricature of Peter dressed in his elf garb busily
working at his desk. The second cover was a joint venture between
Dave and Julian Pugh, and also features a caricature of Peter, this
time dressed as Santa Claus busily working at his desk .The third
and latest of these covers was designed by David Peterman, and
illustrates a “Peter Martin cookie”.
Each of the first two covers has appeared in the FIRST DAYS
journal auctions, and has sold for a princely sum. Collectors of the
cachetmakers’ work and members who are not included on Peter’s
“Christmas list” are the most active bidders on these covers.
If you are interested in acquiring one of these special covers,
you could save yourself a good deal of money by not bidding on it
in the journal auctions. Instead, you should put together an
interesting article for publication in FIRST DAYS, or, become one
of its regular advertisers.
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Editor’s
Note

Fairy Tales
by
Doris Gold

Boy did I miss another great Ries
Chapter Social with all that good
Mexican food and dessert and all the
gabbing that goes on. Kathy told me I
need someone to plan my social
calendar so I don’t miss another one. In retirement the time flies by
so quickly. I thought I would have all the time in the world, but not if
you’re active like me. I love it! I missed the social because I went
on an annual fishing trip to Bishop to the Owens River. It was full of
trout and the weather was beautiful. My son, grandson and brotherin-law went with me. We had a great time and caught a lot of fish.
Of course, I miss all of you and attending our socials. I love to take
photos too and did a lot of that in Bishop. I really enjoy taking pictures
at our socials and events. You know, one picture is worth a thousand
words and I’m glad my buddy Via was at the Taco Fiesta with her
digital camera. She took some
great photos. The masthead is
the group picture from the social
and Kathy’s review and the rest
of Via’s photos are all over this
issue. I love the frame that John
Bailey brought to the event.
Remember, if you have photos
that you want to share, please
send them to me by email. I can
also scan photos, if you don’t
have a digital camera.

“Fairy Tales can come true... It can happen to you... if
you’re young at heart.”
One of my favorite cachet designs is DGX #82 Snow
White, using the single Snow White stamp issue from the set
(20) for the 1930 Celebrate the Centures series of stamps. There
were several challenges–mainly, having to purchase the full pane
of 20 stamps to use only one stamp (Snow White) for each
cover. That necessitated a purchase of 200 panes of 20 (4,000
stamps) in order to optain 200 Snow White stamps. Many
commemorative stamps are used for my mailings, but 4,000
stamps are just too many! Some of the surplus was distributed to
other cachetmakers, which alleviated the overstock.
I couldn’t resist the challenge of creating this design–
with so many characters and objects, along with the stamp and
pictorial postmark to tell my story.
I started by doing separate drawings for each segment
of the cachet design – 12 in all:
1. An overview of the forest. Note the deeper shades on the left
progressing to the brighter hues on the right.
2. The step-mother -- the evil Queen, with her dark cape, who
wanted to be “the fairest in the land.” 3-9. The seven dwarfs,
each with distinctive facial expressions, form a semicircle around
the Snow White postage stamp. The postmark appears on the
bottom of the stamp, becoming part of the cachet design. 10-11.
The Prince and Snow White live “happily ever-after” in 12. the
castle in the background.
The twelve drawings are strategically arranged on a
master sheet (3-5/8”x6-1/2”). The art work is then hand-painted
in watercolors. Like every fairy tale, there is good and evil. The
evil Queen is off to one side, while the seven dwarfs circle the
Snow White stamp in the center of the design. On the right side,
the Prince, rescues his fair maiden, Snow White, while in the far
distance, the castle can be seen. The forest greenery and sunshine
background combines to tie all together, and so the overall
balance of charecters and colors spin a visule story from beginning to end – a Fairy Tale known to young and old, all on a #6
size envelope!
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Cecil May (late 70’s), Beverly Lake Hoffman (early 80’s), Screen
Art by Marvin Frey (66-68), an unknown group I call the Franciscan
Clerics (’56-’59) Fieldstone (late 40’s), Len Piszkiewicz (80’s) and
Chris Moser (70’s).
I also collect: lighthouses, MacArthur Post Office, cachets
by Knapp (printed), Fulton, Dave Bennett, Bevel, Mystic, Delco
Max cards, Overseas Mailers and Dube. Scott # 968 chicken, 980
Joel Chandler Harris, 996 Indiana Territory, 1025 Trucking, 1308
Indiana Statehood, 2419 Moonlanding, U554 Moby Dick, C24 Trans
Atlantic, C54 Lafayette Balloon, U554 Moby Dick, UXC1 4¢ Postal
Card and 7-1-71’s from Indiana.

My Cover Collecting
By Mark Goodson
I really love color, variety, artistry, and creativity which is
why I love First Cachets, ACE Covers, Fluegels and silk-screened
cachets.
I have been collecting First cachets 25 years. They are a
challenge to pursue and both a challenge and a joy to study. In 1sts
I find the broadest essence of the creative energy and artistry in the
hobby. As I learn about cachet making, servicing, marketing (in the
broadest sense of the term); I am learning about the cachet makers.
Next time you see a cachet you like, ask yourself: who produced it?
Why did they produce it, for profit? To satisfy a creative urge? Was
it expensive (money or time) to produce and/or service? Most
importantly, what attracted you to the cover? Was it something the
maker gave it such as great artwork, an especially creative design,
exceptional execution? Or was it something you brought to the
cover, say an interest in the topic or issue? These are examples of
the kinds of questions I have learned to ask as I study 1st cachets.
This perspective has significantly broadened my perspective and
deepened my love for the hobby.
ACE, which stands for Art Cover Exchange, is another area
that meets all four of the criteria I note above. ACE was a group of
pen pals that required that members illustrate the envelopes they
sent to one another. The group was started by Len Turley of
Louisville, KY in 1934 and lasted into the mid 40’s. Some 400+
people participated in ACE. They came from all walks of life but
one group stands out – the folks that were confined to TB sanitariums.
First Day covers were a small percentage of the covers
done by ACE’rs. They did covers for birthdays and holidays, events,
patriotism, topics (often related to the cancel) and ships/naval events.
Their skill levels ranged from professional/commercial artist all the
way down to childlike. Their media was just as broad-oil paints,
watercolors, pen and ink to crayon and most everything in between.
Occasionally I find letters and/or photos in the covers that offer
fascinating insight into the period.
To me, Herman “Cap” Fluegel is the father of color in First
Day Collecting. His cachets with artwork by the likes of Ludwig
Staehle, N.F.Nielsen and Paul Hubartt pioneered the commercial
production of full color cachets. He began with a series of full
color WWII patriotic covers then moved to First Day covers
beginning with the 3¢ FDR issue in 1945 and ending with the 30¢
Dewey issue in 1968. Both series remain popular.
Silk-screened cachets are a personal favorite. I am a great
admirer of the artistry and craftsmanship that goes into creating these
cachets. A screen must be cut for each color used then each screen
must be printed separately and dried before the next can be applied.
Each printing must also be properly aligned to create the
final print. The procedure is tedious and time-consuming. The end
products are, at least to me, bold, crisp, brightly colored & beautiful.
Ira Bennet is the most prolific silk-screener and thus the best known.
Most of his cachets, both events and first days, were done in late
1947 and 1948 followed by an annual Ground Hog Day cover up
into the late 50’s. Silk-screen cachets do not last presumably because
they are so tedious and labor intensive. A few worth noting are

We Need Your Articles & Photos
If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we need your
input. Please share your experience(s), your
knowledge, your stories, your interests, and your
opinions by writing an original article for the next
issue of Ries’ Pieces. We are also happy to print
photos with captions, if you don’t want to write an
article. We welcome all submissions.
Suggestions for articles:
Your Ugliest Cover(s)
Your Cover Making Process
Cover Mistakes That Got By
First Day Ceremony Reports
Postal Employee Horror Stories
How You Started Making Covers
Web Site Tips & Recommendations
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters
Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better
Next issue of Ries’ Pieces is June 1, 2006
Deadline to submit articles is May 1, 2006
Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information
and specifications for submitting articles.

Circulation Report
Paid Members for 2006
Pending Renewals
Lifetime Members
Honorary
Webmaster
Resigned
3

33
1
3
1
1
1

DESIGNER CACHETS
by
Robert S. Lewin

After collecting stamps for half a century, I had reached a
point where the empty holes in my collection were beyond my
means without a new mortgage on the house. And I was
looking for a new collecting challenge. Fortune placed a used
copy of Professor Earl Planty’s Photo Encyclopedia of First
Day Covers, in my hands and my collecting life has not been
the same since then. Like many other stamp collectors, I had
dabbled with a subscription to Artcraft covers in the 50’s and
60’s, but basically found covers boring.
Professor Planty opened my eyes to the very diverse and
rich world of cacheted first day covers, and I was hooked.
But, what to collect? I started with those cachets that Planty
designated as either his “Best Classic Cachets” or, for the
“neo-classic” period 1934-1939, “Best of Issue.” (If any chapter
members would like a list of these, I will be glad to provide for
a SAE.) I then expanded to first cachets, trying to find at least
one “first” for each issue. While collecting these I came across
the cover shown in Figure 1, a FDC for the Texas issue, Scott
#938/M11. What caught my attention, was the comment
“Buchanan (Buck) Winn, Jr. Designer of the Texas stamp
and Cachet.”
Now, that seemed promising – a cachet designed by the
same person who designed the stamp! Surely there would
be more and this could be an exciting specialty. That was 12
years ago, and despite diligent search I have found only two
more designer cachets.
Figure 2 shows Scott #979/M19 for the American Turners
centennial. Both the stamp and cachet were designed by
Alvin R. Meissner, who was with the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing for 20 years, during which he designed over 60 US
stamps in addition to revenue stamps, war bonds and paper
money. Although he retired in 1945 as the Chief Designer,
the Turners drafted him to design the stamp and a cachet,
which is signed by him.
Figure 3 shows Scott #1240/M39, the 1963 Christmas
stamp designed by Lily Spandorf. She also designed the
beautiful cachet, and was obviously proud of her
accomplishment; the back of the cover, shown in Figure 4,
boldly proclaims that she is also the designer of the stamp.
It seems such a natural combination for the stamp designer
to promote his work by designing a cachet for the first day of
issue, that one would think there would be far more designer
cachets. Perhaps there are more waiting to be discovered,
and perhaps some of you know of other designer cachets
and will share your knowledge with me. (LewinLaw@aol.com)
What about all of those “unknowns” listed in Planty and
Mellone? How come the duck stamp artists haven’t done a
cachet? Why hasn’t a creative producer done an entire
designer series? Maybe we need to get Dave Bennett to
design a stamp – I’ll bet that he’ll do a cachet also!
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with all of the different types of owls.
I made my first cachet for the Pacific 97 show in San Francisco
which I attended. It had been 50 years since my first stamp show,
the 1947 International in New York. My cachets were merely pictures
of me with many different stamps that related to my life. I started
making real cachets the following year after joining the Ries chapter.
Naturally I concentrated on baseball material and also focused on
stamps issued at First Day ceremonies that I could attend. They of
course are mostly entertainment related. I typically make 10 or less
cachets for an event unless I happen to get really inspired. The cachets
are usually pictures of the subject. The cachets are marked G.Rost
Cachet. I really don’t make an effort to sell them but sometimes it
just happens. The real fun is in trading with other members of the
club.

George Rost’s collecting interests
My collecting interests are varied. I collect stamps and cachets
and also make some cachets.
When I started collecting stamps as an eight year old, I
collected stamps from everywhere I could find. After awhile, I
started concentrating on the U.S., because they were easy to get. I
also focused on Germany, because my parents were from Germany
and my father would help me with my collection. When I was in
New York City in 1953, I visited the UN building and purchased
the first 11 stamps they issued. I have been collecting them ever
since. About 15 years ago I decided to collect something more exotic,
so I started collecting Micronesia which had a US connection. Those
are the countries I collect.
I have a number of topical stamp collecting interests. Since
baseball is my favorite sport, I started collecting all baseball related
stamps in 1990. I have most of the ones issued in the world, probably
over 800. That led me to collecting baseball material related to
baseball in the Olympics – starting with the 1904 Olympics in St.
Louis. Of course that led to collecting stamps and related material,
including cachets for all summer Olympic host countries. Expanding
once again, I am collecting world wide material for the 1984
Olympics held in LA.
In another direction I collect Christmas stamps and cachets,
because the subject is so varied and interesting. I love the various
ways that countries depict the holy family and Madonna and child.
As interesting are the attempts to be different in secular stamps
with Santas, ornaments, stars and many other creative characters.
Related to this is my 1936 Christmas Seal collection, which includes
the U.S. national seal stamps as well as local issues and issues from
almost all other countries that released them in that year.
My wife and I both really like owls. We have an extensive
collection of owl statues from around the world. Naturally I started
collecting owl stamps. I hope someday to put an exhibit together

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Have you lost or misplaced any of our “Mendoza
Produced” issues? Well, not to worry. We have some
available for sale to members to benefit the treasury,
starting with Issue #103 February 1, 2000.
If you would like any back issues, they are $2.00 each
plus one first class stamp per copy. Please make your
checks out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and mail your
requests to our Membership Secretary Kathy Clements.
You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on LINKS
then ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries Chapter #48.
From there you can download the on-line issues from
February 05, April 05, June 05 and August 05 in Adobe
Reader.

WRITE YOUR OWN ADVERTISING

Welcome New Members

To all those members who make covers and want to sell
them, here is your opportunity for free advertising.
Compose your ad. Include a picture of one of your latest
covers, if you like. Send it off to Mike Mendoza in time
for the June 1, 2006 newsletter.

We are very happy to report that we recruited
a new member at the Hattie McDaniel First
Day Ceremony. His name is John Bailey of
Camarillo. We are very happy to have you in
our group. Hope to see you at our meetings
and events.

CLUB FUND RAISING
We need your handmade limited edition covers!
We can also use any donations of extra philatelic stuff
you might have around the house that you don’t really
want any more. Please send your donations to our
web master so he can put them up for auction on eBay.
Send your covers to Rick Range at 4 Del Brienza
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532. His number is (961)674-1999.
His new email address sales@thepostmark.com.
5

AMERICANA ISSUE Part 4
By
John Pollock
The seventh Americana stamp design to be issued was the
7.7c Saxhorns, a bulk rate coil for third class mail as shown
in Figure 1. It displays a first day of issue cover released at
New York, New York on November 20, 1976 and first day
covers produced for that event were 285,290. The stamp on
the cover was made to replace the 7.9c Drum bulk rate and
came about when postal authorities lowered the rate for this
service by 2 cents. The stamp designer is Susan Robb.
Although the main reason for this stamp was for precancels,
it was made available unprecancelled for philatelic purposes
which Figure 1 is a prime example. In this case two 7.7c
stamps were required to meet at least the current First Class
Mail rate which at that time was 13c. The 7.7c stamps
continued in production until July 13, 1978 when the rate was
increased to 8.4c. The pair of stamps as shown depicting
three saxhorns with the quotation, “Marching in step to the
music of the union,” is colored brown on a yellow background
with perforation gauge 10 vertical and listed in Scott’s
catalogue as 1614. A saxhorn, also known as a sax-cornet,
is a brass musical instrument resembling in part like a trumpet,
invented in the first half of the 1800’s by a Belgian family
headed by Charles Joseph Sax. The saxhorns shown on the
stamps are part of a collection of musical instruments
exhibited at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C.
As a matter of general interest, a variety of this stamp, Scott
1614b, an imperforate coil line pair, Bureau precancel was
recently advertised in Linn’s Stamp News as having a catalog

value of $4,400, it was noted also in that advert that only two
pairs are known to exist. The cachet shows a one color
rendering of a militia parade on review, marching in step to the
music, the quotation on the cachet is a repeat of what’s on the
stamp.
The eighth Americana stamp design to be issued was the 10c
Contemplation of Justice coil as shown in Figure 2. It displays
a first day of issue cover released at Tampa, Florida on
November 4, 1977. First day covers produced for that event
were 184,954. The stamps on the cover depicting a detail of
the upper portion of the statue “contemplation of justice” with
quotation, “People’s right to petition for redress,” is colored
violet on a gray background, with perforation gauge 10 vertical
and listed in Scott’s catalogue as 1617. The designer of the
stamp is Walter Brooks. Brooks has been involved in design
of other U.S. stamps including the 8c San Juan Puerto Rico,
the 13c Old Post Office Postal Card, the 15c American
Architecture Issues and some Transportation Issues. The
cachet shows the entrance to the Supreme Court and off to
the side is the statue which was designed by sculptor James
Earle Fraser. Fraser was born in Winona Minnesota, in 1876,
and died in 1953. He created some famous works including
the Indian statue called “The end of the trail” and the bust of
Teddy Roosevelt. He also designed the Buffalo nickel. A larger
scale of the statue is shown within a balloon emulating the
design of the stamp; the people’s right quotation proclaimed
on the stamp is also applied to the cachet.
Another variety of the stamp is shown in Figure 3, and this
stamp was issued at New York, New York on November 17,
1977, has perforation gauge 11 * 10 _ and listed as Sc. 1592.
First day covers produced for that event were 359,050, a
considerable amount more than Sc.1617. In addition to the
10c stamp, a 3c Francis Parkman stamp is added for make-up
as the current first class letter required at that time was 13c.
The cachet shows a judicial official at a table processing
paperwork for a petition.
Continued on page 7

WRITE YOUR OWN
BIOGRAPHY
To all those members who have not had a bio printed in
the newsletter, you are hereby invited to write your own
and include a snapshot if you like. It can be as long and
as detailed as you like.
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Continued from page 6 (AMERICANA ISSUE Part 4)

Because the Contemplation of Justice stamps and
covers deal with justice and people’s rights and the fact that
a lot of publicity has been generated recently by political
rhetoric, and coupled by the circus whipped-up by the
mainstream media, this may be a good time to mention a few
facts about the Supreme Court for refresher purposes only.
The court was created in September 24, 1789 and it was up
and running on February 2, 1790. Today members of the
Supreme Court consist of the chief justice and eight associate
justices. The present personnel are: Chief justice, John
Roberts, (who was just recently appointed,) associate justices,
John Paul Stevens, Samuel Alito, Antonin Scalia, Anthony
Kennedy, David Souter, Clarence Thomas, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, and Stephen Breyer. The court operates from the
first Monday in October until the first Monday in October the
following year, called a term, but which often ends in June for
a summer siesta for the justices. Approximately 8,000 petitions
are reviewed each term. The court building is located on One
First Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20543. The public can visit
the building from 9 AM to 4.30PM, Monday-Friday except for
Federal legal holidays. The library is only available to members
of congress, and for the court and government attorneys.
Inscribed on the face of the building in bold letters is “Equal
Justice Under Law.”

Cachets By Clements
Red Dog Covers
Hollywoodland Local Post
Kathy Clements
3976 Olmsted Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626

First Days & Events Since 1986
Entertainment Is My Specialty
Combo Covers Are My Passion
Marian Anderson, Ronald Reagan
E Y “Yip” Harburg, Henry Fonda
Art of Disney-Celebrations
American Advances In Aviation
Presidential Libraries, Sporty Cars of the 50’s
Arthur Ashe, Let’s Dance Bailemos
Greta Garbo, Jim Hensen & Muppets
Constellations, Christmas Cookies
Hattie McDaniel, Crops of Americas
Sugar Ray Robinson, Art of Disney-Romance
Judy Garland, Happy Birthday
DC Comics Super Heroes, Baseball Sluggers
American Motorcycles, Holiday Snowflakes

References: Linn’s Stamp News.
Scott Catalogue.
World Book Encyclopedia.

We Need Your Photos
Since we are doing our newsletter on-line, we can
have one of great proportions. There are no space
limitations as to the newsletter length. So, please
send us your candid photos, with captions, from
First Day Ceremonies and other club events. You
don’t need to write a story to go with them, if you
don’t want to. Please email us copies of your
most recent First Day Covers too. Share them
with club members and get some free publicity.
Maybe you will make a sale or two. We welcome
all submissions.

FDOI & Lots of Local Un-officials
Email Me at curfmeistr@aol.com

“What’s Doin”
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April 21

Epcot Center
Walt Disney World
Lake Buena Vista, FL
Art of Disney: Romance
First Day of Issue Ceremony

May 27June 3

Washington 2006
International Stamp Exposition

June 10

Judy Garland FDOI
New York, NY

July 16

NOON
Summer Picnic and Barbecue
Pasadena home of Frederick Langford

SPRING POT LUCK SOCIAL
MEXICAN FIESTA
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA
If you didn’t attend our social on March 26th, you missed
another great event. Shirley Ulling and her partner Bee Meers
graciously lent their home again for the 7th Annual Mexican Fiesta.
Joining us at the party were 5 year old Cherry and one year old
Marisa the family dogs, Persie and Domatilla, turtles ages 30 and 12
respectively and Snuggle, a 11/2 year old teddy bear hamster.
Once again, members, spouses and friends gathered on a
glorious March Southern California day to celebrate first day covers
and eating! The buffet was set up in the playroom. The main dish
was home made enchiladas provided by our hostesses. The buffet
consisted of the usual staples of sodas and ice tea, lots of black olives
(a club favorite), chips and salsa and guacamole and refried beans.
We also had a marvelous chicken dish prepared by Michael Litvak;
a very rich chicken casserole prepared by Diana Rost and Bonnie
made a great turkey casserole. We also had fruit salad, banana cream
pie and ice cream and three different kinds of homemade brownies.
After the meal we had a meeting that basically was a writing
assignment proctored by retired teacher Litvak. He had instructed
members to bring two covers, one that made them happy and one
that made them sad. The fruits of members’ labors will be in future
Ries Chapter Newsletters. We had our usual cover drawing with
lettered cover lovelies donated by attendees. We must also thank
our resident cartoonist Dave Bennett for the wonderful event covers
he makes for all of our socials. One is pictured for your enjoyment.
I bet you didn’t know that Shirley used to ride a motorcycle.
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The only time I had seen "Gone With The Wind" I was
about eight years old. So recently I had rented the film on CD
and saw it again. Ann Rutherford was right. Hattie was a scenestealer. Who can forget her double-take from the back of the
buckboard when Scarlet (Vivien Leigh) puts her hands in Mr.
BYVIA
Kennedy's pockets? I really enjoyed seeing it as an adult.) Other
GWTW cast members who attended the stamp ceremony were
I always look forward to going to First Day Cover ceremonies but
Cammie King Colin (who played Bonnie Blue Butler), Patrick
I am especially excited when the stamp being issued falls into one of
Curtis and Mickey Kuhn (who both played Beau Wilkes at
my collecting topics. Since I have been collecting Black History stamps,
different ages). They were all too young when GWTW was
programs and FDCs for more than 25 years, it was a great pleasure to
made to have many specific memories of Hattie..
attend the First Day Ceremony for the Hattie McDaniel stamp.
The Hattie McDaniel stamp, 29th in the Black Heritage series,
was issued on January 25, 2006, in Beverly Hills, CA. The ceremony
took place in the Margaret Herrick Library of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, which is regarded as one of the world's
preeminent research and reference facilities for the study of all aspects
of motion pictures, as an art form and an industry. The Hattie McDaniel
Collection housed in the library includes photographs of Hattie and other
family members, as well as scripts and other documents. There are also
a large number of recordings from her radio program “Beulah”.
I arrived with friends and members of the Claude C. Ries Chapter
of the American First Day Cover Society. The front entrance of the library
was lined with tables manned by postal employees selling stamps and
other postal items, and canceling envelopes. We didn't have to wait for
our programs as they handed them out as we entered. Just inside the
Library's arched entrance was a wonderful display of Hattie Mc Daniel
photos from her movies and television series and as a radio star. Some
photos from her private collection showed her family and friends in her
home.
The First Day Ceremony took place under a huge clear vinyl tent
located on the side of the library. It was filled to overflow
. In the front
of tent there was an elevated stage and a large replica of the still unveiled
stamp.
One highlight of the ceremony was Linda Hopkins, jazz and blues
legend. Rising from the front row seating, she used a crystal cane as
she was helped up the stairs to the podium. She was beautifully dressed
in a long black skirt, with a black and silver sequined blouse. She told
the story of how, when she was in Los Angeles, it was Hattie who helped
her, often Hattie was known to take in many young people, actors and
writers into her home. Linda Hopkins is now in her eighties.
Behind
the stage, someone started to play a piano and she began to sing “St.
Louis Woman.” Her voice was incredibly strong and clear
. Everyone
started to clap in rhythm to the song, and my right foot was tapping up
and down. She followed that song with an encore. Great moment!
Than Hattie's grandniece, Kim Goff-Crews (who is Dean of
Students at Wellesley College in Massachusetts), spoke from the heart
about her great aunt and their family. At this point about 25 other family
members, including Hattie' brother in a wheelchair, made their way onto
the stage.
Next came surviving cast members of “Gone With The Wind”,
the 1939 film for which Hattie won her Best Supporting Actress
Oscar. The keynote speaker was actress Ann Rutherford, who played
heroin Scarlet O'Hara's youngest sister in the film. She spoke about
Hattie and her role as Mammy to the O'Hara girls and described some
moments behind the scenes, especially Hattie's talents as a scene stealer.

HATTIE MC DANIEL - SCENE
STEALER
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My Happy and Sad Covers

Getting Bipolar with the
Nineteenth President
By Dave Bennett
Rutherford B. Hayes has been a collecting specialty of
mine for many years----largely because we share a birth date,
a home state, and because I attended college in the town
where he was born.
Any Hayes cover with an October 4 postmark from
Delaware, Ohio is enough to make me smile---and especially
if it’s franked with an 11¢ Hayes stamp as in Fig. 1.
The Fig. 2 cover, on the other hand, is a bit sadder.
Though postmarked in Hayes’ later hometown of Fremont,
Ohio, it was cancelled on the anniversary of his death, and
unfortunately with an unrelated stamp.
But what makes me most sad about the cover is that it
reminds me that I let the centenary of his death pass in 1993
without making a cover of my own to commemorate the event!
I realized it had passed me by about a week later.

By John Bailey
I designed my two FDCs as tests for future development.
My happy cover includes a cachet from the first lobby poster
(stone litho) from the 1940s movie, “Oklahoma”. This was
the first movie poster to give Hattie McDaniels credit for her
career. Her mate in the poster did not get any poster credits
that I am aware of.
My other cover is sad, because of the bullseye cancellation.
When I learned that I was able to cancel my own covers, the
postal clerk handed me both canceling devices---one pictorial
FDOI and one bullseye. I used both of them on each cover,
not realizing that I used the bullseye without a stamp. . . and I
did this on about 100 of my covers!

CEREMONY INVITATIONS
Ries Chapter members interested in attending local First Day
Ceremonies should contact Membership Secretary Kathy Clements no
later than six weeks before a ceremony you would like to attend. This
way your name can be given to the USPS so you will receive an invitation
in a timely manner. The invitation list will be updated for each event.
If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second day or otherwise in
our local Southern California area, kindly contact Kathy as soon as you
know so others can make arrangements to participate if they want. If you
have computer access, email the information to the membership at large.
Special thanks goes out to Nancy Ross who is the USPS Lead
Events Specialist in Washington, DC. She has been very helpful in seeing
that we get invitations to ceremonies in Southern California. She has
also seen to it that the “red double-ringed round dater” is at the actual
ceremony for our convenience.
If you are interested in attending ceremonies out of the area, please
contact Nancy Ross directly at (202)268-3251 or nancy.b.ross@usps.gov.
Just tell her you are a Ries member and she will assist you.

Candle-labra”
May 4
May 28
May 30
June 11
June 21

Louis Bushnell
Kathy Clements
Mark Goodson
Rick Whyte
Bob Lewin
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Specifications for Newsletter
Articles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
6.

Article must be typed as a Word document, MAC or PC the latest
version possible.
Article width - 3 5/8” or 7 1/2”.
Type style Courier, Arial, Times, or Helvetica.
Type size 10 point.
No rules or boxes.
Please spell check and proof read your article for correct grammar &
punctuation.
Send article on a disk, PC or MAC and a hard copy print out.

I use a MAC and PageMaker 6.5 program for publishing the newsletter. If you have
photos or illustrations, please send me the originals and I will scan and return your
original or save as a jpeg, or pdf file and e-mail as attachment.
Newsletter publishing schedule:
June 1, 2006
August 1, 2006
October 1, 2006
Mail articles to:
Phone:
e-mail:

article deadline May 1, 2006
article deadline July 1, 2006
article deadline Sept. 1, 2006

Mike Mendoza • 16534 Farmington St. • Hesperia, CA 92345
760-948-7158
mike.b.mendoza@usa.net

Where Are Your Covers?
Cover Donations For
Our Meetings

WEB SIGHTINGS
Ries Chapter offerings can be found on
eBay under Search By Seller-rieschapter.
You can also visit our website at http://
www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks to
Rick for designing the site. If anyone has any
suggestions for additions to the site, you can
contact Rick at sales@thepostmark.com. Also
the National AFDCS website, www.afdcs.org
has a link to our website.

Our club tries to have a drawing at every
meeting and get-together. It seems, however,
that the same few people donate all the time
and others have never contributed. Think
about it. We must all be givers, if we are to be
takers.
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“FIRST CLASS”
16534 Farmington St.
Hesperia, CA 92345
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