5-Cent GEMINI 4 Stamps
By John Pollock
This is a preamble to the following short article. In 1965, as part of the Space Race with Russia,
aerospace companies in the country operated at full capacity in an effort to put a man on the
moon. Such was the case in Southern California. As a design engineer at that time, I lived in
Fountain Valley, after moving from Los Angeles in that same year because of racial eruptions.
My involvement in the Space Race is that I was one of the engineers for a National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) project at Seal Beach Naval Weapons Station. The project
consisted of several buildings designed and constructed for the assembly, as well as systems
testing of the second stage rocket S-II for the Apollo 11 Saturn V moon rocket. The second stage
was designed and fabricated by North American Aviation Company in nearby Downey. When
Commander Neil A. Armstrong and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr. of the Apollo 11
mission landed on the moon on July 20, 1969, the United States achieved the goal of winning
the race. After landing on the moon, a statistician estimated that this achievement was
supported by the efforts of about half a million Americans involved.
On the heels of the successful NASA Mercury flights to space, the Gemini Program was the next
intermediate step, and was recognized as a bridge to the Apollo missions. In other words, it was
a training ground for the lunar landing. Specifically, Gemini 4’s objective was to increase the
time in space to days rather than hours, because of the need to execute a booster rendezvous,
extra vehicular activity (EVA) to include maneuvers outside of the space craft, plus a multitude
of scientific experiments.
In June 3, 1965, the United States manned space flight of NASA’s Gemini 4, crewed by James
McDivitt as the commander and Edward Higgins White II as pilot, was quite a success. White’s
EVA established the first spacewalk by an American astronaut enabling America to put a lot of
pressure on Russia. Just a few months earlier, the Russian cosmonaut, Aleksei A. Leonov, had
achieved that goal. In White’s walk with an umbilical cord tethered to the space craft, he
remained in space for 21 minutes. During that time, he experimented with some of the flight
objectives. McDivitt remained in the capsule carefully supervising the whole operation, and, at
the same time, keeping in contact with the space center at Houston, Texas. The flight proved to
be a major advancement in the Space Program, and a huge step forward in that goal to put a
man on the moon.
To honor the achievement of Gemini 4, the post office issued two 5-cent stamps, Space
Accomplishment (Scott 1331a), a se-tenant pair consisting of Scott 1331-Space walking
astronaut, and Scott 1332-Gemini 4 capsule. The first day of issue was on September 29, 1967

at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The stamps were printed by the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing from a Paul Calle design after he had studied photographs of the Gemini 4’s
mission. In her article, ‘A Journey into Space’ in the July/August 1974 First Days, Monte
Eiserman mentioned that “these space walking astronaut and capsule were an immediate hit
with collectors. “ and “this was the first time that ‘twin’ stamps had ever been issued by this
country”. Because of the popularity of the stamps, approximately 667,267 first day covers were
cancelled that day. Many other philatelic societies, stamp clubs, companies, and closet
collectors took advantage of this popularity, some by preparing other event covers in addition
to first days and regular mail postage. Some of these, as well as some FDCs, are shown below.

Figure I shows an Aristocrat First Day Cover with the 5-cent Gemini 4 capsule (Scott 1332). The
cachet depicts the final leg of the actual landing on the moon, and honors the space program.
The small print in the cachet reads: “Apollo astronauts will race to the moon in a command
module twice the size of Gemini’s capsule. Two of the three men aboard will descend to the
moon’s surface in the Lunar Excursion Module (LEM).” The cachet artist is Day Lowry.

Figure 2 shows a Cover Craft Cachets First Day Cover saluting the project Gemini 4 space
walking astronaut and the Gemini 4 space capsule. The cover is franked with the two 5-cent
stamps (Scott 1331a).

Figure 3 illustrates a First Day Cover produced by ArtCraft. The cachet is a typical gravure
engraved which depicts a space walking astronaut and a rocket lift-off saluting NASA’s United
States space achievement. The cover is franked with a block consisting of two pairs of the

stamps (Scott 1331a). Note that the cachet also shows a moon landing craft, which would be
used for the actual landing on the moon in the near future.

Figure 4 illustrates a naval cover dated Oct 27, 1967 commemorating the keel laying
ceremony of the United States nuclear submarine USS Pintado (SSN 672), and franked by the
5-cent Gemini 4 stamp (Scott 1332).

Figure 5 shows the 5-cent Gemini 4 stamp (Scott 1332) utilized for sailor mail from CDR
B.G.Balderston, USN prospective commanding officer of the nuclear submarine USS Tautog
(SSN 639).

Figure 6 depicts the 5-cent Gemini 4 space walk stamp (Scott 1331) for franking this cover
dated August 29, 1968. The cover acknowledges the test firing of a Polaris A-3 missile from
the nuclear submarine USS Daniel Webster (SSBN 626) per writing on the reverse side of the
cover (not shown).
White was born in Texas, and graduated from West Point in 1952. He continued his education
by mastering a degree in Aeronautical Engineering at the University of Michigan before starting
his training to be an astronaut in September 1962. He had been selected in NASA’s second
group of nine astronauts that included McDivitt, and Neil Armstrong. Unfortunately, on January
27, 1967, he perished with fellow astronauts Gus Grissom and Roger Chaffee, the launch crew
of Apollo I, when fire erupted inside the cockpit on the launch pad at Cape Kennedy. Gus
Grissom will be remembered as the second American astronaut that was launched into space
on board the Mercury-Redstone on July 21, 1961. He also became the first person to fly into
space three times. McDivitt was born in Illinois and earned an engineering degree at the
University of Michigan. Later, he became a pilot test officer at Edwards Air Force Base in
California. Much later, he would command the successful Apollo 9 mission.
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