
8-CENT GODDARD STAMP 
Father of Rocketry 

By John Pollock 
 
On October 5, 1964, the Post Office Department (POD) released the 8-cent airmail stamp (Scott C69) to honor 
Dr. Robert Hutchings Goddard, a physicist who pioneered rocketry and space exploration from its earliest 
beginning with research and engineering design. In 1926, he launched his first liquid-propellant rocket. Later, 
he became known as the “Father of Rocketry”, the first space world pioneer. The first day of issue ceremony 
for the stamp took place at Roswell, New Mexico, where Goddard conducted many of his early experiments in 
rocket science. 

 
Figure 1 illustrates the stamp which shows a portrait of Dr. Goddard, an Atlas rocket with a Mercury capsule 
blasting off from Cape Kennedy. The stamp was designed by Robert J. Jones of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing. 
 
Goddard was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, on October 5, 1882, and was brought up in that area through 
his formal early education. In 1899, at age 17, he started seriously thinking and dreaming of rockets that 
would venture into space and explore the upper reaches of the atmosphere. Apparently, he got the inspiration 
on the subject when he read the science fictions written by H.G.Wells and Jules Verne. To move forward with 
his ambition he realized financial help was necessary for the research. His application to the Smithsonian 
Institute for grants was quite successful, and the Institute, in addition would encourage and support him for 
the rest of his life. In 1911, Goddard earned a PH.D in physics from Clark University, and three years later 
became a member of the faculty as a Professor.  
 
Until 1926, Goddard’s early designs in his research were based on powder rockets, and then he changed to the 
use of liquid fuel. With this fuel change, he moved forward rapidly with his experiments. In 1929, after making 
a friendship with aviator Charles Lindbergh, who also gave support to his endeavors, Lindbergh introduced 
him to the wealthy Guggenheims. Guggenheim’s foundation would provide Lindbergh funds to help him set up 
a research facility in Roswell, New Mexico, that was quite impressive with its proving ground, launching and 
observation towers, a research lab, and a machine shop. His first major success took place at Roswell in 1935, 
when his rocket soared to 7,500 feet. In WW II, Goddard departed New Mexico to join the navy where he 
worked on a navy rocket project in Annapolis, experimenting with jet assist take-off. Goddard died on August 
10, 1945 at age 62, in Baltimore, Maryland. It is interesting to note that information in many of Goddard’s 
rocket science patents helped the Germans with their development of the V-2 rockets that rained down on 
London during the latter part of WW II.      
 
The first day ceremony had many distinguished guests including the Governor of New Mexico, members of 
Congress, and also, more importantly in my view, two astronauts from the United States Navy, Alan Shepard 
and Eugene Cernan. Shepard is remembered as being the first American to rocket into space on the 
Mercury/Redstone assembly in May 1961. Later, in 1971, he would command Apollo 14, and become the fifth 
person to walk on the moon. Cernan, for his part, in May 1969, would be the lunar module pilot of Apollo 10. 



And, in December 1972, he commanded Apollo 17 establishing him as the last man to walk on the moon. 
Certainly for the astronaut’s achievements, a great amount of credit has to be given to Goddard for his 
extensive exploratory work in space science and getting man on the moon. The highpoint of the ceremony was 
the launching of a couple of rockets that contained 1,000 First Day Covers in their capsules, which were 
retrieved after parachuting to the ground. Who knows where those ended up? 
 
According to the “Michael A. Mellone 2007 U.S. First Day Cover Catalogue and Checklist”, 421,020 covers were 
processed for the stamp. 

 
Figure 2 illustrates a First Day Cover produced by ArtCraft. The gravure engraved cachet depicts a framed 
portrait of Goddard with a rocket in the background and a notation “Dr. Goddard checking rocket”, and a 
launching platform presumably in the desert at Roswell. The cachet designed by the artist, Albert Nelson, 
has ArtCraft’s typical tinting in the background of the design.  
 
ArtCraft is known worldwide as a producer of first day covers with a long history, covering over seventy-five 
years starting with cachets in 1939. The first one was for the New York world’s fair issue. Two brothers, Leo 
and Sam August, established the company in 1933, which became the largest producer of first day covers in 
the world. Their high quality cachets were designed by hired professional artists. Sadly, this long run has come 
to an end, as they just recently announced that they will no longer produce them. In other words, hanging up 
their famous logo, the “artist’s palette and brushes”. Surprisingly this announcement came shortly after they 
were named the “Cachetmaker of the Century”. 



 
Figure 3 displays a Chickering/Jackson cover with a printed cachet. The cachet illustrates a rocket in space 
that just circumnavigated the earth, juxtaposed to the rocket is a human symbolically reaching out to the 
stars. Notations on the cachet are: American Physicist 1882-1945, Dr. Robert H. Goddard, and pioneer in 
rocket research. 
 
Gladys Jackson was a cachet artist, as well as a sponsor and servicer for dealers and cachetmakers from the 
late 1940s into the 1950s. Not much is known about her during that early period. In 1962 and 1963, she 
created a line of first day covers called Glory. However, in 1963, her real effort bloomed, and her covers 
became more noticeable when she met Charles R. Chickering. That bond produced Chickering-Jackson covers 
from 1963 to 1970, with Chickering being the dominant design artist. The cachet shown in figure 3 is 
recognized as one of Chickering’s best. Prior to meeting Jackson, he had retired in 1962 from his job with the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. During his work there, he designed over sixty U.S. stamps, and when he left 
the Bureau was recognized as the “Dean of American Stamp Designer”.       

 



Figure 4 illustrates a cover with two stamps, a Goddard one, and a Celebrate Forever. The cover is posted at 
Walpex Station, Lexington, Massachusetts 02421, on October 18, 2014. The cachet details have all the 
accoutrements of Goddard’s pioneering days. Particularly interesting is the image of Goddard standing 
beside one of his earliest launchers, which is displayed at the Roswell Museum and Art Center. While 
observing this mechanical contraption with the spindly legs, one visitor quipped, “Looks as though it would 
be hard pressed to launch a shuttlecock”. Because of the 2014 date on the cover, I believe it was produced 
possibly for a special event at a stamp show to celebrate an anniversary of Goddard’s dream to build a 
machine to reach Mars. At that time, he was only 17 years old. 
 
Figure 4 cover is a product from Therome Cachets, a family run business located in West Hempstead, New 
York. In recent years, Therome Cachets has won a number of awards as a cachetmaker, and the owner Tom 
Peluso must get the credit. He is well known as a member of several philatelic organizations including AFDCS 
and Ries Chapter # 48 of the AFDCS. Besides producing first day covers, Peluso also produces a nice selection 
of space event covers 
 
The covers shown in figure 5 and 6 are what I call a couple of oddball covers in my collection. How I ended up 
with them is a mystery and I don’t have much to say about them. However, maybe someone else who has 
both of them can explain the connection to Goddard.   

 
Figure 5 illustrates the usage of the 8-cent Goddard stamp on an advertising cover  produced by Eastern 
Airlines to promote the inauguration of Eastern’s jet service from New York to Acapulco, Mexico. The cover 
is franked by the stamp and dated January 6, 1966, which was the going rate at that time for domestic air 
mail. Other than that, the cover is not significant to the history of the rocket scientist.  



 
Figure 6 illustrates a space cover with a label issued to celebrate the 50TH Anniversary of Goddard’s first 
patent grants for solid and liquid propellants and multistage rockets, 1914-1964, a launching pad, a 
Goddard portrait and his signature. The cover produced by Dutch Space Travel Archives (DSTA) to the 
memory of the Goddard stamp with notation released today by the Post Office Dept., October 5, 1964. 
 
In addition to founding the American Rocket Society (ARS), and being awarded over 200 patents during his 
experimental period, Goddard received several awards for his pioneering research achievements. Some that 
are notable are listed here, and were given posthumously: 
 

1. The Congressional Gold Medal for his major achievements that had a positive effect on American 
history and culture. 

2. The Langley Gold Medal a Smithsonian Institute award given for contributing to the science of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

3. The NASA’s Research and Engineering Center located at Greenbelt, Maryland, was named for the 
rocket pioneer, and is called “The Goddard Space Flight Center”. 
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