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By Michael Litvak

In mid-February, I received an email from Chris Lazaroff,
AFDCS President, informing me that, because of a shortage
of articles for upcoming issues of First Days, he proposed a
challenge to the Ries Chapter and the Graebner Chapter to
see which chapter could produce the most articles for FIRST
DAYS by June 30. After consulting with the Ries Chapter
officers and a few members, I accepted the challenge on behalf
of our chapter. The Graebner Chapter did the same. Chris
said that he would come up with a suitable reward for the
winning chapter. Of course, winning would be nice, but the
real winners will be the AFDCS members, as they will have
numerous articles to read in FIRST DAYS.
As of March 8, I have received definite commitments from
the following Ries Chapter members to produce one or more
articles: Alan Warren, John Pollock, Bob Lewin, Mike
Mendoza, Doris Gold, Peter Martin, Norm Elrod, and yours
truly. Surely, there are more of you who could join this group
of committed members.
The “rules” are few. Any article you produce may be
scholarly (i.e., involves some serious research) or nonscholarly. When you submit an article to Dick Sine, Editor of
FIRST DAYS, you must inform Dick that he is to give credit to
the Ries Chapter. If you are a member of both chapters (there
are a few), inform him of that so that both chapters will be
given credit. So that I can keep track of the articles submitted,
please email me whenever you send Dick an article.
On another note with a similar theme . . .two Ries' Pieces
issues ago, I instituted a new column entitled “Ask . . . and ye
shall receive”. In this new column, I include one or more
questions submitted by members of the Ries Chapter, and
request input from you in the form of answers and/or
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comments. For questions in a particular column, I had planned
to print these answers and/or comments in the next column.
However, so far I am not able to do that, since no one has
submitted any response to any of the questions.
The column is not designed to be a one-way
communication from me to you. It is designed to be a twoway communication, and a way for you to get answers to
your questions and/or comments on your concerns. Because
of the lack of total response to this column so far, I don't wish
to continue producing it if you don't participate. So, if I do not
receive any response to the questions posed in the column in
this issue, I will reluctantly discontinue producing “Ask . . .
and ye shall receive”.

Editor’s
Note
Our condolences go out to
Michael Litvak and his family who just lost
his mother after a short illness. We missed
you, Michael, at our last club social/Taco
Fest at Shirley and Bee's where we also
celebrated Bonnie Fuson's Birthday. You
can see the review by Kathy and photos in this issue. I had a great time
with lots of food and good company.
Our newsletter just seems to keep getting bigger with each issue,
but that's OK because we publish it electronically as a PDF in full color
and members can view it here and print it at their leisure. (We only print
and mail a few for those members who don't use computers.)

Cachet by Mike Mendoza

I want to show you the most recent cachet I designed. It was at the
request of Lorraine Bailey, AFDCS Cover Sales. She gave me a choice
of stamp issues so I picked Oklahoma Statehood. I thought it would be
a challenge because I had no special interest in the state or the stamp,
but that beautiful landscape painting by artist Mike Larsen of the sunrise
over the Cimarron River gave me inspiration. I printed a hundred and
Lorraine had them cancelled. She said the sales went good. See one
pictured in the next column.
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“Ask . . . and ye shall receive”
By Michael Litvak

Frankly, I'm quite surprised and a bit frustrated at the
fact that not one member has responded to either of these
two related questions that appeared in this column in the
previous (February 2007) issue of RIES' PIECES. In
hopes that you will respond to them this time, I am including them once again in this column.
2 Questions on the same topic asked by Bonnie Fuson and
Dave Bennett
Bonnie's question: What will be the impact on the
First Day Cover collecting hobby of the new 2007 USPS
policy of nationwide stamp release?
Dave's question: With the new 2007 USPS policy
of nationwide stamp release, how far will you be willing to
travel that day to obtain a meaningful Unofficial (UO) first
day cancel (assuming the stamps will be available at your
P.O. first thing in the morning)?

Via and stamp artist/cachetmaker/exhibitor Chris Calle
show off his Ella Fitzgerald FDC and souvenir sheet in
front of his popular Man on the Moon stamp exhibit.

Here are 2 new questions posed by Kathy Clements
What is the exhibit criteria that makes your frames more
competitive?
How helpful is the judges critique in improving the
exhibit?
Please email or snail mail your responses to Michael
Litvak, 1866 Loma Vista St., Pasadena, CA 91104-4005;
email: litvaks@earthlink.net.

We Need
Your Photos
Since we are doing our
newsletter on-line, we can
have one of great proportions.
There are no space limitations
as to the newsletter length. So, please send us
your candid photos, with captions, from First Day
Ceremonies and other club events. You don't need
to write a story to go with them, if you don't want to.
Please email us copies of your most recent First
Day Covers too. Share them with club members
and get some free publicity. Maybe you will make
a sale or two. We welcome all submissions.

WRITE YOUR OWN
BIOGRAPHY
To all the new members of our
group, you are hereby invited to write
your own and include a snapshot if
you like. It can be as long and as
detailed as you like. We want to know
all about you.
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THE QUEEN MARY 2

On March 20 and 21, 2002, the vessel had the floatout. During construction and up to this point the vessel was
given a yard number G32. When the vessel floated, it took on
the name, Queen Mary 2, thus becoming a ship. On those
two days the vessel was pushed and pulled by tug boats to a
fitting-out basin were it was completed. In late September
2003, the French builders took her for a five day builder's sea
trial. The vessel performance proved successful as well as
the owner's sea trial a few weeks later, a good certification
that the construction was a job well done. On December 22,
QM2 was handed over to Cunard, arriving at Southampton,
England, her home port on December 26. On January 8, 2004,
her majesty Queen Elizabeth II officially christened the vessel.

By John Pollock
At the John Brown shipyard in Clydebank, Scotland,
the QE2 was launched on September 21, 1967. At that time
most people thought that she would be the last of her kind
since Cunard's first transatlantic vessel the White Oak crossed
from North America to England in 1813. QE2 continued that
tradition for many years after her launch with the
understanding and belief that she was “the last Atlantic liner,”
the end of an era. Micky Arison, the chairman of Cunard's
parent Carnival Corporation, had different ideas. In November
2000, Arison awarded the building of the Queen Mary 2 to
the well-known reputable French shipbuilder, Alstom
Chantiers de l'Atlanque at St-Nazaire. Not only had Arison
confounded the public with this venture, but went even further
by building a follow-up behemoth presently under construction
in Italy, to be named Queen Victoria, with a maiden voyage
scheduled on December 2007.

The QM2 is the first Cunard Queen ever built outside
the River Clyde in Scotland, which brings to mind a sad
reminder of the demise of shipbuilding in that country. No
more will be heard that proud saying, “Clyde-built,” emblematic
of a well designed and constructed vessel. Shipbuilding in
the Clyde is history now, but for a century, it was one of the
Figure 1 shows an event cover commemorating the
key ship yards for Britain's maritime fleet. With the push for Cunard Queen Mary 2 on her maiden voyage which ended in
globalization, national pride has been relegated to the Fort Lauderdale, FL. The cover is franked with a UK 1st White
backseat.
Ensign stamp with perforation gauge 14 3/4, Sc 1999a and
postmarked in Southampton on January 12, 2004. The cachet
Nowadays, shipbuilding of large vessels uses a shows a front starboard profile of the vessel, a Cunard logo at
method of pre-fabricated sections that are built at remote the bottom left corner and at the bottom right corner a notation
locations within and/or outside the ship yard. The sections indicating that the cover was carried aboard the QM2 on her
are brought together and assembled, not in a sloping slipway, maiden voyage. Figure 2 is the reverse side of the cover which
but inside a massive concrete dry dock. When the assembled gives a brief history of the shipping company Cunard and the
hull is complete and ready for water, it is not launched in the tradition of transatlantic crossings by some of their famous
traditional sense by sliding down a sloping greased slipway, liners. The cover is No.236 of 1100 made and was purchased
but floated-out from the dry dock when flooded. Ninety eight aboard the liner by the author on a subsequent crossing. The
pre-fabricated sections were required for building the QM2, cover is a product of British cachet maker Buckingham.
each piece weighing upwards of 200 tons, some steel plates
used in the fabrication having a thickness of more than 1 1/8
inches. At the keel laying ceremony, assigned Master
Commodore Ron W. Warwick was given the honors. With a
walkie-talkie at his mouth and ear Warwick gave instructions
to the builder's crane operator who had suspended in mid-air
the first prefabricated section to be laid. Warwick's instructions
were: “Please commence the building of my ship.”
The key statistics of the QM2 are: gross tonnage
150,000 tons, length-1132 feet, beam-147 feet, draft-32 feet,
powered by a combination of diesel generators and gas
turbines, quadruple screws, generated horsepower of
157,000, speed-30 knots, height from waterline to top of funnel
Hideaki Nakano, a vocal member of AFDCS, the king
equaled to 203 feet. The cost to build was 780 million dollars. of the large size cachets and, as he calls it, “HNLPS
The Queen Mary 2 will carry approximately 2,600 passengers SUPERCACHET,” claims that his cachets are “ten times better
and a crew of 1254.
than ordinary cachets.” Hideaki, however has produced some
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4
unusual cachets to say the least and some even controversial.
However, he should get an “A” plus for what he has designed
in Figure 3. The large cover, size 11 x 7 _ is a FDC for the 37¢
USS Constellation (sloop-of-war) stamp issued in Baltimore,
MD, on June 30, 2004. The stamp on the cover depicts the
Constellation that was built at Gosport Navy Yard in Norfolk,
VA in 1854. The ship has the same name and should not be
confused with the more famous frigate of 1797 which gained
fame and action against the French in the undeclared war
with France. The Constellation is laid-up in Baltimore's inner
harbor as a museum. Hideaki has produced a masterpiece
with funny overtones that tie the Constellation and the Queen
Mary 2 together in a cartoonist image. There is one noticeable
flaw in Hideaki's design. Why he attached a Roman numeral
II to the liner's name instead of an Arabic 2 is a mystery.

ocean-going liner different from most cruise ships in that she
can handle all bodies of water any time of the year. The Queen
Mary, Queen Elizabeth and the QE2 had the same
accoutrements and all have been successful passenger liners.
QE2 is still going strong. Micky Arison has no doubts that the
QM2 will uphold the traditions of the Cunard Line and she will
follow in their wakes banking on passenger loyalty to make
this happen. He has full confidence in taking the Queen Mary
2 well into the twenty-first century.
References:
Maxtone-Graham, John Queen Mary 2 the greatest ocean liner
of our time
The Cunarder Vol.4 issue 4 fall 2006.
Smith, Robert H Maritime Museums of North America including
Canada.
Figure 4 shows a photograph where Californians are
well represented at the Captain's table onboard the QM2.
Seated from left to right are Erma Klindt, an American lady;
Captain Paul Wright and a lady from Germany. Standing from
left to right are Robert Morris from Huntington Beach, CA, his
father-in-law John Pollock from Seal Beach, CA, Dr. Doris
Lorz, a New Yorker; Susan and Joe Combs from Texas; a
couple from Long Beach, CA, a gentleman from Germany,
and the captain's secretary. Susan Combs, the tall lady in
white, was the first woman ever elected as Texas
Commissioner of Agriculture. Now she's Texas State
Comptroller, elected in November 2006. Dr. Lorz and Erma
Klindt are traveling companions and have both sailed on more
than 100 Cunard voyages.

WRITE YOUR OWN
ADVERTISING
To all those members who make covers and want to sell
them, here is your opportunity for free advertising. Compose
your ad. Include a picture of one of your latest covers, if
you like. Send it off to our Managing Editor Kathy Clements
in time for the June 1, 2007 newsletter.

In recent years, cruise shipping lines have introduced
many cruise ships large and small to meet the demand of the
old time cruisers who are mostly Americans with an increasing
number of newcomers, mainly boomers. Queen Mary 2 is an
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Ole! And Happy Birthday, too!
By Kathy Clements

On Sunday, March 18th, a lepreclan of green-clad
Riesers gathered for Fiesta and to celebrate the birthday of
our Disney Queen, Bonnie Fuson. Our new member, Michael
Moticha, provided the decorations from his late father's collection of wonderful old Mexican hats and serapes.
Once again, members, spouses, friends and relatives of the birthday girl gathered on a lovely March Southern
California day to celebrate First Day Covers and eating! The
buffet was set up in the playroom. The main dish was home
made enchiladas provided by our hostesses, Shirley Ulling
and Bee Meers. The buffet consisted of the usual staples of
sodas and ice tea, lots of black olives (a club favorite), chips
and salsa and homemade guacamole and salsa verde and
refried beans. We had a very rich seafood casserole prepared by Diana Rost. We also had fresh fruit and taquitos
and an unlimited supply of delicious sides. The dessert consisted of Dave Bennett's homemade brownies and ice cream
and build-your-own strawberry shortcake. This was a special
request of our birthday girl in lieu of the traditional cake and
candles.

“Candle-labra”

Thanks to our resident cartoonist Bennett for the
wonderful dual fiesta/birthday covers he made for attendees.
Member Kathy Clements also made covers to celebrate the
birthday girl. Both are pictured for your enjoyment.

April 1
April 2
April 7
April 8
April 20
April 23
May 4
May 14
May 28
May 30
June 11
June 17
June 21

Our next social event will be the summer picnic/cookout/potluck at Frederick's Pasadena Palace, date to be announced.
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Randy Tivens
Foster Miller
Elena Cornejo
James McFarlin
Paula Kinports
Dick Odell
Louis Bushnell
Michael Moticha
Kathy Clements
Mark Goodson
Rick Whyte
Ralph Achgill
Bob Lewin

Fiesta Social
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Fiesta Social
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Subject:
Pull-tabs for
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Hello Everyone,
I just received another supply of the little houses to collect pull-tabs for the patients and families of Ronald
McDonald House Charity. I have been saving tabs for five years. Once you get in the habit it's very easy.
The tabs not only come on sodas and beer, but also some cat and dog food cans and soup and vegetable
cans. They also come on cans of Ensure nutritional supplement. Surprisingly, the very large pull-tabs on
tennis ball 3-packs are a newfound source of triple sized tabs. All pull-tabs are needed for this ongoing
fundraising project.
If you are a local Los Angeles Ries Chapter member, when the little box is full, you just transfer the tabs to a
baggie and let me know. You keep the little house so you can continue collecting the tabs, forever and ever.
If you would like to start saving pull-tabs, just go to your local McDonalds in your town and ask for one of
the little cardboard houses to aid in reminding you. You can turn in the saved-up tabs to any McDonald's
franchise manager or owner.
To all of you who already save the tabs for me, I really appreciate your efforts on behalf of the children and
their families who use the services of Ronald McDonald Houses all over the country.
Thanks for all your help,
Kathy Clements
(323)292-5460, (213)703-7809
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PLANTY'S BEST CACHETS
(Part four)
By Robert S. Lewin
Professor Planty considered the “Classic Period” of
cacheted First Day Covers to span the period from 1923 to
1933, ending with Sc. 734. During this period the honor “One
of Planty's Best Classic Cachets” was bestowed on a random
basis - some stamp issues had several cachets that qualified,
while other issues had none. This month, we bring Planty's
“Classic Period” to a close with five more examples that
highlight the great diversity and innovation that was evidenced
by our pioneer cachetmakers.

Our next three examples are for a very popular issue
- Sc. 729-30, issued for the great commercial fair held in
Chicago for the Century of Progress. Figure 2 is a multicolored lithograph by Joseph Birren that juxtaposes old Fort
Dearborn against the modern skyline of Chicago. This cachet
is actually on the back of the envelope in order to use the
entire surface area of the cover. (Please recall that
cachetmakers of the time were restricted to the left one-half
of the cover if the cachet appeared on the front side with the
stamp and address.) Planty described this cachet as
“Showpiece. Magnificent, multi-colored scene.”

Figure 3 is an impressive cachet by Linprint, arguably
one of the best by the company that bears the name of one
of our greatest pioneers, George Linn. The striking, threecolor, engraved cachet “shows signs of progress from Pony
Express to airplane. Superb gold, brown and black colors.”

It was common for early cachetmakers to “borrow”
artwork from various sources, rather than create their own,
which is the standard today. Some businesses, such as Hux,
provided artwork that could be used by others, which explains
why similar images for a particular issue commonly appear in
the work of different cachetmakers. The cachet shown in
Figure 1 is a first cachet for John Robertson, which uses an
attractive, copyrighted drawing by Harper and Brothers to show
the “Last Cantonment of the Continental Army” to celebrate
the Proclamation of Peace commemorated by Sc. 727. Note
that Robertson is very careful to give copyright credit under
the picture. This cover is also the earliest known cover to
serially number the edition, as do many modern cachetmakers
and creators of works of fine art. Although Robertson does
not tell us the size of the entire edition, this cover is identified
as “No. 153” on the back flap.

Figure 4 is another example from the Chicago
Century of Progress done by one of the most prolific of our
early pioneers, Dr. Harry Ioor. Planty describes this special
cachet as: “Magnificent. Comparable to best colors of today.
Scarce.” The cachet, which depicts the gathering of
worldwide cultures and nations, is special in several aspects.
It is unlike the two-color etchings common in Ioor's early work,
and certainly different from the two-color photo-like cachets
for which he is most commonly recognized. This cachet is
offset printed, using the three basic colors of red, yellow and
blue in combination to produce a multi-colored effect -- a
process that, although readily available, and capable of
creating spectacular results, was rarely used during the first
five decades of our hobby. Note also that Dr. Ioor carries the
color into the typed address, using both the black and red
part of his typewriter ribbon. (Do today's kids even know
what a typewriter ribbon is?)
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

Make Space For Chris

Planty's “Classic Period” closes with Sc. 734, issued
in honor of Tadeusz Kosciuszko. Figure 5 shows a cachet
designed by Frank Barcus for the Westminster Stamp Club.
Planty comments: “Unusually large cachet. By count, there
are twenty-two ideas, concepts or statements made by picture
or word here. Still cachet is uncrowded. One of the best
stamp club cachets ever seen.”

A beaming Chris Calle shows his
awards as Most Popular Champion
of Champions at AmeriStamp
Expo. (Image courtesy of the
Virtual Stamp Club/Lloyd A. de
Vires.)

The first ten years of our hobby produced more than
50 cachets that were honored by Professor Earl Planty as
one of his “best classical cachets.” We have sampled
seventeen of those honorees, chosen to highlight the diversity
of style, production, and creative concepts that provided the
seeds that have now matured into the awesome artwork that
currently adorns First Day Covers. A handful of pioneers have
now blossomed into thousands of incredibly talented
cachetmakers who enrich all of our lives with their creative
efforts. Next month, we will begin to sample Planty's “NeoClassical” period that spans the period 1934 to 1939. And we
will see how the classical seeds continued to grow.

WEB SIGHTINGS
You can visit our website at http://
www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks to Rick
for designing and maintaining the site. If anyone
has any suggestions for additions to the site, you
can contact Rick at sales@thepostmark.com. Also
the National AFDCS website, www.afdcs.org has
a link to our website.
We need new pictures on our website.
Please contact Rick Range and ask him how he
wants to receive your club photos.
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The big hit of the APS
AmeriStamp Expo in
Riverside was stamp/
cachet artist Chris
Calle
who
has
designed more than
200
stamps
worldwide, 30 of them
for the United States.
He is most widely
known for his Moon
Landing stamps but is
also a renowned wild
life artist.

Riesers Do Riverside

pages he'd “never seen before.” His favorite exhibit was Ralph
H. Nafziger's Errors, Freaks and Oddities on First Day Covers.
“I voted it my Favorite,” Litvak said.

By Bonnie Fuson
When the American
Philatelic Society held
AmeriStamp
Expo
in
Riverside five years ago,
Claude C. Ries Chapter of
AFDCS responded by
fielding 20 single frame
noncompetitive exhibits. This
year chapter members
exhibited a vast array of
interests in the show itself.
It didn't make the printed
program but Chapter
president Mike Litvak
presided over a chapter
meeting at 5 p.m. Saturday
during the three-day event.
Welcomed were new members who had been recruited earlier
in the day at the AFDCS meeting led by Foster Miller, also a
Ries member.
Bob Lewin, a resident of Temecula who was the
catalyst in the Chapter's bidding on and winning 2,100 FDCs
by the late Claude C. Ries in a recent Nutmeg Auction, spoke
on Ries' history and displayed highlights of his work. “He was
a real hero,” Lewin said. “Ries had joined the Marines in 1939
and was a drill instructor in San Diego. He ended up a master
gunnery sergeant at the Battle of Iwo Jima. He won two Silver
Stars. He took a bullet in the spine and ended up a paraplegic.
He was a coin collector who sold his collection in 1972 and
started collecting First Day Covers. He made his first cachet
for the Bicentennial stamps in 1976.”

“I bought a bunch of stuff,” George Rost (Hacienda
Heights) said. “But the only notable thing I just stumbled on.
Germany #1. I already had Germany #3 so I was really happy
to add the #1 to my collection. I especially liked the space
exhibit ('Space….The Final Frontier' by Conrad Novick). I got
to talk to him. That exhibit was the most unique and beautiful
I've ever seen! Did it win the 'Most Popular' award?” No,
George, it didn't. The Most Popular Champion of Champions
went to Chris Calle for his “Celebrating the 25th Anniversary
of the Man on the Moon,” which qualified at STAMPSHOW
2006 in Washington D.C. “And the pizza was good,” George
Ries founded the first FDC society in Southern said, referring to the Ries Chapter party Saturday night in the
California but it only had seven members and dwindled away, adjacent Marriott Hotel room shared by Bonnie Fuson, Shirley
Lewin said. Ries continued to make FDCs through 1983 but Ulling and Kathy Clements.
apparently didn't attempt to sell any. He used paste-on
cachets, printed, colored, hand-drawn and other techniques,
Lewin said. “He made lots of sports and Christmas covers.
He described himself as a 'envolocachetalist', a term which
didn't exactly catch on.”
Litvak invited all attendees to a Chapter pizza party
following the meeting.
The Riverside experience held a couple of surprises
for Litvak, who lives in Pasadena. “I was looking through
Maurice Landry's hand-painted box and found a sold-out
cover for the Carousel Animals made by my wife Georgia in
October 1988. First one I've found! It was the first time she
used luminescent paint. It's my favorite and I bought it for
$15!” Litvak also purchased some custom made hand-drawn

Continued on page 13
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Kathy found several things at the Expo which excited
her. “I finally got to meet Lloyd de Vries in person and visited
with him and Foster Miller at the American First Day Cover
Society booth!” (Lloyd runs the Virtual Stamp Club on the
internet and Foster conducted the AFDCS meeting at the
Riverside event.) Kathy collected dues from Lloyd (making
him a Chapter member), plus signed up Peter Martin (APS
Director-at-Large and recently editor of First Days) at a lively
dinner just down the street from the Mission Inn at the La
Cascada Mexican Seafood Family Restaurant also attended
by Shirley, Bonnie, Michael Litvak and Dave Bennett.
(Additional new members resulting from the Riverside Expo
were James McFarlin of Porterville, Michael Moticha of Apple
Valley and Michael Fuscaro of Riverside.) Kathy enoyed two
favorite exhibits -- “the one on food (“Christmas Dinner at
the Hotel Portland, Portland OR” by Elizabeth Hisey and
Novick's space exhibit.) The latter, Kathy said, was “most
pleasing to the eye!” Otherwise, the native Angeleno hit three
booths where she stocked up on stamps at face to use on
her combo covers.
As a long-time space buff, Via's big find was Chris
Calle sitting at the APS booth in the Expo entrance. “I got to
sit there and visit with him for a long time,” Via said. “I asked
him if he was a natural artist, but he said no, he had to go to
art school to learn it. He said he 'didn't have a natural gift'.
His exhibit included a drawing he made when he was about
three. I bought the autographed cacheted cover he made
for the Ella Fitzgerald stamp for my Black History collection,
and the cover he and his father (Paul Calle) made for the 29
cent Moon Landing stamp. They both signed it.” Via, who
lives in West Covina, also enjoyed meeting dealers and other
collectors at the show and the fifty cent and dollar boxes.
“You can find really unbelievable philatelic material there,”
she said.
Elena Cornejo listed scoring both the Beatles' stamps
and covers as her Riverside highlights, but “I only got one
set,” she said. She attended both Friday and Sunday but
passed up seeing the exhibits for lack of time, although she
did get lost in a box of fifty-cent covers at one point. “The
best thing for me was I got to give Chris Calle a ride!” she
said. Calle needed a ride to Fullerton where he met friends
at a bowling alley “and it was on my way home (Santa Ana)
so I took him.” Elena waited to help Chris take down his
exhibit at 4 p.m. Sunday and then drove him to his destination.
“I never thought I'd get to take Chris Calle anywhere!” she
enthused. The drive gave her a chance to ask him about the
ups, downs and intricacies of being a stamp artist.
For John Peterson of San Diego the high points of
AmeriStamp Expo were meetings: the Plate Number Coil
Club of Southern California, the American Ceremony
Program Society Regional meeting (and the slide show they
offered) and the APS Chapter and Affiliates Roundtable. For
most of the show John had his two-year-old son Zachary
(and wife Kathi) in tow. “Kathi bought a Hershey's Kisses

Bear from the USPS booth,” he said, “and I got the British
Beatles stamps. The covers were all sold out by the time I got
there. I think Elena bought them out!” John also failed to find
the new Oklahoma stamps but did make time to see the
exhibits.
Bonnie, who drove from Hollywood, was big on
meetings (the Virtual Stamp Club and AFDCS sessions) and
took in all the exhibits. She also took the opportunity to talk to
the guys at the Universal Ship Cancellation Society booth in
pursuit of the names of all the U.S. Navy ships which took part
in the First Day ceremonies for the 1935 San Diego Exposition.
She bought a CD catalog of Naval Cover Cachet Makers to
help her identify the hundreds of ship cancelled covers in her
Expo collection. “My great find was a very early (Sept 23, 1931)
airport dedication cover hand drawn by H.L. Foster of Mickey
Mouse, a black cat and a crashing plane,” she said.

The big finds for Rick Whyte of Pomona were some
1992 Olympic stamps from Central Africa and Nigeria which
he “needed” for his sports collections. Rick attended both
Saturday and Sunday and especially enjoyed the talk Bob
Lewin gave on Claude C. Ries at the Chapter meeting. His
(Rick's) only regret was “I wish that my income tax refund had
come before the show” so he could have done more buying
and less shopping.
Nothing, not even some uncomfortable health issues,
could have kept Burbank's Shirley Ulling away from Riverside.
She went to collect the certificate, ribbon and pin marking her
25th year of membership in APS. “I ran into Robert Lamb
(former long-time APS director) in the elevator who told me
how well he remembered when he got his 25 year pin and
what a big deal it was for him,” Shirley said. She has been
collecting stamps since she was 8 years old. “I joined APS
when I became interested in insuring my collection.” She
enjoyed meeting Chris Calle, who she remembered from the
work he did some years ago for Fleetwood, and Conrad
Novick. “Both of their exhibits were excellent,” Shirley said.
She bought some Disney stamps showing sea life (Pluto with
dolphins) from Ries Chapter charter member/dealer Dick
Thomas, who now lives in Idaho. Shirley enjoyed the fish at
the the Mexican seafood restaurant so much she skipped the
Continued on page 14
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pizza party and went back for seconds.

We Need
Your Articles
& Photos

Allen Klein, who hails from Sherman Oaks, had three
exhibits at Riverside this year: First Days of the 1936 U.S.
16-cent Airmail Special Delivery Stamp in the Single Frame
Open competition; Old Ironsides West Coast Cruise to
California Ports, a multi-frame entry in the Illustrated Mail
category; and Lindberg Air Mail First Days 1927-1928 in the
Single Frame Prix d'Honneur. “I began collecting 76 years
ago in 1931,” Allen said, “when I would take out the trash
from my dad's store and there were stamps on all the
packages. I thought they were interesting so that started it
all.” He was especially sorry to have missed Bob Lewin's talk
on Claude C. Ries at the Chapter meeting because “Ries
had a fabulous collection of Old Ironsides covers” which is
one of Allen's special interests. Allen, who serves as Counsel
on the AFDCS Board of Directors, said he enjoyed the “very
unusual exhibits. I like to see what other people collect.” But
what he really likes are “the friendships more than the stamps.”

If you enjoy reading this
newsletter, we need your
input. Please share your
experience(s), your knowledge, your stories,
your interests, and your opinions by writing an
original article for the next issue of Ries' Pieces.
We are also happy to print photos with captions, if
you don't want to write an article. We welcome all
submissions.
Suggestions for articles:
Your Ugliest Cover(s)
Your Cover Making Process
Pictorial Postmark Pursuits
Cover Mistakes That Got By
First Day Ceremony Reports
Postal Employee Horror Stories
How You Started Making Covers
Web Site Tips & Recommendations
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters
Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better
Next issue of Ries' Pieces is June 1, 2007
Deadline to submit articles is May 1, 2007
Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information
and specifications for submitting articles.

Allen Klein shows off his favorite FDCs in his Single
Frame exhibit “First Days of the 1936 U.S. 16 cent Airmail
Special Delivery Stamp,” six uncacheted plate block
covers prepared by the little-known Karl Struss.

Welcome New Members
Welcome new members Lloyd de Vries of Paramus, NJ;
Norm Elrod of McMinnville, TN; Michael Fuscaro of
Riverside, CA; James McFarlin of Porterville, CA; Joshua
McGee of San Gabriel, CA; Peter Martin of Danbury, CT;
Michael Moticha of Apple Valley, CA; and Ken Rothschild
of North Hollywood, CA.
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Four of the eight dealers offering First Day Covers as their specialty at the Riverside show are members of the Claude C.
Ries Chapter, AFDCS. Here charter member Dick Thomas, left, who now resides in Idaho, and Oakmore Stamp Company
owner Ron Sobel buddy-up at adjoining booths where shopping Riesers met/gathered during 3-day show.

Kathy Clements and fellow Rieser Maurice Landry pose
with the FDCs he brought from Connecticut to Riverside.

APS' Ken Martin, left, tells all to Rieser John Pollack on an
Exhibit Tour Saturday afternoon.

Ries Chapter Life Member Lee Kaufman and his wife at his
Fonda Covers booth offering hand-colored FDCs.
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Cachets By Clements
Red Dog Covers
Hollywoodland Local Post

Claude Ries Add-on
Cachet
By Alan Warren

Kathy Clements
3976 Olmsted Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626

Looking through my collection of FDCs of the Byrd or
Little America issue of 1933 (Sc. 733), I came across the cover
shown here, bearing a Claude Ries add-on cachet. Pictured
also are his dated rubber stamp on the envelope flap and his
rubber stamp logo on the stuffer inside the cover. Claude C.
Ries certainly made his “mark” on our hobby, in more ways
than one.

First Days & Events Since 1986
Entertainment Is My Specialty
Combo Covers Are My Passion
Marian Anderson, Ronald Reagan
E Y “Yip” Harburg, Henry Fonda
Art of Disney-Celebrations
American Advances In Aviation
Presidential Libraries, Sporty Cars of the 50's
Arthur Ashe, Let's Dance Bailemos
Greta Garbo, Jim Hensen & Muppets
Constellations, Christmas Cookies
Hattie McDaniel, Crops of Americas
Sugar Ray Robinson, Art of Disney-Romance
Judy Garland, Happy Birthday
DC Comics Super Heroes, Baseball Sluggers
American Motorcycles, Holiday Snowflakes
Ella Fitzgerald, Oklahoma, With Love & Kisses
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Star Wars
Pollination, Gerald R Ford, Marvel Comics
James Stewart, Louis Comfort Tiffany
Beautiful Blooms, Celebrate
Art of Disney-Magic, Holiday Knits
FDOI & Lots of Local Un-officials
Email Me at curfmeistr@aol.com
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USS AMBERJACK
Lost, Cause Unknown

whenever possible the Commander Submarines Pacific
(COMSUBPAC) replaced them with a larger bore to appease
some skippers who advocated for the bigger gun. The cover
is number 8 of 8 made.

By John Pollock

USS Amberjack (SS219) was a Gato class submarine
commonly known as a fleet boat that served well during World
War II. Because this class proved reliable early in the war,
more of the same were built. They were designed for high
speed on the surface, capable of covering long distances
without refueling, an important criteria considering the wide
expanse of the Pacific Ocean. Getting to and from the
enemy's main convoy routes as rapidly as possible was a
key strategy of submarine command. Unfortunately, some
never returned from their missions, which was the case of
Amberjack. She was placed on the lost submarine list after
base command reported that it was “overdue, presumed lost,
cause unknown”. Many war analysts believe that Amberjack
was sunk by Japanese anti-submarine forces by depth
charging. The Japanese, during this period of time, were
becoming more adept in tracking the whereabouts of U.S.
submarine movements by taking advantage of listening-in to
careless radio communication between submarines and their
bases.

Figure 2 shows a naval cover dated May 15, 1941,
commemorating the keel laying ceremony. The cover is
franked with a 3¢ Vermont Statehood 150th anniversary stamp
Sc 903 1941, and has a USS Gar (SS206) postmark with the
slogan “KEEL LAID AMBERJACK”. The cachet design is by
W. R. Cyr and depicts a shoreline scene with the figure of
Amphitrite, the mythical Greek Goddess of the sea holding a
United States flag and symbolizing the sovereignty over the
seas. Symbols of wood shipbuilding are also shown on the
cachet: the ribbed framing for a hull, tools of the trade including
an auger, sledge hammer, chisel and a measuring instrument.
The cachet also denotes that the submarine was built at New
Amberjack was an Electric Boat Company's design, with
London, CT by the Electric Boat Company.
keel laid on May 15, 1941, and commissioned on June 19,
1942. Its major features were length 312 feet, surface
displacement 1526 tons, six torpedo tubes on the bow and
four on the stern, one three-inch deck gun, four engines and
a diving depth of 300 feet.

Figure 1 shows a First Day of Issue that commemorates
the role Gato class submarines performed during World War
II. The stamp is a $3.20 Gato stamp issued on March 27,
2000, and is one of the five different stamps in the prestige
booklet issued to commemorate a century of U.S. submarine
service. The cover by John Byrnes Cachets, depicts a large
image of the submarine extending the length of the envelope.
In addition, some technical information of the submarine is
listed on the cachet, but the five-inch size of the gun needs
to be addressed. When the Gato's were launched and
commissioned they all had three-inch guns. However,

Figure 3 shows a naval cover dated February 16, 2003,
prepared for the 60th anniversary of Amberjack's loss. The
cover is franked with a 37¢ Flag coil stamp Sc 3631, and has
a Groton CT Submarine Base postmark. The cachet shows a
United States Navy photograph profile of the submarine
together with a brief narrative containing some history of
Amberjack, and an “On Eternal Patrol” insignia. The cachet is
sponsored by Adm. Byrd Chapter #11 USCS and prepared
by John Lyding. The reverse side (not shown) indicates that
this cachet design is number 47 and the cover is 30 of 33
made.

Continued on page 18
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“What’s Doin”

Amberjack, under the command of John Archibald Bole
Jr., had quite a busy initial patrol, sinking ships and playing
an important role in support of the defense of Guadalcanal
in the Solomon Islands. Patrolling south of Truk, Bole
encountered a couple of Japanese naval ships, one a
battleship and the other a cruiser. He fired four torpedoes at
one and two at the other, but all missed -- a dismal showing
for his first attack. Later, on the way to New Ireland for another
patrol area assignment, he encountered and sank a 2000
ton transport. Arriving off the Japanese held anchorage of
Kavieng on October 10, 1942, Bole fired four torpedoes at a
cluster of ships anchored in the harbor, sinking the 19,000
ton Tonan Maru #2, reported at that time to be the largest
ship sunk by a US submarine. The sinking was in shallow
water and the Japanese were able to raise and salvage it,
but in the summer of 1944 it was sunk again by another US
submarine, USS Pintado, this time in deeper water. A week
later Amberjack was assigned special duties off Guadalcanal
prior to the battle for that island. Amberjack -- carrying army
personnel, fuel and ammunition -- arrived there on October
25 and unloaded the following day. The battle raged for three
days in November 1942, ending victorious for United States
forces, an important turning point in the war. Defeat of the
Japanese invading force was a great boost to the United
States moral which energized the beginning of the end of
Japanese expansion. This was the last offensive drive in the
Pacific and symbolically the “line in the sand.” From thereon
the Japanese retreated from island to island, the same ones
captured previously. When Bole sailed back to Brisbane,
Australia, he was commended on his aggressiveness.

References:
Miller, David, Subs of the World.

Star Wars Celebration IV Convention
30th Anniversary Sheet of 15
First Day Ceremony
L A Convention Center

July 14

Gerald R. Ford
Possible First Day Ceremony
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

July 26-28

Comic Con Intl
Marvel Comics sheet of 20
First Day Ceremony
San Diego Convention Center

August 17-19

AmeriCover 2007 AFDCS
Marriott Hotel
Stamford, CT
41¢ Celebrate stamp
First Day of Issue

August

James Stewart
Hollywood Legends
First Day Ceremony

September

Mendez vs. Westminster
First Day Ceremony
Santa Ana, CA

October 12-14 63rd SESCAL Convention
Radisson LAX Hotel

Amberjack's second patrol was completely different; it
was an idle one. She took up position around the Solomon
Islands again. This time the enemy had vanished; none was
sighted and after fifty days of patrol she returned to base.
On the third patrol the submarine departed Brisbane in
February 1943, and once again headed for the Solomon
Islands. Jimmy Fife, the submarine base commander at
Brisbane, had a reputation with sailors and submarine
commanders of having too much control over the boats while
they were patrolling. He kept a tight leash on his submarines,
moving them around from position to position like a game of
checkers. In this patrol Amberjack was given no fewer than
nine directional changes, each time placing her in different
patrol areas making for an unsettling situation. In each of
those moves Amberjack found no enemy and nothing was
accomplished. After a lull in communication, and after a period
of time when no contact could be made, the submarine base
had to issue the dreaded announcement that the submarine
was overdue, presumed lost and that all seventy-four
submariners aboard had perished.

May 24-28

WRITE YOUR OWN BIOGRAPHY
NEW MEMBERS
To all the new members of our group, you are hereby invited
to write your own and include a snapshot if you like. It can be
as long and as detailed as you like. We want to know all
about you.
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he reminded me that we sat through
it twice that day. He was only six
years old then so I was glad he
remembered!”) Sobel said he
discussed the possibility of
obtaining advanced copies of the
stamps, similar to arrangements
made by the American Stamp
Dealers Association for the Elvis
Presley stamp, with David Failor,
Executive Director, Stamp
Services. This enabled dealers who
produced many hundreds or even
thousands of cacheted envelopes to put the stamps on so they
would be ready for canceling the day of issue. Sobel said Failor
indicated that practice was “before his time” but he would look
into it.
The USPS may have
declared Stars Wars in Southern
California but so far, attempts by
Riesers to “join up” have been
rebuffed. Offers to assist with the
First Day Ceremony arrangements
and canceling have not been
accepted as I write this. Too bad. We only want to help avert
the kind of chaos that ensured last summer when the USPS
released the Super Heroes stamps at Comic-Con in San Diego.
Philately takes a big back seat at these huge fan-based events.

By Bonnie Fuson

While the 15-stamp sheet
won't be sold until May 25, you can
go online now (from March 28
through May 23) to vote for which
of the 15 you would like reissued
as a 20-stamp sheet next summer.
The winning stamp will be announced at the First Day
ceremony. To vote go to www.uspsjedimaster.com. This is only
the second time in USPS 256 year history that the public is
being asked to vote for a favorite.
(Remember Young Elvis and Old
Elvis?)

First there were the R2-D2 mailboxes, then the stamps'
unveiling at Graumann's Chinese Theater in Hollywood. Next
in the Star Wars battle plan is the opportunity to preorder
Express Mail prepaid envelopes via phone or internet.
Then….ta-DUM……the sheet of 15 different Star Wars
character stamps will be sold on May 25 to anyone who wants
to plunk down the price of a ticket ($45 for adults, $25 for
kids 6 to 12) to the Star Wars Celebration IV at the Los
Angeles Convention Center.
If you are still looking for
one of the mailboxes, USPS says
there are about 400 of them
placed in approximately 200
cities. In Southern California R2D2 can be found in Anaheim,
Claremont, Encino, Long Beach,
Los Angeles, Newport Beach,
Sherman Oaks, Studio City and
Woodland Hills. They made their
debut March 16.

If you want to buy the Star
Wars Express Mail Prepaid
Envelopes, a set of three will set
you back $48.75. They go on sale
May 6 and will be available through
September 9. You can preorder
after April 24 on USPS.com.
It is expected that there will be both a pictorial First Day
cancel and Digital Color Postmark available for this stamp
issue. There may be First Day of Sale cancels as well.

Rieser Ron Sobel was
invited to the stamp unveiling held
in the famous fore court of
Graumann's Chinese Theater in
Hollywood. (“I asked my son Glen if he remembered that 30
years ago we saw the original Star Wars movie there, and

Continued on page 20
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The paintings comprising
the 15 Star Wars stamps are the
work of Drew Struzan, whose art
is not new to philately. He did the
Celebrate the Century stamp for
the 1990s Gulf War and the Zora
Neale Hurston stamp issued
January 24, 2003. He is most
famous for his movie poster art,
however, especially for his works
of E.T., the Indiana Jones series,
the Back To The Future film series,
Police Academy, the Muppet
movies and Hook.
A resident of Pasadena,
Struzan worked his way through
the Art Center College of Design
in Los Angeles and is considered
one of the most influential artists
working as an illustrator today.
Steven Spielberg says that
Struzan is his favorite movie artist, George Lucas has called
him the only collectible artist since World War II, and the
Boston Globe called him the greatest poster artist of our day.
The stamps are his paintings of the Star Wars characters,
not photographs of living persons, the USPS is quick to assert.
(Real persons cannot appear on a U.S. stamp until five years
after their deaths, according to recent USPS policy. The time
period was previously ten years.)
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the flag represented the 13 original States plus Vermont and
Kentucky. The flag maker was Mary Pickersgill, well known in
the Baltimore harbor area for providing banners for the local
shipping business. For this contract she earned the sum of
$405.90. The fort is now a national monument and historic
shrine.

AMERICANA ISSUE Part 7
By
John Pollock
The 15th Americana stamp design to be issued was
the 15¢ Fort McHenry Flag as shown in Figure 1. It displays
a First Day Cover released in Baltimore, MD, on June 30,
1978. There were 315,359 First Day Covers produced for
the stamp including all varieties. The stamp on the cover
depicts the Star-Spangled Banner of 1814 with the quotation
“The land of the free-the home of the brave,” famous words
from the song composed by Francis Scott Key. The stamp is
colored gray, dark blue and red, tagged and engraved with
perforation gauge 11.2, listed in Scott's catalogue as Sc 1597,
and designed by V. Jack Ruther. Some of the stamps were
produced in error with all the grey color missing, including
the quotation, USA, and the denomination. The error is
designated in Scott's catalogue as Sc 1597b, but there are
no known FDCs or used stamps. The cachet shows the
bombardment of Fort McHenry and a repeat of the quotation.
Two other varieties of this design were also released at
Baltimore on the same day; they were Sc 1598 perforation
11 x 10 “ a single from booklet pane of eight and Sc 1618C
perforation 10 vertical coil ( neither shown).

Figure 2 shows the 15c stamp being used for Ronald
Reagan's inauguration on January 20, 1981. The cover has a
Washington, D.C. postmark and the cancellation reads
“INAUGURATION DAY.” The cachet shows a portrait of
Reagan, the 40th President and the first lady.

The 16th Americana stamp design to be issued was
the 8.4c Steinway Grand Piano, a bulk rate coil for third class
mail as shown in Figure 3. It displays a First Day Cover
released in Interlochen, MI on July 13, 1978. There were
200,392 First Day Covers produced for the event. The issue
of this stamp was made to replace Sc 1614 the 7.7¢ Saxhorn
bulk rate stamp and came about due to a rate increase.
Although the main reason for the stamp was for pre cancels it
was made available un pre cancelled for philatelic purposes.
Figure 3 is a prime example where two 8.4¢ stamps were
required to meet at least the current domestic letter rate, at
that time 15¢. The pair of stamps on the cover depicts a piano
with the quotation “Peace unites a nation like harmony in
music.” The piano shown on the stamp was made in 1857
and is part of a collection of musical instruments exhibited at
the Smithsonian Institution. The stamp is colored dark blue
on a yellow background, with perforation gauge 10 vertical
and was produced from the Webfed monocolor intaglio press
(Huck-Cottrell), and listed in Scott's catalogue as Sc 1615C,

Fort McHenry was defending the city of Baltimore in
1814 while under attack from the British during what was
known as the War of 1812. The battle was observed by
Francis Scott Key while he was aboard a British vessel
negotiating the release of an American prisoner. During the
battle the Fort took heavy punishment and many watching
(including Key) thought the end was near for those inside the
Fort. However, when the smoke clouds cleared from the
bombardment, it became evident that the defenders had
prevailed. There was no surrender and the flag still flew high
and defiant. Watching this epic confrontation inspired Key to
write the poem “The Defense of Fort McHenry.” He wrote it
on the back of an envelope and later, was put to music,
subsequently becoming the United States national anthem,
The Star-Spangled Banner. Today that same flag hangs in
the Smithsonian National Museum of American History in
Washington, D.C. It is huge, measuring 30 feet high by 42
feet wide, made specifically large so that the British could
see it from a great distance. The 15 stars and 15 stripes on

Continued on page 22
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the design is by V. Jack Ruther. The cachet shows a group
of musicians playing ensemble, a peace dove and a repeat
of the stamp's quotation.

This stamp was also produced from the Huck-Cottrell press
and depicts the Fort with quotation “Remote outpost-new
nation building westward,” is colored brown on a blue
background, with perforation gauge 11 x 10 “. The stamp usage
then was equal to the postage rate for two ounces of first
class domestic mail. The stamp was designed by James
Scheleyer and is listed in Scott's catalogue as Sc 1604. The
cachet shows a covered wagon entering the Fort with the same
quotation as that shown on the stamp.
Fort Nisqually was established in 1833 by the British
Hudson Bay Company and was their trading base in the
northwest of the continent. The Fort was never built for, nor
functioned as, a military stockade. It was closed in 1869 and
today is operated as a historic site by the City of Tacoma in
the State of Washington.

The 17th Americana stamp design to be issued was
the 28¢ Fort Nisqually as shown in Figure 4. It displays a
First Day Cover released in Tacoma, WA on August 11, 1978.
There were 159,639 First Day Covers produced for the event.

References:
United States Specialist, May 1979 pp 264, 265, June 1979
p306
The Kids Reading Room. Los Angeles Times June 2006
(To be continued)

Proudly showing off their winning certificates St. Anastasia Catholic School students, left to right, are Kaylee Hage, Michaela McDermott, Kaity
Edwards, Grand Prize winner Sari Arambulo, Shea Ramsey, Rachael O'Connor and Casey Nolan. Back row, left to right, are Ries Chapter president
Michael Litvak, contest chairman Kathy Clements, St. Anastasia Catholic School principal Rosemary Connolly, Ries vice president Dave Bennett.

There were only winners in the First Annual Alexia Scott
Cachet Coloring Contest sponsored by the Claude C. Ries
Chapter #48 of the American First Day Cover Society at the
St. Anastasia Catholic School in Westchester, CA.
All fifth and sixth graders in several classrooms
participated in the competition and all “won” something,
according to contest chairperson Kathy Clements. Each
student was provided with an uncolored Flag With Clouds
stamped First Day Cover produced in 1988 by Alexia Scott
and challenged to “color” and augment Scott's original
interpretation. (The FDCs were part of a large donation made

by Scott to the American First Day Cover Society and
channeled to the Ries Chapter through the AFDCS auction
committee.) Students could use the media of their choicecolored pencils, watercolors, markers or paint. Glitter and
other enhancements were encouraged.
First, second and third place winners would be chosen
for both grade levels and a Grand Prize winner would be
selected over all the entries.

Continued on page 23
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The winners were chosen by votes of Ries Chapter
members at the OrcoExpo Meeting in January. Presentation
of prizes and certificates were made in St. Anastasia's
“auditorium,” a designated area in the parish church.
The Grand Prize entry by fifth grader Sari Arambulo of
Westchester featured iridescent gold paint and the added
motto “United We Stand.” Other winners were sixth graders
Kaylee Hage of Venice Beach, first; Michaela McDermott of
Los Angeles, second; and Kaity Edwards of Playa Del Rey,
third. Fifth grade winners were Rachel O'Connor of
Westchester, first; Shea Ramsey of Playa Del Rey, second;
and Casey June Nolan of Playa Del Rey, third.
Assisting in the awards ceremony were school principal
Rosemary Connolly, Ries Chapter president Michael Litvak,
Ries vice president Dave Bennett and contest chairman Kathy
Clements.

...and the Winner is
This Was The Challenge:

The stamp, students learned, was the 15th in that series
of definitive flag designs when it was issued on May 6, 1988,
in Boxborough, MA, in a sheet in the then new 25 cent first
class rate.
Students learned about stamps, First Day Covers, how
cachet designs can enhance the theme and/or design of the
stamp, and about the use of the American Flag and its patriotic
symbolism. In addition, every participant received a “collection”
of 50 FDCs randomly selected from the 1950s, 60s, and 70s,
plus back issues of Linn's Stamp News and other philatelic
publications.
The top five winners randomly received either a 50 FDC
set of the American Bicentennial State Flags, the 50 FDC set
of State Birds and Flowers, a 50 FDC set of the 1987 North
American Wildlife, a 50 cover set of Wildflowers (sc2647-2696)
or Ameripex Presidents set of 36. These sets were donated by
Kathy's friend Connie Hanson, whose father was a philatelist.
Additional prizes were off sale retail merchandise donated
through USPS Customer Service Manager Alvetia Smith.
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BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Have you lost or misplaced any of
our “Mendoza Produced” issues? Well,
not to worry. We have some available for
sale to members to benefit the treasury,
starting with Issue #103 February 1,
2000.
If you would like any back issues,
they are $2.00 each plus one first class
stamp per copy. Please make your checks
out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and mail your
requests to our Membership Secretary Kathy Clements.
You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on LINKS
then ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries Chapter #48.
From there you can download the on-line issues in Adobe
Reader beginning with the February 2005 issue.

Specifications for Newsletter
Articles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Article must be typed as a Word document, MAC or PC the latest
version possible.
Article width - 3 5/8” or 7 1/2”.
Type style Arial
Type size 10 point.
No rules or boxes.
Please spell check and proof read your article for correct grammar &
punctuation.
Send article on a disk, PC or MAC and a hard copy print out.
Scan all cachet illustrations against a black background to include a 1/8”
black border around each.

I use a MAC and PageMaker 7.0 program for publishing the newsletter. If you have photos or
illustrations, please send me the originals and I will scan and return your original or scan &
save as a jpeg, or pdf file and e-mail as attachment.
Newsletter publishing schedule:
June 1, 2007
August 1, 2007
October 1, 2007
Mail articles to:
Phone:
e-mail:

article deadline May. 1, 2007
article deadline July 1, 2007
article deadline Sept. 1, 2007

Mike Mendoza • 16534 Farmington St. • Hesperia, CA 92345
760-948-7158
mike.b.mendoza@usa.net
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