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 During my 36 years as an employee of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District, I spent the last six years 
as coordinator of the Computer Science Magnet Program 
at Garfield High School in East Los Angeles.  When I 
became coordinator in 1997, I set certain goals for myself to 
accomplish during my tenure.  One of those goals, attained 
during my second year, was the creation of a community 
service component for our students.
  
 After lengthy discussions with our Magnet parents 
and students, we decided to make the community service 
voluntary.  Those students who wished to participate 
were asked to spend a minimum of 20 hours per year 
volunteering their services assisting in their communities.  
Some of these services included working in rescue 
missions, church youth groups, tutoring in elementary 
and/or middle schools, and working in community service 
agencies.  As part of this volunteer program, we established 
an Octagon Club, which is a youth community service club 
sponsored by the local Optimists Club.  Each year we 
would volunteer as a group to help at the Braille Olympics 
and to decorate the Optimists International float in the 
Tournament of Roses Parade.  The success of the program 
was reflected in the increase in the number of student 
participants each succeeding year.  Our students learned 
that “Helping others helps oneself.”

      Recently, I received a “Thank You for Volunteering” 
FDC from the AFDCS.  Each year, about 100 members 
receive one of these covers for volunteering their time and 
effort in keeping our organization alive.  While receiving 
the cover is a pleasurable experience, the true pleasure 
is in knowing that you have provided service and pleasure 
to others, and, in turn, to yourself.  These members help 

by volunteering their services on any one or more AFDCS 
committees, as a mentor in the AFDCS Norman Walker 
Mentoring Program, or in any other capacity to help provide 
the many benefits to the AFDCS members.
      
      Early in my teaching career, I attended a Time 
Management workshop specifically designed for teachers.  
One of the many things I learned in this workshop was 
that, in any organization, “80 percent of the work is done 
by 20 percent of the people”.  It would be nice if we, in the 
AFDCS, would increase that 20 percent, so that we would 
have more members volunteering their services to help the 
rest.  One wouldn’t have to necessarily help on an ongoing 
basis, as, for example, volunteers are always needed to 
help out in various capacities at AMERICOVER, our annual 
convention.

1

RIP George Turner

 Ries Chapter member 
Michael Litvak received the follow-
ing email from Connie Turner as 
we were going to press.

 “It is with a sad heart that 
I must tell you I lost my precious 
husband, George, on Saturday, June 16th at 9:15 p.m.  
There will not be a funeral, but a celebration of his life to 
be held at a later date in Medford, OR.  He will be buried 
in the family plot in Gold Hill, OR.  I would really appreci-
ate it if you would inform friends in the stamp community 
whom you might think would like to know of his passing.”  

 For those of you who knew George, and for 
those of you who didn’t, he was one of the original mem-
bers of the Ries Chapter, who was always eager to help 
others with their collecting interests.  He will be missed.



Chapter Officers

 
 All this talk about Star Wars 
is very fascinating.  What a popular 
subject. I was never into it, though.  
I did like the characters at the time 

and I might have watched one of the movies.   When I heard 
that there would be a First Day of Issue for stamps of the main 
characters I was lost.   I didn’t know any of them really. I was 
planning on attending the First Day ceremony until I heard it 
would cost $45.  I didn’t feel that passionate about the subject 
to pay the convention one-day fee. I did start a generic design 
for a cover, in fact two designs, but they were not ready for 
the day of the ceremony. A friend of mine from Mt. SAC called 
me asking about the Star Wars ceremony and how to get in.  
She also asked if I was producing any covers. I gave her the 
information and she and her daughter went to the convention 
center all day and they had a ball.  They took many pictures 
and she sent me a CD of all they had captured. A couple of 
her photos are in our masthead. I also put together a cachet 
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using a picture of my friends at the ceremony.  I did it as a 
surprise and printed only three copies: one for her, and her 
daughter, and one for her son. I also invited Barbara to join 
the club. I am also including a first cover by my neohew Shane 
his original pencil drawing of the droid R2-D2. Those covers 
are featured here with my other two covers.  All are out getting 
cancelled. 
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“Ask . . . and ye shall receive”
By Michael Litvak

 Two Ries Chapter members sent me their responses 
to questions that appeared in this column in the April issue of 
RIES’ PIECES. 

 Here is Kathy Clements’ response to both questions 
from Bonnie and Dave about the new USPS 2007 policy 
regarding the nationwide release of stamps.

 A.  I like it because it gives me options for cancels.  
I don’t have to be satisfied with what SFS offers me.  I can 
go around town here in Los Angeles and environs and get 
my Hollywood and Burbank cancels.  I also have the choice 
of a First Day of Sale field pictorial someplace else.  I like to 
download the field pictorials from the postal bulletin every 
other week and study my choices.  The only downside is the 
30-day window for field pictorials.  The upside of just sending 
my covers to SFS is the 120 days, if I need that.  The other 
downside for me is my “count” with SFS.  If I do not send the 
majority of my covers to them, I will lose my “cachetmaker 
status”.   So far, the three issues that I needed on the first 
day this year were available to me.  I did have to go to more 
than one post office to find the stamps, but I got them in time 
to get un-officials.

 In the past, when a stamp was issued in “Los Angeles”, 
Bonnie Fuson, Shirley Ulling, and I would go around to three 
or four post offices for un-officials and it would take us all day.  
But we were happy to do it.  It’s “our thing”, so to speak.  Now, 
we just get to do it more often if we want to.

 Alan Warren responded to both questions about 
exhibiting posed by one of our members.  In this April column, 
I had mistakenly identified Kathy as the member who had 
submitted the questions. 

 Q.  What is the exhibit criteria that makes your frames 
more competitive?

 A.  In order to be competitive, it is important to review 
the judging guidelines in the American Philatelic Society’s 
Manual of Philatelic Judging (5th edition). Try to meet all of 
the requirements mentioned there. Beyond that, there are 
several other points. Make sure the presentation is pleasant 
in appearance. Don’t use a typeface that is difficult to read or 
too small. Don’t get carried away with your computer skills by 
using a variety of fonts or colors. Keep it simple.

 The text should be brief and to the point. Telegraph the 
important aspects of the cover or other material. At the same 
time do not be too brief but demonstrate in well chosen words 
that you have the philatelic knowledge to properly describe 
the item. Do not leave a lot of white space, and don’t go to the 

other extreme of trying to cram material onto the pages. Be 
sure to set off your key items (most valuable, most difficult to 
find, etc.) using a lightly colored mat or frame, or by judicious 
use of italics or bold print.

 Take pains to prepare your title page so that it 
concisely describes what you are showing, and be sure it tells a 
story. Every exhibit should have a beginning and a conclusion. 
Put an elegant piece on that title page that will help draw the 
viewer and the judges into the exhibit.

 If you want to be competitive, take pains to prepare 
a suitable synopsis page. This page is sent to the judges in 
advance by the show committee, to help them prepare for and 
understand your exhibit. The synopsis page does not appear in 
the frames. Here you can point out your best items and even 
mention how difficult it was to find them. The synopsis page 
is to inform the judges and educate them about the material 
in your exhibit. If the judges should read up some background 
material about your exhibit, give them two or three publication 
references of articles or books that they should be aware of 
at the end of the synopsis page.

 Q. How helpful is the judge’s critique in improving the 
exhibit?

 A.  The critiques can be very helpful but you need to 
do more than just attend the critique. The show critiques can 
only provide a few significant pointers to help you, due to time 
limitations. The best thing is to find out which judge is the “first 
responder,” i.e. the one selected to study your exhibit and 
prepare notes for the critique. Then ask him or her to meet 
you at the frames and go over all of their notes and engage 
them in a discussion.
 
 If you do not understand something, ask them to repeat 
it or amplify on it. Also, have some questions of your own to 
bring out other points that would improve the competitiveness 
of your exhibit. If one judge makes a comment that you are 
not in agreement with, don’t make the change but look for 
feedback from other judges. If you get the same message 
several times, then you need to do something about it.

 The jury critiques are learning arenas. Listen to the 
jury’s responses to questions from other exhibitors and make 
notes if they sound like things you need to do as well.

  One other way to gain feedback is to join the American 
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors. The quarterly journal not 
only has good points about exhibiting in every issue, but 
the organization also offers a critique service at very little 
cost. You send a photocopy of your exhibit to the Critique 
Service coordinator along with some postage for forwarding 
and returning your exhibit. The coordinator will send the 
photocopy on to a judge with some experience in your field. 
The judge will spend several hours (as opposed to minutes at 
the frames) in going over your exhibit and marking comments 
and suggestions (and corrections!) on the pages.
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 Take advantage of all the above points and you should 
be able to make your exhibit much more competitive. 

 Here are two new questions begging for a response 
from Ries Chapter members.  

The first question is from Gladys Jones.
Q. I am a first time cachetmaker and want to know how 
I show my work once I have designed a cachet?
The second question comes from George Rost.
Q. Why do we have to send our covers for cancelling to 
the First Day City, rather than sending them to Kansas City, 
which is where the First Day City sends them?

Please email or snail mail your responses to <Michael Litvak, 
1866 Loma Vista St., Pasadena, CA 91104-4005; email: 

litvaks@earthlink.net>
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Cachets By Clements
Red Dog Covers

Hollywoodland Local Post
Kathy Clements

3976 Olmsted Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626

First Days & Events Since 1986
Entertainment Is My Specialty
Combo Covers Are My Passion

Marian Anderson, Ronald Reagan
E Y “Yip” Harburg, Henry Fonda

Art of Disney-Celebrations
American Advances In Aviation

 Presidential Libraries, Sporty Cars of the 50’s
Arthur Ashe, Let’s Dance Bailemos

Greta Garbo, Jim Hensen & Muppets
 Constellations, Christmas Cookies

Hattie McDaniel, Crops of Americas 
Sugar Ray Robinson, Art of Disney-Romance

Judy Garland, Happy Birthday
DC Comics Super Heroes, Baseball Sluggers
American Motorcycles, Holiday Snowflakes

Ella Fitzgerald, Oklahoma, With Love & Kisses
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Forever 

Star Wars, Hearts, Pollination, Marvel Comics 
Louis Comfort Tiffany, Art of Disney-Magic

James Stewart, Celebrate, Gerald R Ford
Yoda, Mendez, Holiday Knits

FDOI & Lots of Local Un-officials
Email Me at curfmeistr@aol.com

July 8  NOON
  Summer Barbecue
  Pasadena Home of Frederick Langford

July 26-28 Comic Con Intl
  Marvel Comics sheet of 20
  First Day Ceremony
  San Diego Convention Center

August 17 James Stewart
  Hollywood Legends
  First Day Ceremony

August 17-19 AmeriCover 2007 AFDCS
  Marriott Hotel
  Stamford, CT
  41¢ Celebrate stamp
  First Day of Issue

August 31 Gerald R. Ford
  First Day Ceremony
  Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

September Yoda - Star Wars Winner
  First Day of Issue

September Mendez vs. Westminster School Dist.
  First Day Ceremony
  Santa Ana, CA

October 12-14 63rd SESCAL Convention
  Radisson LAX Hotel

December Yule Tuber

“What’s Doin”



Covers by Via Villasenor

Welcome new members Frans Geerlings of 
Salem, OR and Randy Fair of Brea, CA.  Both 
joined in May. 
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Covers by Via Villasenor

We Need 
Your Articles 

& Photos

If you enjoy reading this 
newsletter, we need your 
input.  Please share your 

experience(s), your 
knowledge, your stories, your interests, and your 
opinions by writing an original article for the next 
issue of Ries’ Pieces.  We are also happy to print 
photos with captions, if you don’t want to write an 

article.  We welcome all submissions.

Suggestions for articles:
Your Ugliest Cover(s)

Your Cover Making Process
Pictorial Postmark Pursuits
Cover Mistakes That Got By
First Day Ceremony Reports

Postal Employee Horror Stories
How You Started Making Covers

Web Site Tips & Recommendations
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters

Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better

Next issue of Ries’ Pieces is August 1, 2007
Deadline to submit articles is July 1, 2007

Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information 
and specifications for submitting articles.

WEB SIGHTINGS
You can visit our website at http://www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks to 
Rick for designing and maintaining the site.  If anyone has any suggestions for 
additions to the site, you can contact Rick at sales@thepostmark.com.  Also the 
National AFDCS website, www.afdcs.org has a link to our website.  

We need new pictures on our website.  Please contact Rick Range and ask him 

how he wants to receive your club photos.

CEREMONY INVITATIONS
By Kathy Clements

 Ries Chapter members interested in attending local First 
Day Ceremonies should contact me no later than four weeks before 
a ceremony you would like to attend.  This way your name can be 
given to the USPS so you will receive an invitation in a timely manner.  
The invitation list will be updated for each event.

 If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second day or 
otherwise in our local Southern California area, kindly contact me as 
soon as you know so others can make arrangements to participate 
if they are interested.  If you have computer access, email the 
information to the membership at large.

 As this issue goes to press, what has been denied since 
December 26th has become a reality.  One of the Gerald R. Ford 
ceremonies will indeed be held on Friday, August 31, 2007 in Rancho 
Mirage, CA 92270.   I don’t know why this date was selected over 
July 14th on what would have been the Presidents’ 94th birthday.  
But, at this point, I’m just happy to have the ceremony “in my back 
yard!”

 As most of you know, the President and Betty Ford lived 
in retirement in Rancho Mirage since 1977 when he left office.

 For months I have written to many important and influential 
persons in Rancho Mirage and Washington, DC, suggesting that at 
least one of the ceremonies be held at the Annenberg Auditorium 
at the Eisenhower Medical Center.  Since there is only one zip code 
for Rancho Mirage, it seems so logical to me.  Mrs. Annenberg (a 
long-time personal friend of the Ford’s) and any number of her 
wealthy and famous friends could be invited to the festivities along 
with local politicians and entertainment personalities who consider 
the desert home.

 On June 11th at the Ford Foundation dinner in Washington, 
DC, the stamp was unveiled.  However, when Rancho Mirage was 
mentioned as one of the First Day cities, the actual site of the 
ceremony was not.  The next day I called the Annenberg Center 
in Rancho Mirage and was informed by the receptionist, “while I 
was at lunch our P.R. director put a note on my desk to reserve the 
500 seat auditorium for Friday, August 31st from 8 am until noon.”  
Lauren, the kind receptionist, took my name and number to give to 
publicist Louise Fasana who was to call me back the next day.  I 
waited until Thursday and called Lauren back as she suggested I 
could.  Unfortunately, she did not have anything further to tell me.  

So, we will wait for the official announcement from the USPS.
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Hello Everyone,

     I have a big supply of the little houses to collect pull-tabs for the patients and families of Ronald McDonald 
House Charity.   I have been saving tabs for almost six years.  Once you get in the habit it’s very easy.  

 The tabs not only come on sodas and beer, but also some cat and dog food cans and soup and veg-
etable cans.   They also come on cans of Ensure nutritional supplement.  Surprisingly, the very large pull-tabs 
on tennis ball 3-packs are a newfound source of triple sized tabs.  All pull-tabs are needed for this ongoing 
fundraising project.
      
 If you are a local Los Angeles Ries Chapter member, when the little box is full, you just transfer the tabs 
to a baggie and let me know.  You keep the little house so you can continue collecting the tabs, forever and 
ever.

 If you would like to start saving pull-tabs, just go to your local McDonalds in your town and ask for one 
of the little cardboard houses to aid in reminding you.  You can turn in the saved-up tabs to any McDonald’s 
franchise manager or owner.

 To all of you who already save the tabs for me, I really appreciate your efforts on behalf of the children 
and their families who use the services of Ronald McDonald Houses all over the country.

    Thanks for all your help,

    Kathy Clements
    (323)292-5460, (213)703-7809

Subject: 
Pull-tabs for
Ronald McDonald House Charities
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AMERICANA ISSUE Part 8
By John Pollock

 The 18th Americana stamp design issued was the 
$2.00 Kerosene Table Lamp as shown in Figure 1. It displays 
a FDC released in New York, NY, on November 16, 1978. 
There were 173,596 FDCs produced for the event. The stamp 
on the cover depicts the kerosene table lamp with quotation 
“American Light will Shine Over all the Land,” is colored 
dark green, orange and yellow on a tan background, tagged, 
lithographed and engraved with perforation gauge 11, listed 
in Scott’s catalogue as Sc 1611. The cachet shows a ceiling 
hung kerosene lamp providing light to a group meeting and is 
labeled with the same quotation as that shown on the stamp. 
For a period of time starting in the mid 1800’s kerosene 
(paraffin oil) was the main fuel for artificial light. Today in some 
remote areas of the country where rural electrification is not 
yet available, kerosene lamps are still in use. Kerosene is a 
distillate fuel separated from crude oil by means of distillation. 
The process was first discovered by Abraham Gesner a 
Canadian chemist who named it kerosene, a word of Greek 
origin. 

 The 19th Americana stamp design issued was the 
$1.00 Rush Lamp and Candle Holder as shown in Figure 
2. It displays a First Day Cover released in San Francisco, 
CA, on July 2, 1979. There were 255,575 FDCs produced 
for the event. The stamp on the cover depicts the lamp and 
candle holder with quotation “America’s Light Fueled by 
Truth and Reason,” is colored brown, orange and yellow, on 
a tan background tagged, lithographed and engraved with 
perforation gauge 11, listed in Scott’s catalogue as Sc 1610. 
The cachet shows a lamp and holder, inkwell and quill pen, 

spectacles and an open book. It is labeled with the same 
quotation as that shown on the stamp. The Rush lamp was 
used during American colonial days and later. The wick of the 
candle was made from the pith of the rush plant which grows 
profusely in marshes, river edges and around ponds. After 
production of the stamp, it came to light, (no pun intended), 
many years later that some stamps were discovered to be 
inverted, these were listed as Sc 1610c. The Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing explained that the reason for this was 
a series of coincidences involving human error and quality 
control. These inverts became to be known as the CIA Invert 
because they were originally bought by a CIA employee 
in a McLean, VA, post office near the headquarters of the 
CIA. The inverted stamp has become one of the rarest US 
stamps; one can be viewed at the National Postal Museum 
in Washington, DC. Jacques C. Schiff Jr. the well known 
auctioneer gives publicity to this special stamp by displaying 
a replica in his auction advertisements. It is reported that 
only 95 examples of the inverts are known to exist and that a 
catalog value for one is $22,500. Stephen Pattillo, the dealer 
in Fullerton, CA, recently advertised a CIA Invert PSE graded 
90 for $22,000.
         

 The 20th Americana stamp issued was the $5.00 
Railroad Conductors Lantern as shown in Figure 3. It displays 
a FDC released in Boston, MA, on August 23, 1979. There 
were 129,192 FDCs produced for the event. The stamp on 
the cover depicts the lantern with quotation “America’s Light 
Leads Her Generations Onward,” is colored red brown, yellow 
and orange, on a tan background, tagged, lithographed and 
engraved and with perforation gauge 11, listed in Scott’s 
catalogue as Sc 1612. The cachet shows a lantern and a 
speeding steam train engine. It is labeled with the same 
quotation as that shown on the stamp. The cachet also 
mentions that the stamp was issued at the Stampshow 79, 
Boston, MA. The conductor’s lantern was used as a signaling 
tool during times of poor visibility. The signal would indicate to 
the train Engineer what action he or she had to take. The major 
signals provided to the train engineer were: proceed, reduce 
speed, stop, back-up, and apply or release air brakes.
 
 The 21st Americana stamp design issued was the 30¢ 
Morris Township School as shown in Figure 4. It displays a 
FDC released in Devils Lake, ND, on August 27, 1979. There 
were 186,882 FDCs produced for the event. The stamp on 
the cover depicts the school with quotation “American School-
Laying Future Foundations,” is colored green, on a blue 

Continued on page 98



background, tagged and with perforation gauge 11 x 10 1/2, 
listed in Scott’s catalogue as Sc 1606, and was designed by 
James Schleyer. The cachet shows the school with a detail 
of a classroom, teacher and students and is labeled with the 
same quotation as that shown on the stamp. The quotation 
was a contribution to the stamp design by Mike Weddle a 
cachet maker and contributing member of the AFDCS. Mike 
is also a recipient of a Court of Honor number 19 of the 
society. This stamp and three others in the Americana Issue 
have something in common. All are historic structures with a 
signaling device at their peak. The other stamps are the 24¢ 
Old North Church, the 28¢ Fort Nisqually, and the 29¢ Sandy 
Hook Lighthouse.    

References:
Sundman, Donald. The famous CIA invert, Linn’s stamp news 
September 3, 2001
Alsink, Hal. T. Michael Weddle, First Days, September 1, 
1999 pp 456, 457.
Yeager, Charles H. New Issues Forum, USS March 1980 pp 
135, 136.

                        (To be continued)

Continued from page 8
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SUMMER POT LUCK SOCIAL 
& BARBECUE

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
FREDERICK’S PASADENA PALACE

JULY 8, 2007

 The next social event will be our annual Summer 
Picnic Potluck & Barbecue on Sunday, July 8th at NOON 
at Frederick Langford’s home at 2307 Lambert Drive and 
Martello Avenue.  We will need the usual staples: sodas and 
ice tea, potato salad, macaroni salad, Jell-O salad, fruit salad, 
lots of pitted black olives (a club favorite), hamburgers and 
hot dogs and buns, sliced cheddar cheese, chopped onions 
and sliced red onions, chips and dip, lettuce and sliced 
tomatoes and pickles, salsa, condiments, a cake and a fruit 
pie and brownies or cookies.   As usual, our host will provide 
a watermelon and vanilla ice cream.  The Club will provide 
all the paper goods.

 After our luncheon, we will have a meeting and 
discussion of upcoming events and a drawing.  Please join us.  
We look forward to seeing you.  The more the merrier.  Each 
member should bring something to donate to the drawing.  

 If you have lawn chairs or folding picnic tables, we 
need you to bring those along too.

 Anyone who can come early to help Kathy put up 
the canopies and set the tables, it will be much appreciated.  
Kathy usually arrives by 10 AM.

 Please call Hospitality Chairperson Kathy Clements 
at (323)292-5460 (h) or (310)670-6276 (w) or cell (213)703-
7809 to RSVP for the Summer Pot Luck Social & Barbecue.  
Please call sooner rather than later, one way or the other.  
Feel free to email Kathy at curfmeistr@aol.com to RSVP.

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
 Have you lost or misplaced any of 
our “Mendoza Produced” issues?  Not to 
worry. We have some available for sale to 
members to benefit the treasury, starting 
with Issue #103 February 1, 2000.  

 If you would like any back issues, 
they are $2.00 each plus one first class 
stamp per copy.  Please make your 
checks out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and 
mail your requests to our Membership 
Secretary Kathy Clements.

 You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on LINKS 
then ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries Chapter #48.  
From there you can download the most recent on-line issues in 
Adobe Reader beginning with Issue #129 February 1, 2005
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Why I think the Star Wars stamps are a good idea.  

 I think it will generate a lot of revenue for the USPS.  
Many people all over the world love Star Wars.  After thirty 
years and six movies, it is more popular than ever.  Many 
collectors are upset because several of the stamps depict 
living people, even though they depict characters in a film.  
I say, “so what” if they are living people.  Many countries in 
the world depict living people on their stamps.  Australia puts 
all of their Olympic gold medalists on stamps with their gold 
medals.  New Zealand has put living people on their stamps as 
well.  Countries all over the world put members of their royal 
families on stamps and have for centuries.  I recently read 
an article that Switzerland is issuing a stamp honoring Roger 
Federer.  He is the number one tennis player in the world and 
has proven himself a world class champion in many ways.

 Many countries have broken their own rules about 
putting living people on stamps, so why not us.  We need to 
get into the 21st century.  As the world changes, many things 
change and stamps are one thing that show those changes.  
Look at how many countries issue stamps that depict our 
popular culture.  Many of these countries are just looking to 
raise revenue for themselves, but so what!  If stamps can help 
a small third-world country raise revenue, that’s O.K. with me.  
The USPS is always complaining about not enough revenue 
and is now doing something about it by issuing Warner Bros 
cartoon characters, the Disney characters, the DC comic book 
heroes, and now the Star Wars movies.  I think it is great for 
the USPS and the hobby of stamp collecting.
                                       -----Shirley Ulling

A non-collector’s take on Star Wars stamps.
 
 These stamps are done of the CHARACTERS of the 
Star Wars movies.  Some are human, some are not.  I perceive 
the human characters as just that - characters.  Therefore, I 
do not have a problem with their images on the stamps.

 I am not a stamp collector, although I have participated 
in stamp activities with my friend Kathy Clements, whom I 
have known for almost forty years.  I attended the Muppets 
First Day ceremony for her when she was in the hospital.  I 
do not know the official rules of what can and cannot be put 
on a U.S. stamp, although Kathy tells me the U.S. regulation 
is that a person must be dead before he/she can have their 
image on a stamp. Personally, I do not have a problem with 
“people who are still alive” being on stamps.
   -----Kathy Gregory

Two opinions on the Star Wars stamps.
 
 When I first saw the stamps, I had an instant objection 
to them.  It was not really because there were living people 
on them, although that was an issue.  It went along with the 
problem I have had since Marilyn Monroe, the Warner Bros 
cartoon characters and the Disney characters.  These were 
“marriages” with corporate America for the simple purpose of 
making huge piles of money.  Corporate greed!  I am a simple 
person and I was offended, especially since members of our 
club initially had trouble getting into First Day ceremonies 
held at movie studios.  VIPs only!  We were not welcome.  
I missed the Monroe ceremony because I would not pay to 
get into Universal Studios just to attend a First Day event.  I 
am very passionate about philately, but I must draw the line 
somewhere.
 
 After attending the Star Wars First Day ceremony 
and the convention three days in a row, I have changed my 
opinion.  The stamps are fun and garnered lots of attention.  If 
the sale of these stamps and their kind will postpone another 
rate increase, then it’s okay with me.  I need to get with the 
21st century program, like my pal Shirley said.
                              -----Kathy Clements

*In my humble opinion.
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USS GRAMPUS
Overdue, Presumed Lost

By John Pollock

 Many of the submarines that were lost during World 
War II, mainly in the Pacific Ocean, were sunk with no 
survivors. Those were identified as such after they failed to 
report to their command base or failed to return from patrol. For 
those losses, no credible details exist in how the submarines 
actually perished. They were labeled, overdue, presumed lost, 
cause unknown. Such was the case of USS Grampus (SS207) 
under the command of John Rich Craig, who left Brisbane 
Australia for Grampus’s sixth patrol on February 11, 1943. 

 USS Grampus was a Tambor class design of which 
twelve were built in the 1940-41 time-frame. Of these, seven 
were lost, a high casualty rate. The USS Tautog a submarine 
of this class, held the record for sinking the most ships, she 
sank twenty-six and survived the war. 

 Grampus was commissioned on May 23, 1941. Its 
major features were: length 307 feet, surface displacement 
1475 tons, six torpedo tubes on the bow and four on the stern, 
one three inch deck gun, four engines and a diving depth of 
250 feet.

 Figure 1 show a naval cover dated May 23, 1941, 
commemorating the day of commission. The cover is franked 
by a 1¢ American Poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Sc 864 
and a 2¢ American Inventor Samuel F. B. Morse Sc 890. The 
cover has a USS Grampus postmark with the slogan “NEW 
LONDON CONNECTICUT”. The cachet design shows a 
profile of a submarine framed by a grampus fish at the top and 
a notation on the sides stating, “First day of postal service.” 
On the left side is an image of Uncle Sam. The notation 
inside the framed cachet at the top tells that the submarine 
was “Commissioned at the New London, Conn. Submarine 
Base” and below the image “Lt. Comdr. E.S. Hutchinson, 
USN, commanding.” At the bottom, as part of the frame is 
the designation of “ANCS Argonauts,” the cover sponsoring 
agency. Just below that are the names of the cachet designers, 
Glen Osborn and Bob Walton. The cover is addressed to Earl 
J. Brown 209 South 9th. Street, Escanada, MI.

 Figure 2 shows a naval cover dated March 5, 2003, 
prepared for the 60th anniversary of the loss of Grampus. 
The cover is franked with a 37c Flag coil stamp Sc 3631. 
The cover has a Groton CT. Submarine Base postmark. The 
cachet shows a United States Navy photograph profile of 
the submarine together with a brief narrative explaining the 
history of Grampus, and an “On Eternal Patrol” insignia. The 
cover is sponsored by Adm. Byrd Chapter #11 USCS, and 
was prepared by John Lyding. The reverse side of the cover 
(not shown), indicates that the cachet design is number 50 
and the cover is 24 of 33 made.
   
 Grampus, under the command of Edward Shillingford 
Hutchinson left Pearl Harbor in February 1942, for the 
submarine’s first war patrol. The patrol area was the Marshall 
Islands and Truk, key bases for deployment of Japanese 
naval forces. During this patrol Hutchinson struck gold by 
attacking and sinking an 8600 ton freighter. After forty-five days 
on patrol Grampus returned to base. In April, Hutchinson’s 
second patrol saw him being repositioned from Pearl Harbor 
to Fremantle Australia. On his way to the new base he was 
told to reconnoiter around the Marshall and Caroline Islands 
and look for any pickings. Before reaching the islands, 
his command diverted him to try and intercept a damaged 
Japanese carrier Shokaku which was limping back to Truk. 
Grampus made a valiant effort to reach the pathway point of 
interception but was too late; the carrier had already passed 
and found safety in Truk harbor. On Hutchinson’s third patrol off 
Manila in the Philippines proved a hardship on the crew and the 
Captain. Many crew members became ill from food and water 
poisoning. However, the submarine did make one encounter, 
attacking a tanker and a seaplane ferry; many torpedoes were 
fired but all missed. When Hutchinson returned to Fremantle, 
Lockwood the base commander reprimanded him for poor 
performance and by not being aggressive enough. He was 
replaced by John Rich Craig.
  
 In October 1942, under the command of Craig, 
Grampus was assigned to patrol the Solomon Islands. This 
was the fourth patrol for Grampus and Craig’s first. It turned 
out to be a disappointing one even though Craig sighted many 
enemy ships. Craig attacked six times firing many torpedoes 
with no results. The base commander was not happy with 
his performance. In December Grampus went on her fifth 
patrol, 

Continued on page 12



Letters To The Managing Editor:

 Kathy, another superb edition.  Thanks for sending 
it.  I always enjoy reading Ries’ Pieces.
Betty Hundley, Cachetmaker Directory Editor
Houston, TX

 Kathy, You were a big hit at the Alexia Scott Ca-
chet Coloring Contest Awards Ceremony.  The kids loved 
it…and you too!  So, you are now an annual invite here at 
St. Anastasia’s School.
Dr. Tom Petoskey, Science Teacher

 Kathy, the Spring newsletter was worth waiting for.  
The editing on my articles was superb.  Could not be bet-
ter.  Please forward this information to your editorial staff.
John Pollock

again to the Solomon Islands. This was a repeat performance, 
many sightings, many ships, attacked seven times. It was a 
futile effort with no sinking. In February 1943, trying to get 
blood out of a stone, Craig again was sent out on Grampus’s 
sixth patrol to the same area. This time it was fatal. Grampus 
attacked one ship and was believed to have caused some 
damage, but no sinking. That information was the last 
transmittal from Grampus. Thereafter she became overdue 
and later presumed lost. Speculation is, because there 
were too many communications with the base it alerted the 
Japanese to the submarine’s location and that two destroyers 
may have sunk her on or about March 5, 1943.

 References:
 Ireland, Bernard, Naval History of World War II.

Continued from page 11
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  CEREMONY INVITATIONS
 Ries Chapter members interested in attending local 
First Day Ceremonies should contact Membership Secretary 
Kathy Clements no later 
than six weeks before a 
ceremony you would like 
to attend.  This way your 
name can be given to the 
USPS so you will receive 
an invitation in a timely 
manner.  The invitation 
list will be updated for 
each event.

 If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second 
day or otherwise in our local Southern California area, 
kindly contact Kathy as soon as you know so others can 
make arrangements to participate if they are interested.  
If you have computer access, email the information to the 
membership at large.

 If you want to attend the following ceremonies, 
please let Kathy know:

James Stewart August 17th  Burbank
Gerald R. Ford  August 31st  Rancho Mirage

DUES PLEASE
 Ries Chapter dues are payable in November and 
December for the following calendar year.  If you haven’t 
done so, please send your $15 dues to Kathy Clements 
right away.  Please make your check out to “RIES 
CHAPTER #48 AFDCS”.  

 Some newer members will be asked to pay 
partial dues so everyone is on the same renewal 
schedule. 

 Now that the newsletter is available free over the 
Internet on the AFDCS website, some might say, “Why 
do I need to pay my dues?”  Only dues paying members 
are eligible for drawings at club meetings.  And only paid 
up members are eligible for our famous Dave Bennett 
Ries Chapter Event Covers.

 The bottom line is, we want you to be a paid up 
member of ”The Club That Eats!”

 The Following members need to pay their dues:   
Mike Mendoza (two years) and Tina Phillips.

 The following members have been dropped for 
non-payment of dues:  Regi Ausmus, John O. Bailey, 
Louis Bushnell, Mario Cruz, Coni Nettles and Jack Rubin.

We Need 
Your Photos
     Since we are doing our 
newsletter on-line, we can 
have one of great proportions.  
There are no space limitations 
as to the newsletter length.  
So, please send us your candid photos, with 
captions, from First Day Ceremonies and other 
club events. You don’t need to write a story to go 
with them, if you don’t want to.   Please email us 
copies of your most recent First Day Covers too.  
Share them with club members and get some free 
publicity.  Maybe you will make a sale or two.  We 



Covers by Shirley Ulling
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KIDS ALERT
DONATIONS 
NEEDED
 The Ries Chapter now has an on-going relationship 
with the 5th & 6th grade students at St. Anastasia Catholic 
School in Westchester.  We are considered part of their 
school family and have been invited back for the 2nd 
Annual Alexia Scott Cachet Coloring Contest for the fall 
term.

 Our Contest Chairperson, Kathy Clements, 
wants to have a good supply of freebies to hand out to 
the children.  Whatever you can donate will be much 
appreciated.  

 We need cut corners, used mixtures, albums, 
catalogs, covers, and any stamp supplies.  Kathy will also 
take back issues of Scott Stamp Monthly.
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Variations: Change Is Good
Do Something Different, If It Makes You 

Happy
By Kathy Clements

 I have been a philatelist since 1958 and an autograph 
collector since 1970.  I’ve collected FDC’s since 1982.  Over 
the years I’ve “gathered” AC, AM and HF covers.  In the 90s 
I began using these FDC’s as the basis for a new autograph 
collecting medium.  In this way they serve double duty and 
bring me great pleasure and become treasures instead of just 
common covers.

 In 1986, I began my handmade cachet line.  The first 
set of covers, for the Statue of Liberty Centennial Weekend 
Celebration, were pasted up clip art and reproduced on linen 
paper on a simple copy machine and then hand colored.  They 
were a beacon of things to come as all thirteen in the set were 
combos.

 In 2002, my friend Linda Tucker expanded her creative 
card-making hobby to include scrapbooking.  On one occasion 
I accompanied her on a trip to the local Michael’s and noticed 
the huge array of 3-D embellishments.  To my great surprise, 
I found a pack of Jolee’s with the legendary Hollywood Sign 
among other things.  These were perfect for my main topic of 
entertainment.  It was good timing for me as the Cary Grant 
stamps were about to be issued in Hollywood.  (Fig 1)

 After a trip to NYC in the fall of 2002, I too became an 
active scrapper and now regularly use 3-D embellishments to 
adorn my entertainment related FDC’s.  My favorite so far is 
the movie theater box of popcorn.  (Fig 2)

 In 2003, I decided to use one of my newly learned 
paper techniques, quilling, for the Cesar Chavez issue.  (Fig 
3)  Quilling is the art of creating decorative designs from thin 
strips of curled or rolled paper.  This age-old art has been 
around since the Renaissance which dates back about three 
to four centuries.  During this time, nuns used small edges 
trimmed from Bible pages to create simple but beautiful forms 
of artistry.  Using a single tool, long strips of paper are tightly 
wound and released to form complicated and complex shapes.  
This form of art was also known as “paper filigree”.  Because 
of how the scraps of paper were wrapped around goose quills 
to create coiled shapes, it later became known as quilling.

 Because my covers are all hand-made, I cannot avail 
myself of the new digital color cancels.  So, for years I have 
made my own by coloring in the pictorials,  (Fig 4), or by 
simply using a multi-colored ink pad when servicing the covers 
myself.  (Fig 5)  The first time I used my signature purple was 
for Audrey Hepburn.  (Fig 6)

Continued on page 16
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“Candle-labra”
June 11  Rick Whyte
June 17  Ralph Achgill
June 21  Bob Lewin
July 18  Rick Range
August 3 Michael Fuscaro
August 18 Norman Elrod
August 20 Ron Tate
August 23 Jay Bigalke

 Our Webmaster, Rick Range, has agreed 
to continue to manage eBay sales for our 
Chapter.  We thank him for providing this most 
valuable service for us.

 We need your handmade limited edition 
covers.  We can also use any donations of extra 
philatelic stuff you might have around the house 
that you don’t really want any more.   Please send 
your donations directly to Rick at 4 Del Brienza 
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532.

WRITE YOUR OWN BIOGRAPHY
NEW MEMBERS

 To all the new members of our group, you are 
hereby invited to write your own and include a snapshot 
if you like.  It can be as long and as detailed as you like.  
We want to know all about you.

COVER TRADING
 To all those members who make covers and want 
to trade for a special topic or postmark that you collect.  
Compose your want list and email the copy to Newsletter 
Managing Editor Kathy Clements in time for the August 1st 
issue.  We will be happy to post it for you.

WRITE YOUR OWN 
ADVERTISING

 To all those members who make covers and want 
to sell them, here is your opportunity for free advertising.  
Compose your ad.  Include a picture of one of your latest 
covers, if you like.    Send it off to our Managing Editor Kathy 
Clements in time for the August 1, 2007 newsletter.

YULE TUBER 
AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER
By Kathy Clements
 
 Last year the Ries Chapter voted to contribute $300 
to the AFDCS Color Publication Fund for the December 1st 
issue in exchange for a 3-page color spread in First Days 
spotlighting our chapter.  

 It was slow getting started, but when Riesers’ first 
live auction took off, it raised $2,280.  Annie Lewin told us 
that since the auction took so long, she had better order 
pizza so we could regain our strength!  

 It is my personal opinion that we should hold 
another live auction at this years’ Yule Tuber.  What do you 
think Riesers?  Let the officers know what you think.
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The Force Was With Me
By Kathy Clements

 The morning of May 25th began with a trip to my post 
office to purchase many sheets of the new Star Wars stamps.  
It took almost the entire day to “lick and stick” the stamps on 
the majority of my 511 covers.  At three o’clock I made my way 
the six miles from my home to the Los Angeles Convention 
Center to begin the arduous task of canceling my covers.  

 After being extorted $12 to park, I walked around 
until I found the USPS tent. There, fellow Riesers Florence 
“Via” Villaseñor, Ron Sobel, Gladys Jones and Ron Tate (who 
had come in from San Antonio), were busily servicing their 
covers, but making little headway because of the wind that 
was flapping the tablecloths and our covers and the sheets 
of stamps.  I concluded almost immediately that I wouldn’t 
finish because I was without my usual “right hands,” my pals 
Bonnie Fuson and Shirley Ulling.  I couldn’t get in any sort 
of efficient rhythm cancelling and putting the still-wet covers 
into my “blotter” books.  

 After several hours, the postal employees began 
closing up shop, so I packed up all of my stuff.  I even helped 
fold the bright royal blue USPS tablecloths and chatted with 
the very friendly team that had been assembled by Alvetia 
Smith, the customer service manager of the USPS in charge 
of the event.

  At this point, Ron Sobel mentioned that he was going 
to try to go to the First Day Ceremony that was to begin at 7:30 
p.m.  I planned to go home along with the others, as we were 
all extremely tired after a very long day.  However, as I was 
leaving, I was given a convention pass, so Ron convinced me 
that I should come with him and get in the very long line for 
the First Day Ceremony.  With some cajoling, we were able 
to get past all the security and go to the “second” line.  While 
standing there, we noticed Riesers John Peterson and Jay 
Bigalke in another line.  We decided to go stand with them and 
chat and pass the time.  Soon, Jay and John and the rest of 
the folks with media credentials were let in, which made our 
line considerably smaller.  Then, surprisingly, we were let in 
next.  

 While we waited for the ceremony to begin in this 
cavernous room with 8,000 seats, I pondered what had taken 
place over the last hour and I had to laugh.  Our club had 
been told for months that the only way we could get into the 
ceremony would be to pay for a convention day pass, which 

Ron did.  It was a total surprise to me that I got in.  I was most 
impressed and amazed at the overwhelming crowd of fans.  
Every seat was filled with Jedi Knights, Ewoks, Darth Vaders, 
Emperors, Boba Fetts, Princess Leias, Han Solos, Jar Jar 
Binks, Obi-Wan Kenobis, Storm Troopers, Darth Mauls and 
various Skywalkers and other costumed characters.  It looked 
like a cadet review.  I was very impressed with the attention to 
detail and the time and effort that these fans went to and the 
party atmosphere that took over the room.  When the lights 
were dimmed, the room abounded with a phalanx of light 
sabers in a dizzying array of colors.  

 The evening’s events began with live piano music.  
When Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa was introduced 
to declare it “Star Wars Day in Los Angeles”, he was met with 
boos from the crowd.  Councilwoman Jan Perry followed with 
a resolution.  Various Lucas Film executives spoke and there 
was a clip of George Lucas, who was not present but in London 
working on a film.  The Trojan marching band was there with 
Storm Troopers carrying flags of the galaxies.  Then came 
the parade of “celebrities” of the various Star Wars films who 
took up considerable space on the stage.  The most amazing 
thing was the birthday cake that was passed out to the entire 
crowd of 8,000 space aliens, press and a very small group of 
First Day Cover collectors.

 The ceremony was, in my opinion, a very minimal part 
of the evening’s festivities and only took a few minutes.  Anita 
Bizzotto, chief marketing officer of the USPS, unveiled the 
sheet of stamps and the winner of the nationwide poll, Yoda.

 As soon as the “ceremony” part of the program was 
completed, I attempted to leave for home.  On the way out, I 
ran into another Rieser, Elena Cornejo.  I felt that something 
was amiss as the departing crowd was directed   “out a certain 
way.”  When I reached the street, I was told I could go no further 
as there was a bomb scare.  After a few minutes, I decided 
to walk around the perimeter of the huge convention center 
in the other direction away from all the police cars.  I ran into 
Jean Picker Firstenberg, Director and CEO of the American 
Film Institute and a member of the Citizens Stamp Advisory 
Committee.  She said, “I’m lost” and asked me if I knew a way 
into the parking structure.  I didn’t let on that I knew who she 
was, but pointed her in the right direction.

 Saturday, Shirley Ulling, Ron Sobel and I went to 
the Canoga Park main post office to get their R2D2/C3PO 
pictorial.  Ron had been there the day before for their First Day 
of Sale event and had made arrangements with Postmaster 
Robert Swanson for us to service our own covers.  When we 
arrived, we encountered a window supervisor who steadfastly 
refused to help us, claiming he knew nothing about any 
“arrangements.”  I politely quoted the USPS Rules for Collector 
Cancellations 231.3 Cooperation With Collectors, twice.  This 
was the supervisor’s reply, “That may or may not be true, but 
I’m not going to spend any time researching it!”   My pleadings 
fell on deaf ears.
 
 At this point, Ron arrived and proceeded to “convince” 
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this man that he should call the postmaster as we were not 
leaving without our cancels.   I went outside and sat on the 
curb as I do not do loud confrontations any more.  As other 
customers finished their business and came out to their cars, 
they commented on their experiences with the unpleasant 
window supervisor.  Ten minutes later, Shirley came out to 
tell me that the postmaster was being contacted and I should 
come back inside.  She mentioned that some of the customers 
in line were cheering Ron on in support of our request.  Soon, 
a subordinate came out with two canceling devices.

 With this, Ron, Shirley and I moved down to the 
far end of the lobby into the box section and took over two 
counters and spread out all of our stuff.  Ron had brought 
a card table and chairs so we made ourselves at home and 
began to service our covers.  After a few minutes, Lydia 
D. Harris, USPS Supervisor of Customer Services for the 
Canoga Park Main Post Office came out to see if there was 
anything she could do for us.  She was extremely pleasant 
and chatty, “making nice” after speaking to the postmaster 
no doubt.  

 After a few hours, Harvinder Jandu, the Assistant 
Station Supervisor, came out to check on us.  He also asked 
if we needed anything.  We wanted to know what Star Wars 
“goodies” they had for sale as there was nothing in the lobby 
that we could see.  He made a few notes and soon returned 
with two boxes, plus the poster from the day before noting 
what they had for sale and the prices and a few of everything 
they had for sale.  “Harvey” stayed with us while we stood 
in line to make our purchases.  Making nice, again.  Guess 
who had to wait on us? You’re right, the unpleasant window 
supervisor.  You can ask Shirley, this guy could barely look at 
us as we purchased $300 in souvenirs.  He had to ring up our 
stuff in four separate transactions because I was buying for 
myself, Bonnie and Ron, who was still in the corner watching 
all of our stuff.  When I presented Ron’s American Express 
card to make his purchase, the supervisor never batted an 
eye when I signed Ron’s name!

 We canceled our newly purchased postcards and 
made sure there was nothing left to do.   Then we packed 
up all of our stuff.  In the meantime, Lydia came out again to 
check on us.  By this time, Shirley had gone over to look at 
a Super Heroes framed piece and ended up spending some 
more money.  So all in all, it was a good day for the Canoga 
Park main post office in spite of the unfriendly welcome we 
had received.  Before we left, I went back to the main desk 

and asked to see the window supervisor so I could return the 
canceling devices to him and thank him personally for his 
hospitality.  On our way out, the three of us had our picture 
taken with the R2D2 mail box in front of the post office.  

 Shirley and I said our good byes to Ron and made our 
way downtown to the Convention Center.  By the time we got 
there, the USPS had already closed their tent on the street.  
We went inside and wandered around until we found the main 
hall.  Since Shirley didn’t have a convention pass, we didn’t 
know if she could get in.  When we asked the guard, he said 
he “would look the other way” since all we wanted was to go 
to the post office booth.   When we approached the booth, 
we had only a slight problem convincing the USPS people to 
let us cancel our own covers.  A great many thanks to Sunrae 
Dawson, the new USPS Retail Manager for the Los Angeles 
District, whom we finally met.  She replaced our good friend 
and ally Pierre Bohamed, who retired recently.  Sunrae was 
very receptive to us and gave us her card and told us to contact 
her any time.

 On Sunday morning I ventured out again to the 
convention center to finish servicing my covers and some 
esoteric items.  When I arrived at the postal booth, I found Via 
“licking and sticking and canceling” more of her covers.  Elena 
was there briefly, but vanished before we could chat.  After I 
finished my covers, I went about taking pictures of the most 
interesting conventioneers dressed in elaborate costumes.  I 
was pleased to run into C3PO and had my picture taken with 
him.

 Since my birthday was the next day, I looked around 
the dealer room to see if there was something I couldn’t live 
without.  I purchased a Force FX collectible light saber, a 
replica of the one Samuel L. Jackson used when he portrayed 
Mace Windu in Star Wars III: Revenge of the Sith.  It has a 
realistic metal hilt, authentic sound effects, a glowing purple 
blade and is officially licensed.  Coincidentally, Mace Windu 
was a Jedi Master of legendary status and a diplomat by 
nature.  His wisdom and powers are legendary, as is the weight 
of his words.

 Since I got to the convention late each day, I was 
not aware of all the give-a-ways from the various collectible 
booths.  The best stuff was all gone by the time I made 
a concerted effort to peruse all of the booths on Sunday 
afternoon.  However, because I was wearing my Ries Chapter 
name badge, I was able to get a bag of Star Wars.com 30th 
anniversary rubber bracelets and Hasbro gave me some 
convention souvenir coins.

 All in all, the Star Wars weekend was loads of fun, but 
lots of work.  I took Monday off for my 59th birthday at a small 
intimate barbecue at Bee and Shirley’s house in Burbank.

 May the Force Be With You!
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1. Article must be typed as a Word document, MAC or PC the latest   
 version possible.
2. Article width - 3 5/8” or 7 1/2”.
3. Type style  Arial
4. Type size 10 point.
5. No rules or boxes.
6. Please spell check and proof read your article for correct grammar &   
 punctuation.
7. Send article on a disk, PC or MAC and a hard copy print out.
8. Scan all cachet illustrations against a black background to include a 1/8”  
  black border around each.

I use a MAC and PageMaker 7.0 program for publishing the newsletter. If you have photos 
or illustrations, please send me the originals and I will scan and return your original or scan & 
save as a jpeg, or pdf file and e-mail as attachment.
Newsletter publishing schedule:  

  August 1, 2007  article deadline July 1, 2007
  October 1, 2007  article deadline Sept. 1, 2007
  December 1, 2007  article deadline Nov. 1, 2007
  
Mail articles to:  Mike Mendoza • 16534 Farmington St. • Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone:  760-948-7158      
e-mail:  mike.b.mendoza@usa.net

Specifications for Newsletter 
Articles
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CLAUDE C. RIES CHAPTER, AFDCS
16534 Farmington St.
Hesperia, CA 92345

“FIRST CLASS”

IF YOUR NEWSLETTER HAS A BRIGHTLY

COLORED MAILING

LABEL YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS EXPIRED

AND THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE.

Litvak’s Latherings .................................... 1
RIP George Turner ................................... 1
Editors Note .............................................. 2
Q & A ........................................................ 3
“What’s Doing” .......................................... 4
Red Dog Covers ....................................... 4
Covers by Via ........................................... 5
Wecome New Members ........................... 5
We Need Your Articles & Photos .............. 6
Web Sightings .......................................... 6
Ceremony Invitations ................................ 6
Ronald McDonald House.......................... 7
Americana Issue Part 8 ............................ 8
Back Issues Availble ................................. 9
Summer Pot Luck ..................................... 9
IMHO* ..................................................... 10
USS Grampus .........................................11
Letters to the Editor ................................ 12

INSIDE SCOOP

We Need Your Photos ............................ 12
Ceremony Invites.................................... 12
Dues Please ........................................... 12
Covers by Shirley Ulling ......................... 13
Kids Alert ................................................ 14
Variations: Change is Good .................... 15
“Candle-labra”......................................... 16

Help! ....................................................... 16
Write Your Own Bio ................................ 16
Cover Trading ......................................... 16
Write Your Own Advertising .................... 16
Yule Tuber Auction.................................. 16
Covers by Bonnie Fuson ........................ 17
The Force Was With Me ......................... 18
Covers by Kathy Clements ..................... 19
Club Membership Form .......................... 22
Specs For Articles................................... 22


