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By Michael Litvak 

  
 Attending ORCOEXPO on Saturday, January 
12th, was a thoroughly enjoyable experience for me in a 
number of ways.  
 
 After arriving at the Embassy Suites in Anaheim 
at about 10:30 a.m., I ran into Shirley Ulling, and we 
exchanged our usual hugs. I gave her some more 
auction material to include in her listings for the April 15, 
2008, American First Day Cover Society Auction #66.  
After that, we went our separate ways in search of some 
interesting material for our collections. During my 
search, I was able to find a few freaks (stamps, not 
people!) and some stamp show labels. When I saw 
Shirley at one of the dealers’ booths, I noticed that she 
was having a good deal of success, too.  At noon 
Shirley, Bob Lewin, Via Villaseñor, Paula Kinports and I 
ate lunch together and shared philatelic and personal 
stories in the hotel café/restaurant. (We do this lunch 
together every year at ORCOEXPO.)  
 
 Our Chapter Meeting began at 1:15 p.m., with 
about 25 members in attendance. We were very pleased 
to hear from Kathy Clements that our treasury was 
“overflowing” with almost $8000. We approved the 
purchase of a color laser printer, so that Kathy will be 

able to print out double-sided newsletters for our “snail-
mail” members. We considered the cost of color printing 
at Staples and determined that the purchase of the new 
printer would pay off in the long run. 
 
 We also discussed our contributing to the 
AFDCS Color Publication Fund so that an extra color 
issue of FIRST DAYS can be published this year. We 
did not approve a specific amount, as we did not know at 
that time the total contribution to be made by the 
Graebner Chapter. Once we receive that information, we 
will ask our members to approve a matching 
contribution. 
 
 Dates and locations for future gatherings were 
discussed and approved. Our Annual Taco Fiesta at 
Shirley and Bee’s house in Burbank is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 30th. And, our Annual Tuber Fest will 
take place at Bob and Annie Lewin’s home in Temecula 
on Sunday, December 14th. Once we speak with 
Frederick Langford about our summer barbeque, we will 
announce the date. 
 
 Kathy brought special Get Well cards that were 
circulated and signed by all members present to be sent 
to two outstanding Texas cachetmakers, Lois Hamilton 
and newest Ries Chapter member Monte Eiserman, who 
are ailing.  Ladies please get well soon. 
 
 After we ended discussion of Chapter business, 
we were treated to a very interesting and informative 
presentation on “Stamp Auction Bidding” by Bob Lewin. 
Some of the topics he covered included “Why buy at 
auction?”, “How to protect yourself at a live auction”, 
“Mail bidding”, and “How much do you trust the 
auctioneer”. If you wish to get a copy of Bob’s notes, 
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which he gave to all attendees, I suggest you contact 
him directly. 
 
 Because our meeting room was needed by Allen 
Klein for a presentation to another group, we had to 
conduct our usual cover raffle in a different way. Instead 
of using raffle tickets, I announced that everyone could 
simply come up to the table of donations and select one 
cover . . . without screaming and fighting. Members 
conducted themselves in such a nice manner that I 
might consider doing it this way again in the future. 
 
 As we have done in the past at ORCOEXPO, we 
planned to meet for dinner at Buca de Beppo, the family 
style Italian restaurant adjoining the parking lot of the 
Embassy Suites. Unfortunately, we were informed that 
they “could not accommodate our large group”, leaving 
us to quickly decide upon an alternate restaurant. We 
were fortunate to be able to have our dinner get-together 
at the Outback Restaurant, which was only a half block 
away. About 15 of us enjoyed a variety of appetizers, 
salads, soups, and entrees while sitting outside. The 
standup heaters and the lively conversations kept us all 
warm and cozy.  As you can tell, these experiences at 
ORCOEXPO made for an enjoyable start to the new 
year. 

 
 

Welcome To This Happy Place! 

 
Flying in the face of the “stamp collector” 

stereotype is the Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 of the 
American First Day Cover Society.  The passion and joy 
we find in our hobby, and in each other in our 
explanation of it, is showcased in our newsletter, Ries’ 
Pieces.  Visit us on our website and read through some 
of the back issues.  It’s full of private enthusiasms, 
camaraderie, parties, events, fascinating information, 
characters, explosions of talent, and lots of food!  (Foster 
Miller dubbed us “the chapter that eats!”) Anyone can 
join.  All are welcome.  And if you live (or visit) Southern 
California, jump in.  The water’s fine. 

 
Posted on the Virtual Stamp Club on December 

5, 2007, by Bonnie Fuson. 

WEB SIGHTINGS 

 
 

You can visit our website at 
http://www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks go to 
Rick Range for designing and maintaining our site.  If 
anyone has any suggestions for additions to the site, you 
can contact Rick at sales@thepostmark.com.  Also the 
National AFDCS website, www.afdcs.org has a link to 
our website. 

 
We need new pictures on our website.  Please 

contact Rick and ask him how he wants to receive your 
club photos. 

 

What’s Doin’?” 

 
March 30 NOON
  8th Annual Taco Fiesta 
  Burbank, CA 
 
May 13  Frank Sinatra FDOI 
   
June 17  Ray & Charles Eames FDOI 
  Santa Monica, CA 
 
June  Bette Davis FDOI 
  Los Angeles, CA  
 
August  Art of Disney: Imagination FDOI 
 
December 14 Tuber Fest 
  Temecula, CA 
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Letters To The Editor 

 
Hi Kathy,  
Enclosed is my check for membership.  I have 

enjoyed reading Ries’ Pieces, hearing about American 
First Day Cover Society friends, etc., on the internet.  
With all this information, I should be ashamed for not 
sending a check sooner.  All of you keep up the good 
work. 

Mrs. Monte Eiserman 
 

 

Editor’s Corner 
 

 
 

Happy New Year to one and all from me to you.   
I hope you are surviving the cold snap that seems to be 
taking over the entire country.  I’m a native Angeleno 
and it’s just too cold for me.   As I write this, we are 
having a huge rain storm in Los Angeles.  The only thing 
good about this is that my grass needs watering.  It’s 
supposed to hail, too. 

 
Thanks to Bonnie Fuson for the very colorful 

Valentine’s masthead.  And don’t miss Doris Gold’s 
article about her beautiful and clever LOVE covers.  
What tremendous talent Doris possesses.  Thank you for 
sharing your love with us. You will find elegance, 
Americana and a dead president in this issue, too. 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Chapter Officers 
 
NEWSLETTER DESIGN MANAGER 
PRESIDENT: MICHAEL LITVAK 
1866 LOMA VISTA 
PASADENA, CA 91104-4005 
(626)798-5831 
litvaks@earthlink.net 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: DAVE BENNETT 
14418 MIRANDA STREET 
VAN NUYS, CA 91401-4232 
(818)988-0684 
bennettoons@earthlink.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY/TREASURER 
HOSPITALITY CHAIRPERSON: KATHY CLEMENTS 
(323)292-5460 
curfmeistr@aol.com 
 
NEWSLETTER COPY EDITOR: BONNIE FUSON 
3135 OAKCREST DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD, CA 90068-1855 
(323)851-7227 
taihia@aol.com 
 
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE: RICK WHYTE 
2870 TOWNE AVENUE #155 
POMONA, CA 91767-2071 
(909)624-9975 
rwhyte@webb.org 
 
 
WEB SITE: 
www.rieschapterafdcs.com 
eMail: info@rieschapterafdcs.com 
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AMERICANA ISSUE Part 9 
By John Pollock 

 
 This article is the last of nine parts. 
 

The 22nd Americana stamp design issued was 
the 50¢ Iron “Betty” Lamp Sc 1608 as shown in Fig 1.  

 

 
                                Fig. 1 
 
It displays a First Day Cover released in San 

Juan, PR, on September 11, 1979. There were 159,540 
FDCs produced for the event. The stamp on the cover 
depicts the lamp with quotation “America’s Light 
Sustained by Love of Liberty”, is colored black and 
orange on a tan background, engraved and 
lithographed, with perforation gauge 11. The cachet 
shows the lamp providing light for a gathering of freedom 
loving people and repeats the quotation on the stamp. 
The Betty lamp used fish oil as fuel. Its mechanical 
design of the arm and chain links enabled the user to 
lower and raise the lamp to the desired height. 

    
The 23rd Americana stamp design issued was 

the 3.1¢ nonprofit coil, Six-string Guitar Sc 1613 as 
shown in Fig 2.  

 

            
                              Fig. 2 
 
It shows a First Day Cover serviced at 

Shreveport, LA, on October 25, 1979. There were 
230,403 FDCs produced for the event. The stamps on 
the cover depict the guitar with quotation “Listen with 
Love to the Music of the Land”, is colored brown and 
yellow, tagged, with perforation gauge 10 vertical, and 
was designed by George Mercer. The cachet shows a 
young lady strumming the instrument and repeats the 

stamp quotation. Although these stamps were provided 
for nonprofit organizations, they were made available for 
philatelic purposes.  This cover is a prime example. The 
six-string guitar is the most common guitar and can be 
played solo or with a band. It is believed that it is an 
ancient instrument that reached Europe when the Moors 
conquered Spain in the Middle Ages. 

    
 The 24th Americana stamp design issued was 
the 3.5¢ nonprofit rate coil, Weaver Violins Sc 1813 as 
shown in Fig 3.  
 

                 
                                          Fig. 3  
             
 It shows a First Day Cover serviced at 
Williamsburg, PA, on June 23, 1980. There were 
716,988 FDCs produced for the event, including the 3.5¢ 
embossed envelope. The 3.5¢ stamps on the cover 
depict a pair of violins with quotation “The Music of 
America is Freedom’s Symphony”. The 8¢ Christmas 
stamp was applied to satisfy make-up as the first class 
mailing rate was 15¢. The violin stamps are colored 
purple and yellow with perforation gauge 10 vertical, 
another design by George Mercer. The cachet shows a 
threesome playing violins in harmony and repeats 
quotation on the stamp. An interesting combination is 
shown in Fig 4 which shows a First Day Cover of the 
3.5¢ embossed envelope Sc U590 which also was 
issued at the same time as the stamp.  
 

          
                                          Fig. 4 
 
 The embossed envelope is franked with an 8.4¢ 
bulk rate coil piano and 3.5¢ nonprofit violins to satisfy 
the make-up required for the first class mailing rate. The 
violin, a widely known instrument, is used in orchestras 
with other violins, as accompaniment in string quartets, 
and solo. The violin has four strings and is played with a 
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bow over the strings. The bow is springy and made from 
a special wood. It is recognized that the Chinese were 
the first to use the bow on string instruments. In the 
1600s the Italian Antonio Stradivari was the foremost of 
many who perfected the present day violin design. 
   
 The 25th and last Americana stamp design 
issued was the 12¢ Torch and Statue of Liberty Sc 1594 
as shown in Fig 5.  
 

         
                                         Fig. 5 
 
 It shows a First Day Cover serviced at Dallas, 
TX, on April 8, 1981. There were 280,930 FDCs 
produced for the event. The 12¢ stamp on the cover 
depicts the Torch of the Statue of Liberty with quotation 
“Freedom of Conscience an American Right”. The 5¢ 
Christmas stamp and the 1¢ inkwell and pen stamp were 
applied for make-up as the first class mailing rate was 
18¢. The torch stamp is colored red brown and beige 
with perforation gauge 11 x 10 ½. The cachet shows a 
frontal view of the upper portion of the Statue of Liberty, 
and repeats the quotation. The liberty torch is made with 
heavy duty lead glass. The artificial light is created from 
powerful incandescent and mercury vapor lights. The 
torch is raised by Lady Liberty’s right arm extending over 
305 feet above the base of the supporting pedestal. 
 
  Prior to writing this series I had a difficult time 
rationalizing the stamps issue’s title AMERICANA. In my 
mind, what the name represented was to envision 
browsing through antique shops, garage sales and 
weekend swap meets searching for any kind of 
memorabilia. However, after studying the meaning of the 
stamps and understanding the dictionary’s definition of 
the name, I soon learned that it represented real culture 
and history of the United States from colonial period 
through revolutionary war to present day, and not as I 
first envisioned, something that I could pick-up when 
rummaging in boutiques while traveling across America 
along Route 66. 
 
References: The World Book Encyclopedia  
 
 
 

SPRING POT LUCK SOCIAL 
TACO FIESTA  

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2008 

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 
HIGH NOON 

 
 

The 8th Annual Ries Chapter Mexican Fiesta is 
coming up.   You are cordially invited to join us on 
Sunday, March 30, 2008, at NOON at 835 N. Orchard 
Drive, in Burbank, CA 91506 at the home of Shirley 
Ulling.  Please call Shirley if you need directions. Her 
number is (818)846-8248. You can also email her at 
sulling1@excite.com. 
 

Our main course at this luncheon will be 
homemade enchiladas prepared by our hostesses, 
Shirley and Bee.  However, we will need the usual 
staples: sodas and ice tea, lots of black olives, chips and 
salsa (mild and hot), guacamole, a simple green salad, a 
cake and a fruit pie and brownies or cookies, and vanilla 
ice cream.   If someone wants to make a special side 
dish or dessert, we could use refried beans, black 
beans, or flan.  Maybe we can prevail upon Bonnie to 
make her famous albondigas soup, which was such a hit 
a few years ago at one of our parties.    If anyone wants 
to have a beer at this event, please bring your own.   As 
usual, the Club will provide all the paper & plastic goods.  
If you have folding chairs of any kind, please bring those 
along.  We need lawn chairs too and folding picnic 
tables. 
 

Please RSVP to Hospitality Chairperson, Kathy 
Clements as soon as possible and no later than 
Thursday, March 27th.    If you know you cannot attend, 
please call sooner rather than later.  If you are able to 
attend, please do not wait until 9 p.m. the night before 
the event to call to see what you can bring to the potluck.   
Look forward to seeing you on March 30, 2008. 

 
 Please remember that the gentlemen need to 
come early to help set up the tents. 

 
Kathy can be reached at work (310)670-6276; at 

home (323)292-5460; on cell (213)703-7809, or by email 
at curfmeistr@aol.com. 
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How To Cancel A 
Dead President 

By Kathy Clements 
 

My desert adventure in the Coachella Valley 
began on December 26, 2006, as the news of Gerald 
Ford’s passing hit the airwaves.  The President and 
Betty Ford lived in retirement in Rancho Mirage since 
1977 when he left office.  My mother retired to Rancho 
Mirage in 1980 and lived at the Mission Hills Country 
Club until her death in 2002.  So I consider the desert 
my home away from home and have a special love for 
the town and the friends I have there. 

In January 2007, I drove to La Quinta to visit a 
friend.  As I approached on the Interstate 10 freeway 
East, between Date Palm Drive and Bob Hope Drive, I 
noticed a billboard that had been put up by the City of 
Rancho Mirage.  It was blue with gold printing that said, 
“Gerald ‘Our’ Ford, 1913 - 2006.”  Regrettably, I did not 
have my camera handy to take a picture that I would 
have used as one of my cachets. 

For months I wrote to many important and 
influential persons in Rancho Mirage and Washington, 
DC, suggesting that at least one of the Ford ceremonies 
be held at the Annenberg Auditorium at the Eisenhower 
Medical Center in Rancho Mirage which has only one 
Zip Code 92270.  It seemed a logical choice to me as 
there isn’t any other public space there large enough to 
hold an inside ceremony, a necessity in the summer 
heat of the desert.  Mrs. Leonore Annenberg (a long-
time personal friend of the Ford’s) and any number of 
her wealthy and famous friends could be invited to the 
festivities along with local politicians and entertainment 
personalities who consider the desert home. 

I received some positive responses to my 
letters, even phone calls from local politicians wanting to 
be a part of the stamp ceremony, who only knew that it 
might happen because of my communications with them.  
I did receive a reply from the Mayor of Rancho Mirage 
that said in part, “As I am sure you are able to imagine, 
Mrs. Ford and the Ford family have received numerous 
communications and requests to honor and recognize 
the accomplishments of the President.  Out of deep 
respect and in accordance with the wishes of Mrs. Ford, 
as recently conveyed to the City Council, the City must 
regretfully decline to act as host of a First Day 
Ceremony.  The City of Rancho Mirage feels compelled 
to be guided by the wishes of our long-time neighbor and 
friend, Mrs. Ford, as she seeks privacy and peace.”   I 
did not receive any communications from anybody in the 
USPS when I first made my suggestion for an additional 

First Day site.  I felt that Rancho Mirage was just as 
logical as Grand Rapids, Michigan.   

On June 11th at the Ford Foundation dinner in 
Washington, DC, the stamp was unveiled.  However, 
when Rancho Mirage was mentioned as one of the First 
Day cities, the actual site of the ceremony was not.  The 
next day I called the Annenberg Center in Rancho 
Mirage and was informed by the receptionist, “while I 
was at lunch our PR director put a note on my desk to 
reserve the 500 seat auditorium for Friday, August 31st 
from 8 a.m. until noon.”  The kind receptionist took my 
name and number to give to their publicist who was to 
call me back the next day.  I waited until Thursday and 
called her back as she suggested I could.  Unfortunately, 
she did not have anything further to tell me.  So, I waited 
for the official announcement from the USPS. 

Ultimately, what had repeatedly been denied 
became a reality.  One of the Gerald R. Ford ceremonies 
would indeed be held in Rancho Mirage Friday, August 
31, 2007.   I don’t know why this date was chosen over 
July 14th on what would have been the Presidents’ 94th 
birthday except to say that the date was selected by the 
family.  In any case, when I heard the news, I was 
overjoyed.  I received an official invitation by snail mail 
on August 15th.   

     

 
                Ceremony Invitation 

 When it was announced some time later that 
the ceremony would actually be in Palm Desert, I knew 
immediately that the McCallum Theatre would be the 
place, as it has 1,127 seats. 

 
               McCallum Theatre 
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For months I had been planning my first day 
covers. However, when I knew that I would be attending 
the ceremony and could service them myself, I changed 
many of my designs.  I made specific covers for Rancho 
Mirage, Palm Desert, La Quinta, Cathedral City, and 
Palm Springs. 

 I searched through my “post office” (nicknamed 
for my usable stamp supply) and picked out appropriate 
stamps for my combo covers.  Half of these covers were 
“formatted” to receive my favorite unofficial “double-
ringed red round dater” for each of these cities. 

Finally, the time had come.  I spent days 
packing my stamp gear and “ceremony kit” (stamp 
tongs, blotter books, special quick-drying ink, canvas 
stamp pad, clean rags, Ries Chapter name badge and 
toothbrush to clean lint and debris off old cancelling 
devices) and I took some well-earned vacation days off 
work.  I packed lightweight clothes since the temperature 
in the “Valley” was over 110 degrees for months.  I drove 
down to Rancho Mirage as planned a few days in 
advance so I could scope out the post offices.  I settled 
in at the Mission Hills Country Club at the home of my 
late mother’s neighbors, the Eisens.  On Thursday 
morning I set out to go to the three post offices that I 
would visit on Friday after the ceremony.  I had 
Mapquested all the routes and had my itinerary.  I had 
notified Rancho Mirage Postmaster Vonda Hostetler, 
that Ries chapter members would be “making the 
rounds” for unofficial cancels, so they would be prepared 
for us.  I had also been in contact with Eva Sanchez, the 
USPS Customer Relations Coordinator from San Diego, 
who would be in charge of stamp sales and the 
cancellation tables.  San Diego Rieser John Peterson 
had asked Eva to bring some Grand Rapids ceremony 
programs to have for sale at the ceremony. 

I began Thursday in La Quinta.  Postmaster Lisa 
Cassidy told me there wouldn’t be a problem the next 
day and she would pick out the best round dater for me.  
She apologized though, that she only had black X-
Stampers, not red.  I thanked her and said this was 
totally acceptable.  I didn’t need to stop at Palm Desert 
as I had been assured that their round dater would be at 
the McCallum ceremony as well as the one for Rancho 
Mirage. 

   

 
                   La Quinta FDC 

 

 
                  Palm Desert FDC 

 

 
                 Rancho Mirage FDC 

Next stop the Cathedral City office on Date Palm 
Drive.  I had been in this very friendly place many times 
as this was the closest post office to my mother’s house 
at Mission Hills.  I waited my turn in the long line in the 
pleasantly cool building.  I had on my club name badge 
and I approached the counter holding one of my covers.  
I mentioned that I had spoken to Postmaster Hostetler 
and made my request.  I was met with, “That’s against 
postal regulations and I don’t know anything about any 
arrangements you made!”  I did my usual quote of the 
Rules for Collector Cancellations 231.3 Cooperation 
With Collectors to no avail.  When I asked to speak to 
the person in charge, Postmaster Audrey Manuel, I was 
told she wasn’t in and no one else was willing to speak 
to me.  I could see that look of fear that I had witnessed 
many times before when window clerks are asked to do 
something they are sure is against postal regulations!  
Where were all of the helpful clerks that I had 
encountered so many times in this post office?  I called 
Vonda and left a message on her voice mail.   
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              Cathedral City FDC 

Next on the list to visit was the Smoke Tree 
Station in Palm Springs.  I again waited in line, a very 
short one this time.  I asked for Postmaster Rich Romero 
when it was my turn.  He wasn’t in, but Yvonne Elliott, 
the clerk in charge came out to speak to me.  She was 
very pleasant and said she would look forward to seeing 
me the next day. 

 

 

 

 
                 Palm Springs FDC 

As I took my tired, overheated and dehydrated 
self back to Mission Hills, I got a call on my cell from 
Ries Chapter President Michael Litvak who had arrived 
with his family at a motel close by.  I was to notarize 
some documents for him, and then they took me to the 
movies and to have a bite to eat.  It was horribly hot and 
very humid.  We had a very pleasant evening by 
escaping into the cool theater. 

Friday morning I arose bright and chipper and 
happy to be alive, despite the darkened sky, clouds and 
more humidity.  It had rained during the night and 
lightning and thunder were expected later in the day.  I 
was excited and ready for my postmark pursuit.  I arrived 
at the McCallum Theatre and noticed a sign for press to 
enter at a side door.  The theatre wasn’t open to the 
public as yet.  I signed in and received a press kit, a B-
Roll DVD with production stills, and the DVD of the brief 
film that would be shown at the ceremony.  

 
B-Roll DVD with Production Stills 

 

 
                          DVD 

 

 
                         DVD Box 

 

I purchased a Grand Rapids ceremony program  
and my stamps and began the task of “licking and 
sticking”.  And then I cancelled them with the Palm 
Desert and Rancho Mirage red-daters and the FDOI 
postmark as necessary.  I soon noticed that fellow 
Riesers Michael Litvak and family, John Peterson and 
family, George Rost and Elena Cornejo began arriving. 
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 Grand Rapids Ceremony Program 

The regular theatre volunteers were there 
handing out programs to everyone. A very nice lady 
came up to me after I had taken my seat and asked 
about my name tag.  When I told her I was with a stamp 
club from Los Angeles and that many of our members 
couldn’t come, she asked if I needed any more 
programs.  She gave me five extras.  The theatre was 
only half full when the ceremony began. 

 

 

 
 Rancho Mirage Ceremony Program 

My favorite part of the event was meeting and 
collecting business cards from Postmaster Hostetler and 
the various station managers and supervisors in 
attendance.  Every one was friendly and helpful.  I 
couldn’t have asked for more.  I didn’t want to leave, 
especially since it was 111 degrees, very humid and 
rainy and thundery outside.  At one point when I was 
schmoozing with the postal folks, I was approached and 
asked if I wanted some programs to take home to the 
Ries members who couldn’t attend.  I was given 25 
more.  While in the lobby after the ceremony, I noticed 
the TV crews finishing up their reports.  I approached 
CBS2 reporter Natalie Brand and asked her if she was 
interested in interviewing a serious stamp collector.  I 
showed her my favorite handmade combo cover, which 
tells the story about President Ford taking office upon 
the resignation of Richard Nixon. I was to find out a few 
days later that I had appeared on the afternoon news in 
Palm Springs and that Natalie’s complete report was on 
the internet. 

 
Nixon Resigns - Ford Assumes Presidency 

As I was leaving I met Tyler Beltran, who was 
part of the Boy Scout honor guard in the ceremony.  He 
is 15 and a sophomore at La Quinta High School.  He is 
with Troop #50 in Indo, CA, and has been a Scout since 
first grade.  He was invited to participate in the ceremony 
because a senior patrol leader was needed to carry the 
American flag. 

 

 
               Tyler and Kathy 

When there was no more to do and the lobby 
was practically empty, George Rost and I started out on 
our trek for un-officials.  We did the same route that I 
had done by myself the day before.  After La Quinta and 
Cathedral City, we stopped for lunch at The River 
shopping center.  It was there that I realized that I had 
forgotten to cancel one of my programs, so we had to go 
to the Rancho Mirage main office after all.  
Coincidentally, it was just around the corner from Baja 
Fresh where we had lunch.  Upon entering the lobby, we 
encountered Postmaster Hostetler who laughed when 
she saw us again.  It was actually a good thing that we 
had to make this unplanned stop because we were able 
to get stacks of the blue post cards used to announce 
the ceremony that the USPS had put in the mail boxes of 
every resident of Rancho Mirage.  I knew about these as 
my host, Steve Eisen, had given me the two that he had 
received a few weeks earlier.  Rost and I had an 
uneventful afternoon as all of my previous days 
preparations had been worthwhile. 
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      Post Card Announcements   

The rewards for my many months of planning 
were an excellent ceremony and accommodations for 
stamp collectors and Ford fans alike thanks to the hard 
work of Eva (Sanchez) Jackson.   She called me a few 
days before the ceremony to check on all of my 
requests.  She brought with her the special ink and pads 
she had used at the Comic Convention stamp ceremony 
in San Diego.  She arranged to have the Rancho Mirage 
and Palm Desert red round daters at the ceremony and 
she spoke to the postmasters from Cathedral City, Palm 
Springs and La Quinta.  I really appreciated all of her 
efforts. 

 
                Eva and Kathy 

I am very happy that I was able to be a small 
part of the Ford ceremony at the McCallum Theatre in 
Palm Desert.  I am sorry that more of our club members 
could not have been there to join in the celebration and 
the pleasantly perfect postmark pursuit.  

 

 

 
Senate Chamber 

 

 
Reagan Library 

 

 
Reagan Library Oval Office 

 

 
Ford Stumbles 

 

 
Former Presidents 
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We Need Your Articles & Photos 

         
 If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we need 
your input.  Please share your experience(s), your 
knowledge, your stories, your interests, and your 
opinions by writing an original article for the next issue of 
Ries’ Pieces.  We are also happy to print photos with 
captions, if you don’t want to write an article.  We 
welcome all submissions.  If you don’t have a computer, 
write your article by hand and send it by snail mail to 
Michael Litvak, Bonnie Fuson and Kathy Clements.  We 
will type it up for you. 

 
Suggestions for articles: 

Your Ugliest Cover(s) 
Your Cover Making Process 
Pictorial Postmark Pursuits 
Cover Mistakes That Got By 
First Day Ceremony Reports 

Postal Employee Horror Stories 
How You Started Making Covers 

Web Site Tips & Recommendations 
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters 

Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better 
 

Next issue of Ries’ Pieces: May 1, 2008 
Deadline to submit articles: April 1, 2008 

 
 

We Need Your Photos 

 
Since we are doing our newsletter on-line, we 

can be flexible regarding its length.  There are no space 
limitations as to the newsletter length.  So, please send 
us your candid photos, with captions, from First Day 
Ceremonies and other club events. You don’t need to 
write a story to go with them, if you don’t want to.   
Please email us copies of your most recent First Day 
Covers too.  Share them with club members and get 
some free publicity.  Maybe you will make a sale or two.  
We welcome all submissions. 

 

Specifications for 
Newsletter Articles 

 
Article must be typed on a PC as a Word document, 
preferably the 2003 version. 
 
Article width: Type completely across the page as if 
typing a letter. Center the title. 
 
Type style: Arial 
 
Type size: 10 
 
Title size: 20 
 
No borders or boxes. 
 
Please spell check, proofread, and correct for grammar 
and punctuation. 
 
Scan all cover illustrations at 200dpi, reduce to 50-100 
KB, and save as a jpeg file. Please do not put any 
border or background around the scan. 
 
Send submissions as email attachments to Kathy, 
Bonnie, and Michael with instructions for illustration 
placement. 
 
If you have photos, please send them as jpeg files. 
 
If you prefer, you may mail your covers and/or photos to 
Michael so that he may do the scans. 
  
Michael will be using Office 2003 Word to publish the 
newsletter. 
 

Newsletter schedule 
 

May 1, 2008  deadline: April 1, 2008 
June 15, 2008  deadline: May 15, 2008 
August 1, 2008  deadline: July 1, 2008 
October 1, 2008  deadline: September 1, 2008 
December 1, 2008 deadline: November 1, 2008 
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Its Elegance Is In Its Simplicity 
By Frosty Godfrey 

 
 My sole motivation for going to the SESCAL 
2007 Expo on Sunday, October 14, 2007, was to attend 
the Ries Chapter meeting held in connection thereof.  
Along with other chapter members, I was solicited to 
sign up for duty at the Registration Desk.  I responded 
(albeit belatedly) to President Michael Litvak that I would 
be down on Sunday and would be available any hours 
he needed help other than during the club meeting.  I 
then received an eMail from my friend Jerry Winerman 
(who handles Registration for the show) saying he was 
happy that I was available to help at the registration desk 
on Sunday and he had me scheduled from 12 noon until 
4:00 p.m.  I promptly let him know that I was NOT 
available during the club meeting hours but could work 
the desk BEFORE the Ries Chapter meeting.  My duty 
got cut back to from noon until 1:00 p.m. 
 
 With that squared away, I took note of another 
requirement of Chapter members – to bring covers to 
donate for the TuberFest Auction and covers to donate 
to the SESCAL Meeting raffle, plus also to bring a 
recently acquired cover for a writing project at the 
meeting.  So I set about to round up some covers for the 
drawing and some Frosty Cachet covers for the auction.  
I selected my 2005 Scenic America (Sc C133-C141) 
covers for the new (then) international rates and a set of 
my first “Frosty Does Frosty” Christmas Cachets for the 
auction donation plus some lesser covers for the 
drawing. 
 
 On Sunday morning I made sure my covers 
were in the van and headed from Moorpark to Newbury 
Park to pick up my friends Howard Steinberg (also a 
Ries Chapter Member) and Lew Miller (a potential 
member at the time – who joined at the meeting).  The 
early departure was set to get us to the show at about 
the time it opened and allow us a couple of hours before 
noon desk duty (Howard was joining me at the 
Registration Desk).   But it wasn’t until I was on the road 
that I remembered the other request from Michael – to 
bring a recently acquired cover for the writing 
assignment.  No problem.  I programmed into my 2-
hours of bourse-browsing, the search for a recently 
acquired cover. 
 
 We arrived just before 10:00 a.m. and I signed in 
and told Jerry that Howard and I would do the noon hour 
duty.  I then set out in my quest for a cover.  I looked at 
U.S. First Day Covers but found none that caught both 
my fancy and my pocketbook.  Back by the exhibits I ran 
into Jim Bowman and he pointed out his Printed-to-
Private-Order Austrian Card exhibit and I took time out to 

look at it in detail and check the other exhibits in a drive-
by fashion. 
 
 I then approached one of the back tables (near 
the exhibits) which happened to be the Weinstock 
Stamps table and started looking at airmail covers.  I buy 
and sell all kinds of cards, covers and stamps so 
typically look for things that (1) have a nice appearance, 
and (2) that I think I could buy at a price that will let me 
sell them at a reasonable profit.  Now that is hard to do 
on a piece-by-piece basis.  I buy most of my stock from 
estates, and dealer or auction lots, where I can buy a 
large quantity but at a steep discount from catalogue or 
retail prices.  I didn’t have a budget allowance to spend 
much at SESCAL so I was looking at individual covers.  I 
started selecting some individual low-price first flight 
covers that had special features some of my customers 
might like and I noticed some under-sized (smaller than 
U.S. #6) airmail covers that I found attractive.  I selected 
one that I especially liked.   Now I had three U.S. First 
Flight Covers, one Canadian First Flight Cover and the 
“little one”.  I bought them in a group so I suspect the 
seller didn’t even count the “little one” in calculating the 
$6.00 total.   

                
 The little one is about the size of a postcard but 
it is an envelope.  It is clean and crisp and has a fresh 
dull orange U.S. Sc C19 6¢ winged globe stamp.  The 
stamp was cancelled with a crisp twin-engine prop plane 
with the slogan “Air-Mail Saves Time”.  To the left of the 
stamp and over the cachet was the circle date stamp 
from Washington, D.C. 15 on Oct. 26, 1937 at 7 – AM.  
The cachet has a section of a map with Lake Erie in the 
upper left and the Potomac at the lower right.  At the 
very top is a twin engine plane heading straight at the 
reader and over it flight “AM 34”.  Then there is a route 
running from Buffalo to Olean, Williamsport, Sunbury, 
Harrisburg, York, Baltimore, each denoted by a circle on 
the route, and finally to the star at the end of the line – 
Washington, D.C.  The cachet is all green and is 
perfectly centered on the left side of the envelope. 
 
 The envelope is addressed to Edwin C. Rice at 
his Winchester, MA address.  Due to a tight writing 
deadline, I have not had time to see whether or not this 
is a First Flight Cover or ascertain what other 
significance Mr. Rice might have intended for this cover.  
But, no matter what else it may tell us, I like it as Its 
Elegance Is In Its Simplicity. 
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Ronald McDonald House 
 
                                              

                 
Subject: 

Pull-tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 

 
Hello Everyone, 
  

  I have a big supply of little houses to collect 
pull-tabs for the patients and families of Ronald 
McDonald House Charity.  I have been saving tabs for 
six years.  Once you get in the habit, it’s very easy. 

 The tabs come on sodas and beer, and also 
some cat and dog food cans and soup and vegetable 
cans.   They also come on cans of Ensure nutritional 
supplement.  Surprisingly, the very large pull-tabs on 
tennis ball 3-packs are a source of triple sized tabs.  All 
pull-tabs are needed for this ongoing project. 

 If you are a local Los Angeles Ries Chapter 
member, when the little box is full, you just transfer 
the tabs to a baggie and let me know.  You keep the little 
house so you can continue collecting the tabs, for ever 
and ever.   

 If you would like to start saving pull-tabs, just go 
too a local McDonalds in your town and ask for one of 
the little cardboard houses to help to remind you.  You 
can turn in the saved-up tabs to any McDonald’s 
franchise manager or owner. 

 To all of you who already save the tabs for me, I 
really appreciate your efforts on behalf of the children 
and their families who use the services of Ronald 
McDonald Houses all over the country. 

 In 2007, with a little help from my friends, I 
collected eight gallon bags stuffed with tabs. 

 Thanks for all your help, 

 Kathy Clements 

 (323)292-5460, (213)703-7809 

  

 

 
Congratulations! 

 
 

Congratulations to our friend and ally, Eva 
Sanchez, USPS San Diego District Customer Relations 
Coordinator.  Eva got married in October and is now Eva 
Jackson.  Thanks again to Eva for coordinating such a 
great ceremony in Palm Desert, CA, for Gerald Ford.  
Here she is with our editor, Kathy Clements. 
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Love Is A Many Splendored Thing… 
By Doris Gold 

 
 Love can mean different things to different 
people.  Each time the LOVE postage stamps were 
issued, they brought a challenge to try another facet of 
the meaning in my cachet designs.  These are only 
some of the LOVE First Day Covers which I have 
created over the years. 
 
 In 1984, A MOTHER’S LOVE was selected 
wherein I drew my children, depicting their portraits 
among the letters L-O-V-E. 
 
 

             
  
 
             In 1991, animals were selected with a pair of 
cheetahs and their love for one another. 
 
 

              
  
 
             A love Cherub, in a heart of flowers was the 
theme for 1992. 
 
 

              
  

              
      1994 Flower Fairies show young love, in a foliage 
setting.  Some of these covers had actual dried flowers 
and leaves added by hand.  This cachet design won the 
American First Day Cover Society Earl Planty Award for 
that year. 
 

              
  
             The 1997 LOVE Swans issue afforded the 
opportunity to portray the Swan Lake Ballet on the FDC 
cachet design, expressing love for ballet. 
 

                    
  
             In 1999, a Victorian couple was selected as the 
subjects for the Victorian LOVE stamp. 
 

                   
  
             
 
               When Hershey’s Kisses was the subject of the 
2007 LOVE stamp issue, my cachet design was based 
on a vintage Hershey’s Kisses advertising poster titled, 
“A Kiss for You.”  To give an added dimension, an 
authentic Hershey’s Kisses ‘plume’ has been tied to a 
hair bow and placed strategically into the girl’s hair on 
each cover by hand.  To further carry out the theme, foil 
hearts and lips have also been applied by hand to each 
cover. 
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               Over the years I have used the LOVE stamp 
issue FDCs for many one-of-a-kind hand painted covers, 
to commemorate weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, 
etc.  One of these was created for the Hershey’s Kisses 
stamp issue, to announce the engagement of my 
granddaughter.  A portrait of the happy couple is 
depicted inside a large Hershey’s Kiss, with the words 
“Love” and “Kisses” on the plume.  A pair of ‘Kisses’ has 
their names on the plumes which cross over each other 
in a heart shaped fashion.  Only one cover was made, 
using silver metallic paints for the silver foil wrappers.  
 

                      
 

   candle-labra  
 

February 1 Regi Ausmus 
February 7 Via Villaseñor 
February 9 Tom Peluso 
February 19 Bernard Goldberg 
March 15 Lloyd deVries 
March 17 Tina Phillips 
March 17 Michael Friedman 
March 18 Bonnie Fuson 
March 31 George Rost 
April 1  Randy Tivens 
April 2  Foster Miller 
April 7  Elena Cornejo 
April 8  James McFarlin 
April 20  Paula Kinports 
April 23  Dick Odell 
April 26  Mel Dick 
April 28  Lew Miller 
 

CEREMONY INVITATIONS 
 

 
 

Ries Chapter members interested in attending 
local First Day Ceremonies should contact Membership 
Secretary Kathy Clements no later than six weeks before 
a ceremony you would like to attend.  This way your 
name can be given to the USPS so you will receive an 
invitation in a timely manner.  The invitation list will be 
updated for each event. 

If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second 
day or otherwise in our local Southern California area, 
kindly contact Kathy as soon as you know so others can 
make arrangements to participate if they are interested.  
If you have computer access, email the information to 
the membership at large. 

 

 
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

 
Have you lost or misplaced any of our original 

“Mike Mendoza Produced” issues?  We have some 
available for sale to benefit the treasury, beginning with 
Issue #103 February 1, 2000 through Issue #131 June 1, 
2005.   

If you would like any back issues, they are $2.00 
each plus one first class stamp per copy.  Please make 
your checks out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and mail your 
requests to our Membership Secretary Kathy Clements. 

You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on 
LINKS then ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries 
Chapter #48.  From there you can download the most 
recent on-line issues in Adobe Reader beginning with 
Issue #132 August 1, 2005. 
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Postal “Souvenirs” For Sale on eBay 

By Kathy Clements 

 
 
 In 2003, I was on what turned out to be a temporary collecting kick.  Bored to tears one day, I searched eBay for 
postal items.  I ultimately purchased an old counter scale, a carrier badge, some patches and various other “memorabilia” 
suitable for a long-time philatelist.  A few years later I went on a search and came upon the following notice.  I can only 
suspect that the statement is required for security reasons and must be posted as part of the seller’s listing.  I found it 
interesting and thought you would enjoy reading it too.   
  
 “eBay does not allow the listing of uniform-related items currently in use by the United States Postal Service, 
including but not limited to pants and shirts, jackets, hats, badges, and patches.  When listing uniform items no longer in 
use, you must include the following message:  As the seller of this item, I certify that I have contacted the USPS and have 
confirmed that this item is no longer in use by the Service.”   
 

 

Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 
American First Day Cover society 

Dues Renewal Coupon 
$15.00 

 Name:_________________________________________________________ 
                              (Please print clearly) 
 
  Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
  City, State & Zip+4_______________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone: (Home)____________________ (Mobile)_____________________ 
 
  eMail________________________________Birthday:___________________ 
 
  Collecting Interest:_______________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
  Mail to: Membership Secretary Kathy Clements  3976 Olmsted Avenue  Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626 
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Another Issue of 

Ries’ Pieces 
From the 
Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 
American First Day Cover Society 
3976 Olmsted Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626         FIRST CLASS 
 
IF YOUR NEWSLETTER HAS A 
BRIGHTLY COLORED MAILING 
LABEL, YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS 
EXPIRED AND THIS IS YOUR 
LAST ISSUE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


