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By Michael Litvak 

 
 While the theme of this RIES’ PIECES is 
“baseball”, I find it impossible to write about the subject. 
I’ve never been a fan of baseball and, although I know 
that the game requires great athletic skills from the 
players and intelligent game strategies from the 
managers, I am bored watching it live or on TV. I was 
even bored playing the game in school or at family 
gatherings. 
 
 Now that I’ve irritated a certain segment of our 
readers, I’ll continue this column by writing about a 
personal project I undertook about a month and a half 
ago . . . a project which I had been putting off for more 
than 15 years. 
 
 Most of you know I’ve been collecting ceremony 
programs for more than 20 years. During that time, I’ve 
kept an inventory of my programs by checking them off, 
and making notations in, two different places. One of 
those places is in my copy of “Mellone’s Specialized 
Catalogue of First Day Ceremony Programs & Events”. 
This catalogue was put together by Dr. Scott Pelcyger, 
with the assistance of several members of the American 
Ceremony Program Society (ACPS). It was published by 
Mike Mellone’s FDC Publishing Company in 1989. It 
includes illustrations and information about all programs 
known to exist up to mid-1989. The other place that I 

inventoried my programs is in the 1992 June and July 
issues of “The Ceremonial”, the official journal of the 
ACPS.  These issues contain only a listing (no 
illustrations) of all programs known to exist up to mid-
1992. 
 
 Sixteen years later, I finally decided to create my 
own listing of my programs, so that I would be able to 
determine whether or not I have a particular program 
when I was attending a stamp show, without having to 
trust my slowly deteriorating memory. 
 
 So, around the middle of March of this year, I sat 
down at my computer, set up an Excel spreadsheet, and 
started listing my complete collection. For each program, 
I listed its Scott number, Mellone catalogue number, 
stamp or stationary issue, dimensions, color(s), First Day 
city, whether or not it contained a stamp and/or cancel, 
and whether or not I had its ceremony invitation. 
 
      Most days I worked about 2-3 hours on this 
project.  After seven weeks of tedious work, I completed 
the inventory, which includes information on about 3000 
programs. I was surprised to discover some programs 
which I had forgotten that I had in my collection. On the 
other hand, I was more surprised at the number of 
programs that I didn’t have, especially some of the more 
common ones in the 1990s. 
 
 Over the years, there have been two attempts at 
updating the Mellone catalogue. Both times, the project 
ended with little success. Now that the ACPS is coming 
back to life, there is talk of trying it again. I should be 
able to provide the project coordinator with some 
valuable information and illustrations, now that I finally 
have an inventory of my own collection. 
 
  Have you inventoried your collections? 

                                                  



 2

                                  

 
 
 

Chapter Officers 
 

NEWSLETTER DESIGN MANAGER 
PRESIDENT: MICHAEL LITVAK 
1866 LOMA VISTA 
PASADENA, CA 91104-4005 
(626)798-5831 
litvaks@earthlink.net 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: DAVE BENNETT 
14418 MIRANDA STREET 
VAN NUYS, CA 91401-4232 
(818)988-0684 
bennettoons@earthlink.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY/TREASURER 
HOSPITALITY CHAIRPERSON: KATHY CLEMENTS 
3976 OLMSTED AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90008-2626 
(323)292-5460 
curfmeistr@aol.com 
 
NEWSLETTER COPY EDITOR: BONNIE FUSON 
3135 OAKCREST DRIVE 
HOLLYWOOD, CA 90068-1855 
(323)851-2772 
taihai@aol.com 
 
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE: RICK WHYTE 
2870 TOWNE AVENUE #155 
POMONA, CA 91767-2071 
(909)624-9975 
rwhyte@webb.org 
 
WEB SITE: 
www.rieschapterafdcs.com 
eMail: info@rieschapterafdcs.com 

SUMMER POT LUCK 
BARBECUE & SOCIAL 
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Sunday, July 13, 2008 

NOON 
 

 
 
 

The next social event will be our annual Summer 
Picnic Potluck & Barbecue on Sunday, July 13th at 
NOON at Frederick Langford’s home at 2307 Lambert 
Drive and Martello Avenue.  We will need the usual 
staples: sodas and ice tea, potato salad, macaroni salad, 
Jell-O salad, fruit salad, lots of olives (a club favorite), 
hamburgers and hot dogs and buns, sliced cheddar 
cheese, chopped onions and sliced red onions, chips 
and dip, lettuce and sliced tomatoes and pickles, salsa, 
condiments, a cake and a fruit pie and brownies or 
cookies.   As usual, our host will provide a watermelon 
and vanilla ice cream.  The Club will provide all the 
paper goods. 
 

After our luncheon, we will have a meeting and 
discussion of upcoming events and a drawing.  Please 
join us.  We look forward to seeing you.  The more the 
merrier.  Each member should bring something to 
donate to the drawing.   
 

If you have lawn chairs or folding picnic tables, 
we need you to bring those along too. 

 
Anyone who can come early to help Kathy put 

up the canopies and set the tables, it will be much 
appreciated.  Kathy usually arrives by 10 a.m. 
 

Please call Hospitality Chairperson Kathy 
Clements at (323)292-5460 (h) or (310)670-6276 (w) or 
cell (213)703-7809 to RSVP for the Summer Pot Luck 
Social & Barbecue.  Please call sooner rather than later, 
one way or the other.  Feel free to email Kathy at 
curfmeistr@aol.com to RSVP. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

 
Oscar winner Patty Duke, actress BarBara Luna & me. 

 
Is it really Spring?  Can’t tell most days because 

our Los Angeles weather can’t seem to make up its mind 
if it wants to be clear and hot, or cloudy and cool.  One 
night I wear summer PJ’s and another have the electric 
blanket fired up to incinerate! My red amaryllis is in full 
bloom on my front patio and my fruit trees became green 
practically over night.  The bees are buzzing around my 
wild flowers.  Put up the yellow bug tapes to catch the 
horse flies that like to swarm in my back yard. 

 
Our annual Taco Fiesta at Shirley and Bee’s 

was a real success.  We celebrated George Rost’s 
birthday and his baseball catch at the Coliseum.  Dave 
Bennett produced a special cover for the event.  Pix of 
George and his special cake, his baseball and the Ries 
cover are pictured elsewhere in this newsletter for your 
enjoyment. 

 
Thanks to Bonnie Fuson for the very colorful 

baseball masthead.  Once again she stepped up to the 
plate!  You’ll find her baseball article a home run coming 
from someone who isn’t a fan of the sport.  You will also 
find penguins, anvils, steamboats and paper advice in 
this issue, along with a team of baseball articles. 

 
Look forward to our next issue.  It will have a 

review of the Ruben Salazar celebration at the Los 
Angeles Times, the USS Pickerel, an odd philatelic find 
in Monterey Park, National Guard, and Rutherford B. 
Hayes.  

 
Enjoy! 

 

Welcome New Members 
  

 
 

Welcome new members Diana Rost of Hacienda 
Heights, CA and Phil Dockter of Glendale, CA.  

Letters to the Editor 
 

 
 

Hi Kathy,  
Thank you for the news about the Ries Chapter.  

I owe you some dues for enjoying the newsletter so 
much lately.  You folks do an excellent job! 

Cynthia Scott 
 
Kathy, 
Thanks so much for including me on your 

distribution list.  Your newsletter is, as your Chapter of 
the AFDCS, truly exceptional, and I look forward to 
reading it. 

Junius “Jay” Davis PhD 
 
Kathy, 
Another great issue.  You’re doing a splendid 

job!  Thanks. 
Betty Hundley 
 
Hi Kathy, 
You have a very active chapter and your 

newsletters are wonderful! 
Mary Kay Fisher 
 

 
WEB SIGHTINGS 

 
 

You can visit our website at 
http://www.rieschapterafdcs.com. Many thanks to Rick 
Range for designing and maintaining the site.  If anyone 
has any suggestions for additions to the site, you can 
contact Rick at sales@thepostmark.com.  Also the 
National AFDCS website, www.afdcs.org has a link to 
our website. 

 
We need new pictures on our website.  Please 

contact Rick Range and ask him how he wants to 
receive your club photos. 
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A CRAZY GAME: 
Collecting Centennial Baseball 

First Day Covers 
 

By Bonnie Fuson 
 

 It’s a crazy game because every one of them is 
an error, a freak and/or an oddity. Those words have 
particular meanings in the stamp world, but Baseball 
Centennial covers surely ought to qualify. They 
commemorate a non-existent “event”, honoring the 
wrong guy and, oddly enough, were created over the 
objections of the then stamp-collecting community. 
 
 First, the myth. The story goes, based mainly on 
the account of one of his boyhood friends, Abner 
Graves, that a young man named Abner Doubleday 
invented the game we call baseball one afternoon in 
Cooperstown, NY, by using a stick to mark out the 
“diamond” and adding the four “bases” to a game 
previously known as town ball. Graves was responding 
to The Mills Commission, a group gathered in 1905 by 
some businessmen (does the name Spalding ring a 
bell?) to find out how baseball really began. They didn’t 
like the claim of the most famous sportswriter of the day, 
Henry Chadwick, that it had grown out of the English 
game of rounders. 
 

                      
Abner Doubleday 

 
              In his letters to the Committee, Graves said he 
was there in Cooperstown when it happened. He 
described how one player would pitch the ball in the air 
and another would hit it with a four-inch bat. Based on 
this, and other testimony, the Committee determined 
“the first scheme for playing baseball…was devised by 
Abner Doubleday at Cooperstown, NY in 1839.” (Graves 
turned out to be a less than credible witness, however. 
Just a year later he shot his wife, was declared criminally 
insane and spent the rest of his life in a mental hospital. 
So much for eye witness testimony!) Doubleday, a West 
Point graduate, later served in the Mexican and Civil 
wars, firing the first shot as a Union Captain at Fort 
Sumter, SC. But he never mentioned inventing baseball. 
And there is no record of his ever even being in 
Cooperstown. 
 

 There are several names which come up when 
you go looking for the “Father of Baseball”. Prominent 
among them are Alexander Cartwright and Daniel “Doc” 
Adams. Cartwright wrote what became known as the 
“Knickerbocker Rules” of the game in 1845 for his 
Manhattan baseball club, the Knickerbockers. In 1953 
Congress officially credited Cartwright with inventing the 
modern game of baseball but many think the designation 
is as much myth as Doubleday. Adams took over the 
Knickerbockers in 1846 and headed the committee 
which revised the rules defining the game after 
Cartwright took off for the California Gold Rush in 1849. 
Adams was elected president of the first Baseball 
Convention in 1857 and served ten years. Try to find a 
Baseball Centennial First Day Cover with any mention of 
either Cartwright or Adams. 
 
              Doc Adams 

  
 
                                                      

                                                      Alexander Cartwright              
                                                 
 So how did the stamp marking the 1939 
“centennial” of baseball in Cooperstown come to be? 
Fast forward to 1934 when a very old and tattered 
baseball was found in an attic trunk near Cooperstown. 
A local resident bought it for five bucks and put it on 
display at the Village Club. Sports fans were fascinated 
and other historically significant baseball memorabilia 
was donated to the exhibit. This success inspired plans 
to celebrate the upcoming “centennial”. The Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America was asked to name 
players to be honored at the proposed Hall of Fame. 
They chose Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, 
Christy Mathewson and Walter Johnson. (They have all 
since been individually honored with a U.S. stamp.) 
 
 Meanwhile, back in Washington, D.C., then 
Postmaster General James A. Farley suggested to his 
stamp-collecting boss, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
that they might, in conjunction with the planned 
centennial event, issue a stamp showing young boys 
playing baseball in Cooperstown as they did one 
hundred years earlier. To Roosevelt’s and Farley’s 
surprise, a nationwide poll of stamp collectors voted 
overwhelmingly against such a stamp. They didn’t want 
one. The President decided to disregard the stamp 
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collectors’ wishes so that “every boy in America could 
get a First Day Cover” of the new issue. He made the 
pitch through the sports pages of American newspapers. 
(Is this the only time a stamp was made for the purpose 
of creating FDCs? That’s quite an oddity!) 
 
                        

 
                          Sc 855 Baseball Stamp 
 
 While the grown-ups didn’t take to the new 
stamp, the kids did. On June 12, 1939, the first United 
States baseball stamp was issued, all 81 million of them. 
The Cooperstown Post Office was swamped with what 
they called “small boy orders” for the First Day Covers, 
many without the requisite SASE and three cents for the 
stamp. The local postmaster honored thousands of 
these requests out of his own pocket. It would be 30 
years before another baseball stamp was issued. 
                  
    Today, collecting the covers can be a costly 
venture. Some can run into the hundreds of dollars, 
especially if they have been signed by someone 
significant in baseball. Even the common ones or covers 
with add-ons can cost more than other FDCs from the 
same year. But what do you expect from an error (wrong 
date and place), a freak (wrong guy fingered by crazy 
guy) and oddly issued to be a cover, not a stamp. Wow! 
No wonder there are so many avid collectors. 
 

 So what’s the next move? A new stamp to be 
issued August 15th in Williamsport, PA, marking the 
centennial of the song Take Me Out To The Ball Game, 
which, according to baseball folklore, was written on a 
New York train by an actor/songwriter who had never 
attended a major league game. How perfect. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Post Office Department Announcement of New Baseball Stamp 
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Linprint (anti-war) 

 
 
 

 
Blue Goose 

 
 

 
CachetCraft 

 
 

 
Compton 

 
House of Farnam 

 
 

 
Staehle 

 
 

 
Fidelity 

 
 

 
Gundel 
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One Hundred Years of 
Professional Baseball 

And 
LA Dodgers at the Coliseum 

 
By George Rost 

 
 Well it only took 30 years to get a second United 
States baseball stamp, but what a difference! The 1939 
stamp Sc 855 honored a fictitious event with little 
children playing ball and the 1969 modern graphic stamp 
Sc 1381 Professional Baseball honored a real event. 
The Cincinnati Red Stockings were paid to play baseball 
and they traveled around the country and successfully 
met all challengers.  The Post Office must have heard 
Bob Dylan –“The times they are a changin’” and selected 
a design that seemed more appropriate for professional 
baseball. 
 
 When I got back into collecting stamps in the 
1980s, in addition to countries, I started my first topical 
collection - baseball. I have more than 900 different 
baseball stamps from all over the world and the 1969 
Professional Baseball 
stamp is one of the 
earliest modern-
looking stamps. After I 
had built up the 
collection, I decided to 
look for First Day 
Covers for that stamp to 
make the album look more interesting. I had no trouble 
finding interesting cachets for Sc 855 Centennial 
Baseball, plus ones for Jackie Robinson, Babe Ruth, 
Roberto Clemente and Lou Gehrig, but not a lot for the 
1969 stamp. I don’t just look for baseball on stamps and 
cover, however. I go to the games.    
                                               
            As you know, in baseball, “life begins on opening 
day each year”, but this year, in addition to the opening 
days in the US, Canada and Japan, there was a special 
exhibition game at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.  
I was fortunate to get tickets for this pre-season game 
against the world champion Boston Red Sox. The 
Dodgers were celebrating 50 years in Los Angeles and 
returning to their first LA home, the Memorial Coliseum, 
where they played their first four years here. The Dodger 
owner, Frank McCourt, wanted to raise money for 
charity, Think Cure, and set a world record for the 
largest attendance at a baseball game. He succeeded 
with 115,300 tickets sold.  I was there and made my own 
cachet for the occasion. Here it is, along with a few 
others (Fleetwood, C. Stephen Anderson, Glen and one 
of a specialty card series issued in the 1980s for the 
various baseball stamps). 

 

 
              George’s Event Cover 
 

 
                     Fleetwood 
 

 
                       Anderson 
 

 
                   Glen Cachets 
 

 
                Specialty Card 
 
My friend Mark Edenburn and I decided to take 

advantage of the free parking at Dodger Stadium and 
shuttle service to the Coliseum. We arrived at the 
Coliseum about 3:30 p.m. and wandered around the 
various booths. They had a batting cage for the children, 
face painting, memorabilia for sale, a book signing for 
Steve Garvey and food booths. We went in early to 
watch the Dodger batting practice and settled in our 
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seats in dead center field. Of course, with the strange 
configuration of using a football field for baseball, we 
really were only about 350 feet from home plate. We 
were sitting there and Andre Ethier hit one that landed in 
the row in front of me and bounced right next to me. 
Since there wasn’t anyone within 20 feet of my seat I just 
reached down and picked up the ball. 

 

 
        George with his baseball 
 

 
George’s Birthday Cake at Shirley’s Taco Fiesta 
 
In 61 years of going to Dodger games, this was 

the first ball that I got! What a thrill. After batting practice 
we got to another special moment. Vince Scully was 
awarded a Coliseum plaque. He is only the 53rd person 
to be so honored. The crowd went wild. I haven’t heard 
that long sustained applause in many years. 

 

 
                     Batting Practice 

 
The Dodgers had brought many of their former 

stars to the game and introduced some before the 
beginning of each inning. There were a number of 
players from the 1958 team, including Carl Erskine who 
was the starting pitcher on opening day. He threw the 
honorary first pitch. The game itself was treated as an 

exhibition and even featured some players who didn’t 
make the team on opening day. 

 

 
               60-Foot High Screen 
 
Mark and I decided to leave in the 8th inning to 

beat the crowd. Unfortunately many others had the same 
idea. The line for the shuttles was three blocks long 
when we got in it. It took two hours to get on a shuttle 
and get back to Dodger Stadium. I didn’t get home until 
1:00 a.m. but I had to show the ball to my wife Diana 
before we went to bed.   
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PICKING UP THE ANVIL . . . AND 
DROPPING IT IN MY COLLECTION! 

 
By Dave Bennett 

 
When I was given the assignment to write about 

my “most recently acquired” cover, I realized that my 
newest was my oldest!  The little yellow 120-year old 
cover arrived in my mailbox from StampWants, an 
internet auction site devoted just to philately.  It has 
become my primary source for acquiring items for my 
collection, and I was alerted to the availability of this 
cover by their automatic email notification system which 
lets you know any time an item appears that fits your 
collecting interest. 
             

 
 
 In the case of this neat little cover, the criterion 
was my birthday. I collect any covers I can find posted 
on my birth date, October 4.  The older the better!  And 
this cover is now one of the oldest in my collection.  
Although there is no year date in the cancel, it was most 
likely posted sometime between 1873 and 1885.  The 3¢ 
Washington stamp paid the ½ ounce domestic rate 
during those years.  I am not familiar enough with the 
intricacies of identifying and differentiating classic 
stamps with the same design, but this cover is franked 
with either a Sc 136, a Sc 158, or a Sc 207.  Probably 
the latter of which 1.6 billion were issued! 
 
 The cover was sent from Dillsburgh (or Dillsburg 
– the town name is spelled one way in the postmark, and 
a different way in the return address), PA to Harrisburg, 
PA – a distance of about 14 miles – and received the 
same day (as evidenced by the Harrisburg receiving 
mark on the reverse).  The sender was a hardware and 
cutlery merchant in Dillsburg and the envelope went to 
the Harrisburg Nail Works – a nice and tidy business-to-
business correspondence. 
 
 What makes this cover especially endearing to 
me, besides seeing my birth date cleanly struck, is the 
depiction of the anvil in J.A. Arnold’s corner card.  As 
you may remember from your childhood cartoon-
viewing, the anvil was a pretty commonplace prop for 
delivering comic pain to characters.   

 
During my years of working at the Warner Bros. 

animation studios I was well aware of the noble heritage 
of this simple blacksmith’s tool.  Every morning upon 
entering the studio, it was impossible for me to miss the 
giant prop in the lobby’s corner, a huge anvil dedicated 
to the memories of all the times Daffy Duck, Sylvester 
the Cat, and Bugs Bunny were squashed by one!  A 
cartoon prop on a cover!  What could be better for a 
cartoonist?  I’m delighted to be able to add this gem of a 
little cover to my always-growing (just like me) birthday 
collection. 

 
 

Penguin Parade 
 

By Shirley Ulling 
 
 One of my topical collections is penguins, so I 
search the web for this material and eBay is one of my 
main sources. This cover was purchased from a seller in 
France, so this cover has been traveling over the years. 
                            

 
 
The cachet is from “StampShow ‘85” which was held in 
San Diego, CA, August 22-25, 1985. The show logo was 
a penguin. The show cancel is a parade of four 
penguins. This was an American Philatelic show so the 
APS logo is also on the cachet. The cachet also tells us 
this was the 99th annual convention. The stamps used 
on the cover are the 3¢ 1935 California-Pacific 
Exposition Sc 773 (one of Bonnie Fuson’s favorite stamp 
subjects) which was issued in San Diego, CA, and the 
19¢ Sequoyah Sc 1859 issued in 1980 at Tahlequah, 
OK. This cover will be a very nice addition to my sea life 
collection. The cover is very clean and the postmark 
strike is very good. 
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BEFORE STAMPS, 
WE GOT COVERS! 

 
Way before there was a baseball stamp (the first 

was issued in 1934 in the Philippines), there were 
baseball covers, envelopes decorated with scenes of the 
game or its paraphernalia. These two covers, from Bob 
Lewin’s collection, are a couple of beautiful and rare 
examples.   
 

The newest of the two is just over a century old. 
It is a multi-color, printed front-and-back advertising 
cover for Iver Johnson Sporting Goods Co. in Fitchburg, 
Mass.  It is canceled November 22, 1907.  On the front 
of the cover is depicted equipment for bicycling, golf, 
tennis, basketball, fishing, hunting, rowing/crew, skating, 
baseball and softball.  On the back of the cover are 10 
depictions of different sports, including baseball.  Of 
interest is an open-cockpit automobile with passengers -
- apparently in 1907, driving a car was considered a 
"sport." 

 
         Front of Advertising Cover 
 

  
          Back of Advertising Cover                      
                   
The earlier cover is dated December 7, 1880.  It 

is an advertising cover for "Peck & Snyder Sporting 
Goods, 124 Nassau St., New York".    On the left it 
shows their building called:  "The New York City Base 
Ball and Sportsman's Emporium."  Yes, baseball is two 
words.  On  different floors of the building are depicted 
several sports, with a baseball scene on the top floor.  It 
is the earliest baseball related cover of which Lewin is 
aware. 

 
    Peck & Snyder Advertising Cover 

Baseball Odds and Ends 
                 

 
Can you read some of the autographs on this L.W. Staehle FDC? 
Babe Ruth, Cy Young and Connie Mack lead the list. This cover 
sold in the mid 1990s for $14,950. A similar one, autographed in 
like manner, later was sold to actor Charlie Sheen for $16,500. 
 
 
 

 
The only way to get a First Day Cover commemorating the Negro 
National Baseball League is to find or commission an add-on on a 
Baseball Centennial canceled blank. This one by Beth 
Niewenhous features Leon Day, the League’s most outstanding 
pitcher during the late 1930s and early 1940s. He died just six 
days after learning he had been elected to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame at the age of 78. 
 
 
 
 

Candle-labra  
 

May 14  Michael Moticha 
May 28  Kathy Clements 
May 28  Herman Sanchez  
May 30  Mark Goodson 
June 17  Ralph Achgill 
June 21  Bob Lewin 
July 18  Rick Range 
August 3 Michael Fusaro 
August 18 Norm Elrod 
August 20 Ron Tate 
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NIKIRK’S STEAMBOATS 
By John Pollock 

 
 Herbert Alvin Nikirk was an artist/cachetmaker 
and a member of the Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 of the 
American First Day Cover Society. As Ries member Bob 
Lewin pointed out in his article in the chapter’s 
newsletter Ries’ Pieces, February 1, 2003, Nikirk was a 
prolific producer of cachets using several media. 
Illustrated here are his cachets of steamboats, all hand 
drawn and painted. 
    

The Steamboat Stamps, Sc 2409a, issued at 
New Orleans, LA, on March 3, 1989, is a booklet pane of 
five that commemorates the early stages of America’s 
entrance to steam power on rivers. The stamps 
designed by Richard Schlecht, a popular maritime 
designer, were based on the original artwork of British 
artist Basil Smith. 

 
Review of the following cachets reveals Nikirk’s 

artistry. He is seen as a trained draughtsman and an 
excellent watercolorist and pastelist. The cachets depict 
typical scenes found along American rivers, lakes and 
ocean shorelines. His watercolor technique is done in a 
clever way. He applied transparent layers of colors with 
continuous brush strokes, leaving areas of white 
showing through to define his scenes. Nikirk printed out 
no more than twenty-two of each cover as indicated on 
the reverse side (not shown). 

  
Figure 1 illustrates a First Day Cover for the 25¢ 

stamp, Experiment 1788-1790, Sc 2405. On August 22, 
1787, inventor John Fitch demonstrated to members of 
the Continental Congress his newly constructed 
steamboat, the first one in America to use steam as the 
motive force for propulsion. After the demonstration and 
shakedown, the vessel was modified and put into service 
with the name, Experiment. It was to be the first steam 
paddle-wheeler to carry passengers along the Delaware 
River. However, few passengers would sail on her and 
the boat proved a commercial failure. Subsequently his 
company went belly-up. Despondent with failure, John 
Fitch committed suicide. 

 

 
                            Fig. 1 
 
Figure 2 illustrates a First Day Cover for the 25¢ 

stamp, Phoenix 1809, Sc 2406. John Stevens, one of 
America’s steamboat pioneers built the Phoenix to 
operate on the inland waterways of New Jersey-New 
York. Because of stiff competition from Robert Fulton, 

another pioneer in steam propulsion, he was forced to 
remove his boat from the Hudson and ply it on the 
Delaware River. Although Phoenix was not built for 
ocean transport, sailing her from the Hudson River to the 
Delaware meant an ocean voyage of 150 miles with 
some unknowns. The passage proved manageable and 
was proclaimed as the world’s first seagoing steamboat. 
For the transfer Stevens hired a captain by the name 
Moses Rogers. Later in 1819 Rogers got his name in the 
history books by piloting the first steamship to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean from Savannah, Georgia, to Liverpool, 
England. She was called the S.S. Savannah, but this is 
another story. 

 

 
                            Fig. 2 
 
Figure 3 illustrates a First Day Cover for the 25¢ 

stamp, New Orleans 1812, Sc 2407. The steamboat 
New Orleans was 371 tons with an engine less than 100 
horse power, she was built at Pittsburgh, PA, and sailed 
down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans on 
her maiden voyage in 1811. The builder-engineer 
Nicholas J. Roosevelt, one of the steam navigation 
pioneers of that era, was a great grand uncle of 
President Theodore Roosevelt. On its maiden voyage 
the builder and his wife were onboard-incidentally she 
gave birth to their first child while aboard. Was this 
planned? All was not rosy, plying between New Orleans 
and Natchez in 1814; the boat hit a submerged tree 
stump and sank. 

 

 
                            Fig. 3 
 
Figure 4 illustrates a First Day Cover for the 25¢ 

stamp, Washington 1816, Sc 2408. Captain Henry 
Shreve built the steamboat in 1816 at Wheeling, WV. 
Washington was designed with a shallow hull with most 
of the steam equipment installed above the waterline. 
The size and weight of the equipment was reduced by 
using high pressure steam and eliminating the 
condenser that recycled the spent steam. The boat was 
scheduled to cruise between New Orleans and 
Louisville, but during her maiden voyage the boiler 
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exploded, causing many fatalities. With lessons learned, 
she was re-built and sailed again on the rivers. 

  

 
                            Fig.4 
 
Figure 5 illustrates a First Day Cover for the 25¢ 

stamp, Walk-In-The-Water 1818, Sc 2409. The 
steamboat was built at Black Rock near Buffalo and was 
owned by the Lake Erie Steamboat Company. The 
engineer Noah Brown designed the boat. Robert 
McQueen designed the engine. Launched in 1818 it was 
135 feet long and 338 tons with one tall stack. This 
steamboat was the first to sail on the Great Lakes, but 
unfortunately, was the first to sink there too, being 
wrecked during a storm in 1821. Her sailing life was only 
three years. 

 

 
                            Fig. 5  
 
One of the consequences of these early 

steamboat developments were fatalities, bankruptcies 
not included. During this period of rapid advancements 
in high pressure steam design, explosions were 
commonplace. According to Captain Alan Villiers, in his 
book MEN SHIPS and the SEA, 1000 persons lost their 
lives in a four year period, mostly due to steam engine 
explosions.         

 
References: USPS. Mint Set of Commemorative 

Stamps 1989. 
                   World Book Encyclopedia. 

 
 
 

 
 

“What’s Doin’?” 
 

May 13  Frank Sinatra FDOI 
  Las Vegas & New York 

 

 
 

June 17  Ray & Charles Eames FDOI 
  Santa Monica, CA 90401 
 

 
 

July 16  Take Me Out to the Ballgame 
  Washington, DC 

 
 

July 16  Vintage Black Cinema 
  Newark, NJ 07102 

 
 
August 7 Art of Disney: Imagination FDOI 
  Disneyland Park Anaheim, CA 
 

 
 

August 22-24 AMERICOVER 2008 
  Falls Church, VA 
 
September 10 Bette Davis 
  Boston, MA 

 

 
 

October 9-12 SESCAL/AMERICAS’ 2008 
  Radison LAX 
 
December 14 Tuber Fest NOON 
  Casa Lewin 
  Temecula, CA 
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We Need Your Articles & Photos 
 

          
 If you enjoy reading this newsletter, we need 
your input.  Please share your experience(s), your 
knowledge, your stories, your interests, and your 
opinions by writing an original article for the next issue of 
Ries’ Pieces.  We are also happy to print photos with 
captions, if you don’t want to write an article.  We 
welcome all submissions.  If you don’t have a computer, 
write your article by hand and send it by snail mail to 
Michael Litvak, Bonnie Fuson and Kathy Clements.  We 
will type it up for you. 

 
Suggestions for articles: 

Your Ugliest Cover(s) 
Your Cover Making Process 
Pictorial Postmark Pursuits 
Cover Mistakes That Got By 
First Day Ceremony Reports 

Postal Employee Horror Stories 
How You Started Making Covers 

Web Site Tips & Recommendations 
Pleasant Postal Employee Encounters 

Lucky Accidents That Made A Cover Better 
 

Next issue of Ries’ Pieces: July 1, 2008 
Deadline to submit articles: June 1, 2008 

 
Look elsewhere on this page for information and 

specifications for submitting articles. 
 
 

We Need Your Photos 

 
 

Since we are doing our newsletter on-line, we 
can have one of great proportions.  There are no space 
limitations as to the newsletter length.  So, please send 
us your candid photos, with captions, from First Day 
Ceremonies and other club events. You don’t need to 
write a story to go with them, if you don’t want to.   
Please email us copies of your most recent First Day 
Covers too.  Share them with club members and get 
some free publicity.  Maybe you will make a sale or two.  
We welcome all submissions. 

Specifications for Newsletter Articles 

 
 
Article must be typed on a PC, as a Word document, 
preferably the 2003 version. 
 
Article width:  Type completely across the page as if 
typing a letter. Center the title. 
 
Type style: Arial 
 
Type size:  10 
 
No borders or boxes 
 
Please spell check, proofread and correct for grammar 
and punctuation. 
 
Scan all cover illustrations at 200 dpi, reduce to 50-100 
KB, and save as a jpeg file. Please do not put any 
border or background around the scan.  
 
Send submissions by email attachments to Kathy, 
Michael and Bonnie with instructions for illustration 
placement. 
 
If you have photos, please send them as jpeg files. 
 
If you prefer, you may mail your covers and/or photos to 
Michael so that he may do the scans. 
 
Michael will be using Office 2003 to publish the 
newsletter. 
 

Tentative Newsletter schedule: 
 
July 1, 2008  deadline June 1, 2008 
August 15, 2008 deadline July 15, 2008 
October 1, 2008  deadline September 1, 2008 
December 1, 2008 deadline November 1, 2008 
February 1, 2009 January 1, 2009 
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Ronald McDonald House 

         
Subject: 

Pull-tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 

 
Hello Everyone, 
  

  I have a big supply of little houses to collect 
pull-tabs for the patients and families of Ronald 
McDonald House Charity.  I have been saving tabs for 
six years.  Once you get in the habit, it’s very easy. 

 The tabs come on sodas and beer, and also 
some cat and dog food cans and soup and vegetable 
cans.   They also come on cans of Ensure nutritional 
supplement.  Surprisingly, the very large pull-tabs on 
tennis ball 3-packs are a source of triple sized tabs.  All 
pull-tabs are needed for this ongoing fundraising project. 

     
 If you are a local Los Angeles Ries Chapter 
member, when the little box is full, you just transfer 
the tabs to a baggie and let me know.  You keep the little 
house so you can continue collecting the tabs, forever. 
 
 If you would like to start saving pull-tabs, just go 
to your local McDonalds in your town and ask for one of 
the little cardboard houses to aid in reminding you.  You 
can turn in the saved-up tabs to any McDonald’s 
franchise manager or owner. 

 To all of you who already save the tabs for me, 
I really appreciate your efforts on behalf of the children 
and their families who use the services of Ronald 
McDonald Houses all over the country. 

 In 2007, with a little help from my friends, I 
collected eight gallons of tabs. 

 
 Thanks for all your help, 
 
  Kathy Clements 

  (323)292-5460, (213)703-7809 

Ceremony Invitations 

 
 

Ries Chapter members interested in attending 
local First Day Ceremonies should contact Membership 
Secretary Kathy Clements no later than six weeks before 
a ceremony you would like to attend.  This way your 
name can be given to the USPS so you will receive an 
invitation in a timely manner.  The invitation list will be 
updated for each event. 

If you hear of ANY ceremonies, first or second 
day or otherwise in our local Southern California area, 
kindly contact Kathy as soon as you know so others can 
make arrangements to participate if they are interested.  
If you have computer access, email the information to 
the membership at large. 

 
 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

 
Have you lost or misplaced any of our “Mike 

Mendoza Produced” issues?  Not to worry. We have 
some available for sale to members to benefit the 
treasury, starting with Issue #103 February 1, 2000.   

If you would like any back issues, they are $2.00 
each plus one first class stamp per copy.  Please make 
your checks out to Ries Chapter AFDCS and mail your 
requests to our Membership Secretary Kathy Clements. 

You can also go to www.afdcs.org and click on 
LINKS then ADFCS Chapters, then Claude C. Ries 
Chapter #48.  From there you can download the most 
recent on-line issues in Adobe Reader beginning with 
Issue #129 February 1, 2005 
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My Favorite Baseball Cover 
 

By Rick Whyte 
 

The cover illustrated below commemorates one 
of the most famous events in Los Angeles Dodgers 
history.  I was fortunate to be at this game in my season 
ticket location behind third base on the loge level.  The 
date was October 15, 1988, the first game of the World 
Series between the heavily-favored Oakland A’s and the 
Dodgers.  I was accompanied by 11-year-old Max 
Nelson, the son of the Head of Webb Schools in 
Claremont, California, where I was an administrator and 
coach. 

 

 
 
This cover was produced by Tom Wiley, founder 

of the Gateway Stamp Company in Florissant, MO.  Mr. 
Wiley, who had become a good friend of mine, 
specialized in autographed sports covers.  He was very 
careful to be sure that the autographs were genuine, 
often obtaining them in person.  Unfortunately, the cost 
of genuine autographs, the rules on obtaining 
autographs and his growing interest in U.S. oil reserves 
led him to fold the Gateway Stamp Company.  Today, 
several of his earlier covers bring will over a thousand 
dollars apiece. 

 
The usher in our aisle, Mary Jane Babyak (who 

is currently still an usher at Dodger Stadium) came down 
to our seats as Kirk Gibson came to the plate. Max 
assured us that Gibson was going to hit a home run to 
win the game, despite the fact that the pitch-hitting 
Gibson could barely walk because of a serious leg injury 
which had kept him out of the starting lineup.  
Fortunately for Dodger fans everywhere, Max was right! 

 
As a related comment, Mary Jane, better known 

as MJ, later became the usher in the wives and family 
section, and obtained several autographs for me, most 
notable from Orel Hershiser.  I obtained Dennis 
Eckersley’s autograph in person at a card show two 
years later.  This cover would probably bring more than 
$750, if I were to sell it on eBay, an idea I won’t even 
consider! 

Editor’s Note: The internet offers this account of the 
famous home run: “In the 1988 World Series against the 
Oakland Athletics, Gibson -- the 1988 NL MVP -- saw 
only a single plate appearance, but it was one of the 
most memorable and oft-replayed in baseball history. 

Gibson had severely injured both legs during the League 
Championship Series and had a stomach virus. He was 
not expected to play at all. In Game 1 on October 15, 
1988 (at Dodger Stadium), with the Dodgers trailing by a 
score of 4-3, Mike Davis on first, and two out in the ninth 
inning, manager Tommy Lasorda inserted Gibson as a 
pinch hitter. Earlier, the TV camera had scanned the 
dugout and Vin Scully (the legendary Dodger announcer, 
who was calling the game with Joe Garagiola for NBC) 
observed that Gibson was nowhere to be found. 
According to legend, he was in the clubhouse 
undergoing physical therapy and saw this on the 
television, spurring him to get back in the dugout and tell 
Lasorda he was ready if needed. When Gibson received 
the news that he would pinch-hit, he went to the 
clubhouse batting-cage to warm-up. Suffering through 
such terrible pain in his knee, it is said he was wincing 
and nearly collapsing after every practice swing. 

“Surprising everyone, Gibson hobbled up to the plate 
with Scully commenting, "Look who's coming up!" He 
was facing future Hall-of-Famer Dennis Eckersley, the 
best relief pitcher in baseball at the time. Gibson quickly 
got behind in the count, 0-2, but received a few outside 
pitches from Eckersley to work to a 3-2 count. With an 
awkward, almost casual swing, Gibson used pure upper-
body strength to smack a 3-2 backdoor slider over the 
right-field fence. He hobbled around the bases and 
pumped his fist as his jubilant teammates stormed the 
field. The Dodgers won the game, 5-4.  

“The telecast of the home run is also notable because 
the shot of the ball flying over the wall also captures the 
taillights of the cars leaving the lot, presumably filled with 
fans that had given up hope and were leaving early to 
avoid the traffic. The home run was so memorable that it 
was included as a finalist in a Major League Baseball 
contest to determine the sport's "Greatest Moment of All-
Time. It was in competition on ESPN's SportsCenter for 
the Greatest Sports Highlight of All-Time.” 
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Grant Memorial 
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Mahoning Valley Stamp Club 

 
 

 
Marsella 

 
 

 
Clifford 

 
 

 
Bronesky 
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Crosby Baseball Covers 
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Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 
American First Day Cover society 

Dues Renewal Coupon 
$15.00 

Name:_________________________________________________________ 
                              (Please print clearly) 
 
  Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
  City, State & Zip+4_______________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone: (Home)____________________ (Mobile)_____________________ 
 
  eMail________________________________Birthday:___________________ 
 
  Collecting Interest:_______________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
  Mail to: Membership Secretary Kathy Clements  3976 Olmsted Avenue  Los Angeles, CA 90008-2626 

 
Paper Chase 

 

 
 

By Kathy Clements 
 
 Do you print out and save your copies of Ries’ 
Pieces?  If so, you will want to use a quality coated 
paper for a superior result.  You can use color laser 
paper, even if you don’t own a laser printer.  It costs a 
little more, but uses less ink because the paper is not as 
porous.  Staples Office Supply has a house label color 
laser paper that is 32lb and 97% bright white.  It costs 
$15 for a ream of 500.  The paper is acid free and 
archival safe.  If you prefer a lighter weight paper, 
Hammermill Color Copy paper is 28lb and 98% bright 
white.  It has a smooth finish for perfect toner bleeding 
and brilliant color reproduction.  This paper is also acid 
free, archive safe and won’t yellow or crumble over time.  
If you have a Kelly Paper Store nearby, they have many 
other choices.  If you print your First Day Covers on your 
home computer, these papers will also produce a much 
better result than regular paper. 

Baseball Odds and Ends 
 

 
“Freak?”
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Another Issue of 

Ries’ Pieces  
From the 
Claude C. Ries Chapter #48 
American First Day Cover Society 
3976 Olmsted Avenue 
Los Angeles, Ca 90008-2626         FIRST CLASS 
 
IF YOUR NEWSLETTER HAS A 
BRIGHTLY COLORED MAILING 
LABEL, YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS 
EXPIRED AND THIS IS YOUR 
LAST ISSUE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

                                                   June 12, 1939, in Cooperstown, NY, where thousands gathered for 
                                                                 the dedication of the National Baseball Museum and Hall of Fame. 
                                                                James A. Farley,  Postmaster-General  of the U.S. led the roster of 
                                                                 distinguished guests.   Just across the street at the Cooperstown 
                                                                 Post Office Farley  himself issued  the stamps  which  show  boys 
                                                                 playing ball on the village green one hundred years before.  


