
Recycled Cachets 

By Rick Range 

Have you ever found a First Day Cover where the cachet looks familiar? I’m not talking about a 
generic cachet, but one that was made for a specific stamp issue. Then along comes another 
stamp issue that the cachet already used is a perfect fit for. I know I’ve been tempted to create 
FDCs for multiple stamp issues using the same cachet, but I always found an alternative design 
to use. This scenario is exactly what I found for three different stamp issues, and, not just one 
cachet but 22 different for each stamp – the California Settlement Bicentennial issue of 1969 (Sc. 
1373), the First Civil Settlement of Alta California issued in 1977 (Sc. 1725), and the 1985 
Junipero Sierra airmail issue (Sc. C116).  

Now, to make it even more confusing, the Alta California issue FDCs were created with these 
cachets before the California Settlement stamp which was issued 8 years earlier. How can this be 
you ask, they must be add-ons – they are, but they’re not. 

Infamous cachet maker Jerry P Mather (not to be confused with Jerry Mathers as the Beaver) 
decided it would be a good idea to forge the July 16, 1969 Post Office San Diego California First 
Day of Issue postmark for the California Settlement Bicentennial stamps.  

Mather’s real name is Gary Westenberger. The story of the nefarious Mather is best told by 
collector Mike Smith. 

“Mather was a dealer in first day covers during the late 60s and early 70s.  He soon became 
frustrated by the difficulty to keep some covers in stock and eventually decided to create his own 
counterfeit cancels and make them up as he needed them. 
 
By the time he was discovered in 1979 by Adam K. Bert, then chairman of the American First 
Day Cover Society's expertizing committee, he had created more than 100,000 counterfeit 
covers.  Most of these covers were recovered when he was arrested, but it is estimated that there 
are about 5,000 of his counterfeit covers still in private collections. 
 
Mather was indicted on seven counts of mail fraud and five counts of selling or possessing (with 
the intent to sell) counterfeit postmarks, Mather pleaded not guilty 10 days later.  Following 
some legal bargaining, he pleaded guilty to two counts only on January 2, 1980.  On January 28, 
the 40-year-old defendant was sentenced to three years in prison; however, all but three months 
were suspended.  Following his time in prison, Mather was to serve five years on probation.  He 
also was ordered to repay $11,800 he had received for one wholesale lot of approximately 
40,000 covers.  In his own defense, Mather pointed out, ‘I felt I was supplying a need.’ " 



These covers are identified in Mellone’s Specialized Cachet Catalog as Calif Missions #30 
(Figure 2). The catalog only lists one cover, Mission San Buenaventura. As mentioned above, 
there are 22 covers, one for each mission and one for Father Serra. The cachets are by Barbara 
Lanza (Figure 1). For illustration purposes, the San Juan Capistrano cachet from all 3 sets is 
pictured. 

 

Figure 1 – Artist Signature 

 

Figure 2 - California Settlement Bicentennial 

  



The same cachets can be found on the Alta California FDCs issued 8 years later on September 9, 
1977 in San Jose, California (Figure 3). These are believed to be legitimate FDCs. 

 

Figure 3 - Alta California 

  



The third set is for the Junipero Serra airmail stamp issued on August 22, 1985 in San Diego. 
There are only 21 covers in this set because the Father Serra cachet was not used. These FDCs 
are on handmade envelopes (Figure 4), signed on the back “C & M”, and numbered as a total of 
16 sets made (Figure 5). I have no idea who C & M are or why they decided to use these cachets. 
The last line on the bottom, “First Civil Settlements of Alta California” was removed on this set. 

Figure 4 - Junipero Serra 

 

Figure 5 – Identifier on Back 

 


