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CHARLOTTE HARBOR YACHT 
CLUB FOUNDED 1973 

Port Charlotte, Florida 
 

2025 Officers 
Commodore  Martin Holland 

Vice Commodore  Captain Russ Tryder 
Rear Commodore  

Fleet Captain  Zach Gloer 
Secretary  John Seepe 

Treasurer 
 

Directors 2025-2026 
Fleet Chaplain  

Fleet Surgeon  Dr. John Farnham 
Safety Officer  Martin Holland 

Florida Commodores Association 
Chapter Commodore  Martin Holland 

FCYC Delegate  Martin Holland 
Harbor Lites President  Kay Gasgarth 

Harbormasters President  
Parliamentarian  

Depth Sounder Publisher  Debbie DiLaura 
Depth Sounder Editors  Tina Barnes, Martina Soares 

 

The DEPTH SOUNDER is a 
monthly publication of the 

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 

printed in Port Charlotte, Florida 

 

 
The Executive Committee: 
Martin Holland (Commodore) 

Captain Russ Tryder (Vice Commodore) 
Steve Moore  

 
 

The House & Rules Committee: 
Captain Russ Tryder (Vice Commodore) 

Zach Gloer (Fleet Captain) 
Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 

 
 

The Grounds & Marina Committee: 
Travis Gardner 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Martin Holland (Commodore) 

 
 

The Finance Committee: 
Jeffrey DiLaura 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Martin Holland (Commodore) 

 
 

The Fleet Committee: 
Zach Gloer (Fleet Captain) 

 
 

The Entertainment Committee: 
Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 

Kay Gasgarth (Harbor Lites President) 
 
 

Membership/Marketing: 
Jeffrey DiLaura 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Martin Holland (Commodore) 

 
 

Endowment Committee: 
Martin Holland (Commodore) 

 

CHYC SCHEDULE: 
 

Fuel: Fuel dock is temporarily closed due to renovations being done to the Marina 
 

Ship’s Store: Online and In-house Ship Store is now open 
 

 Office Hours: Monday Closed, Tuesday-Friday 
 

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Lunch Tuesday – Friday: 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

Shipwrecked Tuesday: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Take Out or Dine In 
 

Wednesday - Thursday Pub Nites: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM -Take Out or Dine In 
 

Friday Fine Dining: 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM (RSVP) Close 9:00 PM 
 

Sunday À La Carte Brunch/Lunch : 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
 

 
**RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED** 

 

Please make sure we have your current e-mail address 
 

ALL ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, WATCH FOR 

UPDATES IN E-MAIL BLASTS 

 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 

 
 

In order to make your dining experience extraordinary, 
Reservations are necessary. 

 

Reservations may be made any working day of the month up to 
the event. Please understand that any  

reservations made via voicemail are not guaranteed. 
To guarantee your reservation, 

please follow up with a phone call. 

 
Cancellations must be made 24 hours prior to the function, or 

your account will be charged a cancellation fee. 
(Fees may be subject to the event, total, etc.) 

 

As you can see we have openings for our Committees.   
Please, contact Martin Holland or Debbie DiLaura if you are  

interested in serving on any of our Committees. 
 

If you are interested in serving on any of the  

CHYC Committees Contact: 

 

Martin Holland 
Commodore@Charlotteharboryc.com 

 

Or 
 

Debbie DiLaura 
Manager@charlotteharboryc.com 
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COMMODORE'S COLUMN  

Dear Members, 

 

It is great to see a lot of you returning from your Summer away.  Welcome back, we have missed you. 

I would like to welcome our returning Members, Steve and Cathy Cammick, as well as our new  
Members, Walter Chapman and Phyllis Gambone.  It will be a pleasure seeing all your new faces at the 
Club.  
 

The Comedy Night was a great change of pace and the start of more to come.  Debbie is working on 
some additional shows for us.  If you missed it, you missed a great time.  Be sure to catch the next 
events. 
 

The Halloween Party was held on the 31st.  If you were not there, you missed another great time.  It has 
been well overdue to shoot the Cannon off at Sunset.  Something that I have missed.  Sunset Cannon  
every Friday on the back lawn, weather permitting.  If we have inclement weather to keep us inside, we have a good ole Key 
West conch shell to announce sunset.  Be sure to help us with the countdowns.  
 

The Club’s Thanksgiving dinner is going to be held on Wednesday the 26th. This will allow all of our staff to spend Thanks-
giving with their friends and family, as we start the Holiday Season there at the Club.  If you are looking to get a jump on the 
Holiday we will have early Thanksgiving festivities at the Club.  Make your reservations, 
 

In Welcoming back home are our Members who completed in the 2.4mR Inclusive World Championship 2025 that was held at 
Fraglia Vela Malcesine, Italy.  October 7th – 12th.  The 2.4mR US Class President John Seepe and Past President Tony  
Pocklington, both CHYC Members, sailed in the 55-boat fleet with competitors from all over the World.  Jeffrey Linton of Da-
vis Island YC has completed here at CHYC over the years, is now the newly crowned World Champion in the 2.4mR Class.   

Congratulations to him and the other US competitors who participated.  Tim Ripley, Chuck Allen, Jeff Reinhold and Andrew  

Parish.  We will see them all back here for the 2026 CanAm 2.4mR Regatta Series, starting next January and running to the 
end of March. 
 

This is a call for volunteers to help with on-the-water and onshore activities.  If you would like to help with any part of the  
regattas, please contact Bob Knowles at bobknow@comcast.net.  In particular, we could use your help to launch in the morn-
ings and retrieve the boats after the day of racing. 
 

We would like to give every Member an opportunity to remember those who have served us so well throughout the year by  

donating to the CHYC Employee Christmas/Holiday Fund.  Your contribution is strictly voluntary and gives you the oppor-
tunity to  recognize the dedication and service of our staff, those that you see and those who work behind the scenes.  To par-
ticipate in the fund, simply send in the amount you would like to contribute with a separately check from your billing payment; 
any amount is appreciated.  Please identify your donation in your memo for the Employee Christmas Fund.  We request that 
you receive your donations by December 19, 2019. 
 

As a Member of the Florida Council of Yacht Clubs (FCYC), which allows you as a Member of CHYC to visit the thirty-six 
yacht and sailing club members throughout Florida, located from the Panhandle to the Florida Keys, that make up the  

membership of FCYC.  FCYC is dedicated to encouraging the sport of yachting and general club activities while promoting  
beneficial legislation and safety afloat. If you are interested in getting involved in representing CHYC as a Delegate Director, 
please contact me at commodore@charlotteharboryc.com.  This is the website link for FCYC https://
floridacouncilofyachtclubs.com.  If you plan to visit any of the Council Clubs, please contact them directly for further infor-
mation on reservations or any additional information they may have. 
 

The BOD will be acting as the Nominating Committee for this year. Please, contact me directly at  

commodore@charlotteharboryc.com if you are interested in serving as a Flag Officer’s positions for next year. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and participation in the Club.  We have a fun month ahead, and I look forward to seeing 
you at the Club. 
 

See you at the Club, 
 

 

 

Commodore 

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 

mailto:bobknow@comcast.net
mailto:commodore@charlotteharboryc.com
https://floridacouncilofyachtclubs.com
https://floridacouncilofyachtclubs.com
mailto:commodore@charlotteharboryc.com


4 

VICE COMMODORE 

Good to be back!  
 
Bonnie and Sinbad, our 14-year-old pup, let me come along so they’d have a chauffeur and handyman 
for our new to use “Land Yacht.”  
 
For our maiden voyage we set a wondering and leisurely course up through the picturesque Smoky 
Mountains and Blue Ridge Mountains (Ashville, NC). Stayed a couple of unforgettable days in  
Intercourse, Pennsylvania Dutch and Amish country then skirted the Poconos ending in New England. 
We dropped anchor in Maine and Massachusetts visiting family and friends for a couple of weeks. The 
weather was conducive for long walks in the woods and some hiking. Sinbad was in heaven! Great 
food, some home cooked, just to top it off.  
 
Our motorhome is a 2007 and we considered this our shakedown cruise due to just purchasing it a  
couple of weeks prior and being our first adventure with it. And we need to learn the systems!  As  

intimated, the motor home has some age to it, so Bonnie worked her decorative magic and transformed it into a very nicely  
appointed home on wheels. Mechanically it’s in great shape, however we put all new brakes, master cylinder and brake lines all 
around for safety purposes and serviced the air conditioner and generator for prudence prior to leaving on our trip.  
 
Glad to have done the brakes as after leaving Ashville there is a steep and long, long downhill grade that tested them fully.  
Then it was time to live up to a true “shakedown cruise” the microwave crapped out just before the refrigerator died. With that 
all said we had a great time and look forward to our next adventure. It’s a great way to travel being together, seeing the  
countryside and meeting new people.  
 
Final thought cruising in a motorhome is similar to a trawler both remind me of a Turtle as they travel slowly and carry their 
home with them!  
 
So, it’s great to travel, however it’s better to be back home! 
 
Sincerely,  
Capt. Russ  
CHYC Vice Commodore 
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Ahoy, Members! 

 

November is one of the best months to be on the water here in Charlotte Harbor — cooler mornings, calm 
seas and plenty of opportunities to enjoy boating with fellow members before the holiday season kicks 
into full swing.  Here’s what’s coming up for our boating fleet this month: 

 

 

  Upcoming Boating Activities 

➤ Tuesday, November 11 – Veterans’ Salute Harbor Cruise 
Join us as we honor our veterans with a relaxed afternoon cruise through Charlotte Harbor.  We’ll gather 
at 1000 hours for a brief dockside ceremony, followed by a scenic flotilla down the Peace River and 
around Charlotte Harbor.  Vessels are encouraged to fly U.S. flags or patriotic décor.  A raft-up and light  

refreshments will follow. 

➤ Saturday, November 15 – Sunset Raft-Up at Ponce Park. 
Depart the club docks around 1500 hours for a casual evening on the hook.  Bring your favorite appetizers and join us for a  

golden Gulf sunset.  Extra room may be available on Fleet captains’ boat so join in.  

➤ Wednesday, November 19 – Lunch Run to Burnt Store Marina 
A perennial favorite!  We’ll depart the CHYC docks at 1100 hours and head down the Peace River for a social dockside lunch. 
Please RSVP so we can reserve adequate slips and tables.  All boat sizes welcome. 

➤ Thursday, November 27 -28 – Boats-giving 
Join us for something different this Thanksgiving.  Our 4th annual Boats-Giving raft up and overnight will be on Thursday  
November 27th.  Boat will depart in the morning and plan on rafting up in Pelican Bay for the night.  Bring a dish to share and join 
in the fun.  Contact the fleet captain for more info.  

 

⚓ Reminders & Notes 

• VHF Channel 72 remains our standard hailing and coordination channel during club events. 
Sign-up sheets email Fleet Captain Zach at Zgloer@hotmail.com for all outings sign-ups! 
• Be sure your navigation lights and safety gear are in order — daylight hours are shorter this time of year. 
We’re also looking for volunteers to help plan the December Holiday Boat Parade — if interested, drop me a note! 
As we move into the season of gratitude, I want to thank every Member who’s helped make our boating program so active and 
enjoyable.  Whether you’re captaining a cruiser, sailing or joining us shoreside, your enthusiasm keeps our harbor community 
strong. 

 

I look forward to seeing you out there — fair winds, calm seas and plenty of good company! 

 

Warm regards, 
Zach Gloer 
Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club Fleet Captain 

FLEET REPORT 

mailto:Zgloer@hotmail.com
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A NOTE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

Dear Esteemed Members, 

 

As we move further into November, we are delighted to share the exciting line-up of events 
and opportunities at our club.  Your continued engagement and generosity truly make our 
community special. 

 

· Harbor Lites Luncheon – Tuesday, November 11: Join us for a delightful afternoon of 
good food and camaraderie. It’s a wonderful opportunity to connect with the Ladies of the 
Club and welcome our newest additions. 
· Cigar and Bourbon Night – Tuesday, November 18: Savor fine cigars and top-shelf 
bourbon in a relaxed setting. Whether you’re a connoisseur or just curious, this event  

promises a memorable evening. 

· Gun Club – Tuesday, November 25: Our Gun Club event offers a safe and enjoyable  

atmosphere for enthusiasts. Come for the sport, stay for the conversation! 
· Paint and Sip – Wednesday, November 12: This is a wonderful opportunity to unleash your creativity, socialize 
with fellow members and enjoy a relaxing evening filled with art and refreshments. 

· Thanksgiving Buffet – Wednesday, November 26: Celebrate the season with family and friends at our annual 
Thanksgiving Buffet.  Enjoy traditional favorites and festive cheer as we give thanks together. 

 

We are thrilled to welcome new members to our club this month!  Your presence enriches our community and we 
look forward to seeing you at upcoming events.  Please introduce yourselves and make the most of all our club has to 
offer. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended our recent Comedy Show.  The turnout was fantastic, and the laughter 
shared made the evening a huge success.  Events like these wouldn’t be possible without your enthusiastic support! 

 

I am pleased to announce that fresh fuel will be arriving at the marina soon.  We'll provide further updates  

regarding the exact delivery date and any special procedures as soon as possible.  I would also like to extend a warm 
welcome to all member boats returning to the marina. The docks have missed your presence and our clubhouse is  
excited to see you back on the water.  We hope you have had a wonderful season and look forward to supporting you 
throughout your stay.  If you have any questions regarding the fuel delivery or marina services, please feel free 
to contact the marina office.  Our staff is always here to assist you. 

 
As the holidays approach, we invite you to join us in giving back to those in need.  Donations are now open for the 
following drives: 

 

· Employee Holiday Fund: Let’s show appreciation for the hardworking staff who make our club experience  

exceptional. 

· Toys for Tots: Help us bring joy to children in our community by donating new, unwrapped toys. 

· St. Vincent DePaul Food Drive: Contributions of non-perishable food items will help provide meals to families in 
need during the holiday season. 

 

Donation boxes and information are available at the club entrance.  Your generosity truly makes a difference! 

 
Thank you for being a vital part of our Club.  We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and working 
together to make this holiday season bright for all.  

 

With Great Respect,  

Debbie DiLaura 
BOD/General Manager 

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 
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COMEDY NIGHT 
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HALLOWEEN NIGHT 
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DRESS CODE DEFINITIONS 
 

Jacket Required: Gentlemen wear suits or sports coat and trousers, dress shirt and tie (optional), turtleneck or dressy 
collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies wear dresses or suits, long or short skirts, or dressy slacks and tops. 
 
Casual: Gentlemen wear dressy slacks, collared shirt, turtleneck or dressy collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies wear 
skirts, dressy slacks and tops. For Gentlemen and Ladies, no shorts, no torn or cutoff clothing. Dress denim is  
allowed. 
 
Shorts Permitted: Gentlemen wear dressy slacks or appropriate length shorts, collared shirt, turtleneck or dressy  
collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies wear skirts, dressy slacks or dressy shorts and tops. For Gentlemen and Ladies,  
no T-shirts, torn or cutoff clothing. Upscale denim is allowed. 
 
Casual-Casual: Designated areas are the Ships Wheel and the Outside Deck the designated areas for men and women 
to wear athletic clothing to include, but not limited to, sport clothing, T-shirts and shorts. The Ships Wheel will permit 
this type of dress between the hours of 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. The Outside Deck will permit 
this type of dress from the Club opening until Club closing, unless there is a private function being held using the out-
side deck. 
 
Please note: T-shirts are never permitted in the dining room.  
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Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 
4400 Lister Street 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

THE WINDOW TO THE HARBOR 

Keep checking your e-mail and Instagram for Updates 
(Please make sure we have your current e-mail address) 


