
1 ¢ƛƴŀ ²ŜƛŘŀ 



2 

 

CHARLOTTE HARBOR YACHT 
CLUB FOUNDED 1973 
Port Charlotte, Florida 

 

2026 Officers 
Commodore  Captain Russ Tryder 

Vice Commodore   
Rear Commodore Steve Moore 

Fleet Captain   
Secretary  John Seepe 

Treasurer 
 

Directors 2026-2027 
Fleet Chaplain  

Fleet Surgeon  Dr. John Farnham 
Safety Officer  Martin Holland 
Florida Commodores Association 
Chapter Commodore  Martin Holland 
FCYC Delegate  Martin Holland 

Harbor Lites President  Kay Gasgarth 
Harbormasters President  
Parliamentarian  

Depth Sounder Publisher  Debbie DiLaura 
Depth Sounder Editors  Tina Barnes 

 

The DEPTH SOUNDER is a 
monthly publication of the 
Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 

printed in Port Charlotte, Florida 

 

 
The Executive Committee: 
Captain Russ Tryder  (Commodore) 

(Vice Commodore) 

Steve Moore Steve (Rear Commodore)  
 
 

The House & Rules Committee: 
Captain Russ Tryder (Commodore) 

(Fleet Captain) 
Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 

 
 

The Grounds & Marina Committee: 
Travis Gardner 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Captain Russ Tryder (Commodore) 

 
 

The Finance Committee: 
Jeffrey DiLaura 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Captain Russ Tryder (Commodore) 

 
 

The Fleet Committee: 
(Fleet Captain) 

 
 

The Entertainment Committee: 
Phyllis Gambone (Chairperson) 
Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Kay Gasgarth (Harbor Lites President) 

 
 

Membership/Marketing: 
Jeffrey DiLaura 

Debbie DiLaura (General Manager) 
Captain Russ Tryder (Commodore) 

 
 

Endowment Committee: 
Martin Holland (Past Commodore) 

 

CHYC SCHEDULE: 
 

Fuel: Fuel dock is temporarily closed due to renovations being done to the Marina 
 

Shipôs Store: Online and In-house Ship Store is now open 
 

 Office Hours: Monday Closed, Tuesday-Friday 
 

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Lunch Tuesday ï Friday: 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

Tuesday Pub Nites: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Take Out or Dine In 
 

Wednesday - Thursday Pub Nites: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM -Take Out or Dine In 
 

Friday Fine Dining: 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM (RSVP) Close 9:00 PM 
 

Sunday ê La Carte Brunch/Lunch : 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
 

 
**RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED** 

 

Please make sure we have your current e-mail address 
 

ALL ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, WATCH FOR 

UPDATES IN E-MAIL BLASTS 

 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 

 

In order to make your dining experience extraordinary, 
Reservations are necessary! 

 

Reservations are accepted during business hours up  
until the day of your event. Please note: Voicemail  
requests are not confirmed until you speak with us  
directly. While we strive to accommodate everyone, we 

strongly recommend booking in advance, as  
same-day availability cannot be guaranteed. 

 
Cancellations must be made 24 hours prior to the function  

and/or your dining reservation,  
to avoid your account being charged a cancellation fee. 

(Fees may be subject to the event, total, etc.) 

 

As you can see we have openings for our Committees.   
Please, contact Russ Tryder or Debbie DiLaura if you are  

interested in serving on any of our Committees. 
 

If you are interested in serving on any of the  

CHYC Committees Contact: 
 

Russ Tryder 
Commodore@Charlotteharboryc.com 

 

Or 
 

Debbie DiLaura 
Manager@charlotteharboryc.com 
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COMMODORE'S COLUMN 

Hello fellow CHYC Members, 
 
One month in and the ship is still upright!  Ha!  Ha! 
 
As expressed in my last monthôs, first as Commodore, letter Club camaraderie is best served by 
blending long time Members experiences and infusion of new Memberôs energy and ideas are 
the lifeblood of any organization.  It is very important to encourage Membership engagement 
through fun and casual activities along with our more established events.  We want to make it 
inviting and interesting to all with varied ideas. 
 
In February we held a get together for the purpose of sharing ideas.  It was a great meeting with 
some longtime Members and newer Members joining forces.  Thank you all!  Some of the  
ideas discussed were monthly dock parties, movie nights, guest speaker(s), trivia nights, theme 
nights, kayaking excursions, pickleball, boating activities, communication and hospitality  

committees and there were many more.  
 
Several activities being implemented directly from the get together are ñMoving & Groovingò with Avice, crocheting 
with Nauti Stitches 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, Fleet Committee planning fun boating activities, etc.  
 
Keep in mind ñMany hands make light workò please contact Phyllis Gambone cell# 610-505-9124 as Entertainment and 
Activities Chairperson or myself if youôre interested in getting a little more involved. 
 
Please join me welcoming new members Ron and Debbie Blue and Joseph ñSonnyò Theobald.  The crew is growing! 
 
It is with deep sadness I share with you the passing of long-time Member and accomplished Yachtsman David Shumaker 
as heôs made his ñFinal Voyage over the Horizon.ò  Our condolences accompanied by ñEight Bellsò to Janice and  
Davidôs family. 
 
Tarpon Waterfront Village LLC, our property owners and developer of the proposed luxury condominiums adjacent to 
CHYC, had a public hearing on February 25th in which the Charlotte County Commissioners voted to approve 110 units.  
The permitting process is still underway however this vote is a major step in the realization of the vision for Membership 
growth and enhanced amenities at CHYC.  
 
Refer to the Depth Sounder to follow the calendar and flyers for upcoming events and activities.  
 
February was busy with two regattas at the Club, CHYC Regatta and the 2.4mR CanAm #3, collages of both races and 
all the winners can be found starting on page 19.  We have another busy regatta period coming up with 2.4mR regatta, 
CanAm #4 March 23rd and 24th then CanAm #5 on the 26,  27 and 28th.  It is fun to watch all the activities and volunteers 
are always needed. 
 
Hope to see you at the Club and out on the water!  
 
Fair winds and following seas, 
 
Capt. Russ Tryder 
Commodore, CHYC 



4 

A NOTE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

Dear Esteemed Members, 
  
I trust this message finds you in good health and looking forward to an engaging spring  
season at the Club.  We have arranged a comprehensive schedule of events and updates to 
share. 
  
Please join me in extending a warm welcome to our new Members, Ron and Debbie Blue and 
Joseph C. "Sonny" Theobald, as they become part of our community.  Kindly take a moment 
to introduce yourselves and make them feel welcome at the Club. 
  
Do not overlook our new clubs and activities designed for Member enjoyment.  Nauti  
Stitches, our crafting group, convenes on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at 
10:00 am.  This presents an excellent opportunity for connection, learning and creative  
engagement.  Please bring along your craft project. 

  
For those seeking to maintain an active lifestyle, please do not hesitate to reach out to Avice for Moving and Grooving 
and express your interest.  Regardless of who you are, this session offers an invigorating start to your day with spirited 
company.  We are looking forward to kicking off the event in April. 
  
The Harbor Lites Fashion Show is scheduled for March 10th at 11:00 am. Tickets remain available; ensure you pur-
chase yours promptly to enjoy an afternoon of style and entertainment.  For those volunteering to make gift baskets, 
please drop them off at the front office on March 3rd.  
  
The Cigar and Bourbon Night is slated for the evening of March 10th.  We invite you to an evening featuring premium 
cigars, curated bourbon tastings, smooth jazz and light refreshmentsðan ideal setting for relaxation and social  
interaction.  Kindly mark your calendars accordingly. Ladies are also most welcome. 
  
Our Book Club will meet in April. Please be on the lookout for the email bulletin with the upcoming date and time. 
Should you wish to recommend any titles for our reading list, feel free to visit the office or contact us via email. 
  
We are delighted to introduce new menus at the Club, showcasing fresh selections for enjoyable dining with loved 
ones and friends.  We encourage you to visit and try these new offerings. 
  
Lastly, please reserve the date for our Easter celebrations.  Additional details will follow shortly; however, we assure 
you a memorable occasion for Members across all age groups. 
  
Regarding the clubhouse and grounds enhancements undertaken in February, approximately $40,000 was invested. 
Improvements include the installation of stone around the marina, repairs to the marinaôs pump-out system and an 
addition of a second pump-out, pond cleaning and fountain repairs, repair of the concrete steps to the deck and stairs 
leading to the harbormasterôs building, gutter maintenance, HVAC condensation line repairs, dock painting and  
sealing, enhancement of canal lighting leading to the marina, procurement of additional lighting for the canal and 
trimming of palm trees and side hedges.  Interior renovations involved fixing the stools in the Ship's Wheel Bar,  
repairing and painting the galley doors and improving bathroom lighting.  We will soon be adding additional seating 
outside of the Shipôs Wheel Bar paved area for you to enjoy.  Menu expansions we made to Lunch, Pub Night, Fine 
Dining and Sunday Breakfast Menus, along with an increased selection of cigars. 
  
As we have been getting busier, it is strongly recommended that members make reservations sooner rather than  
later.  Donôt wait until Friday or the day of to make them. 
  
Thank you so much for being such a vital part of our Club.  We're excited to see you at our upcoming events and can't 
wait to make more wonderful memories together. 
 

With Great Respect, 

Debbie DiLaura 
BOD/General Manager 

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 
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Gun Club 11:00 
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