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CHARLOTTE HARBOR YACHT 
CLUB - FOUNDED 1973 

Port Charlotte, Florida 
 

2022 Officers 
Commodore                                              Tom O’Brien 
Vice Commodore                             Jim Bennett 
Rear Commodore                              Ralph DeCesare 
Fleet Captain                                                Jeff Letteri 
Secretary                                                   Roger Strube 
Treasurer                                                    Doug Foster 
 
Directors 2022-23                        Directors 2022-2024 
Dan Nery                      Tony Pocklington 
Jav Albarran            Bev Brady       
  
Ex Officio                    Martin Holland 
Fleet Chaplain                                                       Open 
Fleet Surgeon                                    Dr. John Farnham 
Florida Commodores Association 
Chapter President                                        Open 
FCYC Delegate         Jav Albarran 
Harbor Lites President                       Audrey Walther 
Harbormasters President                                   Open 
Parliamentarian                                                    Open 
Depth Sounder Publisher                           Tina Weida  
Depth Sounder Editors                           CHYC Office 
 

The DEPTH SOUNDER is a  
monthly publication of the  

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club  
printed in Port Charlotte, Florida 

CHARLOTTE HARBOR YACHT CLUB  
 

Office Hours - Monday through Friday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
Reservations - 941-629-5131 Email: chyc@charlotteharboryc.com  

 

Website - www.charlotteharboryc.com 

CHYC  AUGUST SCHEDULE                                                                  
Fuel: Fuel dock is closed until further notice.  

Ship’s Store: Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM   

Friday 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM - Sunday 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

LUNCH: TUESDAY 11:00AM to 2:00 PM 

Ship’s Wheel: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 4:00 PM - Close 

Wednesday: Closed 

SHIPWRECKED THURSDAY: 4:00 - Close  

Friday Pub Nite: 5:00 PM to Close   

Sunday Breakfast: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM  

 

September 1 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 2 - Pub Nite Open House 5:00 PM - Close   

September 6 - Harbor Lites Meeting/Lunch 11:00 AM  

September 7 - Prime Rib Buffet 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

September 8 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 15 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 16- Pub Nite Open House 5:00 PM - Close   

September 17 - CHYC Fleet Deck Party 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

September 22 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 29 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 29 - Sip & Paint 6:00 PM Ship’s Wheel  

 

ALL ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, WATCH FOR UPDATES IN E-MAIL BLASTS  

AND ON FACEBOOK 

*RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED* 
 

Due to seating capacity, we reserve the right to assign seating as needed  
to meet our seating capacity.  

 
Reservations are a must for ALL Functions. Cancellations must be 
made 24 hours prior to function or your account will be charged.  

Meals may be picked up in lieu of attending. 
 

If you are interested in serving on any of the CHYC Committees Contact: 

House & Rules 
Vice Commodore: Jim Bennett  

jbennett2789@comcast.net  
 

Grounds & Marina  
Rear Commodore: Ralph DeCesare  

rdecesare21@gmail.com  
 

Membership: Beverly Brady 
bev.peterson.brady@gmail.com  

 
Fleet: 

Fleet Captain: Jeff Letteri 
creator_one@yahoo.com 

 
Entertainment: Tina Weida 

teaweid@yahoo.com 
 

Endowment: Jeff Letteri  
creator_one@yahoo.com 

 

The Executive Committee: 

Commodore: Tom O’ Brien 
Vice Commodore: Jim Bennett  
Rear Commodore: Ralph DeCesare 
Past Commodore: Martin Holland 
 

The House & Rules Committee: 

Vice Commodore: Jim Bennett  
Maryann Letteri 
Mark Mastrangelo 
P/C Martin Holland 
 

The Grounds & Marina Committee: 

Rear Commodore: Ralph DeCesare 
Contact Ralph if you would like to serve 
 

The Finance Committee: 

Treasurer Doug Foster  
Bob Knowles 
Doug Shore 
Jeff Letteri 
P/C Martin Holland 
 

The Fleet Committee: 

Fleet Captain Jeff Letteri 
Contact Jeff if you would like to serve  
 

The Entertainment Committee: 
Tina Weida (Chairperson) 
Audrey Walther (Harbor Lites President) 
Terri Colaninno 
Lynn Pitz 
Ann Atwood 
 

Membership/Marketing: 

Beverly Brady (Chairperson) 
Michael Colgan 
Michael Slowinski 
Ralph DeCesare - Rear Commodore 
P/C Martin Holland 
Contact Bev if you would like to serve  
 

Endowment Committee: 

Jeff Letteri 
Jim Bennett 
Tina Weida 
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COMMODORE'S COLUMN 

Hello Members,   

 

Well, can you believe we are looking at Labor Day in a few days.  Kids are back in 
school, and it will be getting a bit chilly at night soon for our snowbirds in New England 
and the Upper Midwest.  So far, the hurricane season here has been a bust but plenty of 
time still for one or more to wreak its fearful head.  As you know Hurricane season     
includes September and October still ahead of us.  Meanwhile, during our three weeks of 
closure our members (volunteers) reupholstered over 200 chairs.  I want to thank once 

again, for this major effort, all those that were a part of this undertaking.  Carpets have been cleaned and 
the kitchen sanitized during the closure. 

 

Meanwhile, during the Isles Yacht Club closure for maintenance this past week, we welcomed over 75 
of their members to our Friday night “Feast on the Harbor.”  We even let their Commodore Rose fire off     
the cannon.  We promised her the cannon was pointed away from the IYC. (LOL).  The comments back 
on the food and service were quite positive. 

 

We are hoping that in October we may, on a monthly basis, arrange for dinner at the club followed by 
seating at the Charlotte Players theater. Dinner from 4:30 to 6:30 and show time at 7:30 P.M. More on 

that to follow. 

 

November will bring back the 21-piece Suncoast Swing Band and the Elvis Christmas show in                           
December.  The New Year promises other great mega-events.  As you know they will be open to the 
public with Club members getting priority seating and discounted tickets. 

 

Club members might also notice the new menus and prices that reflect the increased costs of food.     
Kudos for Mr. Letteri for continuing to perform General Managers duties while we focus now on       
recruiting a permanent replacement.  

 

Kudos for Ms. Tina Wieda for successfully handling multiple tasks that were in need of addressing 
while we search for a permanent Dining Room Manager. 

 

Bev Brady (Membership Chair Lady) is doing an outstanding job on advertising all that the Club has to 
offer to the outside public. 

 

Well, there are other highlights that I will leave to our Flag Officers and our Past Commodore to        
address. 

 

Keep a watchful eye on the Depth Sounder, Facebook and our email blasts for new event flyers and 
more information.  Please remember, we still need volunteers and member participation to make our 
Club successful. 

 

 

Tom O’Brien 

Commodore 
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HOUSE & RULES 

Ahoy fellow members, 
 
Our summer is closing fast and the start of cooler weather and the bright fall colors in our 
trees. Wait, that is up north, so our fall is just around the corner with not many changes 
being made for us. We do welcome back our travel members to Florida and your Club.  
We missed you all! 
 
Your fellow members have been very busy during our shut down, including cleaning, to 
get our Club ready for your return.  We welcome you back with open arms!   We thank 

each of these Club volunteers for their time and work to better our Club.  They repaired over 240 chairs 
among many other projects at our Club. 
 
You'll enjoy our Chef Gary and his Staff with their new menu and great cooking, Sharie and her well 
trained dining room Staff are waiting to serve you and Sheri with her monthly bar specials.  They all 
Welcome you back! 
 
Please remember, you need to make your reservations every time for dinner and with the time you want 
to eat. Our policy is that we only serve five tables each 1/2 hour.  This allows the kitchen staff adequate 
time to prepare and serve you.  This helps to make it a more enjoyable dining experience.  
 
Jim Bennett 
 
Vice Commodore 
 
H&R Chairman 

Greetings members, 

Welcome back after our shut down!  Hopefully, you have been back to our club and 

have noticed some changes inside the club and within the grounds.  If you have, you 

may have noticed the place has been spruced up.  If you have recently sat on any of 

the chairs in the Ship’s Wheel or the Dining Room, perhaps you feel a bit taller.  If 

you haven’t been back we urge you to visit soon!  We continue to try to keep after 

necessary repairs while working within a budget.  Most recently, a new spot light has 

replaced the old one which lights up the flag pole in the back. 

 

MARINA NEWS:  We currently have two (2) slips available.  If you or someone you know (member) is 

looking for a home for their boat, please contact me or Dockmaster, Rick Klosicki, who is on duty  

Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM.  We are always looking for ablebodied volunteers to 

help with our club, including our Grounds and Marina.  If you have some time to spare, please contact 

me at Rdecesare21@gmail.com. 

 

Ralph DeCesare 

Rear Commodore 

GROUNDS & MARINA  

mailto:Rdecesare21@gmail.com
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CLUB MANAGER 

Hello Members, 

It is great to have come out of our shut down and be back up and running again.  As we reopen, I ask you to be patient 

with the staff, as they have, for the summer months, been off a lot and they will have to get back into their rhythm.  I 

apologize for our first Friday, as things did not go perfectly and that will change and has changed as we had a fabulous 

turn out with no complaints regarding food service, eating time reservations and waiting times for drinks at our last 

Friday; which posted ninety (90) + people served in a style that we are accustomed to and Charlotte Harbor Yacht 

Club.  As we move forward, we have made so many improvements and I am sure the Bridge Officers will mention 

many of these things.  I know all of these things have been wrapped around the theme that the Bridge, Board of      

Directors and myself are trying to improve the member experience, as you are the most important customers of the 

Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club and you should not only be well served; but cherished.  As we move forward, we have a 

very busy schedule straight through until Christmas with many events; both member sponsored and from the outside.  

You might notice the prices at the yacht club have changed; tomorrow reflects the environment we live in right now.  

Please know, these will hopefully change back if things improve.  There was no alternative to this; we cannot lose 

money and continue to exist.  Please note also, outside parties and all other events and prices have been raised; with 

that comes raised expectations I am sure and we are challenged to meet it in the next coming months.  You will have a 

few  changes in the way things are booked at the Club; but just to review the way we are organized right now is that a 

volunteer member, Tina Weida, is in charge of all events at the Club and keeps the Club Calendar, including the    

myriad of other side jobs she does, thank you, Tina now and for your past efforts, as they do  not go unnoticed and 

they continue to have success.  Also, you will notice we have volunteers at our Reception Desk for the moment; these 

loyal members have signed up as we search for a new Receptionist to fill the position.  Please note, the reservations to 

dine; especially at night or maybe in the afternoon as well, are very necessary as we get into the our Fall Season are 

very, very necessary.  The staffing we have right now remains as flexible as we possibly can to be productive,       

profitable and return the best member experience.  As such, reservations are hugely helpful in being able to bring in 

extra people, when necessary, and to save money on staff that may not be needed on volumes.  On Friday nights,    

specifically, in order to dine in the Dining Room, reservations are required.  This is a new rule that institutes those who 

really want a fine dining experience will receive it.  Walk-ins are still discouraged but they will be seated only in the 

Wheel Room on a first come, first served basis for both seating and feeding.  Please also note, we have instituted timed 

ceilings in the fine dining area.  These are on the half hour starting at 5:00 PM, please be aware you will be asked what 

time you would prefer and after that time is given, you will be expected to be available and in the dining room with 

your entire party at your designated time .  Please note, we are changing the menu again to improve your experience 

and there will be more specials.  We are trying to get the best and freshest food available for you to enjoy at CHYC.  

We are encouraging lunches as we have in the past, please let the receptionist know if you are bringing a guest for 

lunch and if you are arriving by boat so we can make sure to accommodate your arrival.   

Soon the beautiful fall days of Florida will be upon us and those afternoons are quite special along our deck, our patio 

next to our gazebo.   

I would like to welcome all of our newest members and thank them for joining the CHYC family, I am looking       

forward to meeting all of you soon.  I thank you again for your support, understanding and guidance as we head into 

season and back into normal cadence at CHYC. 

 

Jeffrey J Letteri 

Acting General Manager 

Fleet Capitan 
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Well, fleet has been off and running and ready to go cruising!  We are already  

planning a cruise to Fort Myers for a dinner/show, I believe the show is “A Chorus 

Line”.  Thanks to Rear Commodore DeCesare for putting this on the calendar and 

for coordinating everything.  He also plans to start with anchor outs; short and 

sweet that will be blasted out one to two weeks before they happen, to visit places that we all know and 

love and are easy to get to,  that require very little planning as they are anchor outs perhaps for one night 

or two.  These also offer the opportunity of those with smaller boats to come down the harbor and      

perhaps participate in a beach lunch or a cocktail party on one of the member boats in perhaps Pelican 

Bay, the Myakka River or perhaps Cabage Key. Hats off to Tom Stroble for executing yet another   

wonderful deck party, please remember he has to do all the particulars, that means please thank him as 

these things don't just happen, they are done by wonderful volunteers.  I would like all those who are 

interested in cruising this winter to contact me directly via email and let me know what they would like 

to do; things like what would be your dream cruise, what your capabilities are and we can have a chat 

about how we can best fit that into our itineraries.  We would like to have a standing order of boats that 

will cruise regularly so that we can plan far ahead visit to these yacht clubs, which by the way if they are 

FCYC are free for the first night;  this is a huge benefit to numbers only extend it to full members.  

There are so many wonderful yacht clubs to visit it is hard in one season to see them all but I plan to try 

to get as many in at least on the West Coast as possible this winter;  definitely a trip south and definitely 

a trip north, with lots of little other joints in between.  Thank you and again and let's get out there. 

 

Jeffrey J Letteri 

Fleet Captain  

FLEET ACTIVITIES 
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HARBOR LITES 
Welcome back Ladies!  

 

It is hard to believe that summer is finally over and fall is about to begin; especially here in   
Southwest Florida where it is warm and sunny most of the day; however, we do get our fair 
share of those intermittent showers each day.  We have had quite a few changes here at 
CHYC over the last several months and due to those changes, we will need to replace several 
of our Harbor Lites Board members.  We will need to replace our 2nd Vice President, our 
Corresponding Secretary and our Hospitality position.  Please consider joining our wonderful 

Board and be sure to let one of our Board members know that you would like to join us.  Our Hospitality  
person helps plan our monthly menus with our Chef.  Tina Weida provides the menu flyer for the Depth 
Sounder.  We have a wonderful Board and would love to have you as a Board Member.  We hold our Board 
meetings on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM; the Board meetings generally last for just one 
hour.  This month only, we will be ordering our meal from the regular CHYC menu.   

 

We try to provide the upcoming Harbor Lites programs in advance; when it is possible to do so.  This month 
Jean Finks, President of the League of Women Voters will be our speaker.  In October, Kim  Amontree will 
share details of the upcoming School Board Tax Renewal.  

 

If you are a new member and are receiving the Depth Sounder for the first time, Harbor Lites ladies hold their 
meetings on the first Tuesday of  the month.  The doors open at 9:30 AM for coffee and muffins; the meeting    
begins at 10:30 AM.  We hold a short business meeting then our 2nd Vice President presents a monthly    
program for our members followed by a wonderful meal prepared by our fabulous Chef.  We have added 
quite a few new CHYC members recently and we extend an open invitation to all of our members to join us 
for Harbor Lites on the first Tuesday of the month.  We have a sign up sheet for the upcoming month with 
both the Hot and the Cold  menus listed.  Please feel free to sign up, in advance, so the Kitchen Staff can be 
better prepared for the next meeting.  Our next meeting will be on September 6, 2022,  please call in and 
make your reservation with our Receptionist.  

 

If you have any topics or questions you would like to share with our Harbor Lites group, please feel free to 
contact Audrey Walther or any other Harbor Lites Board member and we will try to accommodate you.  

 
Our next Harbor Lites meeting will be Tuesday, October 4, 2022.   

See you around the Club! 
 

Audrey Walther, President  

 

Bridge Winners… 
 
August 16th                  Diane Floramo  
                 
August 23rd     1st Chuck Floramo 
                                 2nd Bev Brady 
                                 3rd Diane Floramo
  
August 30th       1st Guest 
      2nd Chuck Floramo
      3rd  Irene Runkle 
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New members email your photos to teaweid@yahoo.com                                         

New Members please mark your calendars for           
 October 12, 2022 Meet and Greet                

Linda Rothfuss, Sari Knip, Ed Kita, Kathy Cusimano, Steven Tull, Peyton Phillips,  

Mary Katherine Moore, Christopher Anstey, Renee McKenney, Bruce Millar, Tim McShane, 

Ross Long, Sally Long, Jean Mastrangelo, Mark Mastrangelo, Pat Jaccoud, Brad Gamblin, 

Fredrick Hefer, Dustin Worth, Ryan McDonald, Joseph Sangiovanni, Robert Fyvie, Darlene 

Fyvie, Dwight Williams, Curt Mahlstedt, Karen Mahlstedt, Scott Reynolds, Mariann Marshall, 

Ryan Crawford, Laurie Marks, Owen Marks, Joshua Campbell, Trisha Downs,  Rosalyn Di Iorio, 

Larry Brown and Jeff Pearson 

CHYC 2022 New Members                                                                                    
Welcome to the Club!   

Thank You, New Members for joining our wonderful 
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14880 Tamiami Trail                         
North Port, FL 34287 
www.SRSsells.com 
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                   DRESS CODE DEFINITIONS      
                                                                                           
Jacket Required: Gentlemen wear suits or sports coat 

and trousers, dress shirt and tie (optional), turtleneck or 

dressy collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies wear dresses 

or suits, long or short skirts, or dressy slacks and tops.    

                                                                                                                             

Casual: Gentlemen wear dressy slacks, collared shirt,                            

turtleneck or dressy collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies 

wear skirts, dressy slacks and tops. For Gentlemen and 

Ladies, no shorts, no torn or cutoff clothing. Dress denim 

is allowed.       

                                                                                                          

Shorts Permitted: Gentlemen wear dressy slacks or             

appropriate length shorts, collared shirt, turtleneck or 

dressy collarless shirt with sleeves. Ladies wear skirts, 

dressy slacks or dressy shorts and tops. For Gentlemen 

and Ladies, no tee shirts, torn or cutoff clothing. Upscale 

denim is allowed.           

                                                                                                             

Casual-Casual: Designated areas are the Ships Wheel 

and the Outside Deck -the designated areas for men and 

women to wear athletic clothing to include, but not                                  

limited to, sport clothing, tee shirts and shorts. The Ships 

Wheel will permit this type of dress between the hours of 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. The Out-

side Deck will permit this type of dress from the Club 

opening until Club closing, unless there is a private func-

tion being held using the outside deck. 

 

Please note: T-shirts are never permitted in the din-

ing room.  
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Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 
4400 Lister Street 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

CURRENT RESIDENT OR... 

THE WINDOW TO THE HARBOR 

Upcoming Events: 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

LUNCH: TUESDAY 11:00AM to 2:00 PM 

Ship’s Wheel: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 4:00 PM - Close 

SHIPWRECKED THURSDAY: 4:00 - Close  

Friday Pub Nite: 5:00 PM to Close   

Sunday Breakfast: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM  

September 1 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 2 - Pub Nite Open House 5:00 PM - Close   

September 6 - Harbor Lites Meeting/Lunch 11:00 AM  

September 7 - Prime Rib Buffet 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 

September 8 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 15 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 16- Pub Nite Open House 5:00 PM - Close   

September 17 - CHYC Fleet Deck Party 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

September 22 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 29 - Shipwrecked Thursday 4:00 PM - Close 

September 29 - Sip & Paint 6:00 PM Ship’s Wheel  

 
*RESERVATION REQUIRED FOR DINING AT THE CLUB* 

 

Keep checking your e-mail and Facebook for Updates 
(Please make sure we have your current e-mail address) 


