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Washington County Republican Party Passes Resolutions to
Address Monopolies, Intent to Go Armed and Election
Regulations

The Washington County Republican Party Executive Committee (CEC) passed a series
of resolutions at their meeting on October 28, 2025. Passed with a unanimous vote by
the CEC, the resolutions included asking the Tennessee General Assembly for
immediate repeal of Certificate of Need Laws, closing primaries, making municipal
elections partisan and a resolution against intent to go armed law.

Two of the resolutions sought to address Tennessee Constitution issues. The Certificate
of Need resolution pointed to the local healthcare monopoly being unconstitutional per
Article 1, section 22. The healthcare monopoly was created out of a merger of two
competing health systems. The Tennessee legislature went against the advice of the
FTC and in 2019 passed the law allowing the merger. Current Certificate of Need laws
require competing healthcare systems to apply to the state for permission to enter the
market.



Area legislators were asked at the August WCRP quarterly meeting what they could do
to improve area healthcare. Representative Tim Hicks said he spoke to Nashville
healthcare systems and they don’t want to come here.

WCRP Chair Danielle Goodrich says the next question should be "Why don’t they want
to come here?” Goodrich continued, “ They don’t want to come here because it’'s an
unlevel playing field where they incur hefty legal fees with no guarantee they can enter
a supposed free market. How about we level the playing field by repealing CON laws
and then we ask the question.”

Other Tennessee Constitutional issues were discussed in the intent to go armed
resolution. A Tennessee statute that made it a crime to carry a gun with the “intent to go
armed”, was declared unconstitutional and void by a three-judge panel in August 2025.
The ruling stated the law violated the Second Amendment and that it was too broad,
potentially allowing officers to stop and arrest individuals simply for having a gun. The
WCRP resolution urges the Tennessee General Assembly to repeal Tennessee Code
Annotated § 39-17-1307(a)(1) and eliminate the criminalization of the lawful intent to
carry arms and affirms rights guaranteed under the Second Amendment.

Bipartisan municipal elections were addressed in the third WCRP resolution. The
WCRP urges the Tennessee General Assembly to enact legislation requiring all
candidates for statewide, county and municipal elections to declare their party affiliation
when qualifying for office.

The fourth resolution urges the Tennessee General Assembly to enact legislation
requiring party registration as a condition for participation in partisan primary elections
to help strengthen the integrity of the Republican primaries and strengthen voter
confidence.

WCRP Chair Danielle Goodrich said, “I ran on following principles, not politicians. We
just had a successful fundraiser dinner, now we are looking to encourage policy that will
improve our community. My hope is these resolutions lead to legislation and the
conservative policies Tennessee needs.”

On November 8th the WCRP will hold a quarterly membership meeting open to all area
Republicans. All upcoming events and information can be found on the website.

https://washingtoncountyrepublicanparty.org/
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