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MISSION STATEMENT

The Mojave Desert Chapter of MOAA embraces “Never Stop Serving”
our uniformed service retirees, veterans, those currently serving, their families
and surviving spouses, through advocacy at the Federal and State levels on issues
relating to the unique challenges of uniformed service.
Additionally, we are committed to volunteer engagement with the needs of the communities,
jointly and individually.

You arne cordially cnvited
to participate in our membership luncheon on Wednesday, 19 November 2025
at the Bear Valley Country Club, at 13299 Spring Valley Parkway, Victorville CA 92395.

The social hour will begin at 1100 hours followed by lunch at 1200 hours. The “Michelin Star” meal will include a

delicious entrée with vegetables, dessert, and a varied assortment of non-alcoholic beverages.
A vegan meal is also available upon request, but please make reservation for it by Thursday 13 November.The cost

is $28.00 per person. Please make reservations by Monday, 17 November by contacting our

President at michaelwmoticha@verizon.net or (760) 792-5004 (cell).

Our guest speaker will be Rick Bui, President of the Apple Valley Rotary Club.
Rick is a a self-described "busy body." He says his passion for volunteering began at age 15 when
he started work at the University of California Irvine (UCI) Medical Center in Orange County.
After his father's death, he became more aware of what his Vietnamese family had endured
during the Vietnam War years, and gained a profound respect and appreciation for the American
servicemen and women who fought alongside the South Vietnamese to save his family and
many others, like USAF veteran of 21 years, Joe Jackson. He will also talk about his
Veterans Oasis Project and his work with VFW Joshua Palms Post 2924.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
LTC Michael W. Moticha
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NOVEMBER OPPORTUNITIES

Here in the High Desert, the month of November is associated with Veterans to a very high degree. November
11", Veterans Day, is a single day of the month, celebrated by all. However, if you check out the High Desert
activities calendar, especially the first week of the month, there are many more days giving you the opportunity to
not only acknowledge Veterans, their individual and mutual accomplishments, but to meet them and express your
true feelings for their dedication to the United States. I hope you have the time, the desire and the ability, to
participate in these other events.

I’'m not trying to “Call the Kettle Black,” though it may sound that way. Everyone of our Chapter members is a
Veteran and deserves recognition. So, why not wait on someone to shake your hand and say “Thank you for your
service”? It is because your involvement in celebrating Veterans Day—and the other below listed events—helps
to strengthen and promote the very purpose of why we honor Veterans, why the title’ deserves recognition, and
why they are all so admired. From me to every member of this Chapter, my thanks is extended out to you for your
service.

Many of these activities may have already happened and closed by the time you receive your newsletter. |

announced them all at the 22 October Chapter luncheon and in the October Bugle. I hope you were able to make
plans to attend those that you wished.

1 NOV: The Annual Gathering of Eagles 2025 Gala in Lancaster at 1700 hours at the Hellenic Center.

5 NOV: The 31* Annual Kiwanis Tri-Community High Desert Veterans Dinner at 1700-1830 in the
Serrano High School Gymnasium, Phelan. FREE but requires a ticket.

7 NOV: The Veterans Day Event put on by the Veteran Resource Center of Victor Valley College at 1000—
1400 hours at the College’s Lower Campus, Victorville. FREE. No ticket required.

8 NOV: The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser—with eggs, sausage, juice or
coffee—0800-09:45 hours at Apple Bees, 19201 Bear Valley Rd, Apple Valley. The cost is $10.00.

8 NOV: The Rotarians 2" Annual Veterans Car Show and BBQ at 1100 hours at the Singh Center at Central
Avenue and Bear Valley Road, Apple Valley.

8 NOV: The Marine Corps 250th Anniversary Military Ball, 1630-2230 hours at the Hilton Garden Inn,

12603 Mariposa Road, Victorville.

11 NOV: The Victorville Veterans Day Parade will begin at 0900 hours at 7" and Tracy Streets and end at 7"
Street and Forester Avenue, Victorville. Once the parade has ended, a Ceremony will begin with a salute to honor
the Victorville Veterans at Forester Avenue.

20 NOV: The Don Ferrarese Charitable Foundation will host a Pizza Dinner and Dessert Auction 1730-1930
hours at the Phelan Pizza Factory, 4264 Phelan Road, Phelan. Reservations are required.

Please Read On!

NOVEMBER25 BUGI2E Page



PRESIDENT’S REPORT
(Continued)

JUDGING CADETS:

One of the School Sponsored Military Units in our Annual Youth Awards

Community Project is the 18" Brigade of the California Cadet Corps, Headquartered

at Riverside Preparatory School, Oro Grande. The program serves 12 schools in the

High Desert with a strength of 550 Cadets. On 25 October 2025, from 0815-1330

hours, I had the privilege of participating as a judge for the unit’s Individual Major

Competition. 1 have been volunteering for this event annually for many years. Certificate of Appreciation

The Individual Major Awards Competition is the most prestigious competition in which the Cadets participate.
The recognition is roughly the equivalent of the Cadet of the Year. Competitors deliver a self-prepared three to
four-minute speech on a topic of current national interest, after which they answer a series of questions covering
Cadet Curriculum—which they have been taught during their years of participation in the program. The Cadets
are judged on their poise, appearance, knowledge, self-confidence and awareness of current events, as well as
the quality of their speech. Judging criteria and questions were provided to the judges at a morning briefing
prior to the competition. Those Cadets chosen as first place winners will advance to the State Championship in
January 2026.

My goal in continuing to volunteer for all of the opportunities I have as Chapter President and as a member of
the Mojave Desert MOAA Chapter is to further the promotion of “Never Stop Serving.” 1 would hope that 1
would inspire more members of the Chapter to follow my lead. Participating in the many chances we have as
fellow Veterans to support future Veterans is a once in a life time opportunity for us all.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING:

During the November Membership Luncheon and in conjunction with the Mojave
Desert Chapter By-Laws, a Chapter Business Meeting will be held. Board of
Director Members will present reports to the Membership on their area of
responsibility. Also, the current slate of officers—which will be voted on by the

members at the December Christmas Dinner—will be announced. Everyone should understand that any Chapter
member, retiree or active, including spouses, and surviving spouses, may volunteer and run for any Board
position for 2026. If you are interested, please let me know. Your name will be added to the slate of individuals
in the position you wish and voted on by the membership in December.

The Chapter is going to need help during 2026. We are currently short three members of the Board, covering the
areas of Legislature, Community Projects and Chapter Programs. Currently, Board Members are filling those
positions, doing double work. If you are interested in my position as Chapter President—or serving on the Board
in any capacity—please step forward. Your involvement will be well accepted and appreciated by the
membership.

CHAPTER DUES:

The Chapter dues for 2026 will be required by 31 December 2025. The
annual dues, paid by members, covers the January to December time
period of the year and is used to run and pay for the Chapter’s
administrative costs, such as our Postal Box mailing address and
Chapter dues paid to CALMOAA. By paying your dues on time you
will save the Chapter President and Treasurer the necessity of chasing
down delinquent accounts during the year to collect unpaid dues. See
the Treasurer’s Report for further information. The Membership
Renewal Form is at the end of this newsletter.

Please Read On!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
(Continued)

GRAND OPENING

On Thursday, 2 October 2025, MAJ Meera Maheswaran and
I attended the Grand Opening of the Funeraria Del Angel,
Victor Valley, located at the Victorville Memorial Park and
Cemetery, 15609 11" Street, Victorville. When Dignity
Memorial purchased a number of memorial parks in the
High Desert, they decided to rename the funeral operation at
the Victorville location. The Memorial Park and Cemetery
& will remain under the Victorville name. To begin the
opening ceremony, the unit honor guard presenting the US
Flag was conducted by the California Cadet Corps, one of
our Youth Awards Community Project units. The Contact for
the newly named facility is Darla Montenegro at
Entertainment at the Grand Opening. (760) 245-8164.

y %

Miranda Munoz (cer) , MAJ Meera Maheswaran 17 fish caught this time!

approves the great food served. plays a game.

GONE FISHIN’...AGAIN!

On 31 October/1 November (overnight), I attended another enjoyable fishing trip out of the Long Beach Harbor.
The fishing boat took 25 able fishermen out past Catalina and San Clemente Islands. We actually sat at 0300
hours Saturday morning on top of a squid mating and egg laying nest, waiting on a school of Yellowtail to come
by in a feeding frenzy. The squid were so thick in the water it was difficult to see much at any depth. The
Yellowtail came through about 0530 hours, got their fill of squid and moved on. The whole action lasted about 45
minutes. Only one fisherman was able to hook and land a Yellowtail on the boat. There were many bites without
success. The one caught was 36 inches long and weighed in at 57 pounds. It took the fisherman 40 minutes to
haul the fish into the boat. What a fighter and beautiful fish it was!

Throughout the trip, we moved around the Islands fishing for sea bass, bonito, sheepshead, halibut, and
barracuda. On our way back we stopped for rock cod drifts. My catch for the trip was 17 fish of various types.
This will fill my freezer with about 45 meals. Not bad for the action. My only disappointment in this trip was
that more Yellowtail were not caught. On a trip two weeks prior, the same boat brought in over 100 Yellowtail. I
would love to have been able to brag about catching just one of the large fish and bringing it home to share with
my friends. Maybe next time. Isn’t that why I keep going out?

“YNever Stop Serving!”
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EDITOR’S REPORT
1*. Lt. Jack Barry

HRetined?

To those who have so graciously provided feedback on our BUGLE newsletter, “Thank You!” Your thoughts,
concerns, and suggestions are greatly appreciated.

As we enter this Holiday Season, let us do so with GRATEFUL HEARTS for everything we have and don’t
have. Yes, even “don’t have.” Ever since Adam and Eve brought a broken world into Mankind, there are many
evils out there that could fall on us: Cancer, blindness, loss of a loved one, shattered dreams/goals, et al. God’s
Word tells us not to compare, which is easier said than done. Just look around and observe those less fortunate
than you. There are many opportunities to “Never Stop Serving.”

In this edition of our BUGLE, there are opportunities shared with YOUR name all over them. The impact we
Veterans can have on our local communities—AND youths!!!—is immeasurable. Be sure to read and take into
your heart Todd Anton’s vision for his “Greatest Generation Education” and how we/YOU can be a significant
factor in the lives of others.

Ahh, there’s that key word: SIGNIFICANT. My previous home church was Pastor Rick Purpose Driven Life
Warren’s Saddleback Church. You may have heard of him. He once gave a heart-piercing message on retirement,
one which really opened my mind and heart and changed my perspective on retirement. Pastor Rick shared that
Dr. Abraham Maslow missed the mark on his “Hierarchy Theory.” There is yet another need to be fulfilled.

The five levels of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, in order from the bottom to the top, are:

1

Physiological needs: These include basic biological needs such as food, water, shelter, warmth, and
sleep.

Safety needs: These include the need for security, stability, and protection from danger or harm.
Social needs: These include the need for love, affection, belongingness, and social interaction.

Esteem needs: These include the need for self-esteem, achievement, recognition, and respect from
others.

Self-actualization needs: These include the need for personal growth, fulfillment, and the realization of
one’s full potential.

SIGNIFICANCE: Where #5 is self-centered, #6 enables you to put #5 to work by reaching out to one’s
community to make a significant difference through volunteering your God-given talents, learned skills,
and experiences...giving back to one’s community at least a little of what you’ve been sucking out of it
all your life. Be sure to read the article “How Veterans Strengthen Our Nation.”

The BUGLE is published monthly by TMDC of MOAA, which is an affiliate of the
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and is available to our membership in
both email and postal mode. MOAA and its affiliates are non-partisan and non-profit.

Love and enjoy life! It has an expiration date this side of Heaven.
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EDITOR’S REPORT

Continued

Wk Subjects Cocda Yoee
Like Lo Have as Prograrts?

We are interested in learning what subjects are of particular interest to you. So, we offer the subjects below as
possible ones for you to learn about and enjoy. We will appreciate your responding with your top six. Just kindly
email us at JackBarry151@gmail.com. On 19 December, we will host our Annual Christmas Party, so we’re
covered there with great camaraderie, food, and entertainment. YES, PLEASE DO RESPOND. THANK YOU!

The United States Constitution: What We Fight For
The Evolution of U.S. Army Uniforms
Women in the Military
Air Force One
17 Coincidences in U.S. History That Still Defy Logic
Unsung Heroes: Honoring the Strength and Sacrifice of Our Military Spouses
39 Military Heroes Who Represent the Best of American Valor
The Sacred Story Behind the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Animals in the Military

. U.S. Presidents That Served in the Armed Forces

. America’s Biggest Airplane Graveyard

. The Pentagon's Unique Shape Explained

. Most Decorated Soldiers in History

. Celebrities Who Served in the Military
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Your time is precious. We want to make the most of it.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Maj. Ronald Matsuda

Be a Good fgg and
Renew Youn
Mlemberstup Joday!

(Dzﬂ'erence
in the [TUES i
o Others

We began the month of October with $8,434.12 in our chapter accounts. We had revenues of $793.00 and
expenses of $750.00 resulting in an ending October balance of $8,477.44.

The 2025 Youth Scholarship Award Fund remains at $5,621.81. The funds for the Barstow Veterans Home, the
Apple Valley Legacy Museum, and the Flight Museum are $100.00 each and the Parade of Pianos is $100.00.

Remember that your dues go exclusively for our chapter’s administrative costs. Please note that our

administrative costs are comparatively low—our dues being $35 a year, and $10 for surviving spouses and
active-duty personnel. You help us live our motto of “Never Stop Serving.”

REMEMBER

Our dues for 2026 are due by December 31, 2025.

When sending dues payments or contributions, please send your check to:
TMDC-MOAA, PO Box 785, Victorville CA 92393-0785

Make checks payable to TMDC-MOAA. In the “memo” line please designate “Dues,” “Youth Awards” or any of

the other charities that we support.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS REPORT
MAJ Meera Maheswaran

Wnite Congressman Qay

H R 54017

Dear Representative Obernolte,

I am writing to ask you to support H.R. 5401, the Pay Our Troops Act of 2026, to protect servicemember pay in spite of the
current government shutdown.

The Pay Our Troops Act of 2026 would guarantee members of the Armed Forces—which statutorily includes the Coast
Guard—continued receipt of pay and allowances during any lapses in appropriations in FY 2026.

MOAA continues to advocate for full parity across all eight uniformed services, including the commissioned corps of both the
U.S. Public Health Service and MOAA. While they are not included in this legislation, MOAA recognizes and values the work
of Congress in advancing H.R. 5401. Ensuring continued pay for servicemembers and their families during a government
shutdown is a critical step forward, and I urge swift passage of this bill.

Our servicemembers and their families stand ready to serve through any crisis. Congress must provide them the certainty of
uninterrupted pay so they can remain focused on the mission, not potential financial hardship.

As your constituent, I urge you to support H.R. 5401 and do all that you can to see that this bill is signed into law.

Sincerely, Take Obernolte’s Veterans Survey:
[Insert Your Name] Veterans Survey Representative Jay Obernolte

ABOUT REPRESENTATIVE JAY OBERNOLTE:
Representatives. A video game developer and business owner, Rep. Obernolte is dedicated to ensuring the High Desert and
Inland Empire have a strong voice fighting for their interests in Congress.

Rep. Obernolte proudly serves on the House Committee on Energy and Commerce where he is a member of the Subcommittee
on Communications and Technology; the Subcommittee on Health; and the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and
Trade. He also serves on the House Budget Committee and House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology as the
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Research and Technology. He is currently the only serving member of Congress with a
graduate-level degree in Al

Previously, Rep. Obernolte served as a member of the California State Legislature representing the state’s 33" Assembly
District and as Mayor of the City of Big Bear Lake. He has also served on the boards of the Big Bear Lake Fire Protection
District, the Mojave Desert and Mountain Integrated Waste Authority, the Mountain Regional Transit Authority, the League of
California Cities Desert-Mountain Division, and the Big Bear City Airport District. In these positions he worked across
partisan lines to pass legislation helping California’s hardworking families by lowering taxes, stopping government
encroachment into privacy and personal liberties, and upholding law and order. He has also been a strong advocate for local
veterans, defending funding for the Barstow Veterans Home and helping ensure California veterans receive the care and respect
their service has earned.

Rep. Obernolte lives in Big Bear Lake with his wife, Heather. They have two sons, Hale and Troy. In addition to owning a
videogame development studio, Rep. Obernolte is a certified flight instructor and a teacher of martial arts. He holds a B.S. in
Engineering and Applied Science from the California Institute of Technology (Caltech), an M.S. in Artificial Intelligence from
the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and a Doctorate in Public Administration from California Baptist University
(CBU).

Take Action today and write Representative Obernolte!
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