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MISSION STATEMENT

The Mojave Desert Chapter of MOAA embraces “Never Stop Serving”
our uniformed service retirees, veterans, those currently serving, their families
and surviving spouses, through advocacy at the Federal and State levels on issues
relating to the unique challenges of uniformed service.
Additionally, we are committed to volunteer engagement with the needs of the communities,
jointly and individually.

You are cordially invited
to participate in our membership luncheon on Wednesday, 22 October 2025
at the Bear Valley Country Club, at 13299 Spring Valley Parkway, Victorville CA 92395.
The social hour will begin at 1100 hours followed by lunch at 1200 hours. The “Michelin Star” meal will include a
delicious entrée with vegetables, dessert, and a varied assortment of non-alcoholic beverages.
A vegan meal is also available upon request.
The cost is $28,00 per person. Please make reservations by Monday, 20 October by contacting our
President at micahaelwmoticha@verizon.net or (760) 792-5004 (cell).

Our guest speaker is Todd Anton, a staunch supporter of Veterans, who was our
keynote speaker at our Annual Youth Awards Ceremony earlier this year. Todd will
presenting his powerful vision of helping grieving veteran families in their time

of loss, a concept that is most worthy of our support and active participation.
Anton’s jeep is fully restored and has a WWII Bantum Jeep trailer, too. Together,
they look amazing. Anton envisions volunteering his Jeep and trailer to local
cemeteries and veterans’ families to be used for funeral services. You will not
want to miss this program!!!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
LTC Michael W. Moticha

Cordbirnwing the cffort fo promote
owr hapter providirng
33 years of service
Lr owr il Descrt
OCTOBER MEETING:

You will not want to miss this month's Chapter luncheon on 22 October, at the Bear
Valley Country Club. Todd Anton, our guest speaker and awards presenter in May at
our Annual Awards Ceremony for the Youth in our Community, will be presenting his
new vision of supporting the veterans in the High Desert. Todd is also bringing along
Dan Tate, the CEO of the Don Ferrarese Foundation, which has a deep interest in our
veterans. From 2017 the Foundation has supported local students with scholarships,
recognized Veterans from the High Desert, and sponsored the Santa Sleigh Christmas,
fulfilling the wish lists of hundreds of local children. This luncheon and its
presentation will be a "Supporting Gold Mine'" and you will have the opportunity to
see into the past and future of true altruistic support and an excellent example of our
‘ Chapter’s motto: “NEVER STOP SERVING.” So, come on out, enjoy an
Todd Anton outstanding meal, a wonderful program and help support your chapter.

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP:

Our Chapter's membership and accompanying roster has both increased and
decreased this month due to actions taken by us on the Chapter Module at
National MOAA. The 62-member roster of last year will be near 52 once all
changes have been completed. Corrections could not be officially made during

the last year, until the new Chapter Module programs were tested and approved by
MOAA.

Lt Col Tom Brown, the Chapter's Membership Chairman, has finally been able

to input our changes. The deletions include a number of members who have left

the Chapter at their own request, due to moving out of the area or not wanting to

actively participate any longer. Others have been dropped from the roster due to non-payment of dues for a few
years and not being responsive to emails or phone calls. We have also had members pass away during the year,

reducing the roster.
On a positive note, we have had increases to our membership. Surviving

Spouses have taken their husband’s place on the Chapter roster as
members. Efforts have been made in recruiting for the Chapter. I have
personally brought in four new members and MAJ Meera Maheswaran
one. As I have always stressed, each Chapter member has the
responsibility to recruit. Let's all make the effort to bring our Chapter
roster back up in numbers by recruiting one new member, Officer, CWO
or Surviving Spouse, during the next year.

Please Read On!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
(Continued)

PARADE OF PIANOS

One of our Chapter's Community Projects is showing off their capabilities
next month. The Parade of Pianos is having their 2025 Fall Concert on 9
November at 1500 hours, at the Church of the Valley (the Sanctury), 14933
Wakita Boulevard, Apple Valley. Admission is FREE and there will be
opportunity drawings and refreshments. As you know, we support the Parade
of Pianos, a non-profit 501c3 organization, providing students of all ages that
are interested in music, with free instruments and lessons. Those students
will be performing in the concert. Come on out for an enjoyable afternoon
of music and entertainment and help support our community project.

FLIGHT TEST MUSEUM

Another of our community projects is the Flight Test Museum at
Edwards Air Force Base. As one of their funding programs, the flight
Test Historical Foundation is holding their “Annual Gathering of Eagles
Gala™ on 1 November, at 1700 hours, at the Hellenic Center,
Landcaster. This year's program is celebrating the X-29 aircraft, first
flown in 1984 with forward-swept wings, breaking the sound barrier on
a level flight. The evenings agenda will include a dinner, Eagle and
Falcon Award Recognition, a panel discussion with Q&A, and other
awards and scholarship presentations. There will also be a silent auction
and a printed historical program. The dinner and evening's activities
will cost $100 per attendee. If you have an interest in Air Force history,
the development of airplanes or are just looking for a great military
service night out, The Gathering of Eagles event is the place to be.

VETERAN EVENTS

Wednesday 5 November, at 1700 hours, the Kiwanis Tri-Community will host their “31st Annual High Desert
Veterans’ Dinner" at Serrano High School’s gymnasium 9292 Sheep Creek Road in Phelan to honor and
appreciate the men and women who have served our Country. The dinner is run by junior and senior high school
students as a way to bridge the gap of appreciation from generation to generation. To learn, more:

www.hdveteransdinner.com/Veterans' Dinner 2025

Friday 7 November, at 1000 hours to 1400 hours, the Veteran Resource Center, at Victor Valley College, in
partnership with the High Desert Veterans Center, will hold their “10th Annual Veterans Day Event.” The venue
is the Educational Event Center, Victor Valley College’s Lower Campus, 12395 Mojave Fish Hatchery Road,
Victorville. The program will be celebrating all Veterans, Gold Star, and Blue Star Families. The event will
include a meal, cooked by the Texas Roadhouse, opportunity drawings, 7

and entertainment. The Veterans Car Show that has been part of this event

in the past will be held the next day, 8 November, at 1100 hours, at the

Singh Center for the Arts, 22311 Bear Valley Road, Apple Valley. It will be

listed as the Rotary “2nd Annual Veterans Car Show and BBQ.”

Mark your calendar and come on out for an enjoyable time!

Please Read On!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
(Continued)

HUMAN KINDNESS

Would you believe human kindness still exists in this crazy mixed up
world of ours. I just have to tell you about this incident. The other day
I was in the check-out line at Staples to buy ink for my printer. I shop
there due to their rewards program. Ihad $29.00 in rewards to spend
for turning in empty ink cartages and previous purchases. The
gentleman in front of me had finished paying for his purchases, and
the clerk gave her attention to me. I complained to her about the price
of ink going up again. The gentleman, who had not walked away,
heard me and turned to the clerk and asked if I could use the coupon
he was holding. The young lady said, "Yes,” and the gentleman
handed me a piece of paper and walked away and out the door. The
paper was a coupon received for returning an AMAZON product to
Staples. The clerk told me that the gentleman could not use the coupon
because he did not have an account at Staples. The coupon saved me
an additional $21.00 on my purchase. How about that. When all was
said and done, the ink cost me $98.78 instead of $153.33. I didn’t get
the gentleman's name or even get to shake his hand and say “thank
you.”

Life is full of surprises.

NIND

TO OTHERG.

“Fappy trails to you untid we meet again!”
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EDITOR’S REPORT
1*'. Lt. Jack Barry

FHecping Oun
Chapiten

With the blessings and encouragement of our Chapter President Michael, I am honored and privileged to serve
you in the capacity of our BUGLE Editor.

You may count on my striving to brilliantly use my God-given talents and learned skills in 50 plus years in the
arenas of photography and publishing to present our dynamic, growing Chapter to look its best before our
members and other organizations.

Please know that on behalf of our MOAA Chapter, I welcome your feedback, be it for: suggested program topics;
articles and/or topics of interest to you; constructive criticisms; and whatever may be on your mind. [/'We will do
our best to respond accordingly and in a timely manner.

This edition of our BUGLE is packed with lots of pertinent articles and veteran events. Please make the time to
read through to learn how best you can participate joyfully and significantly.

Yes, I agree. The “October Calendar” is insane! I do believe that there is a holiday or event for anything you can
think of...even contemplating your navel button! Of course, I definitely prefer calendars as was presented in our
September BUGLE.

As part of our outreach and acknowledgement ' , '

EL [\DW ' program, we se‘ek your gracious coope.ratiop in H APPY

providing us with the month of your birth (in due
[\W respect to our ladies, we are not asking for year!!!) and ANIIVERS‘RY
wedding anniversary, if appropriate. AND, were you
to kindly send us a nice portrait if yourself, that, too,
would be greatly appreciated.

=B\\;f DA

We realize that many of our members choose only to financially support the effective work our National and High
Desert Chapter do for the benefit of veterans. That is indeed a viable asset to our MOAA organization. Everyone
is encouraged to participate in ways of their own choosing. But know, too, by not participating in our monthly
luncheon meetings, you are missing out on warm-hearted, concerned fellowship and great program presentations.

We look forward to a brighter future made so by your presence.

The BUGLE is published monthly by TMDC of MOAA, which is an affiliate of the
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and is available to our membership in
both email and postal mode.

MOAA and its affiliates are non-partisan and non-profit.

Love and enjoy life! It has an expiration date this side of Heaven.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Lt. Col. Thomas Brown

Why Qoin VI10dd?

Why Join MOAA?

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the Country’s leading organization preserving and
protecting service-earned benefits for uniformed service members and their families. Those who belong to
MOAA not only lend their voices to a greater cause, but they also gain access to extensive benefits tailored to
the needs and lifestyles of military officers. MOAA members proudly hail from every branch of the uniformed
services. To them, we have made the same promise that they have made to their Country; Never Stop Serving.

More About MOAA:

MOAA’s greatest mission is to improve the lives of those who serve and their families, which is achieved
largely through the tireless advocacy efforts taking place in our Nation’s Capitol. MOAA’s experts in
Washington are there to support legislation which benefits the military community and are equally vigilant when
fighting to stop legislation that threatens our livelihood.

The larger our numbers, the greater our voice.

Membership is open to active duty, former, retired, and National Guard and Reserve commissioned and warrant
officers of the uniformed services and their surviving spouses.

Membership Retention and Growth
In order to maintain a vibrant membership, the following actions are recommended by MOAA:

Have a robust Mission Statement and put it on the masthead of the Chapter’s newsletter and the
Chapter’s website.

Make sure the Chapter’s newsletter addresses relevant issues and information for all members, spouses,
and families, including all branches of uniformed service members and younger members.

Have a purpose beyond just meeting for a meal and comraderie to include all aspects of “Never Stop
Serving” in advocacy and service to our communities and Country.

Recognize members and their spouses for noteworthy events, such as birthdays, anniversaries, and
significant accomplishments in the community.

Change your programs and venues from time-to-time to provide entertainment and speakers on subjects
of interest to all members.

Welcome New Members in the Chapter’s newsletter by a short column or asking them to speak for a few
minutes at a Chapter meeting on their interests and background.

Make it easy for members to pay their yearly dues by paying via check directly or doing it via debit or
credit card through MOAA “Online Chapter Member Dues Join and Renew” tool.

Assign a Chapter Board Member to check your members by telephone or email on a recurring basis,
particularly your members living alone (e.g., surviving spouses).

Have Chapter meetings in person and virtually for members (e.g., ZOOM, Facebook).
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Maj. Ronald Matsuda

TJhark You

Supponrt

mn the

Fothers.

We began the month of September with $8,878.87 in our chapter’s account. We had revenues of $889.00 and
expenses of $800.00, resulting in an ending September balance of $8,967.87.

After the successful presentation of our 2025 Youth Scholarships on 1 May 2025, our 2025 Youth Awards fund in
now at $5,621.81. Th eyouth awards are funded entirely by contributions made by our members and some other
fine organizations.

The funds for the Barstow Veterans Home, Apple Valley Legacy Museum, and the Flight Museum are $100.00
each. The Parade of Pianos has $125.00.

Remember that your dues go exclusively for our chapter’s administrative costs. Please note that our
administrative costs are comparatively low—our dues being $35 a year, and $10 for surviving spouses and
active-duty personnel. You help us live our motto of “Never Stop Serving.”

REMENBER .

Our $35 dues for 2026 are due by December 31, 2025.

When sending dues payments or contributions please send your check to: TMDC-MOAA, PO Box 785,
Victorville CA 92393-0785. Make checks payable to TMDC-MOAA. In the “memo” line please designate
“Dues,” “Youth Awards,” or any of the other charities that we support.

Fhank You!
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