
Dear FADCP Members:
    

Summer is almost over but I hope you had a chance to do something wonderful.  I am happy to

report we now have over 200 FADCP members and growing! Go FADCP!  I have lots to report.

First, Judge Michele Towbin-Singer is knocking it out of the ballpark with her monthly brown

bag lunches. If you haven’t had the chance to attend one, you must put it on your calendar for

August 23rd at noon.  Please see Judge Towbin-Singer’s article on page 9.  Be on the lookout

for her email blast.  Second, we have hired an Executive Director to keep us on track and help

us prepare for an in-person statewide conference. Please see the article in this newsletter

regarding Bridget Washburn.  She has hit the ground running!  See article on page 14.  Third,

Judge Susan Alspector and her Strategic Planning Committee have been working diligently on

FADCP’s strategic plan.  It’s almost done and will provide us with a roadmap for the future.  

Fourth, your Board has met twice this year and all committees are actively working on

assigned tasks.  FADCP has new energy and it shows!  Thanks to everyone’s enthusiasm and

commitment. If you are interested in serving on one of our committees, just let me know.

They include Membership, Newsletter, Strategic Planning, Bylaws, and

Training/Conference. The last committee will be essential as we plan for a statewide

conference in the not-too-distant future.  Fifth, the Florida Supreme Court Problem-

solving Courts Committee was successful in getting important legislation passed this year

to make our legislation consistent and tweak a few areas that needed some attention.

Please see article on page 9.  Sixth, the Florida Supreme Court has put its stamp of

approval on the updated Adult Drug Court Best Practice Standards and the Certification

Program.  Stay tuned for a new schedule for rolling out Florida’s new and improved Adult

Drug Court Certification Program.  And last, but not least, I again thank our amazing

newsletter committee: Retired Judge Gisele Pollack, Chair and Cristy Altaro.  Please send

any newsworthy items, including pictures to our newsletter committee.  They love hearing

from you!

Sincerely, 

  

Chair
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St. Johns County Drug Court recently celebrated its 20th anniversary. The Honorable
Alexander Christine, the current Drug Court judge, presided over the ceremony. Florida
House of Representative Cyndi Stevenson was the keynote speaker and conveyed her
unwavering support for the St. Johns County Drug Court.  The celebration was remarkable in
many ways, including recognizing the visionary team that persevered in implementing the
program. Patti Greenough, Chief Executive Officer of EPIC Behavioral Healthcare, who was
part of the initial planning and implementation team, provided everyone with a history of
how it all began.  Patti and EPIC Behavioral Healthcare remain a capstone for Drug Court and
are recognized for their significant contributions.  Also present at the celebration was the
first judge to preside over the St. Johns County Drug Court, retired Judge Robert Mathis.
Judge Mathis was given an award and graciously conveyed how the program was one of his
most meaningful assignments as a judge. Judges Wendy Berger and Elizabeth Morris were
also recognized for serving as St. Johns County Drug Court judges, as well as Michael Jewell,
the first Drug Court Manager. Other supporters present were Circuit Judge Howard
McGillin, County Judges Laura Blocker and Casey Woolsey, St. Augustine Mayor Nancy
Sikes-Kline, St. Johns County Sheriff's Office, State Attorney's Office, Public Defender's
Office, Department of Corrections Probation, St. Augustine Police Department, Clerk of
Court, and St. Johns County Commissioners.  Additional members of the original
implementation team were also recognized—Ralph Cumberbatch, the first St. Johns County
Drug Court coordinator, who still serves in this capacity today. Also, the first Drug Court
graduate, Cindi Trinidad, attended and shared how Drug Court changed the trajectory of her
life.  Family members of Audrey Fields, a citizen of St. Johns County who passionately
advocated for a Drug Court, were in attendance. In the late 1990s, Ms. Fields started her
advocacy for a drug court by meeting with and educating the county commission, judges, and
community on the disease of addiction. She had personal experience as several of her
children battled addiction. At the celebration, one of Audrey's surviving sons shared his
moving story of addiction and how his mother's work made a significant difference in his
life. He is proud that his mother's work has helped so many overcome their fight with
substance abuse.  Several current and past graduates and their loved ones attended to
celebrate the program's success.  It was a great day, and all in attendance agreed that Drug
Court works!

P R O G R A M  S P O T L I G H T
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Why Have a Specialty Drug Treatment Court in the Dependency System?

It is no secret that drug overdoses are on the rise in Florida. Repeat overdoses are more

common, and although actual deaths may be slightly lower due to increased medical

and technical advances, there is no doubt there is a need for concern about the impact

this has on our families and children. Not all communities have enough treatment

facilities, enough supplies of Narcan or fentanyl test strips readily available. 

The 15th Judicial Circuit’s Family Treatment Court (formally called the Family

Dependency Drug Court) is a voluntary court program designed to help parents in the

dependency system work towards a goal of reunification with their children while

addressing substance abuse issues and other challenges. Once children have been

removed due to safety issues, primarily caused by the parents’ drug and/or alcohol

addiction, the only safe return for permanency is to solve the substance abuse issue.

Not unlike the long-standing criminal drug courts, this takes a special team approach. 

The members of the team must have patience, work well together, and be willing to

learn an area they were not taught at law school, in social work programs, or while

getting social science degrees. This creates a need for continuous education. These

courts require a multidisciplinary, collaborative approach to serve the family so “buy-

in” from many court partners is crucial. Constant work at maintenance is required. 

The world of substance abuse is complicated and unique. Just when you think you are

successful, there is often a relapse. Safety plans need to be flexible. The team members

must be creative. The normal timelines in a dependency case may not work well for

this specialty court.  What the treatment providers want, or think is necessary, may not

coincide with what the court team legally has to do or wants to do. 

Parents’ attorneys may resent the added information the Court has about their clients

or the increased time the specialty court takes. They may resist participation because

of financial loss to them.  Treatment providers may not get paid for the extra work in

reporting and participation with the Court. Thus, the team needs to be sensitive to that

and take time for team building and get to know each other. Reaching out for support

on a state level or to other treatment courts for possible solutions to individual

roadblocks is helpful. We are here to help, so do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Illegal drug manufacturers always seem to be one step ahead of the law. Continuous

educational presentations on drug science and testing was beneficial for everyone. We are

fortunate in Florida to have OSCA, The Office of the State Court Administrator, that

provides many opportunities for both tips on procedural improvements to court teams as

well as hard science educational opportunities. Many of these take the form of webinars

but in-person assistance is also available. Our Circuit has taken advantage of both. 

Looking locally for experts willing to assist is also a good way to find resources. Of course,

there are many national associations and educational opportunities that offer a wide

variety of assistance too. Because the data is so powerful concerning the successful

outcome of drug treatment courts, there is a fair number of funding sources to assist

dependency treatment courts.

 

One of the important advantages our Circuit has is a nonprofit organization created to add

extra support to our families and children. “Making Every Day Count” is a tax exempt

501(c)(3) corporation, which has allowed us to really cement our parents’ success by

providing things to our families that neither the Department of Children and Families nor

the Guardian Ad Litem could fund. 

For example, it paid off traffic tickets and funded insurance so parents could get their

driver’s licenses restored. It paid for transportation to job interviews and helped fund a

startup business. It helped a parent complete her nursing school degree. It paid for extra

testing for children. 

It is working with us to help our clients get stable housing to allow reunification more

quickly. We are so grateful to Making Every Day Count and urge every dependency drug

court to look at working with their community to create a similar 501(c)(3).

In the end, it is about stopping the addiction cycle not only for the parents, but for their

children too. Following the core principles of drug courts and working with community

partners improves the lives of children and families involved in the court system. It can

also improve your community.

continued from page 4
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Marion County celebrated National Drug Court Month by hosting a
vendor fair and networking event. During this event, two past
graduates were awarded with the 2022 Daniel Travis Nowlin
Legacy Award.  This award is given to past or current Adult Drug
Court participants who have had at least 8 months in recovery and
who display the qualities used to describe the late Daniel Travis
Nowlin: kind, generous, hilariously funny and strong, with love
and gratitude for friends, family and children, a great listener,
assisting those struggling to get back on track and willing to
help others through difficult times.

Marion County CELEBRATESMarion County CELEBRATES  
DRUG COURT MONTHDRUG COURT MONTH

6

SUCCESS STORIESSUCCESS STORIES

 
Pictured is Judge Gary L. Sanders

 with one of the winners –
Heather Wilson



 

 COLLIER COUNTY PROCLAMATION!
  

In May, at the Naples City Council meeting, the Mayor and Council presented the Collier
County Adult Drug Court with a Proclamation declaring May as National Treatment
Court Month. Pictured are several members of the Team, as well as several current
participants and alumni.

SARASOTA COUNTY ADOPTS ROADS!
 

The Sarasota County DUI Court adopted two roads to keep clean as part of the Keep
Sarasota County Beautiful campaign. Program clients and staff have been cleaning up
these roads for over 10 years. It is a fun way for clients to serve the community and
bond with each other at the same time. This year's event was scheduled in May in
honor of National Drug Court month. 

 
 

AROUND THE STATE
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  CERTIFICATION HAS 
 BEEN APPROVED!

 
Recently, the Florida Supreme Court approved revised Adult Drug Court Best Practice
Standards and our Certification Program. As many of you know, this has been a work
in progress for many years. Anything that is worth doing is worth doing right,
regardless of how long it takes.  The Certification now has the Court’s stamp of
approval and what lays ahead is a schedule for its rollout. As soon as that has been
determined, it will be shared.  There will be regional trainings set up and we hope to
have our statewide, in-person conference focus on the best practice standards for
adult drug courts, the certification process, and the latest and greatest for all of our
problem-solving courts: Adult, Juvenile, Dependency, Veteran’s, DUI, and Mental
Health Courts. Stay tuned!

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
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BROWARD COUNTY PROCLAMATION
The 17th Judicial Circuit of Florida celebrated the Drug Court Team on May 11th

in honor of Drug Court Month. The Honorable Hope Tieman Bristol, Honorable

Susan L. Alspector, Honorable Kenneth A. Gottlieb and General Magistrate Rudy

Morel were presented proclamations from the Broward County Commission with

Drug Court Manager Russell Edwards and Early Childhood and Dependency Drug

Court Coordinator Trent Baker.



Revises 397.334, 948.08, and 948.16

Section 948.08(6) changes minimum of one year participation to a period of
time to be determined by the court, based on the clinical needs of the
defendant.

Amends section 948.08(6)(b)3, Florida Statutes, to change “Has never been
charged” with a crime involving violence to “Is not also charged” with a
crime involving violence. 

Deletes the provision that allowed the court or state attorney to deny
defendant’s admission into the program if the defendant previously
rejected an offer of admission to a pretrial substance abuse education and
treatment intervention program at any time before trial.

Strikes the provision requiring no felony convictions to be admitted to a
pretrial mental health court program to be consistent with the 2019
expansion of pretrial drug court program eligibility to include persons with
two or fewer felony convictions.

Limits type of data collection to be sent to OSCA.

Expands eligibility for misdemeanor drug courts. 

2023 Problem-Solving Court Legislation Passes

For many years the Florida Supreme Court Steering Committee on Problem-
solving Courts has been working on legislation to make the laws concerning
our problem-solving courts as consistent as they can be. Under the able
leadership of Judge Steve Leifman, the Committee was able to get the
legislation passed this year. For full details, please click on the hyperlink below.

         SB[JMGM1]  508  

 Here are the highlights:
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/508
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/508
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/508
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/508
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/508
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THANKS TO EVERYONE for their participation at the "Brown Bag" lunch sessions. AT THE MOST RECENT SESSION, Thirty-six
members attended and discussed various lessons from the All Rise conference, including How TO implement incentives,
raisING money for gift cards, etc. to use as incentives, the 10 to 1 incentive to sanction ratio espoused by All Rise,
integration of peer support, upcoming Champions summit, and tHE tendency to use jail too often as a sanction. There
was also a discussion of when treatment for "criminal thinking" should occur, as some EXPressed distaste for the
label, "criminal thinking." Assistant Public Defender Holberton suggested the term, Decision Points. The audience liked
that replacement term. 
   

ATTENDEES agreed to email Gisele Pollack and Cristy Altaro the incentives used to be shared in a future newsletter.
Drug courts are always looking for ways to improve and increase the incentives utilizied. An excellent point was
raised by Judge Martin - some participants who are not getting incentives get discouraged and feel more hopeless when
they see others reaching goals and getting incentives. Attendees discussed ways to alleviate that effect such as:
helping participants identify realistic short term goals so that they too can receive praise and incentives, if not
during that status hearing, then hopefully for the next status hearing, and making sure the participant agrees that
they can reach that short term goal by the next status hearing. 
   

the next "Brown Bag" zoom lunch will be Wednesday, August 23rd at noon. The Honorable Rudy Morel and Honorable
Giselle Pollack will lead a discussion about whether and how drug courts should allow participants to use
prescriptions and other medications. General magistrate Morel will also share the All Rise Best Practices on this issue.
The Honorable Rudy Morel is not only a magistrate but also a medical doctor and was the lead assistant public
defender in felony drug court for many years. The Honorable Gisele Pollack was a drug court judge for many years
and helped literally thousands of people deal with their substance use disorders. She is also in active recovery
herself and continues to help people with their recovery as well! Hopefully, there will be time to review the legislative
changes to the drug court statutes which took effect on July 1st. There are some interesting changes. 
 .

If you are not receiving email invites to the "Brown
Bag" lunch, email jsinger@17th.flcourts.org



 

     In November 2021, I accepted a position to serve as the statewide coordinator for dependency drug
courts (DDCs) in the Office of Family Courts within the Office of the State Courts Administrator. Each
month, I convene virtual meetings with all of the DDC coordinators to provide opportunities for
networking, sharing successes and challenges, and discussing best practices. As the meetings
progressed, I quickly began to recognize all the incredible and challenging work the coordinators
were facing on a daily basis with these court-involved families. 
     Unfortunately, in January 2022, one of the DDCs experienced a traumatic loss when a child passed
away. Of course, this was devastating to the family and the entire DDC team. After hearing that Dr.
Kimberly Renk was providing regular virtual reflective consultation to other court teams, the DDC
coordinator reached out to request this same emotional support opportunity for the devastated
court team. Providing immediate support to the team became a priority, and we worked quickly to
get these sessions in place. After the first reflective consultation session, I remember telling my
supervisor that being in this space with the coordinators has been the most rewarding part of my job
so far. Hearing how difficult this unfortunate circumstance was for the team to process only
amplified the need to me for implementation of ongoing reflective consultation opportunities at all
DDC sites. Every time a reflective consultation session was held, I realized just how valuable this
space was for the DDC team.
     Reflective consultation is a relationship-based approach to consultation that allows for the
exploration of the feelings, thoughts, and interactions that can occur when working with high-risk
families who have experienced trauma. A particular focus of reflective consultation is the parallel
process, in which the transmission of feelings, thoughts, and interactions that occur sequentially
between the consultant and participant are examined closely. Reflective consultation is helpful for
team building for all DDC professionals within a site. Reflective consultation has positive benefits for
those who participate and can be a help in warding off the vicarious trauma that can occur for
professionals working with families like those being served by DDCs.
     During individual one-on-one coordinator meetings, as well as group coordinator meetings, I often
hear about challenging, complicated, and heart wrenching cases. As a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, I have recognized the need to provide a safe space for coordinators to process all the
feelings that can come up for them, as well as with the DDC team, when working with these families.
Because the coordinators are often juggling so many things throughout their workdays, it can be
difficult for them to find time to reflect on their work.
     Because reflective consultation has been provided to early childhood court teams for the last few
years, we were very fortunate to already have a partnership in place with Dr. Kimberly Renk. Dr.
Renk’s expertise in reflective consultation, as well as her experience in working with problem-
solving court teams, made her the ideal provider to begin working with DDCs in this capacity. In
November 2022, the first reflective consultation session for DDC coordinators was held. These
sessions now occur virtually once a month on Friday afternoons for all DDC coordinators. Dr. Renk
has also continued to provide reflective consultation to individual DDC teams as they are needed. It
is our hope to be able to provide ongoing sessions for the entire DDC team on an ongoing, as-needed
basis.  

Reflective Consultation for Dependency Drug Courts: 
A New Way to Support Florida’s Coordinators

RESOURCES

11For information, contact Karima Anderson:
  andersonk@flcourts.org



HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGS
  

EVENTSEVENTS

 

8/23:  Brown Bag lunch

9/1:    Champions Summit - session #1

9/8:    Champions Summit - session #2

9/15:  Champions Summit - session #3

9/22:  Champions Summit - session #4

9/27:   Brown Bag lunch

9/29:   Champions Summit - session #5

10/25:  Brown Bag lunch
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Champions Summit:  virtual learning opportunity featuring Judges, Magistrates and
key court staff who have been appointed as subject matter leaders on opioids,

stimulants and their effects on the courts as well as to champion awareness and
solutions

 



  A L L  A B O U T  F A D C P

MISSION:
 

The corporation seeks to reduce substance abuse, crime and recidivism by
promoting and advocating the establishment and funding of drug
courts and providing for collection and dissemination of information,
technical assistance, and mutual support to association members.

 

For information ABOUT JOINING FADCP,
CONTACT: Crystal WATKINS
cwatkins@circuit5.org

13



  A L L  A B O U T  F A D C P

For many years FADCP was fortunate to have Eve Janocko serve as our Executive Director. Without her, we
would have been lost. She did an amazing job of keeping us on track and coordinating many statewide drug
court conferences with the help of OSCA. Alas, we lost her to the Fourth Circuit where she now serves as the

Trial Court Administrator. 
   

The good news is that we recently hired Bridget Washburn as our new Executive Director. When we asked her
how she became involved in drug courts and what she thought about them, she told us: 

     
“I lucked into treatment courts!  A coworker suggested that I put in for an open position that would be a
promotion for me. I decided to give it a chance and entered the completely unknown world of Treatment

Courts. It has felt like home since day one!  From the collaborative spirit of the programs to the
individualized treatment plans the participants receive to the extended judicial interactions, it all just made
sense!  I have become so passionate about these programs and the participants we serve, I truly can’t imagine

being anywhere else! ”
    

We knew she was the perfect person for us.
     

Ms. Washburn currently works as Lee County’s Treatment Courts Manager where she provides leadership,
coaching, counseling, and performance planning and review of subordinate professional and support staff. She

received her Bachelor and Masters degrees at the University of South Florida. 
   

Previously, Ms. Washburn was a Senior Probation Officer, a Dependency Case Manager, a Child Protective
Investigator, and a Juvenile Probation Officer.  She comes to us with a wealth of experience; her enthusiasm is

boundless. 
    

She started on June 12th and was able to plan a FADCP meeting at the NADCP Conference. You may be
receiving emails from her new FADCP email address: FADCPED@gmail.com as she assumes her new duties.
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We want to hear from YOU! 
 
 
  

Submit an article or share upcoming
events for the next newsletter

 

gipoll.7777@gmail.com
caltaro@pbcgov.org
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We wish to recognize and thank SCRAM Systems for their bronze level corporate
membership.  Scram Systems support of the Florida Association of Drug Court
Professionals will help our efforts to coordinate the next STATEWIDE training.


