Karima Cherif Biography
Karima Cherif is the founder of Ocean Agent and a fisheries technology specialist focused on marine protected area enforcement, maritime domain awareness, and practical surveillance solutions.
For more than a decade, she has worked at the intersection of marine conservation, technology, and field operations, helping organizations assess enforcement gaps, evaluate surveillance technologies, develop operational requirements, and turn information into practical action. Her work has included projects in Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Indo-Pacific, ranging from fisheries enforcement and technology procurement to autonomous systems, vessel tracking, radar, passive acoustics, and integrated monitoring platforms.
Karima played a key role in the development of WildAid Marine's O-FISH enforcement tool, now integrated with EarthRanger, and has supported projects including fisheries enforcement in Gabon, marine surveillance planning in Panama, and acoustic monitoring for blast-fishing detection in Palawan, Philippines.
A lifelong sailor, diver, swimmer, and underwater photographer, Karima brings an unusually practical relationship with the marine environment to her work. She has completed both Pacific and Atlantic Ocean crossings and believes that marine technology should be judged not by how sophisticated it appears, but by whether people can use it effectively, affordably, and sustainably.
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