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As I sit down to write this, I await the inauguration of the next President of the United States. The campaign trail was pretty rough. There were attempts on the candidate’s life. There were attacks from the other side of the aisle regarding his character. There were attempts to get Americans to fear the next four years if “He” should be elected. 
This attempt to polarize the nation against the president is short sighted and will (more than likely) be repeated in the future. This kind of a “we don’t like him, so we will go ahead and smear him” approach doesn’t sit well with many, if not most, Americans. 
During this time of transition, we need to keep our nation in our prayers. We need to pray all the more for the President, the Vice–President, our governor, and all elected representatives, as we should at all times, regardless of who holds office. We should be praying that they do what is right; what is the best for our nation (state) and not what is their pet project or legislation. 
This coming weekend is also a time when many Americans will “march for life.” I am forever grateful for the efforts of the march for life. These individuals take time from their normal activities of daily life and go to Washington, DC, Austin, TX, and many other sites in order to make their voice heard. 
Their voices, along with thousands of other voices, were instrumental in overturning Roe v. Wade; a horrible law that treated babies as if they are a cancer. While overturning Roe v. Wade is a good start, I look forward to the time where we celebrate babies in the womb and abortion is no longer looked to by some as a sacrament. 
Our Adult Fellowship Group gathered together to plan activities for the next three or four months. On February 22nd we plan to go to Wichita Falls to watch The Sound of Music. We will be publishing the other events for February, March, April, and May. 
On another front, Deborah (Debbie) and I want to give you our heartfelt thanks for the reception after church and the gifts that many members contributed to, or gave outright. There are many times that I have been blessed by this congregation, and now Debbie is receiving your goodwill also. God bless you. 

· Pastor De Young

The Colors of the Liturgical Seasons			

Black
Black is seen very seldom during the year. The calendar calls for its use only twice; on Good Friday and Ash Wednesday. There's no mistaking the message that this sober color gives. Black is the absence of light. Good Friday, or Black Friday in combination with Ash Wednesday, calls for sober reflection on the cost of our redemption. Without Christ's sacrifice on the day the sky turned dark and hid the light of the sun, there would be no bright Light of Christ to live in, nor new life in Christ to enjoy.
 

Gold
Gold is the optional color for Easter Sunday. It is also the suggested color for the last Sunday in the church year when that day is observed as Christ the King Sunday (LBW). Its use may not be popular yet, but its emphasis is undeniable. Gold represents value and worth. The golden festival of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the event that gives our lives meaning and worth. He is worthy of our praise as we adorn his altar with the color of splendor.
 

Scarlet
Scarlet (a vivid red, or orange) is the fifth letter in the “Bg-Bgs-Pwr<” acronym that is called for use during Holy Week; from Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday. It is a color worth investing in because it stands in contrast to the traditional red that is used on Festival Sundays. Scarlet's use during the somber days of Holy Week help to offer a different message. As the Manual on the Liturgy points out, “scarlet is a color anciently associated with the passion ... the color of blood” (p. 25).
 

Purple
Purple, like black, is a penitential color, in contrast to a festive one. It is appropriately used during Lent and, still in many parishes, during the season of Advent. The forty days of Lent, including the six Sundays that fall during this season, use this deep, rich color which has come to represent somberness and solemnity, penitence, and prayer. 
Violet or purple was a very cherished and expensive color in the world Jesus lived. The dye used to make the color was painstakingly acquired by massaging the neck of a Mediterranean shell fish that secreted a special fluid. It was therefore afforded only by the rich and worn most exclusively by the royalty. 
Jesus, the king of the Jews, wore a purple robe only once. As the soldiers mocked and tormented him, the Scriptures record they placed on him a “purple garment” in order to ridicule him and belittle the claim that he was a monarch. 
Therefore, purple is used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation. Ecclesiastical purple should remind all Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to leading a life of repentance.

https://www.lcms.org/worship/church-year/colors-of-liturgical-seasons 
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Celebrate February’s Baptism Birthdays
& their years as heirs of God’s kingdom!

	Date
	Name
	Years

	10th 
	Monte Mayfield
	17

	14th
	Lisa Lawson
	65

	20th
	Christopher Hoover
	42

	23rd
	Heather Lawson
	39

	25th
	Madison Lineberger
	22





Serving in God’s House this month
	Elder of the Month
	David Geis

	Counters
	Bryan Roth & Arn Anderson

	Altar Guild
	D’Ann Hammett & Sharon Rainwater

	Altar Care
	Melissa Stephens &Teresa Johnston


	Week
	Acolytes
	Reader

	January 05
	Max Gilmore & Emily Keyes
	Lee Hughes

	January 12
	Davin George & Dillon George
	Arn Anderson

	January 19
	              Parker Lawson & Annalee Osbon
	Bryan Roth

	January 26
	Karlee Hughes & Charlie Pace
	William Pickett
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