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Welcome the New Year and All it Brings
The season of Christmas is upon us. As you may know, Advent is the season that leads to Christmas. The Christmas season is the time between Christmas and Epiphany (January 6th). I hope you had a merry Christmas, and I hope you will have a blessed New Year. 
At the time that I am writing this, we are within three weeks of a major transition in my life. As you all know, Deborah (Debbie) Theiss and I will be married on January 5th, at Memorial Lutheran Church. We will then start the drive back to Bowie. We should arrive back in Bowie by the evening of the 6th. There have been a lot of preparations made for our life together as man and wife. Furniture moved or removed, flooring replaced, lighting replaced. The house is beginning to feel like our home.
Speaking of preparations, there were many that took place in, and around, the church – for the Advent and Christmas seasons. I want to give my heartfelt thanks to those individuals that gave of their time and talents to beautify everything. The church, the narthex, the fellowship hall, and the church grounds all look wonderful. 
In case you didn’t get a chance to see it, the lights all around the building have been replaced and are working. The church, the bell tower, and the Nativity display all light up around dusk (they stay on at least the first four to six hours of the night). Again, thank you to those who contributed to the beautification of the church grounds. 
The group from church, that went to listen to Handel’s Messiah had a wonderful time. The music was outstanding and the concert hall was decked out for the season. I am sure all involved would love to see more people go next year. 
Soon, we will be hosting a garage sale to help defray the cost of sending our youth to the National Youth Gathering. If you have any gently used items that you no longer want or need, please consider contributing them to the garage sale. 
We are discussing starting another Adult Information class. This class is intended to inform the class what is the Lutheran identity. What do we believe? Where do we find the source material for what we believe? How are we different from other religions in regards to the rites and sacraments of the church. If you, or anyone you know, would like to attend, please contact me so that we may schedule the class. 
· Pastor De Young

The Colors of the Liturgical Seasons		
Color is everywhere. Color is God's way of filling his world with beauty and giving pleasure to those who live in this colorful world. For centuries, Christians have used color in divine worship to emphasize the redemptive action of God through his Son. 
Color, like music, plays an important role in the life of God's worshiping people. Just as music is the “handmaiden to theology,” liturgical color complements the message of the seasons and occasions during the church year. Taking a familiar seat in the nave of his/her chapel preceding worship on any given Sunday, the worshiper's emotions and intellect are immediately engaged by color. Liturgical colors aid in establishing a climate in which Law and Gospel may be heard and received.
Color, like light which is its source, is most helpful when it is pleasing as well as stimulating to the senses. However, let's never forget its primary role in divine worship: Color allows us to see the Light of Life, Jesus Christ. It serves to communicate the message of salvation. And communicate it does when it reinforces a specific “colorful” chapter in the life of our Lord and his church, retold annually by the church calendar.
However, color and its bright message can easily be taken for granted or mistaken in its purpose. The paraments, vestments, altar clothes, banners, traditionally employed each Sunday, must be seen as more than an attempt to decorate, or give accent to the chancel. That is, no doubt, the view of some. It's true; interior design and decoration are important. But a greater service is demanded of our liturgical colors than merely making the surroundings “pretty.”
Furthermore, when altar paraments are used year after year without much attention given to their message, as well as their care, the pastor, along with his faithful altar guild would do well to throw away the key to the sacristy and refrain from using those altar cloth “decorations.”
Frequent instruction about the church year and its corresponding colors must go hand in hand with its weekly use.
How do you go about instructing and communicating appreciation for the colors of the church year and the seasons they support?
Some liturgical creativity is in order for this task. Think of the rainbow. The rainbow is that vivid reminder of God's promise given to Noah and his descendants. The acronym, “Roy-g-biv,” is a helpful device in remembering that beautiful object of hope, and its red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet colors.
Let's adapt that helpful device for use in taking a fresh look at the colors of the church year.
Over the next few newsletters, we will discuss the colors of the church year. 
https://www.lcms.org/worship/church-year/colors-of-liturgical-seasons

Congratulations to Will Jones for making it on the Dean’s List! He accomplished straight A’s for the full semester! 
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Celebrate January’s Baptism Birthdays
& their years as heirs of God’s kingdom!

	Date
	Name
	Years

	9th  
	Sarah Horton
	20

	13th
	Tristia Lawson
	23

	
	Rayleigh Pace
	12

	15th
	Erin McComack
	36

	16th
	Mary Atkinson
	25

	
	Nova McComack
	3

	19th
	Clay Seigler
	24

	
	Hawk Shaw
	5

	20th
	Kaylee McComack
	17

	22nd
	Avery Henry
	8

	24th 
	Tori Lasch
	26

	25th 
	Gaylon Rice
	10

	27th 
	Archer Ferguson
	12

	
	Kegann Gilmore
	12

	28th 
	Emma Lasch
	18

	29th 
	Sherry Hammer
	41

	
	Carla Hughes
	41



Serving in God’s House this month
	Elder of the Month
	Arn Anderson

	Counters
	Lee Hughes & David Geis

	Altar Guild
	Lisa Lawson & Jeanine Yowell

	Altar Care
	Ashley Keyes & Dawn Keyes


	Week
	Acolytes
	Reader

	January 05
	Max Gilmore & Annalee Osbon
	Arn Anderson

	January 12
	Davin George & Dillon George
	Bryan Roth

	January 19
	Emily Keyes & Parker Lawson
	William Pickett

	January 26
	Karlee Hughes & Charlie Pace
	Lee Hughes
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