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November Meeting:  Friday 11/19/2021



Jordan Kitts Music

5164 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23462




Eric Ruple, DMA 
“Fun With Scales…Really”




9:30  Coffee

                   10:00  Business Meeting 

                 Workshop

12:00  Lunch

Session description 

This workshop is all about the teaching and playing of scales. Is scale practice a daily routine for

yourself and your students? Or is it more akin to pulling teeth, a “lost cause” or a Sisyphusian

exercise in futility? We will review and explore why they are important, take a fresh look at how

we teach them (yes, folks, much of this this WILL be controversial), and show some ways to help

you to never get bored playing or teaching them ever again!

Biography

Steinway Artist Eric Ruple is on the piano faculty at James Madison University. He enjoys an

active career as a solo and chamber musician, including several performances at the Kennedy

Center in Washington, DC and Steinway Hall in New York. He is also a pianist for the Virginia

Symphony Orchestra, including principal keyboard role in the ongoing “Harry Potter Live”

concerts. He was also featured in Bernstein’s “Prelude, Fugue and Riffs” with the VSO Jazz

Ensemble. His recording “Musica Incognito” with hornist Ian Zook has earned unanimously

positive reviews from several national and international publications. 

He is president of the Shenandoah Valley/JMU Chapter of the American Liszt Society and is a

regular adjudicator in Hong Kong. In 2019-2020, he served as Interim Director for the JMU

School of Music. He received his doctoral degree from the University of Michigan.
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You can find all this and more when you connect with your fellow music teachers at TMTF

meetings.  Well, maybe not the good night’s sleep.  But, you’ve already taken the first step by

joining (or renewing) MTNA, VMTA and TMTF.  Getting three-in-one is a bonus to becoming a

member.  Last month, our guest speaker was Amy Chaplin who gave us valuable information

about how to organize our studios, and by extension, our lives. 

Don’t miss our November 19 meeting at Jordan Kitts. Our guest will be Eric Ruple, DMA from

James Madison University.  His topic is “Fun With Scales…Really”.  Eric is always an entertaining

speaker and he promises that this will be a “hands on” workshop, but no shaming.

See you there!

Musically yours,

Susan Atkins, NCTM

757-282-8220 (cell)

pianolearningcenter@gmail.com

P.S.: If you can’t come, you can join us via Zoom. Watch your email inbox for the invitation.
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President's Letter
November 2021

___________________________________________________________________

Dear Fellow Music Teachers,

What do you need most right now?  A good night's sleep?  More students?  More motivation

to accomplish all the things you'd like to do? 
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Workshops 2021-2022



January 21, 2022

Teacher’s Round Table - Practice Tips

led by Katharine Wright




February 18, 2022

Nancy Breth

“The Practice Triangle”




March 18, 2022

Master Class

Dr. Ben Corbin, Christopher Newport University




April 22, 2022

Hai Jin

“Comparing Toru Takemitsu’s Musical Language to Messiaen and Debussy”




May 20, 2022

MTNA Conference Highlights
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TMTF Calendar

December

11   Myrenna Kickasola     

Thalia Lynn Baptist Church 

Monumental United Methodist Church 

Central Auditorium at Meyera E. Oberndorf Central

Library at 2:30pm

11/1 -  DEADLINE - Achievement Award Registration

11/4~6 - VMTA Fall Conference

11/12 - DEADLINE - TMTF Play-A-Thon

11/13 - Sacred Music Festival

      4392 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach

      450 Dinwiddie St., Portsmouth

11/19 - TMTF Meeting/Workshop  

11/20 - Student Recital Virginia Beach 

November

1        Carol Cook

3       Adrienne Gaines

30     Susie Keele

12/3~4   TMTF Play-A-Thon 

              Chesapeake and Virginia Beach (Ref. Page 3)

12/21 -   DEADLINE for December Stafflines
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November 2021

The VMTA Helen Parker Sight Reading and Skills Test will be administered with the VMTA Skills Tests

on-



Sunday, February 13, 2022

at Old Dominion University



The registration DEADLINE is January 10, 2022.  The POSTMARK date is the same as the DEADLINE

date.



The Syllabus is available from the State Chairperson.  Detailed information and the application forms

can be found in the TMTF Yearbook and the Student Activity Booklet.



Please encourage your students to participate in these tests, as the process of preparation will definitely

be educational and rewarding for them.



Local Co-Chairperson
Mun Lee Han 757-214-5439 munleehan@gmail.com

Sarah Lantz 484-437-6327 laurelinwen@gmail.com



Skills Test State Chairperson
Lynn Kleisler 757-925-0248 lynnkleisler@yahoo.com




Sight Reading Test State Chairperson
Fay Barss 804-282-7725 faysmusic@gmail.com

2022 Sight-Reading and Skills Test

Do you want to be a better music teacher? Then, certification is for you.

Do you want to gain additional respect of your colleagues, students and their parents? Then,

certification is for you.

Do you want to have more confidence in your teaching? Then certification is for you.

MTNA Certification - Is it right for you?

My first thought is: it’s right for everyone! Wait a minute - maybe not for everyone. 

However, if none of the above appeals to you, maybe certification isn’t for you.

But I’m confident you’re at least a little bit interested in exploring certification and what it can do

for you.

Send me an email or text, and we can set up a private meeting, whether in person or on Zoom.

I’m eager to explore MTNA certification with you and willing to help. Let me know if you have

questions. But first, explore the website: Certification.MTNA.org.

Susan Atkins, NCTM

757-282-8220 (cell)

pianolearningcenter@gmail.com
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Tidewater Music Teachers Forum
Local Chapter of the Virginia Music Teachers Association

Affiliated with the Music Teachers National Association

Yuko Farman, Editor | 9052 River Crescent | Suffolk, VA 23433
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Stafflines Advertising Rates

The following advertising rates are for Stafflines news that is not related directly to TMTF activities.

Two to three line announcement such as a recital or job opening:  No Fee

One half page (8.5” x 5.5”) :    $10.00

Full page (8.5” x 11”) : $20.00

Make check payable to TMTF and send along with your ad to

Yuko Farman, NCTM

9052 River Crescent

Suffolk, VA 23433

November 2021
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