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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 
  

      
     The Peony and The Lion 
[Original article appeared in Mid-Week on April 10, 2019 “Chasing the Light”]  

 
 When I visited East Asia, I noticed an interesting and 
unusual pairing in which peonies and lions are often depicted 
together in paintings for homes or carvings at temples. A fe-
rocious lion and a blooming flower may seem like an odd 
combination, but together they provide an insightful mes-
sage. The lion is the King of Beasts and as such all other ani-
mals tremble 

before it and very few will dare 
challenge it. However, there is a 
tiny enemy that can bring down 
even the mighty lion—a tiny par-
asite inside the lion.  
 

 The knowledge that our own worst enemy may not be an 
external enemy is helpful. We have a tendency to look outside 
of ourselves for that which might harm us. However, there are 
internal negatives, such as arrogance, self-centeredness, ha-
tred, greed, selfishness, ignorance, and the like, which can 
cause us to hurt ourselves and others. The lion instinctively 
cures itself by finding a bed of peonies and allows the peonies 
to function as a medicinal herb. The lion freed of the parasite 
ceases to suffer. It finds relief and peace among the peonies.  
 
 The depiction of the lion and peony encourages us to look 
inward at our own hearts-and-minds and become aware of 
ourselves. It points to the importance of self-reflection and 
awareness in daily life.   
If you take a close look at altars at Hongwanji temples, you 
will also find carvings of peacocks. The peacock is the animal 
most associated with Amida Buddha. The depiction of the 
peacock symbolically represents the dynamic working of 
Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion which is able to 
transform poisons, such as ignorance, desire and hatred and 
lead one to enlightenment with our birth in Amida Buddha’s 
Pure Land of Enlightenment. 

   continued on page 2 
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 Minister’s message continued from page 1 

 The next time you visit the temple, please notice the many beautiful, but also deeply significant carv-
ings and paintings at the temple and the deep and profound message being shared with you. If you are curi-
ous about what you see, please ask me. I will be happy to share my knowledge and understanding so our 
lives can become more meaningful and beautifully enriched.  
 
  Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion.   

           In Gassho/Anjali,  

              Reverend Eric Matsumoto  

 

     PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

To Our Sangha,  

 Thank you to those who stopped by and supported our BWA Craft Fair and White 
Elephant Sale in March.  Much Mahalo to all the volunteers who made it happen and to 
the generous people for their donations.   I’m sure everyone who stopped by found  

  

 

 

  Pacific Buddhist Academy held its 18th Annual Taiko Festival on Sunday, March 17th at the 
Moanalua Performing Arts Center. The theme for this year's festival was “Yaramaika,” which translates to 
‘go for it!’ The school’s Hyaku Sen Ki Kai performance taiko group, led by Jay Toyofuku, comprises eight 
players. Among them are three seniors: twins Leilani and Jenny Chang (whose older sister Fern Chang 
graduated from PBA’s performance taiko group in 2022), and Mari Miyasato, who recently returned from a 
six-week study abroad program at Heian High School in Kyoto, Japan.  

 This year, PBA alumni returned to perform in a 
number of pieces on multiple instruments including 
Zachary Agcaoili '14 and Tani Oshita '23 on taiko 
drums, Reverend Blayne Nakasone Sakata '14 on the 
Odaiko and sanshin, and Chihiro Okawa '23 on the 
Shime, Odaiko, and Shinobue. Agcaoili Sensei is one 
of PBA’s taiko sensei and Rev. Nakasone Sakata is 
PBA’s school chaplain. All proceeds from the Taiko 
Festival support PBA’s mission to prepare students 
for college through academic excellence, enrich their 
lives with Buddhist values, and develop their courage 
to nurture peace. If you didn’t get a chance to attend 
the live show, or if you want to relive some of your 
favorite pieces, a recording of the festival will air on 
‘Ōlelo Community Media on the dates provided below.  

 continued  on page 7 
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Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii - HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 
 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ** Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
  

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP             

 Within the HHMH Community, March 2 is widely recognized and celebrated as 
Hongwanji Day. The history of Hongwanji Temples in Hawaii began when Rev. Soryu 
Kagahi arrived in Honolulu on March 2, 1889, and established the foundation of Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhism in Hawaii. This year marks the 135th Anniversary.  

 Many documents record the living conditions of the early Japanese immigrants in Ha-
waii. One worker at a plantation in Puunene on Maui said, “In those days, many Japanese 
people died by disease, and I was asked to bury them in the cemetery after my work. At 
that time, there were no temples and no ministers. So, I chanted the Shoshinge I had heard 
as a child.” For the people of the time when there were no temples and no ministers, I be-
lieve that the Shoshinge chanted by this lay person must have quietly but surely reverberat-
ed through the lands of Hawaii and given peace of mind and courage to the people who left Japan and were 
living in Hawaii.  

 At that time, it seemed that there was not yet a strong momentum for overseas propagation at Honzan. 
Still, when Rev. Kagahi learned about the harsh working and living conditions of Japanese immigrants in 
Hawaii, he was determined to cross the ocean on his initiative to spread the Light of the Buddha-Dharma.  

 “Kagahi was deeply touched by the difficulties of these immigrants living in a strange country, knowing 
neither Hawaiian nor English, lacking the support of a sangha, the sustenance of the dharma. It saddened 
him to think no priest was there to perform the reassuring Buddhist rituals that provide a spiritual rhythm to 
the natural flow of life and death. As he reflected on all this Soryu Kagahi made a personal commitment. He 
must propagate Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii!” (From “A Grateful Past, A Promising Future”)  

 There is no shortage of history when it comes to the Japanese immigrants and Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii. 
Through the untiring dedication of the successive ministers and lay followers, the Hongwanji temples steadi-
ly took root in Hawaii as ‘abodes of Light and Love’ (described by Bishop Imamura). Those who set foot in 
the abode of light and love entrusted themselves to the Light of Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha 
that illuminates all beings equally as if they were his only child, and lived their lives to the fullest in the face 
of adversity while reciting the Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu.  

 Now, 135 years later, times and living conditions have changed dramatically. However, the Light of 
Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion does not change. It always illuminates our hearts and minds, 
which are clouded by our own egos, and enables us to live a bright life that is embraced by the Light.  

 The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii will observe the Triple Celebration on September 7 and 8 at 
the Ala Moana Hotel. I would like to invite everyone to join us in this commemorative event filled with the 
joy of Nembutsu. In deepest gratitude and appreciation to our Nembutsu predecessors whose  names we can-
not all mention but dedicated their lives to the growth and expansion of the HHMH and its temples and affil-
iated organizations, and with a grateful response to Amida Buddha’s tireless calling, I recite Namo Amida 
Butsu.  

In Gassho, 

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani, Bishop  

 Headquarters Update continued  on page 4 

http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 3 
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 (Continued on page 10) 

 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 4 

 Headquarters Update continued  on page 6 
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 5 
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something of value as I did. 

 March also marked the start of the renovation of the exterior restrooms for the Lotus Adult Day Care 
Center.  Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to Gerald Tokuno, AIA, for his services in the design and con-
struction administration of this project. 

 For those  who missed the March 31st  early registration deadline for the Triple Celebration Events, you 
will be pleased to know that the deadline has been extended to April 30, 2024 for the discounted fee.   See 
page 5 for more details.  As an incentive to encourage participation, the AHM Kyodan will subsidize $125 
of the cost of the registration fee for the first 12 members who register, pending approval by the HHMH Tri-
ple Celebration Committee. 

 The Hawaii Buddhist Council is sponsoring the joint Buddha Day Service on Sunday, April 7th at the 
Soto Mission of Hawaii in Nu’uanu (see page 12 for details).  There will be no Sunday service at AHM that 
day, but those who wish to carpool with volunteer drivers who’ll take you to the Soto Mission can meet up 
at the AHM parking lot by 8:30 AM.   

 AHM will have its own Buddha Day Service on April 14th that will include initiatory rites for children 
of all ages.  Refer to the flyer on page 12 for details and how to register your child for the initiatory rites.  
Fun and games for the keiki will follow the service, so there’s lots of  opportunities for Nembutsu Moments. 

 In closing, please be sure to sign up for the Sangha Day event and submit your registration as instructed 
on pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter.      

In Gassho with palms together, 

 

Boyd Marumoto  

 President’s Message continued from page 2 
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In honor of Eshinni/Kakushinni Observance, our spring 
craft fair was held early this year.  Thank you for the many 
generous donations of goods, time, and expertise that made 
this event a wonderful success.  It was a total team effort of 
our Buddhist Women’s Association members and the commu-
nity that brought us together to make this an enjoyable ex-
perience.  There were new faces, reacquaintances, as we em-
braced the sharing of aloha together. 
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Temple Calendar of Events for April 2024 
6 Sat  9:30AM  BSC Spring Festival at BSC 
7 Sun  9:30AM  Hawaii Buddhist Council (HBC) Buddha Day Service  
      at Soto Mission of Hawaii, Nuuanu Avenue (No service at AHM) 
10 Wed  9:00AM  Preschool Temple Services  
14 Sun  8:00AM  Hanamido (Buddha Shrine) Decorating 
   9:00AM  AHM Buddha Day Hanamatsuri Service with Initiatory Rites 
      & Children’s Program & Lunch in Social Hall 
16 Tue  7:00PM  Temple Board Meeting 
18 Thu  10:00AM Lotus Adult Daycare Service & Visitation 
21 Sun          9:00AM        Sunday Service  
27 Sat            9:00AM       Oahu District Sangha Day (at Waianae Hongwanji) 
28 Sun          9:00AM        BWA Eshinni & Kakushinni Day Service with Mrs. Lois Toyama 
 

Temple Calendar of Events for May 2024  
5 Sun  9:00AM  Sunday Service 
8 Wed  9:00AM  Preschool Temple Services 
12 Sun  9:00AM  Mother’s Day Children & Adults Family Service 
19 Sun  9:00AM  Shinran Shonin’s Birthday Celebration (Gotan-E) w/Rev. Tatsuo Muneto 
21 Tue  7:00PM  Temple Board Meeting 
23 Thu  10:00AM Lotus Adult Daycare Service & Visitation 
25-27      YESS Camp 40 at BSC 
26 Sun  9:00AM  Sunday Family Service 
   10:30AM  AHM BWA Meeting 
27 Mon     Memorial Day Holiday (Preschool & Lotus Adult Daycare closed) 
28 Tue – 31Fri   AHM Preschool summer break (Preschool not in session) 
31 Fri  6:30PM   “Carving the Divine” Documentary & Dharma Shared by Rev. Matsumoto  
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 We hope you all enjoyed your Spring Break!  Please be mindful of the upcoming event dates that will 
be listed in the newsletter.   
 We’ve been keeping busy! In addition to our Manju Fundraiser, our United went to an escape room 
experience at Ala Moana followed by dinner and fellowship. This was a great opportunity to get to know 
each other better, learn effective ways to communicate, and have fun at the same time! It was a fun an en-
joyable team building activity.  Everyone participated and received cards at the end that celebrated each 
person’s individual contributions to the game. We were able to complete this within the one hour time lim-
it and it was agreed that we want to try this again.  
 We also had an ‘ohana night which was in-
tended to be for the junior’s families to make vi-
sion boards together, however, it ended up being 
a Jr YBA craft night. Aunty Gay gave a short les-
son of “SMART” goals: Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Relevant, Timely. We made vision 
boards and had a lot of fun cutting out images 
and words from magazines to create a board of 
inspiration, goals and things we enjoy. 
 The Oahu United is hosting the upcoming Spring Federation Meeting in April and we are working 
with our Federation executive board to secure a date so we can work on the details.  
 We are also encouraging participation in Sangha Day at Waianae Hongwanji on Saturday, April 27.  
There is also more information about this in the newsletter. Please register with your family or individual-

ly. We can also carpool so please see the carpool list on the Google drive. If 
you don’t have access, please contact Aunty Arynn (contact at the end of arti-
cle). 
 Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers (Y.E.S.S.) Camp is May 25-27 and 
will cost $30 for registration until April 
15th.  After that the registration cost will 
increase but you can still register. 
YESS Camp is open to youth ages 13-
23 and is a great opportunity to bring 
your friends as well as meet other Bud-
dhist Youth throughout the state. This 
year’s camp will be held at the Bud-
dhist Study Center. We are grateful to have Reverend Kerry Kiyohara for this 
year’s YESS Camp as we talk about resilience and how we connect to Bud-
dhism resuming our lives from the pandemic.   For any questions or concerns, 
feel free to contact us at:  yesscamp@honpahi.org.  We hope to see you there! 

 Lastly, our 67th Jr. YBA State Convention will be held on June 21-23 in Maui. Registration costs (not 
including airfare) are expected to be approximately $280 so we will be looking at using our existing dona-
tions and fundraiser monies to subsidize members who wish to attend. 
 Other activities we will be planning in the upcoming months: Senior Celebration for Dymin Kakazu, 
Temple visits to attend services at other Oahu District temples, and joint activities with the United of Hon-
olulu and our affiliate clubs (Judo and Aikido). 
Save the Dates! 

*tentatively* Sunday April 14: Oahu hosting Federation Meeting 
Friday-Sunday, May 25-27: Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers (Y.E.S.S.) Camp 
Friday-Sunday, June 21-23: State Convention in Maui  

 
Any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school graduation 

are welcome to join Jr. YBA! You do not need to be a member of a temple so 
bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa 
(advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com if you’d like more information.  

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

mailto:yesscamp@honpahi.org
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
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