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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

                     OCTOBER, 2024  VOlumE70,   issuE 10 

 Minister’s Message continued  on page 2 

Do you see it? Do you appreciate it? 
 

 When you drive into the Temple parking lot, you cannot miss the bright-
ly colored yellow lantana profusely blooming along the length of the wall. It 

is probably the first thing that captures your attention. How-
ever, in one corner of the lawn, there is a 
lone lily plant also growing and flowering. 
Have you seen it? I always pass by it and my 
eyes rest on it for a moment. As I do this, it 
reminds me of a message by Reverend Ya-
kumo.  
 He shared that as we live our life as 

Buddhists I hope that we do not see people and things in our world only for 
their utility value. In other  words, that we do not value people and things on-
ly from the standpoint of how we can benefit from them. In America or the 
West, nature is, too often, considered something to be used for our benefit. 
That is, we no longer look at things with an attitude that the thing itself is suf-
ficient reason for it to exist. For example, a river is no longer seen as having 
value as flowing water. It is looked at for how many kilowatts of power can 
be generated if a power plant is built across it. The value of trees is calculated 
not for their beauty, but according to how much lumber it can produce. Simi-
larly, people are no longer valued as individuals, but for the work they can do 
and so on. Some would say “How  mottainai” which is often translated as 
“What a waste.” However, the original meaning of the word “mottainai” im-
plies that if you consider something only from the point of view of how we 
can use it and we disregard the essence of it that is “mottainai.”   
 There is a story about Rennyo Shonin, the 8th Spiritual Leader of the 
Hongwanji. He once found a piece of paper that was carelessly left in the 
hallway. He said, “This belongs to the Buddha” and he placed his hands to-
gether in gassho (a gesture of reverence and respect in the Buddhist Tradi-
tion) and bowed to the paper. When we consider everything as “belonging to 
the Buddha” we accept water as water, a scrap of paper as paper and 
acknowledge its value for itself not according to how much we can profit or 
benefit from it. The Buddhist attitude is that everything in the world has its 
own reason for existing and has its own unique value. This is one way the 
expression “those of blue color emit blue radiance; those of yellow color emit 
yellow radiance; those of red color emit red radiance and those of white color 
emit white radiance. They are exquisite, wonderful, fragrant and pure.” in the 
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      PRESIDENT’S MESSSAGE 
 
To Our Sangha:  
On the weekend of September 7th-8th, the Triple Celebration commemorating the 850th 
anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s birth, the 800th anniversary of Jodo Shinshu’s establish-
ment, and the 135th anniversary of  the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii was held at 
the Ala Moana Hotel.  Under the theme, “Sharing the Joy of Nembutsu, Our Living Heart 

of Gratitude,,” the 295 attendees marked the largest gathering since the pandemic.  In accordance with the 
“Green Hongwanji” initiative, a digital booklet showcasing the events, speakers, workshops, and messages 
was provided in lieu of a printed version.  You can view a copy of this booklet by clicking on the QR code 
below.  A few photos from the event are posted below, and the AHM attendees are on the far right.  
On October 6th and 27th, after the Sunday Services, a replay of the BSC lectures by Rev. Dr. David Matsu-
moto on “What is Mahayana Buddhism” and “What is Pure Land Buddhism,”  respec-
tively, will be shown, followed by a Questions & Answers session by Rev. Eric Matsumoto.    
Also, please refer to the flyers herein for the many upcoming events.  
 
In Gassho,  
Boyd Marumoto 

Smaller Sukhavativyuha Sutra about the various colored lotuses in the Pure Land can be interpreted. When 
we consider the value of things by how useful they are to us as the most important characteristic of it we 
miss the true beauty of it. Buddhism tries to awaken us to the beauty of and the essence of all things includ-
ing people around us.   
 Rev. Kubose shared that the Buddhist religion is about awareness. In our lives, unless we are aware life 
will not be meaningful. He shares about Basho, a famous Japanese poet who authored a 17-syllable poem 
about a flower called a nazuna. (See photo of Sheperd’s Purse or the Nazuna from 
Wikipedia.) The nazuna is a small insignificant flower, but Basho wrote a poem 
about it. He wrote “Look carefully. The nazuna blooms along the fence-ah!” We 
might wonder, why did he choose to write a poem about such a flower. Well, he 
learned something from this flower that everyone just seemed to ignore. All around 
us are many wonderful and beautiful things, but unless we are aware (of them) so 
much will be missing from our life. It is supposed that Basho walked many times along the fence he men-
tions in the haiku poem, but this one day, it was different because he truly noticed for the first time the na-
zuna blooming along the fence. In the bright morning sunlight, it was blooming with every petal, every 
leaf. How beautiful, how noble, he must have thought. Hardly anyone looks at it; no one praises it and yet 
there it is blooming with all its might. How about me? How are we living our lives? The Teachings of the 
Buddha are everywhere-all around us-if only we open our mind’s eye. The beauty of the Buddha’s Teach-
ing is that it is found not only in the temple or in a sutra, but actually all around us. Just as Basho learned a 
great deal from the tiny nazuna blooming along the fence.  
 Awareness is what makes life meaningful. Our life may not be perfect, we have our problems and chal-
lenges, but without awareness it will be just another day. To learn Buddha-Dharma is to become aware of 
life itself. To learn Buddhism is to transform one’s life living with a new perspective.   

Thank you and Namo Amida Butsu. 

Reverend Eric Matsumoto 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  October,  2024  JIKO                               

  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii - HEADQUARTERS	UPDATE 
 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ** Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 
Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP             

 Headquarters Update continued  on page 4 

*Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the following message at the Hawaii Kyodan Board of Directors MeeƟng on Sep-
tember 14, 2024.      
     

“ACHIEVING THE GOAL TOGETHER” 
 
“The mission of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is to share the living teachings of Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism so that all beings may enjoy lives of harmony, peace, and gratitude.”  
The teachings of the Nembutsu hold a profound power—the power to transform our ordi-
nary existence into something extraordinary. Jodo Shinshu reminds us that within the all-
encompassing Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha, every life—yours, mine, and 
all others—is equally valued, affirmed, and cherished. 
 
In these challenging times, the message of Jodo Shinshu is more important than ever. It 
offers us a path to a more harmonious and compassionate society. But our mission cannot 
be achieved in isolation—it requires the collective effort of all of us. Together, we have the 
power to create a positive impact on individuals and the world.  
Currently, we have approximately 3,700 member families devoted to the Buddha, Dharma, 
and Sangha. Some, like you, are actively involved in managing the temple’s businesses 
and activities.  
 
Additionally, there are others—whom I call ‘affiliates’—who may not be formal members but who support 
the temple during key events, like bon dances. While we don’t have official numbers, I estimate there are 
about 12,000 affiliates. 
 
Our current propagation efforts largely focus on these groups—members and affiliates. However, our reach 
can go much further. A recent survey shows that many people have a personal interest in Buddhism, even 
though they are not connected to any specific organization. Roughly 5% of Hawaii’s population identifies 
as Buddhist, which is about 70,000 people.  
 
But beyond this, we have an even greater opportunity. Approximately 67% of Hawaii’s adult population—
around 700,000 people—express an interest in spirituality, even though they don’t identify as Buddhist. 
 
I believe now is the time for us to broaden our horizon and reach out beyond our immediate temple commu-
nities. The message of Jodo Shinshu has the potential to resonate with many more people. 
 
As Bishop and as the BSC Interim Director, I have shared these statistics with the BSC Committee, the 
Commission on Buddhist Education, and the Ministerial Training Committee. I’ve stressed that, for the fu-
ture survival and growth of Hawaii Kyodan, we need to engage the broader community. I deeply appreciate 
those committee members who have already begun to review their programs and activities with this broader 
market in mind. 
 
But the responsibility of propagation does not rest solely on our ministers or certain committees. It must be 
a team effort, a collective responsibility. Each one of us—whether a minister, temple president, member, or 
board member—has a crucial role to play in spreading the Nembutsu teaching. 
 
Let me share an analogy: think of a café, such as Starbucks. The mission of Starbucks is to inspire and nur-
ture the human spirit—one person, one cup, and one neighborhood at a time. People go to Starbucks not just 
for the coffee but for the entire experience. The coffee may be excellent, but what keeps people coming 
back is the warm, welcoming atmosphere—the sense of belonging they feel as soon as they step through the 
door. 
 
A successful café offers more than just a product. It provides a space where people can relax, connect, and 
enjoy a pleasant environment. And it’s not only the baristas who are responsible for this. Many workers, 
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departments, HQ, and the entire organization work together to create this positive customer experience. 
 
In the same way, our temples should function. The Buddha’s teachings are like the coffee in a café—they are 
at the heart of what we offer. Ministers, like baristas, are at the forefront, sharing the Dharma. But just as a 
café requires more than its baristas to create a welcoming environment, our temples require more than just 
the ministers. It takes all of us, working together, to create a space where people can feel at home, build con-
nections, and leave the temple feeling spiritually fulfilled. 
 
We all carry the "brand" of our mission on our shoulders. As ministers, members, and leaders of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, every interaction—whether inside the temple or in the broader community—
reflects our values and the Buddha’s teachings. Each of us helps shape the identity of our organization. To-
gether, we create a lasting impact on those who come into contact with us. 
 
As our Kyodan faces declining membership and a shrinking pool of leadership, working together becomes 
even more critical. By uniting our efforts, we can achieve far more than any one of us can achieve alone. 
 
So, I ask you: How can you, as an individual, a temple, or a committee, contribute to this collaborative effort 
to share the Nembutsu? I deeply appreciate your tireless dedication to this mission. But I invite you to reflect 
on this question—either on your own, with your temple members, or with your committee members. 
 
Remember, we are all carrying the "brand" of Hongwanji. Every effort, no matter how small, contributes to 
the greater mission. And these efforts must be recognized, shared, and communicated effectively. 
 
Let us recommit ourselves to the mission, to one another, and to those who are waiting to hear the timeless 
message of Shinran Shonin. Together, we will continue to spread the joy of living in the Nembutsu.  
 
Namo Amida Butsu.   
 
Toshiyuki Umitani, Bishop 
 
CONDOLENCE  
Mr. Bruce Yoshiyuki Shimada, a member of Waialua Hongwanji Mission, passed away on March 11, 
2024.   Mr. Shimada dedicated his life to fostering a warm atmosphere for the Sangha members of the 
Waialua Hongwanji as its secretary and editor of the temple newsletter. Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani presented 
the Posthumous Title (INGO) of FU-SHO-IN 普照院, which signifies the Light of the Buddha that 
“completely illuminates” the boundless worlds, at the Funeral Service held on September 12, 2024.   
 
SAVE THE DATE: UPCOMING EVENT  
PBA LIGHTING OUR WAY BANQUET 
Date: Friday, November 15th, 2024 
Time: RecepƟon at 5:00 p.m.・Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
LocaƟon: Ala Moana Hotel by Mantra  
To become a sponsor, purchase individual Ɵckets, or make a donaƟon to support the Banquet, please visit PBA's Ban-
quet website at hƩps://pacificbuddhistacademy.org/giving/lighƟng-our-way or contact Megan Lee 
at megan.lee@pbahi.org for more informaƟon. 
 
IMPORTANT SECURITY NOTICE: BEWARE OF RECENT PHISHING EMAILS  
We want to alert our community about recent phishing attempts targeting our temples and members. Fraudulent emails 
have been sent that appear to come from our ministers, but in reality, they originate from unknown email addresses, 
such as rev.reverend@keemail.me. These emails typically request gift cards or money, and may instruct recipients 
not to call the minister and to respond only via email, claiming the matter is urgent and confidential—such as surpris-
ing temple members with a gift.  These emails are not from our ministers. Scammers likely created fake email address-
es using our reverends' names to exploit their public role and the trust of our community.  Please be aware: 
 1) Our ministers will never ask for gift cards or money via email. 
 2) If you receive such an email, do not respond or click on any links, as this may compromise your security. 
 3) On our website at https://hongwanjihawaii.com/temples/, you can look up email addresses for temples & ministers. 
 4) If in doubt, call the minister or temple office directly to verify the email’s authenticity.  
By staying vigilant and reporting suspicious emails, we can protect our community and help to combat cybercrime. 
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To kick off our last month we had our United officer elections and Installation Service.  Thank you Rev. 
Kamuro for officiating our installation in Rev. Soga’s absence.  We know Rev. Soga was 
having a good time at the BCA 125th Anniversary and their Triple Celebration. 
 
Congratulations to our United officers! 
 President: Yuma Kamuro (Mililani Hongwanji) 
 Vice-President: Trevor Matsuwaki (Mililani Hongwanji) 
 Secretary: Courtney Uehara (Mililani Hongwanji) 
 Treasurer: Jamelyn Tomori (Aiea Hongwanji) 
We’ve also increased our Membership for the United this year so we’d like to welcome 
our new members: Dean and Kim Tse-Castro and Trevor Matsuwaki.  We have several interested new 
members who we are looking forward to having join us at our events.  
 
Our Juniors met prior to the Honpa Hongwanji Triple Celebration to pack all the registration bags that 
were given to participants of the Triple Celebration on September 7-8 at Ala Moana Hotel. After making 
300 bags which included the service booklet, set of reusable utensils with a holder, souvenir keha (petals to 
throw during the service), and a few other goodies, we had our Fall Federation Meeting. Oahu United is 
hosting the Winter Federation Meeting which is scheduled for Martin Luther King Jr. weekend. 
 
A big THANK YOU! to all of you who ordered manju for our HBY Month Fundraiser.  As mentioned 
previously, we will be donating a portion of our proceeds to the Oahu SPCA. We truly appreciate your 
support and all your orders and generous donations. We hope that you enjoy the manju that we baked be-
cause we enjoyed making it for you! 
 

Upcoming Important Dates:  
HBY Month Manju Making: Saturday, October 5 at Waipahu Hongwanji at 11:00am.  Please make 
sure you are wearing covered shoes and (if you have long hair) a hair tie/cap to keep your hair back while 
we bake.  Gloves will be provided. 
 
Next Meeting: Sunday, October 6, at Pearl City Hongwanji at 12:30am.  
 

Save the Date:   
Sunday, October 27, time TBD – Haunted Plantation (tentative; details will be discussed at Oct. 6th 
meeting) 
Sunday, January 19 – Monday, January 20: Winter Federation Meeting (Oahu is hosting) 
 
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high 
school graduation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member 
of a temple so bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Ar-
ynn Ishikawa (advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com if you’d like more infor-
mation.  

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 
 

New officers: Yuma, Courtney, Jamelyn, Trevor  
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O BON WINDCATCHERS: SHARING OUR GRATITUDE 
 

Thank you to the many representatives from various organizations within the Aiea Hongwanji 
Sangha who assisted with hanging the windcatchers in our temple on Sunday, July 21st.   
A warm mahalo to the Aiea Jr. YBA, BWA, and Board of Directors for your continued support! 
 
We would also like to acknowledge Dale Furukawa, who designed the windcatchers and assisted 
us from her home in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
 
Thank you to all our members and families who donated by purchasing a windcatcher. This year, 
seventy-nine windcatchers adorned our temple for an entire month to celebrate our 2024 Obon.  
The names of our loved ones floated gently in the Hondo during services as a reminder to reflect, 
remember, and express our deepest gratitude to our loved ones.  
 
お陰様で〜どうもありがとうございました！ 
 
(If you wish to pick up your 2024 Windcatcher tags, they are available in the office.) 
 
In Gassho, 
Diane Okawa 
Aiea Hongwanji BWA President  
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Thank you to all BWA members, friends, and family! Your generous donations and help were 
instrumental in making our 2024 Obon a resounding success. We could not have done it without 
you!  
 
If you, unfortunately, missed the opportunity to shop our BWA food table, here are just a few 
things you missed: Sengiri daikon, namasu, kimchee cabbage, kamameshi, takuwan, pineapple 
upside down cake, chocolate dipped pretzels, Seasoned pretzels, party mix, chocolate chip 
cookies, almond bars, prune mui, Arrowhead cabbage salad, and Seasoned salt.  
 
In addition to all the ono treats, our craft tables overflowed with homemade items. These includ-
ed- braided rugs, quilts, crocheted kitchen towels, coin purses, washi pens and magnets, scrub-
bies, a wide assortment of handmade cards, and beautifully crafted hair ornaments (kanzashi). 
 
Hope to see you all at our craft tables at next year’s Obon! 
 
In Gassho, 
 
D. Okawa 

Aiea Hongwanji Mission extends its Deepest Sympathy to 
the family of the late Kenneth Kaoru Kamada 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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