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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
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 Minister’s Message continued  on page 2 

   JUly 2025         Volume71,     issue 07 

“Obon, Obon Its Festival Day!” 
 

As we enter the summer months especially July and 
August, the Obon Season is already in full swing with several 
temples already having had their Bon Dances. Obon is one of 
the important Buddhist observances that we have. Did you 
visit your temple or a temple near you not only for the Bon 
Dance, but also for the Obon Service too? I encourage you to 
attend both the Bon Service and the Bon Dance. To be sure, 
the Bon Dance is fun with all the dancing, eating and being 
able to talk story with family and friends amidst the music 
and taiko drumming, but Obon is also a time of deep spirituality. It is a time 
to reflect, remember and honor people who were and are a part of your life, 
and express gratitude in the spirit of Dana.    

One of the central themes of Obon is Dana or Selfless Giving. In the 
book, “The Teaching of Buddha” it says, “A True Offering (Dana) comes 
from an empathetic heart before any request is made…a True Offering 
(Dana) is…the one that gives not occasionally but constantly.” “A True Of-
fering (Dana) is one that is given with pleasure, forgetting oneself as the giv-
er, the one who receives it and the gift itself. True Offering (Dana) springs 
spontaneously from one’s pure compassionate heart with no thought of re-
turn, wishing to enter into a life of Enlightenment together.” Dana or Self-
less Giving is one of the most beautiful, genuine and pure teachings of the 
Buddha. We are all encouraged to do it, but when we deeply self-reflect, we 
realize how challenging it is to perform pure Dana.   

Let me share a personal experience that I had which showed me how 
hard it truly is for me to practice Dana. It happened on one of my trips to the 
Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkely, California. As not to cause an inconven-
ience to the Staff at the Jodo Shinshu Center and save several hundred dol-
lars on plane fare for the Center, I decided to take a redeye flight to San 
Franscico which left late Sunday night instead of Monday morning. So, I 
arrived at San Franscico early Monday morning and with some free time. As 
it was my usual day off too, I decided to go SF’s Chinatown. While I kind of 
knew where Chinatown was I didn’t know the exact location. This was be-
fore we had all these apps as we do today. I figured out which BART station 
I had to get off at, but then I had to figure out which direction Chinatown 
was from the station. As I looked around trying to figure out which way to 
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go someone came up to me and asked if I needed help. Well, being from Hawaii, perhaps I was a bit naïve 
and immediately answered “I want to go to Chinatown.” He told me where to go, but as soon as he gave me 
directions he asked for money. I was kind of taken aback because here in Hawaii you wouldn’t think of 
asking anyone for money for giving directions, right?    

 Now, I would have gladly given him a dollar or two , but my dilemma was that I had used all my 
dollar bills earlier for my BART ticket. The smallest bill I had was a $10 bill.  I had a hard time letting go 
of the 10 dollars. Let me tell you, at that moment, it was a real struggle. From the way this person spoke 
and was dressed, he didn’t seem like someone who was just trying to get money from people for nothing. 
He was polite and friendly. He did give me all kinds of additional information such as if I didn’t mind 
walking for 15 minutes or so I could walk to Chinatown instead of taking the bus. He also told me of places 
that the locals like to go to and so forth. He even offered me change. So, I ended up giving him $7 as I 
needed some cash for my return trip on BART. When I did he was so grateful. It was such a sincere thank 
you that I felt like “What a bonbu I am.” He so appreciated the extra $5 that it seemed to make his day. I 
kind of assume that he could probably get a small meal with the $7. Or was he something more? I can’t 
give money so spontaneously to 100 people, but it seemed to make such a difference in that person’s life for 
that day. I felt embarrassed and ashamed when I realized my attachment. From the standpoint of the Dhar-
ma, my gift of $7 was not Dana because I was attached to it. Even though it was not Dana, my gift was ap-
preciated by that person, and, gratefully, it did make me self-reflect which resulted in my greater apprecia-
tion of Amida Buddha’s unconditional compassion. It was a wonderful Dharma enriching moment!  
 This experience, one among many, has made me realize what a bonbu or foolish being I am. Someone 
who has all kinds of attachments and self-centered thoughts. It has made  me appreciate, even more, the 
great unconditional compassion of Amida Buddha who accepts me just as I am, faults and inconsistencies 
included, promising that I can attain the perfect peace, happiness and tranquility, equal to the Buddha’s, by 
simply entrusting in Namo Amida Butsu, the Buddha’s Name Which Calls Me To Entrust. There are no  
conditions placed upon me. Amida Buddha simply pleads and beckons “Do not worry. Simply Entrust 
(Namo) yourself to me (Amida Butsu/Buddha).”   
 Out of deep gratitude to Amida Buddha and in lament of one’s imperfect self, a Jodo Shin Buddhist (to 
me) responds to Amida Buddha by reciting Namo Amida Butsu, the Buddha’s Name That I Call in Aware-
ness, Joy and Gratitude and by trying to live more in accordance with the Dharma. In Shin Buddhism, Dana 
is not required of us to be saved or attain Enlightenment, as we are saved by Amida Buddha’s Compassion 
to which we entrust ourselves, but (to me) it does not mean that Dana is meaningless and of no concern to 
us. It is a virtue and out of gratitude to Amida Buddha, understanding its significance, we give in the spirit 
of Dana even if imperfectly. As it says in The Golden Chain of Love, “I will try to think pure and beautiful 
thoughts, to say pure and beautiful words and to do pure and beautiful deeds knowing that on what I do 
now depends not only my happiness or unhappiness, but also that of others.” Let us respond to Amida Bud-
dha unconditional compassion, but trying to live the Dharma. 
 
Please join us for our 2025 Obon Festivities at Aiea Hongwanji. Sunday, July 13th at 9AM is our Major Bon 

Service, 10:30AM is the Hatsubon Service for individuals and families observing their first Obon after los-

ing someone, and Saturday, July 26 is Bon Dance night with a short Bon Service at 6pm, Bon Dance at 7pm 

and Temple Open House from 7:30pm-9:30pm. See you at the Temple!  
 
Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in the Buddha of Immeasurable Life and Infinite Light. 

Reverend Eric Matsumoto 
 

AIEA HONGWANJI COMMUNITY HALL RENTALS FOR 2026 
 
2026 is approaching, and we are receiving requests for hall rentals. The bookings for the 

summer graduation season are particularly in high demand. AHM offers its members the 

first opportunity to select an event date. If you are interested in renting the hall in 2026, 

please contact us at aieajiko@gmail.com before August 31, 2025. After this date, rental 

agreements will be open to the public.  

mailto:aieajiko@gmail.com
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The 68th Jr. YBA State Convention took place at BSC and Moiliili Hongwanji Mission from June 20 to 22, 
2025. Below is the message from Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, which was posted in the Convention Booklet.    

68th JR. YBA STATE CONVENTION 
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE 

 On behalf of the ministers and sangha members of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, I 
warmly congratulate you on the 68th Jr. YBA State Convention. I sincerely hope that through con-
nections, learning, and fellowship with your Dharma friends, you will deepen your understanding 
of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and find joy in being part of our vibrant Hongwanji community here in Hawaii.  
 When I first heard this year’s convention theme, “Hello Kitty and Friends,” I remembered the days I 
watched the Hello Kitty DVDs with my daughters and wondered, “What relevance does Hello Kitty have to 
the Jr. YBA Convention?” Yet, after some reflection, I realized that Hello Kitty and her friends embody 
many Buddhist values—especially friendship, kindness, and connection—all of which align beautifully 
with the teachings of Buddhism.  
 For example, with her simple yet heartfelt expressions, Hello Kitty reminds us that even small acts of 
kindness can brighten someone’s day. Similarly, the Buddha’s teachings guide us to cultivate wisdom and 
compassion and to strive to be “kind and gentle to every living thing and protect all who are weaker than 
myself.”   
 Additionally, the characters in Hello Kitty’s world each have unique personalities, yet they live in har-
mony, supporting and accepting one another. Similarly, Buddhism teaches us that while we are all different, 
we are deeply connected within Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love. Our thoughts, words, and ac-
tions—whether positive or negative—impact those around us. This reminds us to “try to think pure and 
beautiful thoughts, to say pure and beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful deeds, knowing that on 
what I do now depends not only my happiness or unhappiness but also that of others.”   
 As you engage in the activities of this convention, I encourage you to reflect on how all lives, including 
yours, shine beautifully within Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love. Regardless of our differences—
whether in age, gender, nationality, or beliefs—Amida Buddha’s Compassionate Light embraces us all. 
Within this warm embrace, let us strive, no matter how big or small our actions, to bring peace and happi-
ness to all beings in the world.  
 Lastly, I would like to express my deep gratitude to the members and advisors of the United Jr. YBA 
of Honolulu for your dedication to making this convention possible. To all participants: May you treasure 
this experience, build lasting friendships, and continue to walk the path of the Nembutsu with joy and con-
fidence.  Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
 
A MESSAGE FOR PEACE TO COMMEMORATE 80 YEARS SINCE THE END OF WORLD 
WAR II    
This year marks the 80th year since the end of World War II. First and foremost, I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to all those around the world who lost their lives in that devastating war. I also express my deepest 
sympathy to those who suffered unimaginable hardship—losing family, homes, and enduring countless 
forms of sorrow—due to the war.  
War is a collective act carried out between nations that takes lives and tramples upon the dignity of life. It is 
a tragic expression of human ignorance and foolishness in its most horrific form. During World War II, in 
Asia, the Pacific, and across the globe, both allies and enemies alike—combatants and civilians—suffered 
tremendous losses. On Japanese soil, Okinawa experienced a devastating ground battle. The atomic bomb- 

http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org
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ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki annihilated both people and entire cities. Tokyo, Osaka, and many other 
cities were reduced to ashes through air raids. And yet, it is part of our history as a Buddhist organization 
that we once cooperated with and even glorified that war. 

Shinran Shonin stated, “If the karmic cause so prompts us, we will commit any kind of act.” When illu-
minated by the Buddha’s teaching, we come to see our true selves—beings so easily swayed by circum-
stances that we are capable of the most tragic and shameful acts. Precisely because of this, we must never 
again allow such conditions to arise. 

Since the end of the war, our organization has engaged in various efforts to realize peace, including an 
annual memorial service for all who died in the war. However, as those with no direct experience of war 
now make up the majority of the population, the painful memories of war are gradually fading. We must 
not forget our past—a past in which we failed to question the national and social context of that time, and 
mistook what was wrong for what was right. We must hold a deep sense of remorse and strive never to let 
our past fade away, guided by Shinran Shonin’s words, “The nembutsu alone is true and real.” 

We are awakened to the reality that all life—past, present, and future—is embraced by the compassionate 
vow of the Buddha. We must honor those who came before us, cherish those living now, and convey our 
aspirations to those yet to be born. 

Our organization should carry forward the painful stories of war passed down to us by our predecessors 
so that their experiences will not be in vain. People around the world continue to suffer from wars and 
conflicts even at this very moment. It is our important role as a Buddhist organization to sympathize with 
their pain and sorrow, deeply reflect on ourselves, and pass on the Nembutsu to the next generation. 

Continuously reflecting on the past, questioning ourselves, and considering what we can do now and 
what we can leave behind for future generations —these are the matters of true importance. On the 80th 
year commemoration of the end of the war, I offer this message for peace. 
 
April 14, 2025 

Governor General SONOKI Giko  
 Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha 

BISHOP'S AWARD FOR JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL STUDENTS  

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Japanese Language School committee honored following students 

who received the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Bishop’s Award at their graduations in May 
2025. 
 
Hilo Hongwanji Gakuen 6th grader: Aliya Toshiko Kojiro 

Hongwanji Mission School 8th grader: Melanie Rina Diones 

Wailuku Hongwanji Gakuen 6th grader: Ariani Garcia  

 
MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENT  
Rev. Shindo Nishiyama, the Resident Minister of Jikoen Hongwanji Temple, will be retiring from Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as of August 31, 2025.  Rev. Nishiyama served Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
of Hawaii for 34 years. Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii expresses our deepest appreciation and 
gratitude to Rev. Shindo Nishiyama for his dedication and effort of spreading the Nembutsu Dharma to 
our members and community. 
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Our United had a really fun time at 
Coral Crater Adventure Park where 
we did the Adventure Course high 
up in the air. It was such a fun expe-
rience being harnessed and learning 
to hook onto the cables and move 
through the obstacles. There were 
several moments of nervousness, 
but we all worked hard to overcome 
the obstacles. Yuma and Aunty Gay 

completed both sets of obstacles, Aunty Arynn had to get rescued and 
Jamelyn and Diandra did a couple sections of the upper obstacles. It 
was a fun activity and we learned we can do more than we think we 
can. We would love to do this again so join us for the next one! 
 
We had a successful Jr. YBA State Convention at the Ala Moana Hotel 
and Buddhist Study Center on June 20-June 22. This year’s Conven-
tion was hosted by the United of Honolulu and the theme was Hello 
Kitty & Friends. We will share the results of the contests and photos in the next newsletter.  

 
We started our busy weekend Bon Dance season! Several of us were able to go 
to Wahiawa Hongwanji Bon Dance where we helped run the fishing pond 
game for children both nights. It was not too busy but stayed very steady 
throughout the night. We 
also were able to see some 
of our former Jr. YBA mem-
bers too! It was great to see 
Kano and Shoshi helping 

out with the Taiyaki booth and Chihiro and Ty playing 
taiko with the Ewa Fukushima Bon Dance Club. The 
second night brought more of our past members, Kenji, 
Koji, and Kana Suzuki and Jenna Takara. Aunty Arynn helped MC on Friday night too!   
If you are available and want to volunteer for any of our other district bon dances, please be sure to check 
your calendars and come out to whatever bon dance you can help at! We also encourage you to bring 
your friends to experience bon dance. They are not obligated to work a shift, but they can if they want!   
The schedule is as follows: 

July 5 – Waipahu Hongwanji 
July 19 – Waianae Hongwanji 
July 25 – Aiea Hongwanji (shave ice booth) 
August 9 – Pearl City Hongwanji (food booth) 
August 15 and 16 – Mililani Hongwanji (beverage booth – 2 locations) 

 
Upcoming Important Dates:   
Next Meeting: Sunday, July 6, at Wahiawa Hongwanji at 1:00pm (location is still to be confirmed)  
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high 
school graduation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member 
of a temple so bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Ar-
ynn Ishikawa (advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or 
jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you have questions or for more information.  

 
Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 July,  2025 JIKO                                

  

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  July, 2025  JIKO                                

  

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 July,  2025 JIKO                                

  

 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 4 

PROPAGATION PROGRAM GRANT  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii “Propagation Program Grant Committee” would like to announce to 
all of you that “Propagation Program Grant” is available to all of you for “New and wonderful ideas for 
propagating Nembutsu teachings into our community". This grant is designed to support new and innova-
tive ideas for sharing the Nembutsu teachings within our communities. Do you have a creative Dharma 
project you’d like to bring to life and share with others? If so, we encourage you to apply. 
 
The committee will review all applications that meet the following criteria: 

Priority will be given to innovative, creative ideas or activities focusing on Buddhist Education and the 
propagation of the Dharma. 

Each project may be funded only once within 5 years. 
The maximum amount of the grant should not exceed $10,000.00 
The project should have statewide implications/potential. 

The next application deadline is July 31. For more information or to apply, please contact your resident 
minister or the Honpa Hongwanji Headquarters. 

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME TO SUPPORT OUR BON DANCE EVENT 
Cans of spam, bottled water, and bags of ice can be dropped off at the 

community hall on Sundays 8:00 am through noon or on the morning of 
Saturday, July 26, 2025.   
Thank you very much. 
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Temple Calendar of Events for July 2025 
6 Sun 9:00AM  Sunday Service 
11 Fri 5:30PM  HAIB Directors Meeting 
12-13 Sat-Sun   Peace on your Wings Performances at Kennedy Theatre, UH Manoa 
13 Sun 9:00AM  AHM O-Bon Major Service 
  10:30AM  Hatsubon Service  
15 Tue 7:00PM   AHM BOD Meeting 
17 Thu 10:00AM  Lotus Adult Daycare Service & Visitation 
20 Sun 8:00AM  Bon Dance Yagura Set Up (No service) 
26 Sat 6:00PM  Bon Service (prior to Bon Dance) in Hondo/Main Sanctuary 
  7:00PM  Bon Dance with Temple Open House from 7:30PM-9:30PM 
27 Sun 8:00AM  Bon Dance Yagura Dismantling (No service)  
   10:30AM  AHM BWA Meeting 
*For the year 2025, the end date for observing Hatsubon this year is June 15, 2025.  
** Rev. Matsumoto will be away on July 19-20, 2025, and July 28 to Aug 5, 2025.  Please call Rev. Mariko 
Nishiyama for emergencies at (808) 953-0014. 
 
Partial Temple Calendar of Events for August 2025 
3 Sun 9:00AM  Sunday Service 
4 Mon     First Day of Preschool  
4-8  6:00PM-8:00PM BSC Summer Session with Rev. Dr. Enrique Galan-Alvarez at BSC  

and Online 
10 Sun 9:00AM  Sunday Service 
13 Wed 9:00AM-10:30AM Preschool Temple Services (tentative) 
17 Sun 9:00AM  Sunday Service and removal of Bon Lanterns  

& Wind catchers in Hondo after Service 
18 Mon 7:00PM  Oahu District Buddhist Education Meeting 


