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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
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HIGAN OBSERVANCE AT THE AUTUMN EQUINOX 
 
Did you know that our Higan Services in Spring and Au-
tumn are a uniquely Japanese Buddhist Observance/
Service?  
 “Higan, which means the ‘other shore’ of Nirvana or 
Enlightenment as opposed to ‘this shore’ of Samsara or De-
lusion, is observed by Japanese Buddhists during the spring 
and autumn equinox of each year.  In Jodo Shinshu, the Hi-
gan observance is also called Sanbutsu-e or Gathering in 

Praise of the Buddha which is one of the two purposes of ritual gatherings-
the other being to listen to the teachings.  During these two times of the 
year in Japan, the days and nights are equal in length and the weather is 
neither too hot nor too cold.  It was a time for Buddhists to meditate on the 
harmony of nature that pervades the universe and to devote oneself to the 
realization of this harmony in one’s own inner life.   
 The Higan observance is not mentioned in Indian or Chinese records 
and is believed to have originated in Japan in the time of Shotoku Taishi.  
The two times of the year are described in the Mediation Sutra as appropri-
ate to the first meditation of facing the setting sun in the West, the symbol-
ic direction of the Pure Land of Amida.  Traditionally Higan is a week-
long observance from March 18th-24th and September 20th-26th with the 
4th day (March 21st and September 23rd)  as the main day of observance.  
During the week-long observance of study and meditation, emphasis is 
placed on the observance of the Six Paramitas which bring us to “the other 
shore.”  Paramita is the Sanskrit for “other shore.” 

1. The Path of Giving-Dana 
2. The Path of Right Behavior-Sila 
3. The Path of Endurance and Patience-Ksanti 
4. The Path of Endeavor or Effort-Virya 
5. The Path of Meditation-Dhyana 
6. The Path of Wisdom-Prajna 

The Jodo Shinshu emphasis is upon the basic harmony of all elements of 
the universe as represented by the virtues of Amida Buddha. The o-naijin 
or the altar is a symbolic representation of Amida Buddha and the Pure 
Land of Enlightenment.    Amida Buddha and the Pure Land is Higan or 
the  “other shore” in a shape or form actively sharing itself with all of us so 
we may achieve ultimate peace and harmony.” 
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Minister’s message continued from page 1 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
To Our Sangha:   

Let me begin by thanking the members of the Windward Buddhist Temple for attending 
our August 10th Sunday service and engaging in fellowship in the community hall.  Your 
presence and participation made it an exciting and eventful day.  See bottom of page 8 
of this newsletter for photos taken  during the fellowship session in the community hall. 

On behalf of the Aiea Hongwanji Kyodan, I extend our congratulations and recognition to the 
Aiea Hongwanji Judo Club for their accomplishments in the recent Hawaii 2025 United States Judo 
Federation Summer Nationals Tournament hosted by the 50th State Judo Association at the Hawaii 
Convention Center.  See the results on page 7 of this newsletter.   

Once again, the United Jr. YBA of Oahu is fundraising for their Hawaii Buddhist Youth (HBY) 
Month by baking and selling manju filled with Koshian (red bean paste).  The funds will go to support 
the Coral Reef Alliance.  The order form is included as one of the inserts in this newsletter.  Be sure 
to turn your order in by September 21, 2025. 

On page 6 is a flyer inviting you to spend a day at the Wahiawa Freshwater Park, sponsored by 
the State Department of Land and Natural Resources in partnership with Wahiawa Fresh and other 
community groups.  It’s on a first come first served basis so please submit your application and 
waiver form online by visiting the website dayatthelake.org  or contacting info@dayatthelake.org  
for more information.   

There are many more events and activities planned for the upcoming months, the details of 
which are in this newsletter.  I hope you will find something that will perk your interest. 

 In gassho,   
 Boyd Marumoto 

(Quote taken from “Traditions of Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha” by Masao Kodani and Russell Hamada.)  
 
Bodhisattva Dharmakara completed the above mentioned Six Paramitas to become Amida Buddha, the 
Buddha of Immeasurable Life and Infinite Light. For an ordinary person such as myself, it is impossible 
(for me) to perfect Six Paramitas to become enlightened. Amida Buddha had the foresight to see that not 
everyone (especially Eric Matsumoto) would be able to attain enlightenment, perfect peace, happiness and 
tranquility of Supreme Nirvana, by completing the Six Paramitas and thus instead shares the path to en-
lightenment through hearing the Buddha’s Name, Namo Amida Butsu thereby attaining the Awakened 
True Entrusting which enables one to attain enlightenment with birth in the Pure Land of Enlightenment. 
“Although its (the Pure Land’s) glorious splendour is described in physical terms in the sutras, this land is 
above all forms and concepts. It is the sphere of pure spiritual activity; those born there are awakened to 
the ultimate reality, and compassion spontaneously arises in them. In other words, having become bodhi-
sattvas, they participate in Amida Buddha’s endless work of delivering beings from delusion and suffer-
ing.” (Quote taken from “The Three Pure Land Sutra” by Hisao Inagaki.) 
 
On Sunday, September 14, 2025, 9AM, please join me for our Autumn Higan and Remembering the 
Seven Great Masters of Jodo Shinshu Service to find out why Shinran Shonin of the Hongwanji select-
ed these seven individuals as our Great Masters. It was these Seven Masters from India, China and Japan 
that lead Shinran Shonin to the Teaching of Jodo Shinshu which he shares with us.  May we experience 
peace and harmony in our life and world. Thank you and see you on September 14th! 
 
In gassho,  
Eric Matsumoto  
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI             

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii - HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 
 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ** Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 

 Headquarters Update continued  on page  4 

On August 14, 2025, to mark the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II, members of the Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii and community members gathered at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin for a special 
Commemoration Service titled “In Remembrance and Reflection: Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of 
World War II.” During the Commemoration Service, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the following aspira-
tion. 

In Remembrance and Reflection 
Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of World War II 

August 14, 2025 
Aspiration   
The Amida Tathagata, out of boundless compassion for beings lost in the defilements of this world, 
stood up and raised inconceivable vows, fulfilled the sacred practice of embracing and never aban-
doning a single being, and established the Pure Land of peace and bliss.  
This compassionate calling of the Buddha, as the sacred Name, Namo Amida Butsu, resounds 
throughout the ten directions. The Buddha continues to call out to us, guiding all who wander in the 
darkness of ignorance.  
And yet, this world of the three realms is like a burning house, ever impermanent. Our human igno-
rance and foolishness are deeply rooted. Consumed by desires for fame, gain, and pleasure, we ig-
nite flames of anger and fall into endless conflict. We harm ourselves,  we harm others, and the cycle 
does not cease.  
Eighty years ago, the Second World War, a conflict that affected countries across the globe, came to 
an end. Countless precious lives were lost. Many cities were reduced to ruins. Many people lost their 
families, friends, homes, and endured unimaginable pain. How deep, how unbearable, their sorrow 
must have been.  
The cries born from that suffering and the tears shed in that grief reach us today as a silent yet pow-
erful plea for peace.  
Shakyamuni Buddha taught: “Hatreds never cease by hatreds in this world. By love alone do they 
cease. This is an ancient Law.” He taught us that all living beings are interconnected, sharing in the 
great web of life. The path that destroys others is the path that ultimately destroys oneself. The path 
that allows others to live is the path on which we, too, are truly brought to life.  
These timeless truths we must now, more than ever, take deeply into our hearts. In this time of divi-
sion and conflict, may each of us gathered here today listen closely to these voices and embrace the 
aspirations of our predecessors who longed for a world of tranquility and harmony. May we uphold 
human dignity, nurture a mind of compassion, and ensure the tragedies of the past are never repeat-
ed.  
Let us walk forward together—to carry forward the message of peace from our predecessors, to ease 
the suffering of those who live among us today, and to protect the smiles of those who are yet to be 
born. 
 
With humble hearts, I offer this aspiration. Namo Amida Butsu.  
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani 

http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 3 

 Headquarters Update continued  on page  5 

RING YOUR BELL FOR PEACE DAY 2025 
The public is invited to join the virtual “6th Annual Ring Your Bell for Peace Day,” which is an interfaith, multi-
cultural, and international gathering of individuals and organizations who are enjoying a program with es-
teemed speakers, entertainers, and participants to share the common interest of promoting peace, mutual 
respect, and unity.  Hosted by Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.  
Everyone logs on September 22nd at 8:15 AM, and the program goes live on Zoom and Facebook Live at 8:30 
AM with messages and music of peace. At 9:00 AM, there is a minute of silence to honor all who sacrificed for 
peace. At 9:01, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Mission will ask everyone to ring their 
bells for 5 minutes. Participants’ screens will be spotlighted, and you will see children in their classes ringing 
bells, temple bells being rung by ministers and friends, senior centers, and families in their living rooms ringing 
their bells for peace! What a great feeling!  
Past participants have registered from Canada, the continental United States, Hawaii, Germany, and Japan, 
totaling nearly 1800.   
           DATE:    Monday, September 22, 2025  
           TIME:      8:30AM - 9:30 AM 
           PLACE:    Zoom link will be sent to all who register by Thursday, Sept. 19, 2025 

REGISTER:       bit.ly/PeaceDay2025 
or send email request to renemansho@hawaii.rr.com  

While Peace Day becomes more important each year, this creative approach allows people worldwide to per-
sonally connect and promote peace. It has uplifted our spirits and adds a little sunshine to our lives for a 
memorable occasion. In the past, participants included women from Ukraine sharing their stories, Lahaina 
Jodo Mission sharing the moments of the 2023 Maui Wildfire, and guest speaker Ramona Okumura, a humani-
tarian working in Gaza with the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund to help fit prosthetics for young people.  
Sharing Hawaii’s peace message, culture, and music is Hawaii’s Ambassador for Peace and ukulele virtuoso 
Jake Shimabukuro, who always makes this an event to remember! 
 
SHINING SPIRIT AWARD 
 
Name of Award: Shining Spirit Award 
Deadline: November 15 
 
PURPOSE: 
To recognize youth in Hawaii for their outstanding community service and embodying the spirit of selfless giv-
ing. Our aim is to inspire the next generation to understand and embrace the importance of serving and con-
tributing to the greater good of society. With this honor, we believe these young individuals will continue to 
grow into Living Treasures in our community. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: 

10-20 years old 
Legal resident of Hawaii 
Engaged in activity for at least 12 months prior to date of application 

 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION: 
Impact on Community: Evidence of meaningful change, whether through addressing a community need, im-
proving quality of life, or inspiring others. 
Initiative: How does the individual demonstrate leadership, show creativity in problem-solving or develop new 
ways to address issues? 
Effort: How does the individual exemplify dedication and resilience, demonstrate consistent, sustained effort 
in their projects or causes, even under challenging circumstances? 
Personal Growth: Describe how the individual gained new skills, built confidence, or learned valuable lessons 
that have contributed to their personal development. 

https://bit.ly/PeaceDay2025
mailto:renemansho@hawaii.rr.com
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 Headquarters Update continued  on page  7 

NOMINATION PROCEDURE: 
An organization or person from the community (teacher, advisor, counselor, mentor, clergy, coach, etc.) may 
nominate a young person for this recognition by submitting the following: 

Nomination form with information on the nominee (attached) 
Recommendation letters (maximum of three)  

You may submit completed nomination forms and recommendation letters: 
By mail to Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

Attn: Youth Award 
1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813 

By Email - admin@honpahi.org 
By dropping off a form at Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii during office hours  

The completed nomination form and letters of recommendation must be received by the Living Treasures of 
Hawaii Committee no later than November 15, 2025. Any nomination received after December 1 will be con-
sidered for the following year. If selected, parental consent will be required if the nominee is under 18 years of 
age. The selection committee reserves the right to not select an honoree and the decision of the committee is 
final. For more information, please call the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii main office at (808) 522-9200. 
 
COMMISSION ON BUDDHIST EDUCATION   
Please save the dates for the following events in October:  
Saturday, October 4: 1-3 PM (Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall)   
Okaeri’s Letters to Home Book Tour  
featuring panelists Aiden Aizumi, Keith Nishida, Jill Guillermo-Tagawa and Jessica Kawamura (all contributors 
to the book) and moderator, Camaron Miyamoto. “Letters to Home” is an anthology of essays, poetry and art 
by LGBTQ+ individuals and allies. Through sharing lived experiences, both positive and negative, contributors 
explore themes of identity, community, acceptance and  “home.”  Here is the link to register: https://
forms.gle/9nyxNpfGQKvM9WpC9. 
 
PRE-WAR HONGWANJI NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE ONLINE  
Early last year, Rev. Daido Baba discovered a treas-
ure in an unassuming cardboard box in storage at 
Headquarters: a near-complete set of the Kyodan 
Jiho, a Hongwanji Hawaii newsletter with issues 
spanning from 1921-1941. The content is mostly in 
Japanese, with some English-language content be-
ginning October 1926 under the name Pacific Bud-
dhist and later Buddhist Child.  
The physical quality of the issues varied, but on the 
whole was good and suitable for professional scan-
ning. We contracted AMI Systems to perform the scanning. They returned the originals to us along with elec-
tronic PDF files and high-resolution graphics (TIFFs).  
We contacted Kaoru (Kay) Ueda, research fellow and the curator of the Japanese Diaspora Collections at the 
Hoover Institution Library & Archives at Stanford, about our find. Under a partnership agreement approved by 
the HHMH board of directors, we provided the electronic files to Kay to add to the few issues of the Kyodan Jiho 
they already had.  
The collection is available online at https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/en/newspapers/kjh, allowing you to explore 
20 years’ worth of monthly issues. (A high-speed Internet connection is helpful.) As you explore and discover, 
please share your finds with archiveschair@honpahi.org. 
 
– David Atcheson, Archives Committee Chair 

mailto:admin@honpahi.org
https://forms.gle/9nyxNpfGQKvM9WpC9
https://forms.gle/9nyxNpfGQKvM9WpC9
https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/en/newspapers/kjh
mailto:archiveschair@honpahi.org
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AHJC Gold Medalists and National Champions 

The Aiea Hongwanji Judo Club Kaori Chandler with  
Sensei Nick 

2025 USJF Summer Nationals AHJC Judoka 

In July the Aiea Hongwanji Judo Club (AHJC) entered 28 competitors in the Hawaii 2025 United States Judo 
Federation (USJF) Summer Nationals hosted by the 50th State Judo Association at the Hawaii Convention 
Center.  The team scored a total of 84 team points which placed them in 4th place.  Of the 780 entrants, 
AHJC produced 8 gold, 3 silver, and 4 bronze medalists who are listed as follows: 
 
GOLD MEDALISTS:  
Kaoli Chandler, Sensei Richard Perry, Molia Maumalanga (Yaya), Jericho Burchfield, TJ Roberts, Owen 
Mehio, Ty Marcello-Vina, and Tanner Marcelo-Vina. 
 
SILVER MEDALISTS: 
Kenzie Katayama, Taylor Eischen, and Kailani Chow. 
 
BRONZE MEDALISTS: 
Nicholas Mehio (twice), Sensei Adonis Rabago, and Sione Maumalanga. 
 
Special congratulations go out to Kaoli Chandler for winning the best male technique of Day 1. 

LIVING GRATITUDE DONATION ENVELOPES AND FLYERS COMING SOON  
Temples will soon receive Living Gratitude donation envelopes and flyers to in-
clude in their September (or October) newsletters. Members and friends, please 
keep an eye out for this initial rollout to the whole Hongwanji Hawaii sangha. Living 
Gratitude will support Hongwanji Hawaii's efforts to EDUCATE members, youth, 
and the public about Jodo Shinshu, INNOVATE through the use of technology and 
target outreach, and SUSTAIN Hawaii Kyodan into the future. Thank you for your 
consideration! More information: 
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/living-gratitude/ 

https://hongwanjihawaii.com/living-gratitude/
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Thank you to all who sup-
ported the United of Oahu by 
buying shave ice at Aiea 
Hongwanji’s Bon Dance and 
by buying drinks at Mililani 
Hongwanji’s Bon Dance! We 
worked very hard and made a 
lot of sales.  Also, we’d like to thank all the past 

Jr. YBA members who came out to help us as well as the scouts at Aiea and Mililani High School’s Japa-
nese Club. We wouldn’t have been able to this without you! 
 
The week after Mililani Hongwanji’s obon weekend, on Sat-
urday, August 23, the Juniors hosted “Bingo, Bites and 
Bonding”.  It was open to any families and youth. We’d like 
to thank everyone who attended and also thank you to the 
Mililani BWA members who donated their time and provid-
ed dinner enhancements to go with the pizza party. We had 
so much fun and are thinking about possibly making this an 
annual event.  
 
Congratulations to the officers for next year!  We had our installation service before our meeting on Sep-
tember 7 followed by an escape room activity. Our new officers are:  
 President – Yuma Kamuro, Mililani Hongwanji 
 Vice President – Diandra Thomson, Mililani Hongwanji 
 Secretary – Taylor Kunimitsu, Aiea Hongwanji 
 Treasurer – Amane Tomori, Aiea Hongwanji.  
Upcoming Important Dates:  
Next Meeting: Sunday, September 7, at Mililani Hongwanji at 1:00pm 

Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter: https://bit.ly/convention2425  
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school gradu-
ation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a temple so bring 
your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa (advisor) at ar-
ynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you have questions or for more 

information.  Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba . 

WINDWARD BUDDHIST TEMPLE MEMBERS ATTENDED 
SUNDAY SERVICE AT AIEA HONGWANJI TEMPLE AND 
ENJOYED FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 
AFTERWARDS ON AUGUST 10, 2025  

https://bit.ly/convention2425
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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Aiea Hongwanji Mission extends its Deepest Condolences to 
the families of the Late George Hoshino, Fumie Maeda, Alice 
Tasaki, Victoria Mitsuoka, Maureen Fitch, Thelma 
Tarumoto,  Ross Yoshioka, and  Ikuo Nakata. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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