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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 Minister’s Message continued  on page 2 

   OCTOBER 2025         Volume71,     issue 10 

How was your Peace Day in Hawaii? 
 
 Did you know that Hawaii is the only state in Na-
tion which officially has adopted “Peace Day” as an 
official observance? Please read the following sum-
mary prepared by Carolyn Uchiyama of Wahiawa 
Hongwanji, who also sits on the Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii Peace Day Committee, which ex-
plains how it all came about.  
 

September 21 Peace Day in Hawaii 
 

Good morning, everyone and welcome to this Peace Day in Ha-
waii service. Every September 21st is recognized as Peace Day in 
Hawaii. In today’s world, it’s difficult to find peace occurring. 
Many of us wonder if anything can be done to solve such a serious 
problem. Have you heard the expression, “Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow?”  
Let me share such a story today. The Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tion 13th World Convention in Hawaii in September 2006 an acorn 
was planted. The theme of the convention was “Buddha’s Vow, 
My Aspiration: May There be Peace in the World and May the 
Buddha’s Teaching Spread.”   
The Jr. YBA youth organization took the acorn to set the idea of 
peace in motion. The United of Oahu presented a resolution at the 
49th Jr. YBA Convention in June 2006. There was a lively discus-
sion with advice from the ministers about the 2005 Hongwanji 
theme and slogan: “Embraced by the Vow: In Peace.” At the end 
of the conference a Peace Day Resolution was adopted.  
Federation of Jr.YBA planned to present the resolution at the 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Legislative Assembly in 
February 2007. The Jrs. presented the resolution and with some 
modifications the resolution was passed. 
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 Representative Jon Riki Karamatsu, representative of the 41st District (Waipahu) attend-
ed the Oahu District Sangha Day at Waipahu and was informed about the Peace Day resolu-
tion. He then introduced a Peace Day resolution recognizing September 21st as Hawaii 
Peace Day as SB260.  
 The Jrs. provided written and oral testimony in support of the bill and other groups 
joined in support of the bill. The bill was heard in the Senate and in the House of Represent-
atives. The bill passed and on April 18, 2007, Governor Linda Lingle signed Act 23 making 
Hawaii the only state in the Union recognizing Peace Day, in conjunction with the United 
Nations International Day of Peace, September 21.  
 In the ensuing years, Peace Day was celebrated by different districts, but in 2011-2012, 
Masahiro Sasaki, Sadako Sasaki’s brother, donated one of Sadako’s crane to Pearl Harbor. 
Then the fundraising efforts began to raise the $70,000 to help defray the expenses to build 
the special nitrogen filled container to house her crane at Pearl Harbor.  
Then in 2013, Bishop Eric Matsumoto asked Cari Taira to create a youth musical perfor-
mance to celebrate Honpa Hongwanji’s 125th anniversary in 2014. He hoped to show his 
gratitude to Hawaii Kyodan members with this musical that would be performed in each dis-
trict. The 2014 premiere of Ohana Arts “Peace on your Wings,” life of Sadako Sasaki, 
opened at Leeward Community College. She was an atom bomb victim in Hiroshima and at 
12 years old contracted leukemia.  
 The successful production was performed in Los Angeles, New York City, and other cities 
in California. In 2023, “Peace on your Wings” opened in Hiroshima, hometown of Sadako 
Sasaki. Additionally, this year, the 80th anniversary of the End of WWII, Ohana Arts per-
formed “Peace on your Wings” for a second performance in Hiroshima and also performed 
in Fukuoka City, where Sadako is now buried.  
 Today we will be viewing a YouTube video of Pamela Young’s Mixed Plate. She traveled 
with Ohana Arts for their first visit to Hiroshima and filmed the effects on the youthful actors 
as well as the people of Hiroshima.  
 In the beginning I spoke about “Mighty oaks from little acorns grow.” First, the work of 
the Jr. YBA to recognize Peace Day in Hawaii. Next, the play “Peace on your Wings” has 
brought about such a tremendous effect, from the multitude of youth who have participated 
in the play that is now celebrating their 11th anniversary of performances, to the many lives 
they have touched in the audience. Their play has been seen over half the globe. In 2027, we 
will be celebrating the 20th anniversary of Peace Day in Hawaii. Indeed, a mighty oak has 
grown and will continue to drop acorns that will lead to peace in the world. Namu Amida 
Butsu. 
 
 Aiea Hongwanji also started our Peace Day Service by reading the summary. Likewise, 
we also watched Pamela Young’s “Sadako’s Wish” from 2023 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TZ-bqkQAAis and a short video clip created by Kyushu Broadcasting Company 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nha1zLCJlrs  about the 2025 visit of Ohana Arts and 
their performing of “Peace on your Wings” in Fukuoka City this past August. Both videos 
capture the profound impact that our youth are making by touching the hearts and minds of 
thousands of people, both young and old, beyond the barriers of language and ethnicity, from 
New York City to LA and the Bay Area and to Hiroshima and Fukuoka not to mention our  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ-bqkQAAis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ-bqkQAAis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nha1zLCJlrs
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Own Hawaii Nei. Let us continue to support them and the endeavor for a more peaceful and 
harmonious world.   
 As part of our Peace Day Service, after watching the videos in the Main Sanctuary, which 
was decorated with the 108 paper cranes folded by the AHM BWA, we adjourned to the hall 
to view a poster display of Hiroshima and Nagasaki before, during and after the atomic 
bombings which were borrowed from Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, Headquarters. It 
was created by the Office of the Bishop and the Peace Day Committee for a special com-
memoration “In Remembrance and Reflection” Commemorating 80 Years Since  the End of 
World War II” which was held at the Hawaii Betsuin Buddhist Temple. For our Dharma Fun 
Activity, the children created Peace Day plates to take home to remind them and their fami-
lies about peace. The sound of children playing taiko also filled the social hall as children 
gathered to learn how to play taiko infused with lessons in interdependence and harmony.   
 If you didn’t join us this year at temple, you missed out on a wonderful morning filled 
with spirituality, fun, fellowship and good food! Please join us next year on Sunday, Septem-
ber 20th for Aiea Hongwanji’s Peace Day Service. Also, don’t forget to mark your calendars 
for next year’s “Ring your Bell for Peace Day” which will probably fall on Monday, Septem-
ber 21st. This year, according to Rene Mansho, chair of the HHMH Peace Day Committee, 
there were 1625 participants or people ringing bells for peace from Germany to Japan and so 
many other places in between including our own Aiea Hongwanji Preschool.  
 I conclude my message with the inspirational words of Shinran Shonin upon which all of 
this is based “May there be peace in the world and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!” 
Thank you and Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing 
Compassion.  
 
In Gassho, 
Rev. Eric Matsumoto 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
To Our Sangha:   

In this edition of the Jiko newsletter, you will find a common theme  running from one 
article to the next.    It’s about nurturing the Nembutsu daily as a labor of love.  As in 
the metaphor Bishop Umitani  uses, the farmer who plants the seeds today does not 
see the fruits of his labor instantly tomorrow, but with daily care and nurturing, the 

fruits of his labor will slowly come to bear.  Examples are in the minister’s message of how in 2006 
Peace Day in Hawaii was initiated, in 2013 the seeds of “Peace on your Wings” were planted, and in 
another article, how 40 years ago the seeds for the Ministers’ Spouses’ Association were sowed.   
Every day, more than ever before, opportunities are offered to you and those dear to you to partici-
pate in cultivating and nurturing the seeds that will someday blossom in your garden of life as well as 
others.   Whether you engage in the Dharma Fun activities, the  Office of Buddhist Education presen-
tations,  enter the 2026 poster contest, attend the  Minister’s Lay Assistants Retreat, watch the film 
screening of “Farewell to Manzanar”, hang out with the Jr. YBA, attend the PBA Lighting Our Way ban-
quet, or  any of the many  activities and events sponsored by HHMH and its temples, you will some-
day look back with gratitude for those unrepeatable “Ichigo, Ichie” experiences. 

 In gassho,   
 Boyd Marumoto 
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Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii - HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 
 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 ** Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI             

http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org
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 Headquarters Update continued  on page  6 
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DHARMA 
FUN 

PEACE SIGNS 
PROJECT 

DHARMA FUN 
TAIKO LESSONS 

PEACE CRANES ADORN THE TEMPLE 
HONDO FOR THE PEACE DAY SERVICE 

BELOW: DISPLAY OF HIROSHIMA & 
NAGASAKI BEFORE, DURING, AND 
AFTER THE ATOMIC BOMBING 
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 Headquarters Update continued from page  6: 

October is Hawaii Buddhist Youth (HBY) Month and the charity that we chose at our sum-
mer convention to support this year is Coral Reef Alliance. We will be making manju for our 
HBY month fundraiser so we truly appreciate all of you who placed orders. We are excited to 
make our yummy manju for you! Photos will be in the next newsletter.  
 

We will be making our way out west to Waianae Hongwanji’s final service on November 9 at 
10:00am so we encourage everyone to come out to show your gratitude for one of the oldest 
temples in our district. There is so much history at this temple and we are sure to hear some 
wonderful stories. This is a great opportunity to talk story between the generations and it will be a true nembutsu mo-
ment.  
 

After last year’s successful Toys for Tots drive, we have decided to do it again this year so please keep your eyes out 
for more information in the next newsletter! 
 
Upcoming Important Dates:  
 

Manju Making: Saturday, October 4, at Waipahu Hongwanji at 9:00am 
 

Next Meeting: Sunday, October 12, at Aiea Hongwanji at 1:00pm 
 

Federation Meeting: Saturday, October 18 time TBD but plan for an all day event (meeting and activity) 
 

Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter: https://bit.ly/convention2425 
 
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school graduation 
are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a temple so bring your friends!  
Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa (advisor) at  
arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you have questions or for more  

       information.  
 

 

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

https://bit.ly/convention2425
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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