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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
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Memorable Memorial Day Weekend with Sadako 
 

One of my favorite quotes from Shinran Shonin states: 
“Those who feel that their birth (into the Pure Land of 
Enlightenment) is completely settled should, mindful of 
the Buddha’s benevolence, hold the nembutsu in their 
hearts and say it to respond in gratitude to that benevo-
lence, with the wish, ‘May there be peace in the world 
and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!’”  

These words “May there be peace in the world” from one of Shinran 
Shonin’s letters beautifully reflected the spirit of a very special day at 
Pearl Harbor National Memorial Park. Distinguished individuals from 
both the United States and Japan gathered for “Sadako’s Peace Flame 
Ceremony, a ceremony dedicated to reconciliation and world peace.  
As many know, Sadako Legacy is an organization promoting the wish of 
young Sadako Sasaki led by Mr. Masahiro Sasaki, Sadako’s older brother, 
and Mr. Yuji Sasaki, her nephew. The organization hoped to establish an 
eternal peace flame monument in Hawaii using a flame originally created 
from an ember taken from the ruins of Hiroshima following the atomic 
bombing.  
The ember was brought to Fukuoka by Mr. Tatsuo Yamamoto from the 
remains of a relative’s destroyed home and business in Hiroshima. For 
many years, the flame symbolized the anger, hatred, and desire for re-
venge he carried in his heart. Eventually, however, Mr. Yamamoto real-
ized that holding on to such emotions would not bring about any positivi-
ty. He transformed the meaning of the flame so that it came to represent a 
sincere aspiration for world peace. In this way, the original flame was 
transformed into a Peace Flame.  
To preserve this symbol of peace, the flame was eventually donated to Ya-
me City, Fukuoka, where a monument was built. Inspired by this history, 
Mr. Yuji Sasaki envisioned bringing the flame to Hawaii. Although creat-
ing a permanent eternal flame monument here proved challenging and a 
new idea emerged: a ceremonial extinguishing of the flame. This ceremo-
ny honored the flame as a symbol of peace while also acknowledging its 
painful origins and the transformation it underwent.  The extinguishing 
ceremony held at Pearl Harbor encouraged all participants to reflect on 
transforming their own hearts and minds so that reconciliation and peace 
may begin within us and spread throughout the world.  
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP GIKO SONOKI, THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF THE JODO 
SHINSHU HONGWANJI-HA 

 
To the graduating class of 2026, Congratulations! 
On behalf of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha organization, I would like to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to you all, graduates of Pacific Buddhist Academy.  
I also express my deepest respect and gratitude to your families, teachers, and all those who 
have warmly supported you until today. 
The founding spirit of the Ryukoku Sogo Gakuen School Association to which PBA belongs to is 
Mahayana Buddhism, in particular, the Jodo Shinshu teaching established by the founder, 
Shinran Shonin. Shinran clarified that no one can live alone and that we are all enabled to live 
thanks to countless causes and conditions in the warm embrace of Amida Tathagata ’s great 
compassion. 
Here at PBA, in addition to classroom learning, through your encounters with friends and teach-
ers, you have learned to look within yourself and the importance of living together with others. 
Not only have your high school days been filled with joy and fun, but also with worries and strug-
gles, all through which have been important steps in your human growth.  
In modern society, convenience and efficiency are extremely valued, and consideration for oth-
ers is easily overlooked. However, it is precisely for this reason that the spirit of “living together” 
which you have nurtured here at PBA will provide you with the ability to live in the society to 
come. 
Although your high school days end today, your path of learning continues. Even when things do 
not go as planned or you run into difficulties and uncertainty, cherishing what you have learned 
from your friends, teachers, and the founding spirit of PBA, I hope will support you as you each 
walk your own paths. 
Finally, I would like to conclude my message wishing each of you a bright future filled with pre-
cious encounters and sincerely hope that you will continue to live cherishing all life, as you con-
tinue to appreciate the guidance you will receive from people around you. Congratulations!  
May 15, 2026           Governor General SONOKI Giko 

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha 
 

COMMENCEMENT CLOSING REFLECTION BY BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI 
 

May 17, 2026 
 
First of all, on behalf of the ministers and members of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, I 
would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Pacific Buddhist Academy Class of 2026.  
Today, we gather together as one community, one sangha, to celebrate an important milestone in 
the lives of our graduates. Commencement is both an ending and a beginning—a moment of reflec-
tion and realization upon the journey that has brought you here, while also looking ahead to the new 
paths and possibilities that await you.    
During your years at PBA, you have grown not only academically, but also personally and spiritually. 
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You have been nurtured in an environment rooted in the Buddhist values of Wisdom and Compas-
sion. Through your studies, friendships, challenges, and experiences, you have learned not only how 
to move forward, but also how to care for others, how to listen deeply, and how to live with empathy 
and respect.  
Today is a celebration of your hard work and achievements. But it is also a reminder that none of us 
reaches this moment alone. Behind every graduate stands the loving support of parents and family 
members, the guidance of teachers and mentors, the encouragement of friends, and the countless 
causes and conditions that have supported your journey in ways both visible and invisible.  
The Buddha’s teachings remind us that our lives are deeply interconnected. Wisdom allows us to 
recognize that we are not separate and independent beings, but part of a much larger web of rela-
tionships. Compassion encourages us to respond to this realization with gratitude, humility, and 
care for others.  
We live in a world filled with both great opportunities and great uncertainties. There are divisions, 
conflicts, and many challenges facing society today. Yet it is precisely in such times that the quali-
ties you have cultivated here at PBA become even more important. The world needs people who can 
think critically yet act compassionately; people who can embrace diversity with openness and re-
spect; people who seek not only personal success, but also the well-being of others.  
As you move forward into the next chapter of your lives, may you continue to carry the founding spirit 
of PBA wherever you go and whatever you do.  
As this commencement ceremony comes to a close, let us place our hands together in Gassho and 
express our deepest gratitude for the immeasurable Wisdom and Compassion that embraces and 
sustains us all. Let us recite the Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu, together.   
 
Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission                                (See photos on page 6) 

 
HAWAII KYODAN-SO FUNERAL SERVICE FOR MR. ROY MIYAMOTO 
It is with deep sadness that we must inform you of the passing of Mr. Roy Miyamoto. Mr. Miyamoto 
passed away and returned to the Pure Land on Sunday, March 29, 2026. Mr. Miyamoto served the 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as its President from 1992 to 1998, then as Immediate Past 
President from 1998 to 2008, followed by Advisor from 2008 to 2020, and finally as Honorary Advisor 
from 2020 to 2026.   
The Hawaii Kyodan-Sponsored Funeral Service, currently coordinated by the Office of the Bishop 
and the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, will be held at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin on 
Saturday, August 1, 2026, under the officiation of Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani. The visitation will begin 
at 10:00 am, followed by the Funeral Service at 11:00 am.   
 
The Office of the Bishop kindly requests that ministers and local temples consider using the Hawaii Kyodan Funer-
al Guidelines for Koden when determining your Koden for the family of the late Mr. Roy Miyamoto. You may send 
your Koden, payable to David Miyamoto, to the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin at 1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, 
HI 96813, if you wish to do so.  
on of Hawaii  
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JOB OPPORTUNITY AT THE HHMH  
The Headquarters/Office of the Bishop is looking for an Administrative Assistant. The position is at 
the HQ office is fulltime 40 hours per week Monday to Friday (on-site).  This position will provide 
administrative, financial, & event coordination to the HQ, Kyodan Board of Directors, & commit-
tees.  HHMH provides medical insurance, vacation/sick leave, 401k with matching.  Please con-
tact Derrick Inouye (Business Manager) at 808-522-9200 or at dinouye@honpahi.org.  
 
CALENDAR COMMITTEE – CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS   
The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii (HHMH) Calendar Committee invites members, Dharma 
friends, and affiliates to provide photos for the 2027 Hongwanji Calendar that show “NURTURING 
NEMBUTSU: LIVING ALOHA.” Please read the attached flyer for detailed instructions. The submission 
deadline is Monday, September 14, 2026. A flyer is available. 
 
DHARMA EDUCATORS’ RETREAT – MAY 2, 2026  
Thirty-three (33) Dharma Educators from across the state came together on Saturday, May 2 at the 
Buddhist Study Center to network and engage in discussions about the future of Dharma teaching 
practices. A basic Introduction to Jodo Shinshu Buddhism was presented by Reverend Blayne Higa. 
Reverend Eric Matsumoto presented the Jodo Shinshu perspective of the Golden Chain of Love. Exist-
ing Dharma education resources (Shin Buddhist Media Resources, Dharma-Centered Living 101 semi-
nars by Trinidad Hunt, Study Guide Presentations for Minister Assistants and Dharma Educators by 
Reverend Kevin Kuniyuki, and annual opportunities to attend the Buddhist Churches of America’s Fed-
eration of Dharma School Teachers League) were shared by Debbie Kubota. Joan Tamori (Wailuku 
Hongwanji) shared an Enlightenment (Escape Room) Game. Prudence Kusano (Windward Buddhist 
Temple) put together activity kits for everyone to make their own “Grateful Hands.” Stephen Chinen 
(Mililani Hongwanji) led everyone in an activity to eat Hershey’s kisses in a mindful manner.   
Dr. Miki Tomita-Okamoto, educational consultant and Wailuku Hongwanji BWA member, facilitated 
small group discussions on strategic planning. Discussions were held on Dharma Education vs. Dhar-
ma School, promoting educational programs for journey mapping tailored to specific individuals at our 
temples –school-age students, current members, inactive members (who attend memorial services), 
newcomers to Buddhism, etc. A closing circle culminated the day with everyone sharing their learn-
ings and takeaways from the session, based on their “Head, Heart or Feet.” A Dharma Educators’ 
Handbook was distributed to all participants. Here’s a link to the digital version. A follow-up post-
retreat survey will be sent out to participants to determine follow-up actions and next steps.  
 

mailto:dinouye@honpahi.org?subject=Job%20Opportunity%20at%20the%20HHMH
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D6if_IVXXhPulp1cbVLe0edON_KBH0tJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VZPEMGaAhW8KTaHKu_bu7Ylf8jLIuapBHqbHuxReCJw/edit?gid=531161957#gid=531161957
https://bschawaii.org/dharma-hub/dharma-centered-living-101/
https://bschawaii.org/dharma-hub/dharma-centered-living-101/
https://bschawaii.org/dharma-hub/dharma-centered-living-101/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mrXJf96oP4ZVQNzvcOgbMiylMV6IyeA5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1q-BZKpsniXSi1yGD-tusNkDJMg0GH4MN?usp=sharing
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Photo (right) of Extinguishing the Flame by (starting 
from far right) Mr. Hidetoshi Tojo, Mr. Clifton Truman 
Daniel, Superintendent Tom Leatherman, Mrs. Akie 
Abe and Mr. Masahiro Sasaki with the assistance of 
Mr. Sumiyuki Sasaki (older brother of Yuji Sasaki) 
kneeling. Photo Credit: Cheryl Sora.   
Another important part of the day was the signing of an 
Oath to “End the War in Our Hearts.” Participants in-
cluded Mrs. Akie Abe, wife of the late former Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe; Mr. Hidetoshi Tojo, great-
grandson of wartime Prime Minister General Hideki Tojo; and Mr. Masahiro Sasaki of Sadako Legacy 
from Japan. Representing the United States were Mr. Clifton Truman Daniel, grandson of President Harry 
S. Truman, and Pearl Harbor National Memorial Superintendent Tom Leatherman.   

Significantly, a second signing of the oath took place aboard the USS Missouri, 
where the Instrument of Surrender was signed, officially ending World War II. Photo 
(left) of Mr. Yuji Sasaki and Mrs. Akie Abe holding a signed Oath. Credit: Cheryl 
Sora  
That evening, a special reception of 50+ hosted 
by the Aiea Community Association,  coordinat-
ed by its president, Mrs. Claire Tamamoto, was 
held at Pearl at Kalauao to honor guests who had 
traveled from near and far for this historic occa-
sion. Guests enjoyed a delicious dinner prepared 

by the warm and attentive staff while overlooking Pearl Harbor.   Photo 
(right) of Members of the Aiea Community Association with Special 
Guests including the Sasaki Family. Photo courtesy of John Sakuma.   
The reception began with Opening Remarks (by Yours Truly) and an oli by Kāolinokaimana Yasuoka. 
Adding to the evening’s inspiration were moving musical performances by the youth of Ohana Arts, who 
sang “Ichigo Ichie” and “Peace on Your Wings,” the theme song from the youth musical of the same name. 
The production has continued to inspire many for over a decade after its 2014 premiere as a commemora-
tive project celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.  
The evening concluded with heartfelt remarks from Mr. Masahiro Sasaki, who emphasized Sadako’s spirit 
of “omoiyari” — thoughtfulness, kindness, and placing others before oneself. Attendees then joined to-
gether with Ms. Miwa Nakamura on ukulele in singing “Hawaii Aloha,” forming a circle around the ban-
quet room while holding hands. Among those present were former Governor David Ige and former First 
Lady Dawn Amano-Ige, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Taniguchi, and Ms. Carol Hayashino, former Executive Di-
rector of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, among many others. Special appreciation is extended to 
Mr. Wayne Miyao, Dr. Warren and Mrs. Claire Tamamoto, the Aiea Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Associ-
ation, Mrs. Sugiko Tomori, and Mrs. Tamayo Matsumoto for their generous assistance and support.  
Without question, May 24, 2026, will long be remembered by the 200+ people gathered that day at Pearl 
Harbor National Monument as a historic and meaningful step toward reconciliation and lasting world 
peace. A special acknowledgement of Pacific Historic Parks, CEO Ms. Aileen Utterdyke and Staff, for 
their support of the ceremony at Pearl Harbor. Visitors are encouraged to stop by the Pearl Harbor Visitor 
Center, where a new display now features Sadako’s paper crane, including two cranes folded by the Abes 
and donated to Pearl Harbor.  
A news video clips can be seen at https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/video/2026/05/25/sadako-peace-
ceremony/ 
 
Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion.  
 
Reverend Eric Matsumoto 
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THE 18th WORLD BUDDHIST WOMEN’S CONVENTION UPDATE 
 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Federation of Buddhist Women’s Associations will host the 
18th World Buddhist Women’s Convention at Hilton Hawaiian Village on September 11-12, 2027. 
The deadline for early registration ($325) is June 30, 2026. You can visit https://hawaiibwa.org/
world-convention-2027 to learn more about this event and register online! 
 
To commemorate this occasion, we produced a special Monto-
Shikisho and Wagesa.  
 
Our convention theme, “Live Peace, Live Aloha, Live as One in the Nem-
butsu,” is reflected here. The sky-blue color of the Monto-Shikisho 
evokes Hawaii’s clear skies. Its design features the red ohia Lehua blos-
som, a sacred native flower of Hawaii. A background pattern of origami 
cranes symbolizes peace. This imagery portrays the Ohia Lehua bloom-
ing beneath the Hawaiian sky, with cranes—universal symbols of 
peace—gracefully soaring above. 
 
The 18th World Buddhist Women’s Convention’s Commemorative Shiki-
sho costs $60.00, and Wagesa for the minister is $300.00. 
 
Per request from the Hawaii Federation of BWAs, the Shikisho and Wagesa are now available at 
the Headquarters Bookstore. These are fundraising items for the upcoming Convention, so we 
accept only check payments Payable to HHMH HFBWA. If you have any questions, please contact 
Yoshiko Umitani at hqbooks@honpahi.org or (808) 522-9202.  

https://hawaiibwa.org/world-convention-2027
https://hawaiibwa.org/world-convention-2027
mailto:hqbooks@honpahi.org
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CONGRATULATIONS YUMA! 
 

We cannot believe how fast time flies and it 
seems like only yesterday we were welcoming 
Yuma to Mililani Hongwanji and the United of 
Oahu. We are so grateful for Yuma’s dedica-
tion to this organization and we are happy to be 
able to celebrate 
his achievements. 
On Sunday, May 
17, we honored 
Yuma at the Mili-
lani Hongwanji 
Baccalaureate 

where he and another young man, Yuya Fukutomi, were 
recognized. On May 24, they received their diplomas at 
Mililani High School’s Graduation ceremony at Stan 
Sheriff Center at UH Manoa. Yuma’s Senior Celebra-
tion is yet to be decided but we will be sure to do some-
thing this summer before he goes off to attend college 
on the mainland.  
 
As you know, back in March, the Spring Fling was cancelled due to weather. It was rescheduled to Satur-
day, May 30, 9am-1pm. The Jr. YBA is doing a Fish Pond for children of all ages. So we hope to see you 
all there! 
 
Our Juniors and Advisors are  headed to the 69th Jr. YBA State Convention in Hilo, June 19-21, hosted 
by the United of Hawaii. We are looking forward to a fun weekend as we know how much work the Jun-
iors on the island of Hawaii have been doing to prepare for convention. Stay tuned for the recap in our 
next couple newsletters! 
 
Upcoming Important Dates:   
Next Meeting: Sunday, June 7, 1:00pm at Mililani Hongwanji 
Jr. YBA State Convention: Friday, June 19 – Sunday, June 21 
 

 Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter or CLICK HERE 
 
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school 
graduation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a tem-
ple so bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishika-
wa (advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you 
have questions or for more information.  

 
 

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba  à 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHHy94kSdI/94A0muarnamPnkbg435oYg/view?utm_content=DAHHy94kSdI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  MAY, 2026  JIKO                                

  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                              MAY,  2026 JIKO                                

  

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  MAY, 2026  JIKO                                

  

            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE           
To Our Sangha, 
The Obon season is rapidly approaching and plans are underway for the festivities.  Donations of 
drinks, rice, and cans of Spam are being accepted.  The best day for delivery is on Sundays between 
the hours of 8:00 am to noon. 

 Letters for the Hatsubon service  on Sunday, July 12th were mailed and emailed out 
and we await responses from the recipients.  If you wish to honor loved ones who 
passed away within the past year, please feel free to attend this service and let us 
know in advance the number of people that will be attending and staying for 
refreshments. 
If you haven’t done so already, please submit your request for memorial windcatchers 

using the form provided on page 9 of this newsletter.   
You might notice that the stairs to the Hondo (Main Sanctuary of the temple) have been repaired, and 
the parking lot has been repaved.  Thank you for your generous donations that provide the means to 
maintain our facilities.  
In Gassho,  
Boyd Marumoto 
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