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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 Minister’s Message continued  on page 2 

   FEBRUARY 2026         Volume72,     issue 02 

The Joy of the Dharma  
 

Have you ever thought about “How did Pure Land Bud-
dhism start?”  We have 3 main sutras in Jodo  Shinshu of 
which the Larger Sukhavativyuha Sutra is considered the 
main sutra. What were the circumstances surrounding 
the Historic Buddha Sakyamuni’s expounding or sharing 
of the Larger Sutra? One way to explain it would be to 

say it was the “Joy!” It was the “Joy of the Dharma.”   

As I read the sutras and many of our Pure Land writings, one theme that 
keeps appearing, besides wisdom and compassion, is “Joy and Happiness.” 
Thus, Joy and Happiness are a big part of our Pure land Teachings and ex-
perience.  

According to the Larger Sutra, 

“Thus, I have heard. At one time the Buddha (Sakyamuni) was staying on 
Vulture Peak in Rajagrha, together with a great multitude of twelve thou-
sand monks…There were also many Mahayana bodhisattvas accompany-
ing the Buddha…At that time…the World Honored One (Sakyamuni Bud-
dha) was filled with gladness and serenity…His complexion was pure. His 
radiant countenance was majestic. The Venerable Ananda, having per-
ceived the Buddha’s holy intention, rose from his seat, bared his right 
shoulder, knelt down, put his palms together, and said to (Sakyamuni) Bud-
dha, ‘Today, World Honored One, your senses…are filled with gladness 
and serenity. Your complexion is pure. Your radiant countenance is majes-
tic, like a luminous mirror in which clear reflections pass unobstructed. 
Your loft features are resplendent, surpassing all words or measure. Never 
before have I beheld your countenance as sublime as it is now. Why does 
your commanding radiance, (today) shine forth with such brilliance?’  

Well spoken Ananda! Your question is excellent…This question you now 
ask will bring immense benefit; it will enlighten the minds of all gods and 
human beings…Know, Ananda, that the perfect enlightenment of the 
Tathagata is immeasurable in its wisdom and vast in its guidance of beings 
to awakening…This is because the Tathagata has attained unlimited and 
boundless samadhi and wisdom…Ananda, listen well. I will now explain 
the Dharma to you.  

Ananda noticed something different about Sakyamuni Buddha and asked  
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Minister’s message continued from page 1 

why. In response Sakyamuni Buddha, the Tathagata said to listen carefully to what he is about to share with 
the words “…listen well. I will now explain the Dharma to you” and so begins the Larger Sukhavativyuha 
Sutra with its beautiful descriptions of the Pure Land of Peace and Happiness established by Amida Buddha, 
the explanations of the 48 Vows of Bodhisattva Dharmakara/Amida Buddha and how Amida Buddha be-
came Amida Buddha, and very importantly, how we will be able to be born in Amida Buddha’s Pure land 
where we can attain perfect enlightenment too.  

In the words of Sakyamuni Buddha, “I have appeared  in this world and expounded the teaching of the Way, 
seeking to save the multitude of living beings by bestowing upon them the benefit that is true and re-
al” (which is the Nembutsu Teaching).  

To me, it is with similar reasons that earlier in his life Sakyamuni Buddha did not stay seated at the foot of 
the Bodhi Tree to savor the Wisdom and Joy of Enlightenment, the Dharma for only himself and after 49 
days he stood up to start looking for the 5 people that he had previously studied with to share with them 
Dharma he had now discovered and the peace, joy, happiness, serenity and calm that he was experiencing.  

Let me explain. When you are happy it shows. You don’t will yourself to show your happiness as in “I will 
show my happiness to others.” No, no, happiness doesn’t work that way. It naturally shows on your face. So, 
I think, here at temple, we should smile and show our happiness and joy a little bit more. Sometimes I won-
der about this so-called Asian Stoicism or poker face. Sometimes, we do it too much is my thought. I person-
ally think we need to show more of those qualities of “gentle face, kind eyes, warm speech” and such. Simp-
ly put, “Smile!”  

In Buddhism, it is explained that there are 3 kinds of joy.  There is 1) external joy; this is joy produced by 
the five senses of our body that is smell, touch, sight, hearing and taste; then there is 2) internal joy; this is 
joy produced by our consciousness in the first, second, and third stages of meditation; and finally there is 3) 
the joy of dharma music known as hōrakugaku in Japanese; this is joy produced by wisdom. The joy pro-
duced by wisdom arises from love of the Buddha’s virtue.” 

To conclude, in part, I would like to share the thoughts and experiences of Satomi Jun’ei. He says  

“Whenever I read…”Illuminated by the Buddha’s light, I can fathom the depth of the darkness of my 

heart,” I think about all the people who have fallen into despair and have felt that everything is their 

lives was hopeless. Then I reflect on the many persons who, because of the Buddha’s light, came to 

know that they could leave behind their despair, pick themselves us, and continue on with life. They felt 

true joy of the Nembutsu from the bottom of their hearts and could not help but want to share that joy 

with others. Thanks to those persons who could never forget the joy of being bathed in the Buddha’s 

light,  I have been able to receive the Nembutsu teaching. Further, is it not due to them that there is the 

Hongwanji?”  

Yes, it seems beginning with Sakyamuni Buddha to Shinran Shonin and many more others, down to this 
day, it was because of an unending joy, the Joy of the Dharma, that these Pure Land Teachings of the Nem-
butsu have come down to us. As Sakyamuni Buddha said, “Happiness never decreases by being shared.” 
Let us, as Jodo Shin Buddhists share the Joy of the Nembutsu with others!  

Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion. 
 
Reverend Eric Matsumoto 
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PROPAGATION PROGRAM GRANT  

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii “Propagation Program Grant Committee” would like to an-
nounce to all of you that “Propagation Program Grant” is available to all of you for “New and won-
derful ideas for propagating Nembutsu teachings into our community.” Would you like to share 
your wonderful and creative Dharma projects with all of our community?  If so, take action right 
away! We all are looking forward to seeing your innovative ideas! 

The committee reviews all grant applications which meet the following criteria: 
1. Priority will be given to innovative, creative ideas or activities focusing on Buddhist Education 
and the propagation of the Dharma. 
2. Each project may be funded only once within 5 years. 
3. The maximum amount of the grant should not exceed $10,000.00 
4. The project should have statewide implications/potential. 

For more information regarding this program or to apply, please check with your resident minister 
or HQ. 
COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS  
Emergency Donations 
The Committee on Social Concerns made emergency donations from our Social Welfare Fund to 
help address food insecurity in our community. The recent federal government shutdown and the 
disruption of SNAP benefits have negatively impacted many local families in need. 

$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank 
$2,000 Maui Food Bank 
$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank Kauai 
$2,000 Kauai Independent Food Bank 
$2,000 The Food Basket, Hawaii Island’s Food Bank 

Please consider your own contribution to these or other worthy organizations that make a differ-
ence in our community. Nonprofits are a vital part of our social safety net, helping to keep our com-
munity strong during these challenging times. Mahalo for your ongoing support of our mission to 
share the living Dharma through compassionate action. 

Dana Matching Grant 

To encourage the practice of Dana and to amplify the power of giving, the Committee on Social 
Concerns has established the “Dana Matching Grant” program to enable temples and organiza-
tions affiliated with the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii the ability to double the impact of their charitable 
giving in the community. 

We encourage all temples and affiliated organizations to share our Buddhist values by actively supporting non-
profit organizations and programs serving your community. 

The Dana Matching Grant will match your temple or affiliated organization’s donation amount—dollar-for-dollar 
up to $1,500 per grant—to double the impact your practice of Dana in the greater community. Grant information 
can be found on the HHMH Share Drive and our committee page on the HHMH website.  

https://hongwanjihawaii.com/organizations-and-programs/committee-on-social-concerns/
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 President’ s Message—continued on page 5 

            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE           
To Our Sangha:, 
I have  included  on pages 9 and 10 of this newsletter my report  for the AHM Annual 
General Membership  Meeting on February 28, 2026, which precedes our New Year’s 
Party.  Please note that registration for the meeting  and check-in for the party begins at 
4:30PM.  Also, a few changes were made as clarifications to the  RSVP form on page 7.  

Your reply by February 13th  will greatly help us in determining the total attendance to expect in our 
preparations for this event. 
As a member of Aiea Hongwanji Mission, you are also a member of our parent organization the  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii which is having its annual membership meeting  at 11:15am on  
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 President’s Message continued from page 4 

February 20th.  This meeting will be held at the Hawaii Betsuin social hall and via Zoom, and is be-
tween sessions of the 114th HHMH Legislative Assembly (Giseikai).  The agenda is at the bottom of 
page 8 of this newsletter. 
Mililani Hongwanji is hosting this year’s Sangha Day event which is sponsored by the Oahu Hongwanji 
Council.  Refer to the flyer below for the details. 
Please join us at these events and  at our regular Sunday services as we continue to nurture the Nem-
butsu by sharing our gratitude. 
 
Namo Amida Butsu.   
Boyd Marumoto 
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   Annual Membership Meeting and New Year’s Party (shin’nenkai)  

Saturday, February 28, 2026 at 5:00pm  in the Aiea Hongwanji Mission’s Community Hall 

Please RSVP by sending in this form if you plan to attend. 

Attendees ages 13 and greater:   _____  x    $10/each  =     $__________   

Children ages 7  through 12:       _____  x    $5/each   =      $__________   

(No charge for children under age 7- indicate Quantity: ____ each, and  

Keirokai Honorees & Members greater than age 79 - Quantity: ____ each) 

                TOTAL ENCLOSED:   $____________ 
 
Name (s) of NEW Keirokai Honoree age 80 and above: _____________________________ 
 

Names of Attendees:_______________________________________________________ 
      ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Drop off or Mail this form by 02/13/2026 to: Aiea Hongwanji Mission,  

             Attention: Claire Tamamoto 
             99-186 Puakala Street 
             Aiea HI, 96701        Or email to:  AieaJiko@gmail.com 

================================================================================= 

PROGRAM ABSTRACT: 

4:30PM Check-in and Hospitality 

5:00PM Annual General Membership Meeting followed by presentations to Honorees 

6:00PM Dinner, Performances, and Games 

9:00PM Clean-up 

Agenda for the Aiea Hongwanji 2026 Annual Membership Meeting 

February 28, 2026, at 5:00 PM in AHM Community Hall 

1) Call to Order: President - Boyd Marumoto 
2) Aspiration: Rev. Eric Matsumoto 
3) Proxy, Attendance, & Quorum: (30 minimum): Secretary - Audrey Marumoto 
4) Secretary’s minutes for 2025 annual meeting & motion to accept minutes: Secretary Audrey Marumoto 
5) Treasurer’s Annual report: Assistant Treasurer - Russell Nonaka 
6) Audit Report: Auditor—Mark Funasaki 
7) President’s Report on major projects completed & events held in 2025 (printed in the February Jiko Newsletter). 
8) Announcements 
9) Next Board meeting: Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 7:00 pm via Zoom 
10) Next Annual meeting: To Be Announced later. 
11) Adjournment 

Donations of desserts, door prizes such as gift cards, and unwanted 
Christmas gifts for the New Year’s Party can  be  dropped off at the 
Social Hall on Sunday mornings 8:00 am to noon.  Thank you ! 
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We are so excited to get this year started with events on our 
calendar. The United held our first meeting of 2026 at Pearl 
Ridge CPK and planned the next few months over spinach 
artichoke dip & chips and pizza. Two of our Mililani Alumni, 
Jenna and Ty, joined us for lunch. It was so nice to talk story 
with them while they sat in our meeting. 
 

Upcoming Important Dates:  
 
Next Meeting: Sunday, February 1, 1:00pm at Mililani Hongwanji  
 
United Outing to Punahou Carnival to support Taylor: Saturday, February 7 at 2:00pm. We plan to 
invite the United of Honolulu as well! 
 
Rescheduled Beach Day!  Sunday, March 8, at 1:00pm up at North Shore. Beach TBD. 
 We are still planning details such as carpooling and lunch. We will hold a short meeting and then have 
a beach social.    
 
If you are interested in joining us to go to the Punahou Carnival or the beach, please do not hesitate to con-
tact one of our Jr. YBA members or advisors for more information. Former Jr. YBA members are also wel-
come to come!  
 
ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR! SAVE THE DATE!   
 
Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers (YESS) Camp: Friday, April 3-5, 2026 in Kona. Theme: Star 
Wars 
 Early Registration by February 1: $60 
 Regular Registration by March 10: $90 
 Final Registration by March 30: $120 
For more information and to register visit the website: YessCamp.com 

 
Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter or CLICK HERE 
 
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school 
graduation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a tem-
ple so bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishika-
wa (advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you 
have questions or for more information.  
 

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
2. Secretary’s Minutes 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. President’s Report 
5. Unfinished Business 
6. New Business 
 a. Election of Officers  

file:///C:/Users/aishi/Documents/Jr.%20YBA/Newsletter/Yesscamp.com
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG2Hxgrobg/1zVz-G-wzHX9o2iSO7yDlQ/view?utm_content=DAG2Hxgrobg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=haeb75c9427
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR THE AIEA HONGWANJI MISSION ANNUAL  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON FEBRUARY 28, 2026 

 

MAJOR PROJECTS AND EVENTS IN 2025:   
 

The following is a list of the major projects and undertakings that the AHM Board of Directors 
worked on in 2025. 

Insurance company John Mullen & Co. reimbursed AHM for payment to repair damages to a 
parked car from weed-wacking operations. 

The new edition of Gatha Books with the dark blue covers arrived and replaced the older red-
dish-brown ones in the temple hondo pews. 

Joshua Haramura completed the installation of a screen door at the Hall kitchen back door 
and at the Minister’s office, as well as window screens for the Minister’s office. 

PV-lit Lotus artificial flowers were purchased to decorate the temple’s front lawn on special 
occasions. 

The 2025 Giseikai legislative assembly was held on February 7 and 8
th
. 

The AHM Preschool enrollment was up to 99 students. 

A Superbowl watch party was held in the Lotus Room on short notice. 

Pickleball sessions in the community hall were initiated and continue to be held on the last 
Friday of each month unless preempted by another event. 

AHM supported the YESS Camp with a donation of $250. 

Chad Okawa and Kana Suzuki were selected as exchange students for the Federation of 
BWAs coordinate with the Japan Student Exchange Program. 

AHM donated $250 for a full-page advertisement in the convention booklet to support the 68
th
 

Jr. YBA State Convention. 

AHM ordered 50 each  “Nembutsu Moments” books which were made available for purchase 
at $7 apiece. 

The AHM BWA held its spring Craft Fair and White Elephant Sale which was a huge success. 

The AHM BWA appropriated funds to the Buddhist Churches of America’s fire fund in support 
of two families of AHM’s preschool students.  

The AHM BWA also appropriated funds to provide new curtains and associated hardware for 
the stage’s proscenium in the community hall. 

AHM Board approved to include $500 in its annual operating budget to support AHM Project 
Dana events. 

AHM hosted the Oahu District Seminar #1 on June 8, 2025. 

AHM added the requirement for hall renters to provide Event Insurance coverage of $1 mil-
lion as a condition to rent the community hall. 

The AHM Board of Directors approved to add Flood Insurance coverage for the preschool 
and the community hall buildings. 

AHM contributed to the 2025 Hawaii Food Bank Drive and turned over collections to the Food 
Bank via the Lions Club. 

AHM held its annual E-Waste (and other specific waste) collection/recycling event on June 
28, 2025. 

 
 President’s Annual Report continued on page 10 
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 President’s Annual Report — continued  from page  9 

The Oahu District Lay Association was disbanded because under the new reorganization, the 
state lay association is now an association of temples as opposed to districts of temples.  
If there is a need to meet as a district in preparation for a council meeting, the temple lay 
members will meet informally without the requirement of formal minutes being recorded. 
The remaining balance in the Oahu District Lay Association account will remain there until 
such time that it is deemed no longer necessary. 

The WiFi router was replaced by Spectrum and has a new name and password. 

A WiFi access point was installed in the community hall by AHM volunteers. 

AHM Board of Directors approved $2,500 to support the Pacific Buddhist Academy by pur-
chasing a table for 10 at the PBA Lighting Our Way Banquet fundraiser.   

AHM Board of Directors approved to donate $500 to support Jikoen Hongwanji’s new altar 
project. 

The AHM BWA hosted the Oahu United BWA Annual Membership Conference. 

On October 12, 2025, AHM hosted Secular Buddhism Podcaster, Noah Racheta, and live-
streamed the event. 

The AHM Board of Directors approved the use of the Dharma School checking account to pay 
for oreis on an emergency basis only in which cases the funds would be replenished from 
the AHM Kyodan account.  The Dharma School checking account will be included in the 
monthly BOD meetings reports. 

The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii’s Board of Directors, at the recommendation of the 
Personnel committee, approved to have ministers take 2 days off per workweek, so Rev. 
Eric Matsumoto elected to take his 2nd day off on Thursdays in addition to the Mondays 
he currently has as a day off. 

The AHM Board of Directors approved to have AHM serve as an American Red Cross emer-
gency facility provided that AHM can find at least 6 people to act as facilities coordinator.  
AHM has the right to decline use of its facilities on a case-by-case basis. 

 The AHM Senior YBA was dissolved and its checking account was closed with the balance 
turned over to the AHM Kyodan with stipulations on disbursements to its affiliates. 

The Hawaii State Lay Association leadership training committee collaborated with (HANO) 
Hawaii Alliance of Nonprofit Organization who provided a Zoom training session on non-
profit board governance best practices on Nov 1, 2025.  A recording of this webinar was 
made available for those who could not attend. 

AHM Board of Directors approved the recommendation to reduce the number of donation en-
velopes included with the Jiko Newsletter because very few are returned.  Envelopes will 
be made available in pamphlet slots around the facility, in the temple hondo (main sanctu-
ary), and upon request. 

The community hall’s stage flooring was replaced by Abbey Carpet & Flooring. 

The cracks in the columns in the atrium area outside of the hall office were repaired by Con-
struction R Us. 

AHM BWA made and donated 40 placemats to the Lotus Adult Day Care Center. 

Jnd Services, Inc. was hired to patch, prep, and repaint the front fascia of the temple build-
ing’s exterior.  The paint and color selected was Sherwin Williams Emerald brand Exterior 
Acrylic Latex SW#2838, polished mahogany in satin sheen finish. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 

Boyd Marumoto 
Boyd Marumoto, President, Aiea Hongwanji Mission 
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