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FOR ASSISTANCE OF 
THE MINISTER 

Please call: 
 Reverend 

Eric Matsumoto 
 808-487-2626 (AHM  

office)  
If he is not  

available, leave a  
message on the  

answering  
machine.   

*** 
For religious  
Emergencies 

(Makuragyo or bedside  
services), please call 

Rev. Matsumoto on his 
mobile phone:  
808-488-5685 

*** 
Aiea Hongwanji  

Mission,  
99-186 Puakala St,  
Aiea, Hawaii  96701 

Phone: 808-487-2626 
Email:  

aieajiko@gmail.com 
Website: 

aieabuddhisttemple.org 
 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
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Respecting and Caring for our Planet is very Buddhistic! 
 

In March, we observed Ohigan with an emphasis on 
harmony citing the balance that we find in Nature. In 
areas that have the 4 seasons, traditionally during the 
equinoxes, the weather is not too hot, not too cold, just 
right with day and night being of equal length too. The 
thought is wouldn’t it be nice for we, people, to have 
balance in our life too. In April, there is Earth Day 
(April 22) with its emphasis on raising awareness about 
pollution, climate change, and sustainability, and pro-

tecting natural resources. Common activities include planting trees, clean-
ing up litter, volunteering, and reducing, reusing and recycling. In May, 
we have Lei Day in Hawaii. We feel a special closeness to Nature when 
we see many beautiful lei on May 1st. A special thoughtfulness, I think, of 
traditional lei-making is that all the items used are easily biodegradable. 
Well, in June, on June 27 from 9AM-11AM, Aiea Hongwanji will be the 
site of Going Green E-waste Collection coordinated by Rene Mansho 
with the help of Lions Club members and the Sangha members of AHM. 
Please mark your calendars and plan to drop off your unwanted e-waste 
on that day. See you on June 27th! The 3 R’s have a deep connection with 
Buddhism. Buddhism probably has the oldest recycling story in the world. 
I have mentioned it before so I will not reiterate it here today, but just to 
summarize I will quote the BDK publication The Teaching of the Buddha 
which shares “Every article entrusted to us must be used with good care in 
some useful way, because it is not “ours” but is only entrusted to us tem-
porarily.”  
 
My thought is that a deep religion or spiritual tradition would encourage 

or promote caring for the environment or respecting Nature. Generally 

speaking, in our modern era especially in the West, there has been a grow-

ing disconnect between Nature and human beings the exception being 

some Indigenous Peoples and Cultures which always has had a strong 

connection with Natural World. Back in January, I visited the Vancouver 

Buddhist Temple.   After Service, I had some free time, so I visited the 

Museum of Anthropology at the University of British Columbia (MOA).  
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Minister’s message continued from page 1 

As I browsed the impressive displays, I came across a remarkable story. It was from a First People’s Na-
tion (Indian Tribe). The display explained “Our people used to live in longhouses. Each longhouse had 
its own house post. This one here is originally the house post of my great-grandfather 
ćsǝmlenǝx.” The explanation continued “This house post illustrated the power and ability 
of ćsǝmlenǝx . A great hunter, he holds a rattle in one hand and a knife in the other. He 
calls to the bear, using words only he knows, showing deep respect and knowledge of the 
bear. The bear responds, appearing from the cave and allowing himself to be killed.”  
 
A Jodo Shin Buddhist, the young Misuzu Kaneko wrote the following poem entitled the 
Big Catch. “At sunrise, glorious sunrise it’s a big catch! A big catch of sardines! On the 
beach, it’s like a festival but in the sea, they will hold funerals for the tens of thousands 
dead.” 
Nature, the natural environment is not for humans to conquer, squander and control. We 
live in harmony or we co-exist with it or even I am able to live because of other life. To 
me, the Buddhist Tradition, also nurtures within us and encourages us to express respect 
and humility to the Natural Environment as expressed in our Words of Thanksgiving Be-
fore Meals. Our “Word of Thanksgiving Before Meals” reads “We are truly grateful for 
this wonderful food, a gift of life. May we share its benefits with all beings. As we partake 
of this food, let us remember Amida Buddha’s compassion, which surrounds all people and all forms of 
life. Namo Amida Butsu.   Itadakimasu”. Please reflect on the wording carefully to understand its deep 
meaning and significance.  
 
Again, Nature is not something for us to use for selfish benefit and gain, but should be respected and ap-
preciated especially in light of the fact that “Amida Buddha’s Compassion…surrounds all people and all 
forms of life.”  
 
Thank you and Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom & All-Embracing Compassion.  
 
Reverend Eric Matsumoto 

            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE           
To Our Sangha, 
The 15th Buddhist Women Association State Membership Conference held at the Ala 
Moana Hotel in March was an amazing event that was well planned, organized, and 
executed.  Thank you BWA and their many supporters and volunteers who made this 
exciting event possible.  You are truly Brave, Willing, and Awesome. 
AHM celebrated Lady Eshinni and Lady Kakushinni at our April 26th Sunday Service 

(see page 6 for photos.)  Thank you to the AHM BWA for helping with the decorations and slide show 
presentation, and to Taylor and Amane for sharing their experiences at the recent YESS Camp at 
Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.   
Reverend Eric Matsumoto’s Message on pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter mentions AHM’s June 27th 
E-Waste collection event.  There is also an E-waste collection event on April 11th from 8am to noon 
at 1935 Hau Street promoted by the  by the Hawaii Electricians Retirees (see page 8 for more 
details.)   
For those interested in obtaining a scholarship grant sponsored as a legacy of the Kahuku 
Hongwanji Mission, please see the details available at honpahi.link/kahuku2k. The application 
deadline is July 31, 2026. You can also contact the HHMH Headquarters at (808) 522-9200 or 
email hqs@honpahi.org.   
 
In Gassho,  
Boyd Marumoto 

https://honpahi.link/kahuku2k
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued  on page  4 

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 
 
Currently, 20 ministers serve the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as its ac-
tive Kaikyoshi Ministers. Kaikyoshi are ministers who have completed the two 
levels of ordination, Tokudo and Kyoshi, and have officially received Kaikyoshi 
status from the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha (Honzan) as Overseas District minis-
ters. These Kaikyoshi are assigned to various temples or positions within the 
HHMH and faithfully and compassionately share the teachings of the Other-
Power Nembutsu with their temple members and the community. Kaikyoshi 
serve as Dharma seekers, educators, officiants, and administrators, provide pas-
toral care, and engage in community involvement and outreach. They have a 
wide range of roles and responsibilities and endeavor to build a more compas-
sionate sangha and harmonious society rooted in the Nembutsu teaching.    
The uniqueness of the Hongwanji tradition is that both ministers and lay members play a vital role in 
spreading the Nembutsu teachings. Yes, it is the Kaikyoshi Ministers’ responsibility to convey the 
messages and teachings of Shinran Shonin, but lay members also become part of the ministry by 
sharing the spiritual joy and gratitude they have cultivated over years of listening. And it is only 
through the people that the teaching would spread. With that understanding, and to assist the 
Kaikyoshi Ministers, the HHMH developed the Lay Assistant program several years ago. Currently, 
there are three categories under Minister’s Lay Assistants: 1) Minister’s Lay Assistant, 2) Certified 
Minister’s Lay Assistant, and 3) Tokudo Minister’s Assistant.  
A Minister’s Lay Assistant is someone who, under the guidance of the Resident Minister, begins 
learning and helping at the temple—supporting services, assisting behind the scenes, and gradually 
deepening their understanding of the teachings.  
After some years of training, they may become a Certified Minister’s Lay Assistant. At this stage, 
they take on a more active role. They may help lead Sunday services or facilitate Dharma discus-
sions, while continuing to learn and grow under the minister’s supervision. Currently, there are 22 
Certified MLAs officially recognized by the Bishop.   
Some may then take a further step by receiving Tokudo ordination, becoming a Tokudo Minister’s 
Assistant. Since this category was recently established by the State Minister’s Association, I have 
designated six individuals as Tokudo Minister’s Assistants (including one as a Kyoshi Minister’s As-
sistant). This designation was made in recognition of their dedication to the Dharma and with the 
expectation that they will mature as ordained individuals and assist the Kaikyoshi Ministers in shar-
ing the Nembutsu teaching within the HHMH community.   
On our journey along the Nembutsu path, we are continually reminded that none of us walks alone. 
Each of us is supported, embraced, and guided by countless causes and conditions. Among these, 
the presence of those who step forward to serve—our Kaikyoshi Ministers and Minister’s Lay Assis-
tants—is a precious gift to our organization.    
I would like to take a moment to express my deep appreciation for their dedication. Each of them, in 
their own way, has responded to the call of the Dharma—offering their time, their sincerity, and  
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 3 
their willingness to serve others. This is not something we can take for granted. It is a manifestation 
of the working of Amida Buddha’s Great Compassion in our midst.  
May we continue to walk together as fellow travelers on the Nembutsu path—supporting one anoth-
er, learning from one another, and sharing the light of the Dharma with all whom we encounter. In 
this way, may our Sangha continue to grow as a place of harmony, gratitude, and compassion for all.  
Namo Amida Butsu,   
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani , Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  
 
INGO 
 
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani conferred the following posthumous titles (Ingo) on those who recently 
passed away and made exceptional contributions to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and its 
efforts to share the Nembutsu teaching. 
Mr. Wesley Hong Ching Wong Jr. (Wailuku Hongwanji Mission)  
SHO-DO-IN 昇道院  

Meaning: The one who took the path towards the enlightenment of great nirvana  
Mr. Shojiro Uehana (Kohala Hongwanji Mission)  
SHO-FU-IN 清風院 
Meaning: The one through whom pure breezes softly flow  
Namo Amida Butsu 
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 HHMH Headquarters Update continued from page 4 

BUDDHIST STUDY CENTER SPRING FESTIVAL  
 
The second BSC Spring Festival on April 18, 2026, brought together diverse parts of the Hongwanji 
Hawaii sangha with community organizations to present a fun and informative community event. 
The emphasis was “Appreciating Our Ohana.”  
Pictured in this sampling of photos are 
(clockwise from top-left):  
• Jikoen Hongwanji’s andagi-making station 
• PBA’s performance taiko group, Hyaku Sen 

Ki Kai, providing an energizing kickoff 
• Shakuhachi players performing in the BSC 

lecture hall 
• Body and Brain Yoga workshop with Roy 

Arakaki, Body & Brain Fitness Center 
• No-tech, old-time games station for juggl-

ing, table-top “quarters” basketball, and 
more 

• Some leaves on the Gratitude Tree 
• The HQ Bookstore area had items for sale 

as well as free books 
• Oubaitori (Japanese and Okinawan folk-

songs) shared by a group connected to Pa-
cific Buddhist Academy 

• Ryukoku University students taught origa-
mi 

 
More photos are available on the HHMH Face-
book page ( @honpahongwanjihawaii ). 

HHMH HAWAII FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS  
15th BWA STATE MEMBERSHIP CONFERENCE  
Held at Ala Moana Hotel on March 28-29, 2026   (6MB, high-res photo available) 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set?set=a.965572182501978&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?set=a.965572182501978&type=3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mTLdg-avsSMexSe50DoKQSJEZh7V6OEX/view?usp=drive_link
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Amane & Taylor 
on YESS Camp  
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AMANE TOMORI SHARED HER YESS CAMP EXPERIENCE AT THE AHM 4/26/2026 SERVICE 
 
Good Morning everyone.  Thank you for letting me share about my experience, and thank you to the BWA 
and temple members for sending me to YESS camp. Going into the camp, I was really excited to attend. This 
was my second time, and I was looking forward to seeing friends I met at the last camp and reconnecting with 
them. At the same time, I was also excited to meet new people and build new friendships. With that, I learned 
lessons about interdependence and compassion, and how these values show up in my life.  
An activity that stood out to me during the camp was when we used a ball of yarn. We stood in a circle and 
passed the yarn around, wrapping it around ourselves until it formed a web connecting all of us. I admit that 
at first, I thought it looked really messy. With that, we were told that we had to walk with it, making sure the 
line didn’t slack.  
If one person didn’t hold their part, the yarn would loosen, and the whole structure would weaken. It made 
me realize that even though we are all connected, each of us has a role, and what we do affects everyone else. 
That’s what interdependence really means—not just being connected, but relying on each other.  
At the same time, it wasn’t just about doing your own part perfectly. We had to pay attention to each other, 
move at the same pace, and adjust when someone struggled. A part that really stood out to me is that no one 
pointed fingers. If someone noticed, we all adjusted and moved on.   
Another part of camp that I enjoyed was the people I met. This was my second time attending, so it was really 
special to see familiar faces like Keiko, Alyssa, and Amanda from the last camp. Reconnecting with friends I 
met before made me realize how those relationships didn’t just end when the camp was over—they contin-
ued, even after we all went back to our different islands and daily lives. At the same time, I also stepped out-
side of my comfort zone and talked to campers I normally wouldn’t interact with. Some were from other is-
lands, and some weren’t even part of Jr. YBA. At first, it felt a little uncomfortable, but those conversations 
turned out to be some of the most meaningful parts of the camp.  
I also got to connect more deeply with people I already knew, and I learned a lot from older students, espe-
cially college students like Stephen, Chihiro, and Jamiee. They shared advice on career paths, majors, and 
current job opportunities. What stood out to me was how willing they were to share their experiences. I real-
ized how beneficial it is to seek mentorship from older students. Their personal stories provide invaluable 
guidance as I navigate my own educational path. I hope I can share my experience to someone else, whether 
it be for the temple and YESS camp or the broader community  
During the Dharma talk, I learned more about interconnectedness and what it means to be part of a communi-
ty. One idea that stayed with me is that being part of a community means being responsible for your part—
but also trusting others to do theirs. It’s not just about doing everything yourself. It’s about working together 
toward a shared goal.  
Sometimes, I think we feel like we have to handle everything on our own. But this camp reminded me that we 
don’t. Interdependence means we can rely on others, and compassion means we support each other along the 
way.  
One way I can apply this in my daily life is through leadership in clubs. Next year, I will be taking on a lead-
ership role in my school's marching band, and I thought the lessons from this year's YESS camp tie in really 
well. We really cannot make a show without relying on each other. We have all the section leaders who have 
to hold the students accountable, as well as hold themselves accountable. We have the band directors and the 
boosters who handle all the coordination for finances and transportation. We all rely on each other to keep a 
community functioning. This is my first year in a role with such a large community. I am nervous, but this 
camp helped me have a better idea of how to work and support other people.  
Overall, this camp helped me see that interdependence and compassion aren’t just ideas we talk about—they 
are things we put into practice. Whether it’s holding a piece of yarn, having a conversation with someone 
new, or listening to someone’s advice, these small moments show how we are all connected.  
As I go back to my daily life, I want to remember these lessons. I want to be more aware of how my actions 
affect others and make an effort to show compassion—not just to my acquaintances, but to everyone I meet.  
I would like to thank the BWA and the temple members for sending me these last two years. I hope I can con-
tinue to go and keep bringing back all the lessons I have learned to the temple.  
 
Thank you. 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  MAY, 2026  JIKO                                

  

Project Dana continued on page 10 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                              MAY,  2026 JIKO                                

  

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  MAY, 2026  JIKO                                

  

A couple of our members went to Y.E.S.S. Camp in Hilo at the beginning of April. This 
year’s theme was “Episode 42: The Dharma Awakens” so as you can imagine there was 
a Star Wars theme. From what was reported, the members who attended had a great time 
and there were several first timers who were able to go.   
Our President, Yuma Kamuro, will be graduating from Mililani High School on Sunday, 
May 24. The ceremony starts at 4:00pm and lei giving will be following the ceremony, estimated to end 
around 6pm. If you would like to join Aunty Arynn and Aunty Gay to congratulate Yuma, please let us 
know so that we can arrange a meeting time and/or carpool! We are very excited for Yuma as he concludes 
his Senior Year and we are so appreciative to all that he has done as our United President.   
Register Now!  69th Jr. YBA State Convention in Hilo Friday, June 19-21.  
Register via link below: 
https://www.hilobetsuin.org/home/affiliates-temple-organizations/jr-yba/2026-jr-yba-
convention#h.fsscvbfbeydi 
The United will be making payment up front for anyone who is going. The cost for convention this 
year is $275.00. Please attend our next meeting to discuss any subsidy to convention fee. It is also in 
Hilo so we’ll need to also discuss flights  
 
Upcoming Important Dates:  
 
Spring Federation Meeting: Saturday April 25, 3:00p-5:00p via Zoom. Link will be sent to those who 
confirm attendance.    
Next Meeting: Sunday, May 3, 1:00pm at Mililani Hongwanji 
 
Rescheduled Spring Fling!  Saturday, May 30, 9am-1pm. Please meet at 8:30am to help 
with set up. Jr. YBA will be in charge of the Fish Pond.  
 
Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter or CLICK HERE       
We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school 
graduation are welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a temple 
so bring your friends!  Please contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa 
(advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you have ques-
tions or for more information.  
Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

Project Dana continued from page 8: 

https://www.hilobetsuin.org/home/affiliates-temple-organizations/jr-yba/2026-jr-yba-convention#h.fsscvbfbeydi
https://www.hilobetsuin.org/home/affiliates-temple-organizations/jr-yba/2026-jr-yba-convention#h.fsscvbfbeydi
https://bit.ly/winterfed26
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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